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Genesis 2 
 

I want to review what we have learned so far in terms of the foundations that have been laid so far. 

 

Origins: 

 

1. The origin of the universe: God created it; it wasn’t a “big-bang” that many scientists now 
believe is not a comprehensive nor sustainable answer to the creation of the universe.  My 
question has always been, in what did this “thing” that exploded, exist?  You can’t say “space” 
because the big bang created space!  What caused it to explode?  And just how big was this 
thing that it could create our entire universe filled with innumerable stars, planets, moons, 
galaxies? 

2. The origin of order and complexity (while it appears that evolution of simple to complex 
creatures can be seen in the Genesis Creation account, nothing could be farther from the truth. 
The order was ultimately based on the needs of mankind but even the simplest plant life 
required water, earth and light and these were created beforehand.   

3. The Origin of the solar system; God could have created the Sun and our planet, but He had 
other purposes in creating other celestial bodies:  signs, seasons, days, years;   

4. The origin of the atmosphere and hydrosphere (the seas covering the earth);  

5. Origin of life: out of the Mind of God came life; aside from the grass, herbs and fruit bearing 
trees, came birds, fish and all kinds of land animals. All living in a pristine world of beauty and 
purity;  

6. Origin of man:  we saw that God created male and female; they were given the task of 
superintending all of God’s creation, caring for it and tending to its needs. Are there other 
worlds in which God created other men and women?  I don’t know but since God didn’t tell us, 
we’d best leave it alone rather than dabbling in vain speculations. 

 

That’s a lot of “creation”!  It could have all be done in an instant, but God created everything in a step-
wise manner, i.e., day-to-day. In Chapter 1, God revealed His Glory, Power and infiniteness. I also 
believe that it was created in this manner so that mankind would explore the universe to their hearts 
content and with never ending delight.   In other words, the “good pleasure of His will” was to become 
the “good pleasure of our will”. 

 

We covered the first three verses in Chapter 2 because they seemed to fit better with Chapter 
1.  Let’s review these 3 verses: 

  

(Genesis 2:1 NKJV)  Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.  (2)  
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day 
from all His work which He had done.  (3)  Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, 
because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made. 

 

Even though God created the Sabbath, He didn’t rest in it as much as He ceased creating 
(using words like finished, done, ended…therefore, there can be no evolution!).  This day 
was consecrated, set aside and sanctified, that is, God made this a Special Day. It was given 
to us to stop toiling and completely set aside the day for God’s glory. That is, we praise Him, 
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worship Him for Who He is and to show Him that we completely trust Him.  

  

Mark 2:27-28 NKJV  And He said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath.  (28)  Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath." 

 
But there’s something missing in this account of the Seventh Day:  
 
“So the evening and the morning were the seventh day.” 
 
With this phrase missing, it speaks to the uniqueness of this one day. In it, nothing was 
created. But it was also a day of prophetic importance:    
 

Hebrews 4:9-11 NKJV  There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.  (10)  For 
he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from 
His.  (11)  Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the 
same example of disobedience. 

 

That single day of rest is also a picture of eternal rest that we can only have in Him!    

James M Boice once wrote, 

“God, having completed His work of creation, rests, as if to say, ‘This is the 
destiny of those who are My people; to rest as I rest, to rest in Me.’”   

 
The remainder of the chapter has been called into question and challenged on every side by scholars 
and liberal theologians.  There are new things introduced that “seem” to call into question the veracity 
of chapter 1.  
 
We will examine the scriptures using the literal approach we most often use and the context in which 
these words were written.  Here’s a couple of rules that should always be used when reading the 
Word. 
 

1. What God says is the truth;  
2. There certainly will be times where there’s a need to have faith that the Creator’s Words are 

true and trustworthy.  
3. If we do not understand it, the fault lies in us and therefore go back to Rule#1. 

 
Let’s read the next 6 verses as a paragraph and then examine it in more detail: 
 

Genesis 2:4-9 NKJV  This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 
in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,  (5)  before any plant of the 
field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not 
caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground;  (6)  but a mist went up 
from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.  (7)  And the LORD God formed man 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living being.  (8)  The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the 
man whom He had formed.  (9)  And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow 
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
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Wow, sounds like it was written by someone like me who can get a bit scattered-brained and 
sometimes gets ahead of himself.  But for that thought, I must ask forgiveness since this passage 
was probably written by Adam who had firsthand knowledge of it plus all the things he learned from 
His Creator, who certainly taught Him and the Holy Spirit who guided him.  
 
(Genesis 2:4 NKJV)  This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, (5)  before any plant of the field was in the 
earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the 
earth, and there was no man to till the ground;  (6)  but a mist went up from the earth and watered the 
whole face of the ground. 
 
 

The KJV correctly translates the Hebrew word “toldot” into “generations” and not “history”.   
Remember, the Toldot is a division in Genesis that refers to history passed down orally or   in 
written form on stone.  The issue is, does the phrase refer to that which has come before (i.e., 
a closing comment) or does it refer to what has come after).  
 
I think that in this case, it speaks of what came before.  
 
Remember, the Hebrew language as written in the Torah does not contain punctuation. What 
we see is someone’s interpretation or understanding of what’s being said by adding commas, 
colons, and periods.  
 
Therefore, some like to split verse 4 into 2 sub-verses: 
 
1. 4a: These are the generations of the heavens and earth when they were created – this 

part refers to Chapter 1 up to and including the first 3 verses in chapter 2.  
 
The second part of the verse starts a new section: 
 

2. 4b: in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, is the introduction 
to a section that goes all the way to Chapter 5 verse 1 where these genealogical passages 
are attributed to Adam. 
 

Many complain about the use of the word “day” as a 24-hour day, in the second part of verse 4 
since what comes next appears to refer to several days.  A perfectly valid translation, in the 
context of this section, could be “IN or DURING the time when the LORD God made the earth 
and heavens before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had 
grown… and then perhaps parenthetically… (For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on 
the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but a mist went up from the earth and 
watered the whole face of the ground). And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 

 

This feels confusing….and for good reason. But an examination of the words might help: 

 

The answer lies in the words for plant and grown herbs: The plants referred to “shrubs” and 
“bushes” which were cultivated by man. The herbs refer to herbs which had not grown and 
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budded yet (it’s only been 3 days since they were created).  

 

The reference to it not raining may be a foreshadow of the time of the flood. Remember, the 
planet was covered with a layer of water vapor and was separated from the earth by our 
atmosphere. . Plant life was supported by “the mist that went up from the ground” to water all 
exposed land which bore plant life.  

 

Wow, that’s a lot to absorb…let me take a stab at paraphrasing what these 3 verses (4,5,6) are 
saying: 

 

In the time when the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, before any planting 
of the field by man and before any herb of the field had grown  (For the LORD God had 
not caused it to rain on the earth but He did cause a mist to rise up from the earth and it 
watered the whole face of the ground)  God created man.  

 
There’s also a new revelation here.  
 

LORD God:  The author introduces a new way of referring to God. Yahveh Elohim.  
Yahveh is God’s personal name and it means “self-existent one”.  In Hebrew it is 
written as just 4 letters “Yud”,”Hey”,’Vav”,’Hey’.  In Judaism, it is forbidden to 
pronounce this name (because of God’s infinite Holiness). Therefore, when you see 
LORD in all caps, it’s because the translators have followed the traditions of the 
rabbis, who, when seeing the 4-letter Name of God, pronounce it as “Adonai” which 
is Hebrew for lord.  LORD is not His Name but what He is called when reading the 
Hebrew text (in English).    
 
(See Exodus 3:14-15) 
 
The question then becomes, why change God to LORD God in chapter 2? The 
answer is, The LORD God is about to create man and woman in a very special way. 
An animal has no need to know God’s Personal Name.   
 
((By the way, God is called LORD God from 2:4 thru chapter 3 except when the 
serpent refers to God in the garden.  From 4:1 to Chapter 24 He’s called LORD 
alone or God alone. After 24, it’s a mixture of LORD God, God or LORD. We’ll have 
to wait until we work through the chapters to see when and perhaps why He is called 
by these 2 names in various combinations.)) 

 
(Genesis 2:7 NKJV)  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 

 
Here we are told how man was created.  Man was formed out of the dust of the earth;  this is 
certainly a humble beginning for mankind created in the image of God!  The word appears to 
imply something that is lowly, like ashes or crushed powder and therefore is sometimes used 
in a negative way.  
 
Adam was formed. The word used in the Hebrew means to mold or shape, and is often used to 
describe a potter whose steady and firm but gentle hands forms the pottery his wishes to 



Page | 5 
 

make. Adam was formed by the Master potter who applied gentle pressure to form one who 
would be the bearer of His image.  
 
The LORD God did something that He did not do to other living creatures:  The LORD 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life which certainly shows an intimacy with Adam that 
He did not have with the animals. (I know we have not been told this man’s name but, in the 
Hebrew, “man” is actually “adam”).  We must look at this more spiritually than physically 
because Adam wasn’t created “dead” – He was alive.  And while God, when he created other 
creatures, created them as living (Chai) souls (nephesh), He did it from afar and by speaking. 
The intimacy with Adam was deliberate and the Breath of life He breathed into Him was the 
“Ruach”, Hebrew for “breath” and for “Spirit” as in Ruach HaKodesh – the Holy Spirit.    
 
It is believed by most that this is how God imparted His spirit life into man so that he would be 
created in the image of God who is Spirit.   Therefore, man became the only creature who 
could have a spiritual relationship with God.  
 

(Genesis 2:8 NKJV)  The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man 
whom He had formed. 
 

Eden was a place designated by God to be where a Garden would be planted.  Eden means 
“delight” or “pleasure”.   Garden, in the Hebrew has the connotation of “fenced” or surrounded 
by hedges.   We should not read anything into this because everything God when Day 6 was 
completed was “very good”. This could not, therefore, be a place for protection. But it was a 
garden of indeterminate size which was set apart for mankind. 
 
How God put Adam there is a question without an answer.  
 

(Genesis 2:9 NKJV)  And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to 
the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
 

This does not contradict Day 3 where God spoke all plant life into existence.  But this appears 
to be “from Adam’s perspective” since Adam had just been created and saw the LORD God 
planting a garden in Eden.  
 
Look at what is said:  every tree that is pleasant the sight.  This is a distinctly related to man 
who, made in His image, has the capacity to see and appreciate beautiful things. 
 
In the middle of the Garden were two trees. The Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of 
good and evil.   
 
This one sentence is so important, I will discuss it next week.  
For now, let finish up with verses 10 through 14: 
 

Genesis 2:10-14 ESV  A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers.  (11)  The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.  (12)  And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there.  (13)  The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the 
whole land of Cush.  (14)  And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
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We seem to be in a small break in the flow. Adam appears to be the writer of these verses 
because it has the sound of personal experience.  These rivers, therefore, are real.  BUT!  We 
must be careful:  the coming flood certainly erased these rivers from the face of the earth.  
Therefore, while these rivers were named by Adam, they do not correspond to the post-flood 
rivers in this region. Noah, having saved the genealogies and stories of Adam, perhaps reused 
some of these names, especially the Euphrates and the Tigris rivers, the names that were 
passed down through the ages.  

 

If you go online you will see many maps and charts and much analyses. But it must be suspect 
because Adam’s world was simply wiped out by the flood.   So, sorry, we can’t locate the 
Garden of Eden and even if we could, I would not want to stare a sword-wielding Cherubim in 
the face! 

 

We are still in day 6 because while a man has been formed, a woman has not.  Right now, we are 
standing on a high hill looking out over a beautiful Garden.  It’s the first Garden ever planted, and it is 
perfect. It is perfectly lovely and perfectly suited for man.  All’s well and after one more act of creation, 
it will all be very good! 

 

But not for long! 


