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Daniel 12: 4-13 

Daniel 12:1-3 NKJV  "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the 
sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a 
nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found 
written in the book.  (2)  And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to 
everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.  (3)  Those who are wise shall shine Like 
the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and 
ever. 

 

We learned in the above 3 verses about the last half of the Tribulation period which is called 
the Great Tribulation: 

 

(Matthew 24:21 NKJV)  For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 
since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 

Joel 2:2 NKJV  A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, 
The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for 
many successive generations. 

 

Daniel 7:25 NKJV  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall 
persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. Then 
the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time. 

 

We spoke of the Book of Life; We spoke of the resurrections, of which there are 2, not 
including the rapture of the church.  The first resurrection will be the OT saints and 
Tribulation saints who will enter the promised Messianic Kingdom at the close of the 7 
year Tribulation;   

 

Matthew 16:27 NKJV  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. 

 ((( at the Rapture of the Church, rewards will be given ))) 

 

The second resurrection comes after the 1000 year reign of Christ on earth. This will be for the 
unsaved to face God at the Great White Throne judgment.  

 

We read Revelation 20:4-5 which supports this interpretation.  

 

(Daniel 12:4 NKJV)  "But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase." 

 
“shut up and seal” => Not to hide or keep secret … but to protect and preserve (ensure 
that not a single word is changed throughout the ages until it is all fulfilled!). 
 
Running-to-and-fro/increasing knowledge:  
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Rather than thinking of travel and the internet which brought on the information age, the 
context appears to support the idea that as the ages go by, both the wise and the 
unwise, the righteous and unrighteous will seek knowledge: 
 
The unrighteous may be like  
 

Amos 8:11-12 NKJV  "Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord GOD, "That I 
will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But 
of hearing the words of the LORD.  (12)  They shall wander from sea to sea, And 
from north to east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, But 
shall not find it. 

 

They will not find it because they are looking in all the wrong and worthless places: 

1. The stars (astrology) 
2. The schools (that brought us evolution and relativism) 
3. The internet that only publishes truth!  HA! 
4. The universe that somehow becomes a Mother to all 
5. The Religions of the World who deceive many into believing that only by works can 

you see God OR that we are “gods”.  
6. And so much more! 

 

The righteous who seek His face!  We seek the Truth who is Jesus, LORD God our 
Savior and King: 

1. Deuteronomy 4:29 NKJV  But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you 
will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. 

2. Psalms 27:4 NKJV  One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I 
may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of 
the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. 

3. Psalms 105:3-4 NKJV  Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice who 
seek the LORD!  (4)  Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face evermore! 

4. Isaiah 55:6 NKJV  Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He 
is near. 

5. Matthew 7:7 NKJV  "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 

6. He is the one pearl of infinite price;  
7. He is the Great Shepherd who goes and looks for one of His lost sheep 

 
(Daniel 12:5 NKJV)  Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the 
other on that riverbank. 
 
 

You will recall that from Chapter 10 thru 12 is a very long prophesy.   

 

Daniel 10:4 NKJV  Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was by the side 
of the great river, that is, the Tigris, 
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There are two “men”, that is, angels, standing on either side of the river. 

 
(Daniel 12:6 NKJV)  And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 
"How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?" 

 
There clearly is a mystery regarding the prophesies given to Daniel. Plus add to it that there is 
a third man who is above the waters… And one of the men on the riverbank says to the other 
across the river, “so, when will this all occur?”. 
 

(Daniel 12:7 NKJV)  Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 
when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that 
it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been 
completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. 
 

Most scholars believe that this is a Christophany, a pre-incarnate Jesus. He stands above the 
waters, He holds up both arms indicating that a solemn oath is being made, and all of this 
speaks of His authority and power.  
 
He doesn’t tell them when, but, how long: 3.5 years. And the description given before (verse 1)  
puts this time in the last half of the Tribulation – the time of Jacob’s Trouble.   The purpose of 
these 3.5 years was to break the stubbornness, pride, blindness and rebellion of the children of 
Israel, still called here “holy people”.   The shattering will bring them to their God and therefore, 
all will be finished as it relates to the “Day of the LORD”. 
 
Recall:  
 
Daniel 7:25 NKJV  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute the 
saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be 
given into his hand For a time and times and half a time. 

Revelation 12:14 NKJV  But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might 
fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a 
time, from the presence of the serpent. 

Since Rev_12:5 describes the ascension of Jesus, and Rev_12:6 describes yet-to-occur 

events in the 70th week of Daniel, between these two verses lies hundreds of years (our 
current period). This obvious “near-far” break in time is typical of prophecy. Daniel’s 
seventy week prophecy has such a break (Dan_9:24-27). 

Some believe this place in the wilderness is the rock city of Petra, south of the Dead 
Sea. [Guzik] 

((( Jews, according to Josephus, fled to this area during the Babylonia invasion AND 
during the time of the Roman invasion of 70AD.))) 

 
(Daniel 12:8 NKJV)  Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, "My lord, what shall be the 
end of these things?" 
 

Daniel 12:8 NLT  I heard what he said, but I did not understand what he meant. So I asked, 
“How will all this finally end, my lord?” 
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In other words, what will be the last thing to occur so that men will know that it’s all over? 

 
(Daniel 12:9 NKJV)  And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end. 

 

“None-ya” is the answer;  Daniel wouldn’t understand it if it was told to him for the end-times 
mysteries are, in Daniel’s day, deep and veiled!   It wasn’t God’s purpose to put all knowledge 
into Daniel;  Daniel was a faithful servant of what God had called him to be – a prophet, a 
vessel, a messenger and a recorder of the greatness of God who will make all things right in 
the end.   But it was to be Zechariah that would add to the picture:  “they would look on Him 
whom they have pierced” (12:10) and “the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day 
there will be one LORD—his name alone will be worshiped.” (14:9) 

 
And it would be the New Covenant Apostles who would write much about the latter days and 
Christ’s Second Coming. 
 
“Go your way, Daniel” -  Stop trying to understand that which you cannot.   Go about your 
business, serving in the King’s Court.   Write it all down and mediate on it but, be content with 
what you DO know, and don’t speculate on that which you do not know or understand!    
THIS is still good advice for today!   
 

(Daniel 12:10 NKJV)  Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do 
wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. 
 

Many of Daniel’s people (and even many Gentiles) will be purified by the refiner’s fire;  those 
who stubbornly cling to their sin will never truly understand, but, the wise will understand, that 
is, they will understand the grace, mercy, justice, and righteousness of the LORD!   Righteous 
Judgment IS Perfect Justice. 

 

Jeremiah 30:24 NKJV  The fierce anger of the LORD will not return until He has done it, 
And until He has performed the intents of His heart. In the latter days you will consider 
it.  (consider = understand) 

 
(Daniel 12:11 NKJV)  "And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of 
desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. (12)  Blessed is he 
who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 
 

If you weren’t confused already Daniel, listen to this: it’s more like 1290 days, 30 days longer 
than I said before…that is,  
30 days after His Second Coming! 
 
And, oh, BTW: those who survive the Tribulation will get a blessing for waiting 75 days after 
His Second Coming that is, 45 days after the first 30 days. 
 
These have caused much conjecture;  But several scholars have agreed that the first 30 days 
is, PERHAPS, the time needed for King Messiah to establish and set up His earthly kingdom; 
and the 45 days is needed for the various judgments promised on the wicked. (or vice versa, 
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judgment first, then government next). 
 
What His government will look like is unknown; we do know the promise: 
 

2 Timothy 2:11-12 NKJV  This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also 
live with Him.  (12)  If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He 
also will deny us. 

 

Some believe that the 30 days is required to cleanse and rededicate the Temple that was 
defiled by the Antichrist. The first rededication, however, didn’t take that long BUT like the first, 
where the Menorah burned for 8 days instead of one, the True Light of the World will oversee 
its cleansing! 

 

The second period of 45 days is, again, PERHAPS, the time of the various judgments:   
 

1. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 NKJV  (8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of 
His coming. 

a. The Antichrist and most likely the False Prophet as well! 
b. They will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20) 

2. Satan will be bound and thrown into the abyss (Revelation 20:1-3) 
a. If anyone says that spiritual beings cannot be bound up, take them to Jude 

1:6  
i. Jude 1:6 NKJV  And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, 

but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day; 

ii. 2 Peter 2:4 NKJV  For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but 
cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved for judgment; 

3. Judgment of the living gentiles (the Nations); this is considered the fulfillment of the 
Sheep-and-Goats judgment of Matthew 25:31-46); 

a. The proof of their faith is determined how they treated the Jewish people for 
the past 7 years. 

4. Ezekiel records in 20:33-38, the apparent judgment of those remaining Jews that 
stubbornly refuse to come to their Messiah 

a. Ezekiel 20:38 NKJV  I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who 
transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, 
but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the 
LORD. 

5. Distribution of rewards for the OT and Tribulation saints  
a. Luke 14:14 NKJV  And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; 

for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just." 
b. Matthew 16:27 NKJV  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father 

with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. 
c.  

(Daniel 12:13 NKJV)  “But you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your 
inheritance at the end of the days. 
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Again, go your way!  Do what you have to do; Be about your Heavenly Father’s business; You 
will find rest and you will rise in the Resurrection of the Saints! 

 

Your inheritance is sure; In the Hebrew, it has the meaning of an allotted portion: 

 

Both Daniel and all believers need to leave it up to God as to what that will be!  We need to 
stop trying to “figure it out”; we need to stop trying to predict His return for His church. His 
second coming is easy:  exactly 7 years after Israel signs the covenant with the Antichrist ( 
unbeknownst to them). 
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Lessons Learned: 

 

God moves men and nations towards His desired ends. His desired ends are all good, perfect 
and complete. 

 

We are not puppets that have no choices. The unrighteous choose their own thoughts, feelings 
and will in a way that they believe they will be satisfied. We choose the Truth, Jesus, who is all 
we need. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own 
understanding;  (6)  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 

 

Enough said?  Yes, indeed! 


