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Genesis 17 
 

In Chapter 17 we saw the LORD coming down to visit with Abram and Sarai. The Abrahamic 
Covenant has been in place for at least 14 years and during that time Abram and Sarai struggle with 
their doubts. Certainly, God could make Abram a nation and a father of nations…Abram’s faith was 
certainly enough to believe.  But, even in his faith there still was a nagging “I believe but how are you 
going to accomplish this?”.  So, in Chapter 17, the LORD comes down in dramatic fashion and 
appears Abram to have a big talk about his little faith.    The LORD once again told Abram that Sarai 
would be the one to give him the rightful heir of all the promises He made.  Once again, He told him 
that, No, it would not be Ishmael even though, he would be blessed as well. 

 

The LORD, in anticipation of the fulfillment of His promises, changes Abram’s name to Abraham 
(Father of many nations) and Sarai name to Sarah (princess).  I talked about several folks throughout 
history had their names changed by God.  Jacob and Peter most notably. But God will also change 
the names of all believers in Heaven: 

 

(Revelation 2:17 NKJV)  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a 
white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who 
receives it." ' 

 

As a sign that Abraham believed that Almighty God was Who He said He was, He was commanded 
to circumcise the male servants of his household, his son Ishmael and certainly himself. The 
circumcision of Ishmael was a picture of parental responsibility in the raising of their sons “in the 
nurture and admonition of the LORD” (Ephesians 6:4).       

 

Abraham was told that while Ishmael was going to be greatly blessed, it would be a son from Sarah’s 
own womb that the Covenant will be realized.  Shortly after the circumcisions, the LORD comes down 
for a visit. 

 

In Chapter 18 we read about four things happening in the lives of Abraham and Sarah: 

1. We get a glimpse into the culture of the day when folks ‘come a callin’. 

2. We also see the LORD dealing with Sarah about her doubts. 

3. We see Abraham relationship with the LORD transform from a servant to a friend.  

4. And finally, Abraham is allowed to negotiate with the LORD over the destruction of Sodom.  

 

(Genesis 18:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was 
sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day.  (Genesis 18:2 NKJV)  So he lifted his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to 
meet them, and bowed himself to the ground,  (Genesis 18:3 NKJV)  and said, "My Lord, if I have 
now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. 

 
We are told that the LORD God appeared to him near Abraham’s tent by some oak trees.  
From the way verse 1 reads,  Abraham suddenly saw three men standing there. He 
immediately got up and presumably he recognizes the LORD.   He immediately bows low to 
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the ground as a gesture of worship and calls Him, “My Lord”.  The Hebrew word, “Adonai”, 
used here always refers to God. We find out later that the two other men with Him are angels.  
This is not an appearance of all three persons of the Godhead, as some have conjectured.  
But they are in the form of me.    
  
Abraham asks, “Have I found grace in Your sight? If so, please rest for awhile”.  They agree 
and sit under the trees by the tent. 

 
(Genesis 18:4 NKJV)  Please let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree.  (Genesis 18:5 NKJV)  And I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your 
hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant." They said, "Do as 
you have said." 
 

Abraham offers to have water brought so that their feet would be washed.  It would be 
performed by one of his servants that even back then was the custom.  Travelers and visitors 
are  honored by the head of the household.   This type of hospitality is shown even today in the 
middle east.  Friends of ours who were missionaries in Israel, began to minister to the Syrian 
refugees that were flooding Jordan. When they visited them in the camps, they were always 
welcomed and treated like honored guests with food and drinks. Because of their attitudes 
towards visitors, it didn’t take long for relationships to form and for the gospel to be shared.  
 

The neglect of this kindness was seen when Jesus came to Simon the Pharisee’s house upon 
his invitation. A women (unnamed), a known sinner, came into the house and cried at his feet 
and wiped them with her hair. She then anointed His feet with fragrant oil. When the Pharisee 
saw what she had done, and that Jesus even allowed a sinner to touch Him, he complained. 
Jesus responds with a parable and some much needed truth:  
 
Luke 7:44-48 NKJV  Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet 
with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.  (45)  You gave Me no kiss, but this 
woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in.  (46)  You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.    

 

(Genesis 18:6 NKJV)  So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, "Quickly, make ready 
three measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes."  (Genesis 18:7 NKJV)  And Abraham ran to 
the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he hastened to prepare it.  
(Genesis 18:8 NKJV)  So he took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it 
before them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. 
 

Abraham wastes no time in ensuring that things are done…and done quickly! 
 
Abraham, himself, serves them the bread, veal, butter and milk. He then stands at the ready to 
get whatever else they need or want.  
 

(Genesis 18:9 NKJV)  Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" So he said, "Here, in the 
tent." 
 

They inquire about Sarah.  She is in the tent which is within hearing distance of the men.  
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(Genesis 18:10 NKJV)  And He said, "I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and 
behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son." (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind 
him.) 

 
The LORD himself repeats what He told Abraham just a short while ago:   

 

Genesis 17:16-19 NKJV  And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her."  

: 

After a small fit of laughter and a mild protest regarding Ishmael, God responds 

: 

(19)  Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with 
his descendants after him. 

 

Abraham’s immediate response to this and the sign of the covenant certainly showed his faith, 
belief and trust in the LORD.   

 

(Genesis 18:11 NKJV)  Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had 
passed the age of childbearing. 

 
Not only was Sarah barren during her child-bearing age, she is now passed the normal time 
when a woman can bear children. And Abraham is no spring rooster. But, by faith, he knows 
that the LORD is able. 
 
Sarah, on the other hand…. 

 
(Genesis 18:12 NKJV)  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have grown old, shall I 
have pleasure, my lord being old also?" 

 
Sarah hears first hand what the LORD has said. She just can’t imagine being able to bear a 
child.  So, she laughs within herself at the craziness of the promise. The pleasure she refers to 
is the bearing of the child.  
 

(Genesis 18:13 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall I surely 
bear a child, since I am old?' (Genesis 18:14 NKJV)  Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the 
appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son." (Genesis 
18:15 NKJV)  But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but 
you did laugh!" 
 

The Omnipotent and Omniscient God who will cause Sarah’s womb to open and who knew 
she laughed in her heart, doesn’t go to her first, but to her husband who is the head of the 
household and is responsible for all those in it!   Abraham didn’t hear her laugh, but he 
certainly knew who was asking!  The LORD God Almighty whom came to him just a little while 
ago, reminds him and Sarah (who is within earshot), “Is anything too hard for the LORD?”.   
The LORD promises to return “at the appointed time” when their son Isaac will be born.  
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Sarah, out of fear, denies laughing. But the LORD does not rebuke her, condemn her, or 
punish her.  He simply corrects her by assuring her that while she did laugh, and even after 
denying it, she should not fear but be assured by the promise. I think this was a pivotal point in 
Sarah’s relationship with the LORD. “Yes! I can trust Him!  He will even come back to me and 
my son” and her faith grew even more.  
 

(Genesis 18:16 NKJV)  Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went 
with them to send them on the way. 

 
Abraham is a great example of hospitality. It’s not just up to the wife to show hospitality to your 
guests while the husband retreats to his man-cave or his favorite recliner. Even though 
Abraham had others preparing things, he was the one who brought the food and drink. He 
didn’t sit idly by but stood waiting on them.  
 
He also went with them to send them off. He didn’t just sit there while they left. No, he walked 
with them for a while. And he also knew that they were heading towards Sodom. 
 

(Genesis 18:17 NKJV)  And the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, (Genesis 
18:18 NKJV)  since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed in him? (Genesis 18:19 NKJV)  For I have known him, in order that he may 
command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do 
righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him." 
 

Either speaking to Himself, to the Angels or even to Abraham as a “heads-up”, the LORD 
ponders whether to tell Abraham what’s going on with Sodom. The LORD says, “for I know 
him” which is a relational and intimate knowledge of him.  He knows that Abraham’s heirs will 
become a multitude of nations and that his son Isaac will be in direct line for the ‘great and 
mighty’ nation that was promised.  
 
And thru his Seed, all the nations of the earth will be blessed in Him. The omniscient LORD 
also knows that Abraham will be faithful to keep the “way of the LORD” which includes justice 
(the Hebrew means ‘righteousness’) and godly judgment. And, he will be faithful to teach the 
ways of the LORD to his heirs.  In other words, Abraham will do his part. The response of his 
child, his grandchild and all his descendants is not on his shoulders, but their own 
responsibility.  We know that his heirs did not always walk in the way of the LORD.  
 
All this to say, that Abraham’s relationship growing, and while he will always be a servant of 
the LORD, he now is becoming a friend of God. 
 

(Genesis 18:20 NKJV)  And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their sin is very grave,  (Genesis 18:21 NKJV)  I will go down now and see 
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I 
will know.” 

 
This is for Abraham’s benefit since certainly the LORD knows what they have done and their 
current state of unrepentance.   
We don’t know if the outcry is from someone’s praying to God.  It could just as well be the state 
of the LORD’s heart as He sees the iniquity of these people is at the breaking point.  For 
Abraham’s sake, He has come down to check things out and to see if any are repentant.  
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The LORD is revealing to His friend that He is longsuffering and compassionate, not willing 
that any perish. He’s teaching invaluable lessons to Abraham about the need to not rush to 
judgment and condemnation. And as we will see, He is also teaching His friend about mercy 
and grace.  

 
(Genesis 18:22 NKJV)  Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
still stood before the LORD. 
 

The two angels go their way towards Sodom. But Abraham stays with the LORD.  And, he had 
something on his mind about which he needed to speak.  
  

(Genesis 18:23 NKJV)  And Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous 
with the wicked? 
 

Abraham draws close to the LORD and asks the LORD a difficult question. Abraham faith is 
such that he can dare to ask this of the LORD.  This type of question has been asked of God 
throughout the centuries, many similar questions or statements have been recorded in Psalms 
and the Prophets.  
 
I think Abraham knows in his heart…He wants to hear it in his ears.  Many suppose that 
Abraham was only thinking of his nephew Lot and his family. But remember, Abraham rescued 
the peoples of Sodom when he rescued Lot. So he knew them and perhaps assumed that 
there must be some righteous in the city that should not be counted with the wicked. 
 
So, the LORD allows Abraham to examine His heart in this matter.   
 

We all have read this long passage and have marveled at the LORD’s patience and mercy.  
 
But as we read this, I want you to not miss a couple of important verses: 

 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the 
righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?" 

 I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 

 (and twice) Let not the Lord be angry 
 
(Genesis 18:24 NKJV)  Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it?   (Genesis 18:25 NKJV)  Far be it from 
You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous 
should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
 
(Genesis 18:26 NKJV)  So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will 
spare all the place for their sakes." 
 
(Genesis 18:27 NKJV)  Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and 
ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord:  (Genesis 18:28 NKJV)  Suppose there 
were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?" So He said, "If 
I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it." 
 
(Genesis 18:29 NKJV)  And he spoke to Him yet again and said, "Suppose there should be forty 
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found there?" So He said, "I will not do it for the sake of forty."  
 
(Genesis 18:30 NKJV)  Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty 
should be found there?" So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty there." 
 
(Genesis 18:31 NKJV)  And he said, "Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 
Suppose twenty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty." 
 
(Genesis 18:32 NKJV)  Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: 
Suppose ten should be found there?" And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten." 
 
 
Abraham, a man of dust and ashes, just a simple shepherd, accepts the LORD’s word that if 
there were just ten righteous men, the LORD will not destroy the cities.  Abraham is satisfied.  
The LORD is happy that the conversation is over, but perhaps wished that Abraham asked 
about 10 first… 
 
(Genesis 18:33 NKJV)  So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with 
Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. 
 
 
I love this chapter.  It surely shows a growing relationship with the LORD based on faith and trust.  
 
Abraham serves His LORD with washing of their feet, food and drink. Not with leftovers but a meal 
made with the finest flour, the best of the calves and the freshest diary.  
 

This is for our example as well. Whether or not our guests are great or small, they are to be 
treated well when they enter our home.  This also extends to our church. Regardless of who 
walks through that door, they are to be treated with love, respect, kindness and a welcoming 
attitude.  
 

Sarah experiences firsthand the compassion, grace and power of the LORD to make good on a 
promise that her own womb will bear a son, Isaac.  
 

Now, together, Abraham and his wife are united in their faith. Will it always be perfect, no. But 
will be made complete. 
 
The phrase “shall surely become” in verse 18, is a beautiful phrase in the Hebrew: “and being, 
he shall be”.  Abraham, who the LORD called a “father of nations” and Sarah the LORD calls 
“princess”, will be just that!  The LORD will cause him to fulfill his identity.   
 
Is this not exactly like us who are in the LORD?  We too have been called righteous and 
children of God. That’s who we are!  And like Abraham, the LORD will fulfill our identity in Him. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 KJV  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (24)  Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

 

2 Timothy 2:13 KJV  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 
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Philippians 1:6 KJV  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

 
Hide these in your hearts for the day when life gets difficult.  You will need them! 
 

We then see the LORD confiding in Abraham and their relationship takes on a new dimension:  
friendship.  
 

John 15:15 NKJV  No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have 
made known to you. 

 
But we cannot forget the preceding verse: 
 
John 15:14 NKJV  You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 

 
And finally, we see Abraham’s first exercise of his friendship with the LORD God.  
 

This is the first time in Scripture that we see, in action, intercessory prayer.  

We see that in deep humility and faith, Abraham (and therefore we)  

1. Should be persistent but not rude 

2. Should be “real” with God, that is, acknowledging who we are and acknowledging Who He 

is! 

3. Should be confident and certainly have an abiding relationship based on our reverence for 

the LORD God Almighty, creator and sustainer of each and every breath we take. 

All this to say: We all grow in our relationship with the LORD. We go from: 

 

(Song of Solomon 2:16 NKJV)  My beloved is mine, and I am his. ((He feeds his flock among 
the lilies.)) 

 

Where we possess our Beloved Lord for our glory and our selfish purposes 

 

TO: 

(Song of Solomon 6:3 NKJV)  I am my beloved's, And my beloved is mine. He feeds his flock 
among the lilies. 

 

Where He possesses us, His Beloved Bride, for His Glory and His good pleasure 

 


