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Genesis 20 – 21 

 

Genesis 20:1-18 NKJV  And Abraham journeyed from there to the South, and dwelt between Kadesh 
and Shur, and stayed in Gerar.  (2)  Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." And 
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.  (3)  But God came to Abimelech in a dream by 
night, and said to him, "Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have 
taken, for she is a man's wife."  (4)  But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, "Lord, 
will You slay a righteous nation also?  (5)  Did he not say to me, 'She is my sister'? And she, 
even she herself said, 'He is my brother.' In the integrity of my heart and innocence of my 
hands I have done this."  (6)  And God said to him in a dream, "Yes, I know that you did this in the 
integrity of your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let 
you touch her.  (7)  Now therefore, restore the man's wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for 
you and you shall live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who 
are yours."   

 

No one knows why Abraham decided to move southward. It might have been for grazing land; 
it might have been because of the stench from the Cities of the Plains that were destroyed by 
the LORD. He’s now in Philistine territory.  And once again, he and Sarah do the old “she’s my 
sister” routine.  It’s been about 24-25 years since the incident with Pharaoh.  The excuse is the 
same:  I’m afraid that the king will kill me if they think you are my wife.  The man of faith 
succumbs to this fear and Sarah is taken to the King.  

 

This time, however, God Himself intervenes. Many believe that Sarah is pregnant. Such a 
move could have jeopardized her growing baby.  The timing of all these things is unknown so, 
it might have been before she conceived and that would be even more disastrous.  But God 
very clearly tells Abimelech, “touch her and die”.   Abimelech responds with, “hey, I never 
knew!  She said she was his sister!”. They he say’s something which on the surface sounds 
incredible, “Will you slay a righteous nation also?”.  This is not something you want to say to 
the God who knows everything!  The Philistines are pagan; they worship images and idols. 
They are not known for their righteous behavior.  But, to his credit, the King’s remark says two 
things that are impressive:  He is concerned for all the people he leads and in a very specific 
sense, in terms of this incident, they are “righteous” or “innocent” of wrongdoing. In other 
words, don’t destroy the nation because of me.  Surely what happened in Sodom has reached 
his ears! 

 

The LORD, tells him the truth:  “I have kept you from sinning; But make no mistake, return her 
to Abraham or you and your family will be destroyed”. 

 

(8)  So Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these things in their 
hearing; and the men were very much afraid.  (9)  And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, 
"What have you done to us? How have I offended you, that you have brought on me and on my 
kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me that ought not to be done."  (10)  Then Abimelech 
said to Abraham, "What did you have in view, that you have done this thing?"  (11)  And Abraham 
said, "Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will kill me on account of 
my wife.  (12)  But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter 
of my mother; and she became my wife.  (13)  And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander 
from my father's house, that I said to her, 'This is your kindness that you should do for me: in every 



Page | 2 
 

place, wherever we go, say of me, "He is my brother." ' "   

 

Now, once again, a pagan rebukes Abraham for his great sin.  Abraham acts like Steve Erkel:  
Did I do that?   He goes on with some pretty lame excuses: 

1. I believed you were not God-fearers so I assumed that you would kill me if you thought she 
was my wife!   

a. Wait!  If they were so bad, what difference would it have made if she were your 
sister or not?  

b. Whether Sarah is pregnant or not, where’s the faith in God’s promise to preserve 
YOU, Sarah and the baby? 

2. And, oh king, technically, she is my sister so I really didn’t lie 

3. And finally, isn’t it God’s fault for having me wander around this land? (the word for wander 
is used of animals going astray, of a drunken man reeling, or staggering, of sinful 
seduction, of a prophet’s lies causing the people to err).  

4. And finally, Abraham, never said, “I’m sorry; I have sinned against you and my God!” 

 

When you look at this from another angle, sometimes even the great and faithful people of the 
Bible, and certainly today, need a reminder that they truly are imperfect; their greatness is due 
to the grace and mercy of God for in man’s flesh there is no good thing! 

 

(14)  Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and female servants, and gave them to Abraham; 
and he restored Sarah his wife to him.  (15)  And Abimelech said, "See, my land is before you; dwell 
where it pleases you."  (16)  Then to Sarah he said, "Behold, I have given your brother a thousand 
pieces of silver; indeed this vindicates you before all who are with you and before everybody." Thus 
she was rebuked.  (17)  So Abraham prayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his 
female servants. Then they bore children;  (18)  for the LORD had closed up all the wombs of the 
house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham's wife. 

 

Abimelech ensures his safety and favor from Abraham’s God by returning Sarah, and giving 
Abraham money and animals and servants.  He tells Abraham that he’s more than welcomed 
to use the lands around him.   He tells Sarah she is vindicated in this matter. The phrase “thus 
she was rebuked” is a poor choice of translation. It would have been better to say “she was 
justified or was convicted” either of which are also proper translations. For while she played 
her part, it’s all on Abraham and his cockamamie plans. 

 

Abraham prayed for Abimelech and his household. God was pleased with his intercession and 

opened the wombs of the king’s wives and maidservants which were closed up because of 

Sarah.  Note, that Abraham’s intercession was acceptable in this case but not in the case of 

the Cities of the Plain. We must always show compassion and intercede on behalf of others 

but we must always, without judgment, accept and respect the Sovereignty of God who knows 

the beginning and the end of all matters under the sun. 

God will intervene as needed. Sometimes He allows our free-will run its course. Sometimes, as in the 

case of Noah’s day and then Sodom and Gomorrah, man must be shown in a very strong way that 

the logical consequences of an un-checked free-will always ends in disaster.  But, if the “stakes are 
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high”, the LORD must “come down” and put the brakes on man’s uncontrollable appetite for lust, 

power, pleasure without boundaries and other devices born in the hearts of sinners.   That’s why, as 

we saw last week, the lessons of the Flood and the Destruction of the Cities of the Plain are so 

critical, especially today where the world has twisted good to be evil and all evil to be good.  

 

But, let’s move on to see the fulfillment of a twenty-five-year-old promise! 

 

Genesis 21:1-34 NKJV  And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as 
He had spoken.  (2)  For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of 
which God had spoken to him.  (3)  And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him—
whom Sarah bore to him—Isaac.  (4)  Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him.  (5)  Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son 
Isaac was born to him.  (6)  And Sarah said, "God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh 
with me."  (7)  She also said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For 
I have borne him a son in his old age."  (8)  So the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made 
a great feast on the same day that Isaac was weaned.   

 

Isaac is born!!!  Abraham is 100 years old!  Sarah is 90!  This time, Sarah’s laughter is pure 
joy!  And those who hear of the birth will laugh and rejoice WITH her!   

The power of God to move in such as miraculous way in all of our lives and  the faithfulness of 
God for bringing life to a husband and wife are cause for much joy.  The wisdom and 
knowledge of God is to be praised even if things go wrong as they sometimes do. For we must 
understand that the tragedy here is pure joy in heaven that awaits us.  

 

Knowing the story that lies ahead of us, I can’t help to compare Isaac’s birth to the birth of 
Messiah: 

 

1. Both births were announced long before.  25 years for Isaac and thousands of years 
before Messiah. If you look at Isaiah 7:14, it was 750+ years before Messiah was born 
of a virgin. 

2. Both occur at the time fixed by God. 

a. Isaac was promised in Genesis 17:16, 19 

b. Messiah:  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law (Galatians 4:4 NKJV)   

3. Both persons were named before their birth. 

a. Isaac: laughter coming from joy 

b. Yeshua: salvation and our joy from it! 

4. Both births were supernatural. 

a. Isaac’s birth was supernatural for the LORD opened Sarah’s womb so that she could 
conceive 
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b. Jesus’ birth was totally supernatural given Who is Father is! 

5. Both births were the occasion of great joy. 

6. Both births are associated with the life beyond. 

a. Isaac represented a promise of future blessing here on earth! 

b. Jesus’ birth was the beginning of the promise of future blessings here and forever! 

7. Both birth’s were met with resistance by those who do not believe or those who fear 
loss of power and control 

a. Ishmael mocked the birth and was scornful of this usurper of his “rightful inheritance” 

b. Jesus was sought out by King Herod to kill him, the true king of the Jews;  Later the 
religious establishment, jealous of His power and the love of the people who wanted 
Him to be King, crucified Him.  

 

(9)  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, scoffing.  (10)  
Therefore she said to Abraham, "Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this 
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac."  (11)  And the matter was very 
displeasing in Abraham's sight because of his son.  (12)  But God said to Abraham, "Do not let it be 
displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has 
said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called.  (13)  Yet I will also make a 
nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed."  (14)  So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy to 
Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba.   

 

Hagar’s influence on her son is quite evident. She scorned and mocked Sarah before and now 
her 14-year-old son, Ishmael, is doing the same. He sees the writing on the wall regarding his 
inheritance and is not pleased. 

 
As before, Sarah would have none of it. She tells Abraham to get rid of Hagar and Ishmael.  
Abraham doesn’t want to because, as we have seen before, he truly loves Ishmael. Once 
again, God had to intervene to ensure that His sovereign choice of the heir of Abraham was 
going to be honored. God tells Abraham to listen to the voice of Sarah because in Isaac his 
seed will be called. In other words, “Abraham have you already forgotten the one I have 
chosen?” 

 

So, Abraham gives her plenty of water and bread and sends her and his other son away.  They 
wander out into the wilderness of Beersheba.   (this is the name of the place that Moses knew; 
it hadn’t been named that yet). 

 

(15)  And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs.  (16)  
Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to 
herself, "Let me not see the death of the boy." So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept.  
(17)  And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and 
said to her, "What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.  
(18)  Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation."  (19)  Then 
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God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and 
gave the lad a drink.  (20)  So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and 
became an archer.  (21)  He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from 
the land of Egypt.   

 

Here we see the compassionate heart of God. For some unknown reason, Hagar and Ishmael 
haven’t gotten too far in their travels. It has been noted by some that they are still fairly close to 
Abraham. But there is no water, and Hagar gives up all hope of rescue. She tells Ishmael to 
wait under a shrub of some sort. She sits down some distance away (I don’t know how long a 
“bowshot” is because it depends on the bow and arrow used.), but it was far enough so that 
she would not see him die and could not hear his cries. 

 

I cannot imagine how heart-broken Hagar was; Ishmael must have been pretty used up 
because you’d think a 14-year old boy would try to find help.  I have mixed feelings about 
Hagar’s separation from Ishmael at this time. Would she not want to be with him regardless of 
what awaited them?  But then again, the sight of a dying child and feeling totally helpless to do 
anything about it must have been excruciatingly painful. 

 

But Hagar cries out and evidently so does Ishmael. For the Angel of God (it does not say “an 
angel of God”) calls out to her, “What’s the matter?  Don’t worry or fear for your son, because 
God has heard his cries”.  He reminds her of his covenant with Ishmael, to make him a great 
nation.   In her fear and grief and hopelessness, she never saw a well that lay between them. 
The LORD opens her eyes so that she can finally see it, and she fills her skin with water and 
goes to her son.  The LORD never forsakes those to whom unconditional promises are made.  

 

Commit thou all thy griefs 
And ways into his hands; 
To his sure truth and tender care, 
Who earth and heav'n commands. 
 
Who points the clouds their course, 
Whom winds and seas obey, 
He shall direct thy wandering feet, 
He shall prepare thy way. 
 
Give to the winds thy fears; 
Hope, and be undismayed; 
God hears thy sighs, and counts thy tears, 
God shall lift up thy head. 
 
  

Hagar found a wife for him from her homeland, Egypt. Ishmael became a mighty archer and 
settled in the Wilderness of Beersheba.  We know he was the father of the Arabs and we know 
that his contempt for the child of Promise, Isaac, was certainly passed down thru the ages.  
Ishmael did return to bury his father Abraham with Isaac. Interestingly, Esau, another first born 
rejected by God to be in the lineage of Messiah, went to Ishmael and took one of his daughters 
to be his wife who would be one of many.   And like Lot, Ishmael fades into Biblical history 
except to be examples for us.   
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We will finish up Chapter 21 next week and go on to one of the most amazing stories in all of 
Scripture:  The Binding of Isaac. 

 

For now, there are two lessons:   

Like oil and water,  those of the flesh cannot co-exist with those of the Spirit. The fleshly must be 
cast out for they are bondservants of sin. They must be separated because their nature is to 
persecute, harass, and tempt the children of God.  

 

Paul gives a vivid picture in Galatians Chapter 4 of this reality: 

 

Galatians 4:21-31 NKJV  Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the 
law?  (22)  For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by 
a freewoman.  (23)  But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and 
he of the freewoman through promise,  (24)  which things are symbolic. For these are the two 
covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— (25)  for 
this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children— (26)  but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us 
all.  (27)  For it is written: "REJOICE, O BARREN, YOU WHO DO NOT BEAR! BREAK FORTH 
AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR! FOR THE DESOLATE HAS MANY MORE 
CHILDREN THAN SHE WHO HAS A HUSBAND."  (28)  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
children of promise.  (29)  But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him 
who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now.  (30)  Nevertheless what does the 
Scripture say? "CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THE 
BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE FREEWOMAN."  (31)  So 
then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free. 

 

Secondly, there’s also a picture of salvation in the story. 

 

Hagar and Ishmael were wandering in the desert. Their water was gone, and they sat down to die. 
And yet, in their misery, the Angel of God called out to her “Hagar, what ails you?  Fear not!”;  
First, note that He knows her name and her situation, just like He knew our names;  He tells her 
not to fear for He has heard the cries of the Ishmael, who while not the heir of Abraham, still had 
promises made to him.  

 

It was the LORD Jesus who had to open her eyes to see the well of water that was between her 
and her son. Once she saw the water, she had to make the effort to fill it and take it to her son.  

 

We all were Hagar before the LORD opened our eyes to see the well of Living Water.  Once seen, 
His grace then led us to draw from this well. And having drawn by faith, many of us offered this 
same Water to others.    

 

But the picture also shows that while Jesus offers Living Water, some never see it that way and 
treat His grace and mercy as common well water that satisfies the body but not the soul.  Hagar 
had the perfect opportunity to come to the God of Abraham, but she could not see the significance 
of God’s rescue of her and her son.  So, they, being bondservants of the flesh, rejected the offer 
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of Living Water and became satisfied in the flesh.   For unlike Abraham, Hagar lacked the faith 
needed to see the Truth. 

 

And that’s how they lived, always satisfied with the here-and-now and forgetting or not 
understanding the significance of the LORD’s offer of His water.  She even had multiple 
encounters with Him. She even obeyed Him in the past when she returned to Sarah.  It is sad 
when we too see those who come and taste the Living Water only to reject it because they choose 
the immediacy of fleshly gratification over the eternal reality of life with Messiah for it takes His 
Grace and the gift of Faith to accept this precious Water of Life Everlasting!  


