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Genesis 22:15 – 23:1-20 
 
Last week we saw the most remarkable picture of the sacrifice of Jesus in all the Old Covenant 
Scriptures.  Unlike other “types of Christ” such as Joseph, Moses, David, and others, these only pre-
figured Jesus by showing some similarities between the OT person and Jesus in terms of character, 
calling, or other attributes. But they weren’t really “types”, for none was asked to carry the wood of his 
altar, none of them was laid on that altar by his father, none said, in so many words, “not my will 
father, but yours be done”.  None was ever called “your only son”.  No other father was asked to 
plunge a knife into the heart of his son that he loved and who was a son of promise.    
 
We who believe see the truth in this picture. We see a Creator Who loved His world so much that 
even before the first particle of Light was spoken into the universe and the foundations of the earth 
were laid, He purposed in His heart to save this creation at any cost.   We who believe see that, 
“…God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.  (John 3:16 NKJV).     

 

On the third day, Abraham offered up his only son and even though the knife did not plunge into his 
body, Isaac was as good as “sacrificed”. Paul writes in Hebrews that Abraham received him as if 
Isaac was dead and was as if he was made alive. (Hebrews 11:19).  Even the ancient Rabbi’s had a 
similar take on what Paul wrote.  They said,  

“in the time that he was offered upon the altar, his soul (or "breath"), which he had in this 
world, "went out"; and when it was said to Abraham (or by him) blessed be he that quickens 
the dead, his soul (or breath), which he had in the world to come, returned to him--for "he was 
accounted as dead".'' 

In another place they also speak of him as if he was just dead; they say, 

"when he saw the sword over his neck, his breath fled from him, and came to the place of the 
soul, "as if he was at the point of giving up the ghost".'' 

 

Therefore, on the third day, Isaac was resurrected  just as Jesus was.  
It is sad that so many read this story and only see a religious fanatic who believed that God told him 
to simply kill his son and burn his flesh on an altar of wood.  How could a father do such a thing?  
Where was his free-will to refuse God?  Even Peter said, “No LORD” when he was asked to eat 
unclean foods.  And worse, what kind of God would promise to give an old couple a son, make them 
wait 25 years for him and then just as the son was ready to live his life, that He would tell the father, 
in effect, kill him for me.   These are the thoughts of unbelievers and those liberal theologians that are 
offended by all that talk of blood being shed, of sacrifices, of substituting an innocent one for a guilty 
one.   
  
But this attitude and these thoughts never crossed the mind of Abraham.  Such was his faith.  He 
knew His God.  He knew that the Creator of the Universe, who had the right to demand this of any of 
His children, could raise his only son from the dead and truly, would do it because God was faithful 
to His own Word.  It wasn’t just that the promise of a son was fulfilled in Isaac, but Abraham also  
understood that the LORD made promises to his son which were yet to be fulfilled.   
 

Before we move on, let’s look at 3 words that had never been used before in the first 21 chapters 
of Genesis: 
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1. Love – this was in verse 2, “…"Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love. 
2. Lamb – verse 7 – “…where is the lamb for a burnt offering” 
3. Fear – reverential fear, awestruck fear where God is feared simply because He is God.  There 

are other words used to describe terror or dread or being afraid but in Verse 12  “… now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”     

 
And, of course, there is one last comment: 
 

One person I happened to hear on the radio commented on the fact that a ram was found and 
sacrificed not a lamb. He thought that it couldn’t be a lamb because only Jesus was the true 
Lamb. The jury is still out on this interpretation. 
 
But the fact remains, the “ram” was a type of Christ as well. The ram was substituted for Isaac.  
This was the purpose for all animal sacrifices since Adam and Eve – substitutionary atonement 
to pay the penalty for sin.  
 

Now, the LORD just didn’t stop Abraham from sacrificing Isaac, He spoke to him again after the ram 
was offered up.  
 
Genesis 22:15 NKJV)  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven,  
(Genesis 22:16 NKJV)  and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have 
done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 
 

The LORD acknowledges Abraham’s faith in this extreme test and fulfillment of His faith.  I’ve 
often taught that a test is to exercise one’s faith to strengthen it and remove all impurities. I 
think that this is also what is happening here.   At this moment, Abraham’s faith was perfected, 
and he was totally aligned with the righteousness that God had declared so many years 
before.  
 
This is the third time Isaac is called “your only son”. And in its repetition, makes it even more 
important.  
 
We too can say to God, “Praise You for You did not withhold your Son, Your only Son”. 
 
I can’t pass over the oath that the LORD made:  “by Myself I have sworn”. This impressed 
Paul so much that he wrote about it: 
 

Hebrews 6:13-18 NKJV  For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could 
swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,  (14)  saying, "SURELY BLESSING I 
WILL BLESS YOU, AND MULTIPLYING I WILL MULTIPLY YOU."  (15)  And so, after 
he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.  (16)  For men indeed swear by the 
greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.  (17)  Thus God, 
determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath,  (18)  that by two immutable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to 
lay hold of the hope set before us. 

 
(Genesis 22:17 NKJV)  blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as 
the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall 
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possess the gate of their enemies. 
 

The phrase, “blessing I will bless you” and “multiplying I will multiply you” are Hebraic 
expressions denoting an increase beyond a normal blessing!  Even with all the difficulty the 
LORD had with His chosen People, He still blessed them with many material and spiritual 
blessing.  This also applies to those of us who have come to a saving knowledge of our 
Messiah; our spiritual blessings are certainly uncountable since they are eternal as well! 

 
One note:  there are actually 2 separate thoughts here. The first is the promise for Abraham’s 
descendants – innumerable as the stars and sand.  
 
The second: “and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies”,  changes 
from the plural “descendants” to a single “seed” who will possess the gate of HIS enemies.  
The word “and” isn’t in the original Hebrew and the word “their” is actually “his”.   Translators 
often try to neaten up verses ensuring that it maintains continuity. But in the Hebrew, it can 
change from one sentence to another.  The “gate” a symbol of authority and surely this applies 
to Messiah for He Himself said, “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  (Matthew 28:18 NKJV) 

 
(Genesis 22:18 NKJV)  In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you 
have obeyed My voice." 
 

Yes and Amen! And this becomes Paul’s greatest teaching;  By faith, Abraham set in motion 
the doctrine of justification by faith that has brought us all to the Throne of Grace – including 
Gentiles!    

 

Galatians 3:15-16 NKJV  Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a 
man's covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.  (16)  Now to 
Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as 
of many, but as of one, "AND TO YOUR SEED," who is Christ. 

 

Gal 3:29  And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise.  

 

(Genesis 22:19 NKJV)  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to 
Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.   
 

See the picture?  Isaac returned to his father’s house just as Jesus did.    
 
(Genesis 22:20 NKJV)  Now it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying, 
"Indeed Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor:  (Genesis 22:21 NKJV)  Huz his 
firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,  (Genesis 22:22 NKJV)  Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, 
Jidlaph, and Bethuel."  (Genesis 22:23 NKJV)  And Bethuel begot Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore 
to Nahor, Abraham's brother.  (Genesis 22:24 NKJV)  His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also 
bore Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Maachah. 
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All this to introduce the next story; women are not normally mentioned in genealogies unless it 

is important. Rebekah is that important!  For in verse 1 in chapter 23, the matriarch of the 

family has gone unto the LORD. 

Genesis 23:1-20 NKJV  Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of 

the life of Sarah.  (2)  So Sarah died in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and 

Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 

The place where Abraham and his family lived was called the “city of four giants” for the 
founder of the city was a man named Arba who was the father of Anak who was the father of 
the Anakims who frightened the spies who went into the “Promised Land” to check out the land 
after the Exodus.  

 

Numbers 13:33 NKJV  There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from 
the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their 
sight." 

 

That Abraham “came to mourn” most likely means that Sarah died while he was away, 
perhaps tending his flocks or some believe it was while he was with Isaac.  Losing his wife of 
many many years was devastating. Abraham, according to the customs of the day, would have 
sat with Sarah’s body inside their tent until it was time to bury her.  Today, Jews will mourn 
three contiguous times. First for 7 days after the burial; then there’s a 30 day period where the 
family begins to go back to a normal routine. Then after a year, the headstone is unveiled and 
there’s another graveside ceremony.  Jews believe in a quick burial, usually 1-3 days after 
death. They also have dirt and shovels next to the grave so that those who wish can place dirt 
onto the casket which is to symbolize their acceptance of the situation.   

 

(3)  Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying,  (4)  "I am a 
foreigner and a visitor among you. Give me property for a burial place among you, that I may bury my 
dead out of my sight."  (5)  And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him,  (6)  "Hear us, 
my lord: You are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None 
of us will withhold from you his burial place, that you may bury your dead."   

 

Abraham left the tent and met with some of the “locals”.  He begins a fairly long negotiation 
with them regarding a cave that was near by that would make a good burial place for Sarah.  

 

Here we have the Biblical “Art of the Deal”.   Each word spoken between Abraham and the 
sons of Heth and Ephron is calculated to ensure that each party gets what they want at a fair 
price.  

  

Note that Abraham is trying to find a burial plot on land that the LORD has promised to him 
and his descendants.  The sons of Heth know of his reputation as a mighty warrior and tell him 
to find the choicest of burial sites.  It certainly sounds as though the land and cave was going 
to be given to him.  But Abraham will not trust these unbelievers so he makes a proposition: 

  

(7)  Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the people of the land, the sons of Heth.  (8)  And 
he spoke with them, saying, “If it is your wish that I bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and meet 
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with Ephron the son of Zohar for me,  (9)  that he may give me the cave of Machpelah which he has, 
which is at the end of his field. Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place 
among you.”   

Ephron is a Hittite living among the sons of Heth.  Abraham wants the land and cave and is 
willing to buy it at full price.  

 

(10)  Now Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the 
presence of the sons of Heth, all who entered at the gate of his city, saying,  (11)  “No, my lord, hear 
me: I give you the field and the cave that is in it; I give it to you in the presence of the sons of my 
people. I give it to you. Bury your dead!”  (12)  Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people 
of the land;  (13)  and he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying, “If you will 
give it, please hear me. I will give you money for the field; take it from me and I will bury my dead 
there.”  (14)  And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,  (15)  “My lord, listen to me; the land is 
worth four hundred shekels of silver. What is that between you and me? So bury your dead.”   

 

Ephron offers to give the land along with the cave for free.  But once again, Abraham wants to 
buy it at the fair-market-value. Never let it be said that Abraham doesn’t pay the going rate.  

 

Ephron is a shrewd negotiator.  He says, in effect, “You can have it. What’s four hundred 
shekels between friends”.  And so, Ephron is maintaining his generosity but at the same time 
slips in the price.   This is how it’s done:  “I would like you to give it to me but it’s rude to just 
come out with an offer that might insult you.”  Then, “that’s ok because my generosity extends 
to 400 pieces of silver, which is nothing to me”.   

 

(16)  And Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out the silver for Ephron which he had 
named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency of the merchants.  
(17)  So the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave 
which was in it, and all the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding borders, 
were deeded  (18)  to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who 
went in at the gate of his city.  (19)  And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the 
field of Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  (20)  So the field and the 
cave that is in it were deeded to Abraham by the sons of Heth as property for a burial place. 

 

Done Deal!  Abraham buys the property and ensures that a deed is written up so that anyone 
who comes along later cannot claim the property.   
 
The burial of Sarah is noted because she was the wife of Abraham and the mother of the 
promised seed. The purchase of the field is worthy of note, as it is the first piece of property of 
the Chosen People in the promised land.  

 

It’s recorded in Genesis that Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah and Jacob and Leah 
were all buried in this cave.  
 
There’s a article about this site as it exists today at the end of these notes. 
 
It a testament to Abraham that he humbly sought from the unbelieving neighbors a place to 
bury Sarah. He did not try to swindle them. This is evident in that he paid the first price given 
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by Ephron the Hittite. The seller nearly always throws out the highest price first so that the 
haggling can begin. Abraham probably stunned him by accepting the sale-price as given.  
Abraham truly wanted to honor his wife and haggling over money for her grave might seem 
dishonoring her memory .   Abraham is an ambassador of the True God who wants his 
children to act right – even to the wicked.  

 
 
Abraham said something to the sons of Heth: in verse 4 he said, “I am a stranger and sojourner”.  It’s 
ironic given the promise of having the very land on which he was standing. He could have said, 
“Hello, I’m Abraham, your new landlord”.   
 
But Abraham believed God and that kind of trust caused his great humility before all men. Abraham 
trusted God. Abraham could calmly and with great assurance waive his God-given rights because 
God was a covenant-keeping, promise-keeping God who had so much more for Abraham than any 
plot of land.  
 

Most believers have at one time or another said, “oh I wish I had the faith of Abraham”.  You can 
because we are no different than Abraham or any of those recorded in Scripture.  Faith is not mystical 
nor mysterious.  We know that Jesus is the creator and completer of our faith, therefore we received 
the faith to believe and He perfects it throughout our lives by giving us mountains to climb and valleys 
of dark shadows through which to walk. When I think of faith, I think that it is based on purposing in 
our hearts that we are going to BELIEVE God, trusting Him and Hi Word regardless of how we feel, or 
what we see. It seems so simple as I write this.  BELIEVE Him for Who He is:  God Almighty; Creator 
and Savior and the One called by His children Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  
  

 

 


