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Genesis 15 

 

(((Nehemiah 9:5b-6))) 

 

Last week we saw our hero of the faith, Abram, separate from his nephew Lot. After a time, Lot was 
captured by some conquering kings and Abram, with 318 men, pursued these kings and their armies 
and decimated them.  Lot was rescued from his captivity but chose to go back to Sodom and the 
“good life”. 

 

After this, Melchizedek king of Salem and a priest of God Most High, came and blessed Abram with 
wine and bread. Then the Sodomite king tried to bless Abram with much wealth, but Abram refused, 
choosing to have His blessing come from his LORD God, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Abram must have been tired from his rescue mission because we continue his story in chapter 15 
with nagging doubts about God’s promises.  We have all experienced the affects of fatigue on our 
faith. We are tired, we are impatient, and we want to see His faith in action…NOW!  We have at times 
been working for the Kingdom with little results. At times like these we sometimes cry out to Him, 
“Look, what’s going on?”.  Sound somewhat demanding and disrespectful?  Yes. Think you would 
be soon stuck by lightening?   

 

Let’s turn to Chapter 15, to see what’s going on inside Abram and how our God responds to both our 
inner cries and outer countenance.  We will see both the faith of Abram but the very human, “I believe 
but how are you going to do this?”.  We believe but we also want to know the future;   But God is not 
obligated to disclose how He will do something…and if truth be told, we probably wouldn’t believe it if 
He told us.   

 

(Genesis 15:1 NKJV)  After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, 
"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward."   

 
The LORD knows our heart and thoughts. Abram has had a rough go of it since leaving Haran. 
His faith is showing some cracks around the edges even though God has made promises to 
him.  Listen to His promises: 
 

Genesis 12:2-3 NKJV  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your 
name great; And you shall be a blessing.  (3)  I will bless those who bless you, And I will 
curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 

 

Then in Genesis 13:15-16 we hear the LORD tell Abram: 

 

Genesis 13:15-16 NKJV   (15)  for all the land which you see I give to you and your 
descendants forever.  (16)  And I will make your descendants as the dust of the 
earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also 
could be numbered.    

 

But perhaps war weary and perhaps thinking that what he did to those Canaanite kings, led 
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Abram to question, “What’s Going On, LORD?  Did I not defeat these kings?  Isn’t the land 
now mine?”.  This may have first simmered in his heart and will soon boil over from his lips.   

 

Our LORD and Savior appears to Abram in a vision. (this vision is not a figment of his 
imagination!  He sees and hears the LORD speak;  it’s not like a dream state or a drug-
induced hallucination; The LORD was there, speaking and listening) 

 

The LORD’s first words are “Fear Not, Abram”.  Based on chapter 14, do we see any fear in 
Abram?  What could he be afraid of?   Revenge by the four kings he just defeated?  Perhaps. 
If so, “do not fear for I am your shield”. And like we learned about the Ephesians 6 armor of 
God, our true shield, Jesus,  is our faith. Our faith wavers, but our LORD is faithful, and His 
shield is mighty.  He will protect Abram!   

 

Again, since he refused the wealth of the King of Sodom, is he now afraid of not having 
enough?  And yet, wasn’t Abram just blessed by the King and Priest Melchizedek? But all he 
sees is a barren wife and not one descendant! “Is this what’s bothering you, Abram?”;  If so, 
“fear not Abram, I am your exceedingly great reward!”  (this word ‘reward’ in the Hebrew 
means salary or compensation; Sounds strange coming from God but promises were made, 
and God will come thru in a way that Abram probably can’t even imagine! ).  “Abram, if you had 
nothing but Me, you would still have your reward!”, “Abram, stop looking with your eyes and 
start seeing thru your mustard seed of faith that I planted in your heart!”. 

 

Jeremiah understood this even during the time of the Babylonian captivity.  As he was 
lamenting the utter destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, he ponders the reality of 
what he sees with his eyes and what he knows in his heart: 

 

Lamentations 3:21-26 NKJV  (21)  This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.  
(22)  Through the LORD's mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail 
not.  (23)  They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  (24)  "The LORD is 
my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I hope in Him!"  (25)  The LORD is good to 
those who wait for Him, To the soul who seeks Him.  (26)  It is good that one should 
hope and wait quietly For the salvation of the LORD. 

 

So, did Abram truly hear the LORD, that God is Abram’s all in all? 

 

(Genesis 15:2:3 NKJV)  But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  (Genesis 15:3 NKJV)  Then Abram said, "Look, 
You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!" 

 

LORD God, what good are the promises if I have no child of my own?  Don’t you see? Right 
now, all I have is my head servant, Eliezer (ironically, his servant’s name means “Almighty God 
of Help”).  So, I have made him my heir. And with that one statement, Abram shows his 
frustrations with God. 

 

Whether I have rendered the meaning correctly, it is obvious that Abram is being a bit testy 
with the LORD – almost confrontational.  Did not the LORD just declare to him that He was 
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Abram’s perfect shield?  Did He not also say that He Himself was Abram’s perfect reward? 

 

But our LORD of infinite grace and mercy is tenderhearted and patient towards His chosen 
servant. The LORD sees all of us this way. He understands because He lived with us as one of 
us. He is compassionate and kind, always drawing us into His heart.  That doesn’t mean we 
will get our way! No, our will must conform to His will otherwise we will be seen as someone to 
be resisted, for God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.  

 
(Genesis 15:4 NKJV)  And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be 
your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir." 
 

“No Abram, Eliezer will NOT be your heir. As I already told you, you will have descendants, 
you own seed will produce your heir”. 
 

(Genesis 15:5 NKJV)  Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count 
the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 

 
And the LORD leads him outside and directs his sight to the stars that He Himself placed in the 
heavens. “Go ahead; try to count all that you see;  You can’t for there are just too many to 
count….Abram!  so shall your descendants be”. 
 
The LORD removes some more dross from Abrams faith – not by fire, but by grace. “Look Up!  
Always Look Up”.  And just as the Rainbow reminds us of our Father who is Gracious, Faithful 
and True, the LORD says, “Abram, Look Up and see that only God can make such a promise!  
He is not one of Terah’s idols that can’t hear or speak or promise.” 
 

(Genesis 15:6 NKJV)  And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for 
righteousness. 
 

This one small statement by the hand of Moses and the mouth of the Holy Spirit is the basis for 
all salvation granted by grace through faith.  Abram looked up!  He saw the stars placed in the 
heavens by His LORD and Creator. And he believed.  
 
The Hebrew for “believed” is “Awman” a root word from which we get “AwMane” (so be it).   
 

It means be firm or faithful, to trust, to be permanent or quiet; morally to be true or 
certain;  assurance, establish, be faithful over long time. steadfast, sure, verified.  One 
might even say, “Be still and know that I am God”!  

 
The words “accounted it to him” can be translated reckoned, counted or credited.    So, 
imagine there’s a ledger in heaven. It is faith that moves your name from the unrighteous side 
to the righteous side.  
 

Romans 4:3-5 NKJV  For what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  (4)  Now to him who 
works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.  (5)  But to him who does not 
work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 
righteousness, 
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David understood: 

 
Psalms 32:1-2 NKJV  A Psalm of David. A Contemplation. Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered.  (2)  Blessed is the man to whom the 
LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

 

Habakkuk understood: 

 

Habakkuk 2:4 NKJV  “Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just 
shall live by his faith. 

 

Do we understand? 

Some scoffers and some skeptics can’t believe that it’s so simple. We have all been 
trained to work for rewards, to receive what we “deserve”.   

 

Verse 6 is the basis for what’s known as Justification.   

 

Now, justification is: 

1. based on faith and not works. None of Abram’s “works” led God to count him righteous!  
Not his leaving home, not his separation from Lot, and not his rescue of Lot.   Abram 
simply, but perhaps profoundly, believed. 

2. by faith.  But the faith needed for justification need not be perfect!  Thank God because on 
this side of heaven, faith is not always truly perfect (actually, it’s more often imperfect and 
weak).  

3. all of God.  We are declared righteous in His eyes. We aren’t made righteous…our 
righteousness comes from sanctification, where we are informed, conformed and 
transformed into a righteous person. 

 
One last thought before we move on from here:  How can we know that Abram had such 
faith?  How could Moses write such a verse as this?  Moses didn’t know but the Holy Spirit 
knew. Only God knows the heart!  At that moment, looking UP, Abram believed God.  The 
Hebrew doesn’t say “believed in God”, it simply says “believed God”.  It’s one thing to say we 
believe in God, it’s another to say we believe His every word, every promise and every deed! 
  

James 2:19 NKJV  You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons 
believe—and tremble! 

 
(Genesis 15:7 NKJV)  Then He said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.” 

 
Abram, this is your land.  This is slightly different from the first land promise: 
 

To your descendants I will give this land." (Genesis 12:7) 
 
It’s Abram’s!   
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(BTW:  I am the LORD is a declaration of God’s made about 180 times in Scripture!) 
 

(Genesis 15:8 NKJV)  And he said, “Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will inherit it?” 
 
What’s with these patriarch’s?  They always seem to be questioning God about some thing or 
another.  
 
So, You tell me that I will inherit it, but how will I know that I have it? 
 

(Genesis 15:9 NKJV)  So He said to him, "Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 
goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."  (Genesis 15:10 NKJV)  Then he 
brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 
 

Well, Abram, you seem to need something tangible to hang onto. So, this what I’m gonna do:  
bring me a 3-year old cow, goat and ram. Get a turtledove and a pigeon.”.   Ok LORD…. 

 
Then the LORD tells him to cut the largest animals in two, straight down the center line, and 
lay the 2 halves on the ground opposite from each other with a space between them.  
 
The LORD was preparing a ritual of a covenant. This was done by many peoples in Abraham’s 
day.  (It’s not until verse 18 that we see the word “covenant” being used).    

In the Middle East at that time, agreements and contracts were sometimes made by preparing 

a sacrificial animal, cutting it lengthwise in two pieces exactly down the middle. They would lay 

the pieces out on the ground. Then those making the covenant had to pass between the 

divided carcass.  

In human terms, parties making the agreement  understood the seriousness of this accord 

because if the covenant was violated by one of the persons involved, they would be cut in two 

just as the animals were!  This of course, was used for critical agreements.  Lives were at 

stake if one or the other party did not keep their oath!  They were committing themselves to be 

cut in two if they broke their word. After they walked through, the carcasses were burned, 

symbolizing their acceptance.  (Like God did with some of the sacrifices laid on the altar:  See 

Leviticus 9:23-24). 

(Jeremiah  34:18-20 has a interesting picture of this type of covenant that the LORD made with 
Judah).  
 
So, what is the LORD trying to tell Abram?  “Abram, I know you have your doubts. I 
understand it’s difficult. But I’m going to do something that will settle these doubts once and for 
all....RIGHT??” 
 

(Genesis 15:11 NKJV)  And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 
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Abram protects the sacrifice from vultures.  He’s in “wait mode”.   But he knows God will come  
because He’s done it before:  (Genesis 12:7). 
 

(Genesis 15:12 NKJV)  Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and 
behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him.  (13)  Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly 
(actually, He said, “Know, Know”) that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. (14)  And also the nation whom they 
serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 
 

It’s around dusk. God puts Abram into a deep sleep. There is great darkness and he’s 
exceedingly frightened. The LORD then speaks with him and gives him some disturbing news 
about his descendants who will inherit the land: “At a time of My choosing, your descendants 
will become strangers in a strange land. Not this one, but another. They will be slaves and be 
afflicted for 400 years.”  “LORD, really? Seems kinda harsh...are You sure you don’t want 
Eliezer of Damascus to be my heir, instead of my own flesh and blood?” 
 
But the LORD assures Abram that they will be released from that land and come out from it 
with great wealth. They will come back to this land that was promised to you and them! 

 
(Genesis 15:15 NKJV)  Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a 
good old age. 

 
“Phew…that sounds better LORD…thanks”.  
 

(Genesis 15:16 NKJV)  But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete." 
 

I think we have discussed in the past that there’s a line that if crossed, God responds. Many 
believe that the Amorites are mentioned because Abram was allied with them;  We have seen 
the patience of God – we are seeing it today!  But there was going to be a time when God 
says, “Enough is Enough!”. He did it with the Amorites and He did it many times with Israel and 
He will certainly do it with the world today! 
 

(Genesis 15:17 NKJV)  And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, 
there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 
 

It doesn’t say whether Abram is awake or still under his deep sleep.  My take is that he’s still 

under. And the reason has to do with the covenant God was making with Abram. 

The symbolism:  

1. The blood of animals – this speaks of the seriousness of the contract. 

2. The smoking pot and burning torch brings to mind many things.  

a. Abram understood that it was the LORD who carried these objects between 

the pieces of meat.  

i. Perhaps for Abram, the smoking pot and torch simply represented the 

burning of the sacrifice.  

ii. But for Moses and the Holy Spirit, they represented the Presence of 

the LORD.  
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1. They were emblematic  of the Cloud that followed the Israelites 

and the pillar of fire that led them.   

2. Later on, when the ark was placed in Solomon’s Temple that the 

Shekinah Glory of God descended and filled the House of the 

LORD! 

3. And, of course, Moses remembered his first encounter with the 

LORD in the burning bush. 

But Wait - Didn’t Abram have to walk through the divided sacrifices to agree with God?  

That’s the beauty of this entire ritual. Only God passed thru the sacrifices. Only God put His 

Name on the covenant. God is signing it for both of them:  it is a unilateral agreement whereby 

only God must keep the promises.  The agreement is solely based on WHO GOD IS, not on 

who Abram is or what Abram does!  The agreement will NEVER fail because God cannot fail! 

Can we see another covenant like this?  Did not the Father, in a strange sense, “walk thru the 

beaten and bloodied body of His Son Jesus to establish His last covenant with us?  Was He 

not the only one to sign the covenant?  We “enter” this covenant by faith; we don’t “make” a 

covenant with God. Our covenant is NOT bi-lateral!  It is a work of God and this too will never 

fail because the LORD cannot fail! 

(Genesis 15:18 NKJV)  On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates— 
(19)  the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, (20)  the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, (21)  
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites." 
 

And, when your descendants return to the Land I promise you, these are the nations that they 
will displace, for the land is and will always be, your land. 

 

Chapter 15 is a pivotal point in the life of Abram.  God makes exceedingly great and wonderful 

promises to Abram and all who come from Him. 

We see the birth of God’s justification for those who, by faith, believe Him and His way, His truth and 

His life.  For by faith, even weak or imperfect faith, we enter into His eternal covenant that He made 

with His Father – and like Abram, it is NOT nor can it ever be, based on who we are or what we have 

done. It isn’t kept based on what we do afterwards!  From God’s perspective, it cannot fail – even if 

we do. This is extraordinary grace.  

For God’s Word that declared Abram righteous, also declares us as righteous.  

I can prove this to you next week because we see Abram take another wrong turn by hyper-focusing 

on the seed of his body and not the womb of his wife.  And like Adam, he had the choice of listening 

to his wife or listening to God. 

2 Timothy 2:13 ERV  If we are not faithful, he will still be faithful, because he cannot be false to 
himself. 
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