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Genesis 28 
 

The last chapter (27) was a sad commentary on the free will of mankind. The LORD had already 

declared His will:  The Messianic line leading to Jesus was to be through Jacob. He was His 

sovereign choice. But along comes Isaac, Rebekah, Esau and Jacob. They created such a mess of a 

simple plan that it took God’s intervention to bring it to fruition. 

Isaac stubbornly tried to bless Esau as the first-born who had the birthright.  Rebekah undermined his 

plan by involving Jacob in a plot of deception. Jacob did obey his mother but was certainly a willing 

player, providing the right lies at the right time. Esau screamed and tearfully tried to get the blessing 

back from Jacob even though he never cared about it before.  

 

But God!  At the most critical moment, the Spirit of the LORD came upon Isaac so that he rightly 

understood and declared, “indeed he (Jacob) shall be blessed." 

 

We ended that chapter with Rebekah’s command to Jacob: Go to Laban, my brother, and find a wife 
among our people.  She informs Isaac of this in a way that allows him to believe that it’s his good 
idea.  Rebekah does prophesize that Jacob will only be there a very short while giving Esau time to 
calm down.  Oops. Good thing the commandment about false prophesy isn’t in place yet! 
 
(Genesis 28:1 NKJV)  Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, and said to 
him: "You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan.   

 
Marrying unbelieving women has always been deemed wrong by those who are called by God.  
There are, however, many who say, “not to worry, I can get them to convert”.  The problem is, 
it rarely happens. Nancy and I were talking about this because I was wondering why it seems 
as though the danger is for the believer to fall and not the unbeliever to rise up?  
 
We talked about the original design: 
 

Genesis 2:23-24 NKJV  And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my 
flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  (24)  Therefore 
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. 
 

When a man and woman join in the marriage covenant, there is to be a spiritual joining as well. 
So, how can one who has the Spirit of God in him (or with him as it was in the OT days, 
mostly) cling to one who is spiritually dead?    Paul says that in our flesh nothing good dwells, 
then certainly our spiritual life together must be united as well, and more so.  

 
You’re probably thinking about Paul’s teaching on this.  

 
2 Corinthians 6:14-16 NKJV  (14)  Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has 
light with darkness?  (15)  And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a 
believer with an unbeliever?  (16)  And what agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I WILL DWELL IN 
THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM. I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE."    
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Some others might be thinking, “Hey Pastor, didn’t you marry Nancy when she was a believer 
and you were a heathen?”.  Yes, we did. Are we the proverbial ‘exception to the rule’? Yes.  
Would we recommend this to others?  Absolutely not. Is that hypocritical?  No.  it’s because 
now I know the truth.  Before I saw something in Nancy that I could not understand but I knew I 
needed.  I didn’t want Jesus but couldn’t resist the obvious work He had done in her. It was 
extremely difficult for her but the LORD would not let her leave this mishuginah Jew-boy from 
Baltimore. Neither she nor I would have ever thought that we would be serving the LORD and 
you in Crossville TN.   
 

(Genesis 28:2 NKJV)  Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother's father; and 
take yourself a wife from there of the daughters of Laban your mother's brother. (3 )  "May God 
Almighty bless you, And make you fruitful and multiply you, That you may be an assembly of peoples; 
(4 )  And give you the blessing of Abraham, To you and your descendants with you, That you may 
inherit the land In which you are a stranger, Which God gave to Abraham." (5 )  So Isaac sent Jacob 
away, and he went to Padan Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, 
the mother of Jacob and Esau. 

 
Then Isaac does something he should have done before: Obey God’s will in the matter of 
Jacob and provide a blessing over him and his birthright.  
 
Here are the blessings: 
1. Be blessed of God 
2. Become fruitful and multiply (repeated in Genesis 9 times) 
3. Become a multitude of peoples;  the Hebrew word also means an assembly or convocation 

or congregation. It nearly always refers to the congregation of Israel. So, while not stating it 
explicitly, he is promised a nation just as his father was.  

4. Isaac bestows upon this chosen son the blessing of Abraham: 
a. The entire land of Canaan.  
b. While not specifically stating it, the Blessing of Abraham also included the Blessing 

of Messiah: 
i. Genesis 22:18 ”In your Seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 

because you have obeyed My voice." 

As I said before, it is critical that Jacob, the next chosen, is the one to carry the Seed of the 

Promised Messiah. 

 

(Genesis 28:6 NKJV)  Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to 
take himself a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, "You shall 
not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan," (7 )  and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his 
mother and had gone to Padan Aram. 

 
Esau is still struggling with his relationship with his father. He notices Jacob’s obedience to his 
parents. He also notices Isaac’s desire to bless Jacob willingly and not under duress or deceit. 
He still wants something from his father, but he’s focusing on the wrong Father – and history 
seems to attest to this as a generational rejection of the True God.  
 

(Genesis 28:8 NKJV)  Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac. (9 
)  So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 
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The Hebrew for “did not please Isaac” better translates to “were evil in the eyes of Isaac”.  
 
Esau thinks that if he goes to Abraham’s other son, Ishmael, that he might gain some favor 
with his dad. Esau is a carnal man who just doesn’t “get it”.  He doesn’t understand that 
Ishmael was “cast out” for good reason. Ishmael was as carnal as Esau.  
 
So, he goes to the family of Ishmael and takes a wife. She is simply added to the wives he 
already had.  He now has more wives and still, he does not impress his parents…a lose-lose 
situation indeed.  
 

(Genesis 28:10 NKJV)  Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. (11 )  So he 
came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the 
stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. 

 
Jacob the shepherd, Jacob the homebody is out in the desert and in the mountains. He’s 
traveled some 80 miles or so.  He’s alone. Is he fearful? Perhaps. Is he excited about the 
future? Perhaps.  He knows what he has left behind but does not know what lies ahead. Some 
journeys must be made alone but as Jacob will see, those walking in obedience are never 
alone.  
 
He lies down with stones as a pillow. Many of the commentators did not delve into this picture. 
I think mainly because much of it would be conjecture.  We might surmise that he was tired 
and uncomfortable, but the thoughts of the inner man are just guesswork. But the LORD is 
there with him.       
 
 

(Genesis 28:12 NKJV)  Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
 

Jacob had a strange and vivid dream.  There is a ladder. It has been set up on earth and it 
reaches heaven.  It is a pathway for the angels, God’s messengers as described in Psalm 
103:19-21: 
 

Psalms 103:19-21 NKJV  The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His 
kingdom rules over all.  (20)  Bless the LORD, you His angels, Who excel in strength, 
who do His word, Heeding the voice of His word.  (21)  Bless the LORD, all you His 
hosts, You ministers of His, who do His pleasure. 

 
Jacob is given a glimpse into the spiritual world that surrounds him. He is not alone. There are 
angelic beings at work, doing the will of the One Who created them. And there’s a connection 
between Heaven where God is said to dwell and earth where man dwells.  
 
As we will see in the next verse, the LORD is standing above it in Heaven.  The LORD reveals 
Himself to Jacob as the One who oversees all of life, who directs the angels to do His good 
pleasure. He is standing. This is a picture of His active involvement in our lives. 
 
The LORD used this dream to reveal something deeper:  He is THE ladder.  
 



4 | P a g e  
 

John 1:49-51 NKJV   (49)  Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  (50)  Jesus answered and said to him, 
"Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these."  (51)  And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man." 

 
Jesus is the ladder upon which we live, move and have our being.  He is the ladder by which 
we enter the Throne Room of God. He is the ladder by which all exceedingly precious 
promises and blessings flow down from the Throne of Grace.  
But just as with Jacob, there are angels of God ascending and descending upon “the Son of 
Man” ministering to the Son of Man, Christ Jesus on earth. 

 
Angels attended to Jesus: 
 

Mark 1:13 NKJV  And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and 
was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to Him. 
 
Luke 22:42-43 NKJV  saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; 
nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done."  (43)  Then an angel appeared to Him 
from heaven, strengthening Him. 
 
Matthew 28:2-6 NKJV  And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and 
sat on it.  (3)  His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.  (4)  
And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.   

 
And Angels will attend to us as well: 
 

Hebrews 1:14 NKJV Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those 
who will inherit salvation? 
 

(Genesis 28:13 NKJV)  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your 
descendants.  (14 )  Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad 
to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.   (15 )  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you." 
 

The LORD comes to his own at critical times. He is our ever-present help in times of trouble --  
in times of plenty and in times of need. Jacob is beginning a journey that will take him north to 
Haran, the marrying of two sisters (by deception) and the services of two surrogates which 
would bear 12 sons and other daughters. After 20 years of service (also done in deception and 
trickery) he would also pass by Edom and meet with his estranged brother. Bd patient, the 
details are coming… 
 
But the LORD knows that Jacob needs strength, so He reiterates the blessing that are his: 

1. The land will be his and his descendants.  
2. His descendants will be innumerable as the sand 
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3. And in Jacob, like Abraham and Isaac, in his seed, all the families of the earth will be 
blessed! 

4. The LORD promises to be with him and to guard him;  
5. The LORD promises not to leave him until all His promises are fulfilled! 
 

Does Jacob believe the LORD? 
 

(Genesis 28:16 NKJV)  Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, 
and I did not know it."  (17 )  And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!" 

 
Jacob wakes up and realizes that the LORD had visited him. The word “afraid” and the word 
“awesome” are the same word in the Hebrew and carry the meaning of “reverence” towards 
God. That doesn’t mean he wasn’t afraid at all; the idea here is fear in humility knowing the 
greatness of God.  
 
He knows that the LORD God is great and powerful. He certainly believes IN Him, but does He 
know that He can be trusted at His Word? 
 
Let’s see… 
 

(Genesis 28:18 NKJV)  Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at 
his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. (19 )  And he called the name of that place 
Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously. 

 
Beth-el is Hebrew for house of God.   
 
This is the first of two times that oil was used as an offering in Genesis. Both times it was 
Jacob who poured out the oil onto the altar.  We don’t know from where this practice 
originated. It’s also the only two times in Genesis that the word “poured” was used. Evidently, 
the practice was carried over into the time of the Exodus when it was used for the Tabernacle 
Lampstand and for anointing oil for priests and sacred objects. 
 
Jacob is doing the right things…but… 
 

(Genesis 28:20 NKJV)  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this 
way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, (21 )  so that I come back to my 
father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God. (22 )  And this stone which I have set as a 
pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You.” 
 

Another Genesis first:  Jacob vowed a vow. The Hebrew simply means promise. 

There’s a lot to be said of this vow and, of course, there is disagreement as to what Jacob 
meant by it.  

A big red flag went up as I read the first word out of Jacob’s mouth: IF.  This has led many to 
believe that Jacob’s vow is carnally motivated and of the “if you scratch my back, I’ll scratch 
Yours”.  Guzik says that “knowing Jacob as we do”, he is still trying to make deals with God, 
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even promising God money if He makes good on His promise.  I think he is prejudging Jacob, 
not just on his past record, but on his future actions.  

Others disagree because the Hebrew word “if” can also be translated “Since”.  So, it could 
read, “Since God is with me, and will keep me, and will sustain me with food and clothing until I 
return to my father’s house, then I will surely know that the LORD will be my God”.  Albert 
Barnes even goes as far as to say: 

It is the grand and solemn expression of the soul’s free, full, and perpetual acceptance 
of the Lord to be its own God…. But now the spirit of adoption prompts Jacob to a 
spontaneous movement toward God. 

He concludes his comments with this interesting statement: 

As the Father is prominently manifested in regenerate Abraham, and the Son in Isaac, 
so also the Spirit in Jacob. 

I lean towards the vow starting with ‘Since’; Jacob certainly experienced something few men 
have experienced: the LORD coming to him in a dream to strengthen his heart with the 
same promises given to his grandfather and his father. 

This doesn’t preclude that Jacob has a lot to learn!  He has difficult lessons to learn about 
submission, authority, courage and leadership.  

 
We all, like Jacob, are going through a process of sanctification which will separate us from the 

world’s influences. At times we believe Him at His Word. Other times, we don’t because we are 

seeing with our physical eyes instead of our spiritual ones. We all, like Jacob, must take long journeys 

to reach the goal of being conformed to His image. We all, like Jacob, can be our own worst enemy 

because the faith we have dims over time. However, we have someone in us that Jacob did not: the 

Holy Spirit; Yes, He was with Jacob, ministering the LORD’s grace to him.  But how much more do 

we have? The Spirit of Christ abides in us. Urging us, encouraging us, convicting us and always, 

building us up.  He doesn’t criticize but He does correct. He will not leave us nor forsake us but is with 

us forever causing us to live, move and have our being.  And, yes, like Jacob, we learn that it is 

easier to submit and surrender, clinging to Him,  than it is to resist Him and kick against the goads.  

Let us allow His amazing grace and His ever-present love to be made real in our lives.  

 

 


