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Genesis 3:20 – 4:7 
 

Last week examined the Fall of Adam and Eve and the consequences that they earn for Adam’s 
disobedience and Eve’s deception.  Curses were spelled out by God.  All that was declared by God to 
be “very good” became very bad.    Even though Adam (and Eve) broke the Edenic Covenant (Don’t 
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, else you will surely die), God’s grace and mercy 
was extended to our parents – but it came with a price:  A cursed world and sin and death for every 
human being that came from their blood line….All but one...the Seed of the Woman would rescue the 
souls of man.  And not just that: 

 

Future revelation revealed: 

  

Paul, speaking of the resurrection explained: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:42-49  …. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.  (43)  It 
is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.  (44)  It is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body.  (45)  And so it is written, "THE FIRST MAN ADAM BECAME A LIVING BEING." 
The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. (46)  However, the spiritual is not first, but the 
natural, and afterward the spiritual.  (47)  The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the 
second Man is the Lord from heaven.  (48)  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are 
made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly.  (49)  And as 
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly 
Man. 

 

After man failed the conditional Edenic covenant, God made a second covenant with Adam and Eve:  
The Adamic covenant was unconditional:  God sovereignly declares “this is what I WILL DO…period”. 
And while this covenant contained curses for disobedience, there was one enigmatic blessing:   

 

Genesis 3:15  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and 
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel." 

 

A Seed of the Woman would be born supernaturally and crush the head of the Serpent and thereby 
first remove his power over humans and eventually would be throw into the Lake of Fire.  

  

These two covenants and the six that followed proved that our God is a promise-keeper.  He says, “I 
WILL”, and that’s what He does.   Even the conditional covenants show this promise-keeping, for if 
God says, “If you do this, I will  OR  If you do not do this, I will”, believe HIM!  So, the conditional part 
is placed squarely on the shoulders of the people who enter into a covenant with Him.   

 

By way of contrast, Abraham’s unconditional covenant of, “In your Seed all the nations of the earth 
will be blessed”, came to fruition regardless of the behavior or works of the people!  And thank God 
for that!!!! 

 

I’m bringing this up now because it is critical to our faith in our Covenant Keeping God!   And as we 
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read thru this Book or any of the Books of the Bible, we can marvel at His patience, love, mercy and 
grace towards mankind (and that includes us!).  In just a few short chapters, these attributes of our 
God will be tested to the breaking point in a global way. 

 

But for now, we have some local issues to discuss! 

 

Genesis 3:20-24  And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living.  (21)  Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.  
(22)  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good 
and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever"— (23)  therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground 
from which he was taken.  (24)  So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east 
of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the 
tree of life. 

(Genesis 3:20 NKJV)  And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living. 

 

In Hebrew, Eve is Chavvah.  It means lifegiver.   
 
I don’t know if you recall but there was something deeper about naming someone.  It meant 
that they had authority over that person:  NOT tyrannical but care and responsibility for them.   
In a sense, this is why Adam was tasked with naming the animals, for he was given 
responsibility over them.   I AM NOT IN ANY WAY RELATING EVE TO AN ANIMAL!!!!  NOR 
AM I SAYING ADAM HAD “DOMINION” OVER HER WITH AN “UNDER MY THUMB” KIND 
OF ATTITUDE! 
 
The “fact” that this type of behavior was exhibited in the Bible does not condone it!!!  Its basis 
is in the sin nature.  

 
(Genesis 3:21 NKJV)  Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed 
them. 
 

Now, think back to Genesis 3:15. It has been called the First  Gospel (obviously a modern 
idea).  Here’s the gist:  Satan, Sin, Sentence, Seed, Solution!   
 
Now, in verse 21, we see the first instance of what is known as substitutionary atonement.  
Something must die so that a sinner’s sin could be atoned  or recompensed.  Even from the 
Edenic covenant, death was the wages of sin.  Someone might complain about such a harsh 
response but when you who consider God’s infinite holiness and justice, what else could He 
do?    
 
So, along comes infinite mercy and grace!  In this case it was some sort of animal, that also 
has blood flowing through its veins.  Its blood was poured out so that Man, made in the image 
of God, could live.  If you are sensitive to an innocent animal being killed on your behalf, 
remember TWO things:  1) an animal is not as important to God as a Person is (See Matthew 
10:26-31)  and, 2) if you still have an issue with an animal dying in your place, talk to Jesus 
about it, for even God’s only begotten Son shed His innocent blood for you….   
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(Genesis 3:22 NKJV)  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to 
know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and 
live forever"— 
 

Being spiritually dead AND physically immortal would not be good…  Separated from God 
forever?   But besides the wonderful revelation about God’s true nature of multiple Persons in 
the Godhead,  can we see the grace of God???? 
 
Evidently, the sin of Adam and Eve was before they ate from the Tree of Life.  God’s reasoning 
was perfect and gracious:  they must not be allowed to eat from that Tree because otherwise 
they will be sinners forever!!!   All hope would be gone; and without hope, what’s the point? 
 

(Genesis 3:23 NKJV)  therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground 
from which he was taken. 
 

Evicted! 
   

(Genesis 3:24 NKJV)  So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of 
Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life. 
 

And interesting phrase “drove out” is used in this verse.  It’s the same word used elsewhere for 
‘divorce’.   Surely, Adam and Eve are divorced from God.  The relationship as pictured by the 
Garden, is damaged.  That they were in a covenantal relationship with Him is seen in this 
verse from Hosea 6:7: 
 

Hosea 6:7 ESV  But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they dealt 
faithlessly with me. 

  
 

But, for now, we’re off to the race…the human race! 
 
 

(Genesis 4:1)  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have 
acquired a man from the LORD." 

 
We know that the word know doesn’t always mean know even though in the majority of uses 
it means to know, ya know? 
 
Here and some other places, it means to know sexually. How did Adam and Eve know to 
“know”?    
 
Here’s some interesting quotes from evolutionists: 
 

“Sex is the queen of problems in evolutionary biology. Perhaps no other natural 
phenomenon has aroused so much interest; certainly none has sowed as much 
confusion. The insights of Darwin and Mendel, which have illuminated so many 
mysteries, have so far failed to shed more than a dim and wavering light on the central 
mystery of sexuality, emphasizing its obscurity by its very isolation.”  (The Masterpiece 
of Nature: The Evolution of Genetics and Sexuality”, Graham Bell) 
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Here's another:   

“Sex is not only unnecessary, but it ought to be a recipe for evolutionary disaster. For 
one thing, it is an inefficient way to reproduce…And sex carries other costs as well…By 
all rights, any group of animals that evolves sexual reproduction should be promptly 
outcompeted by nonsexual ones. And yet sex reigns… Why is sex a success, despite 
all its disadvantages?” (Evolution: The Triumph of an Idea by Carl Zimmer) 

The origin of sex remains a mystery for those committed to a purely materialistic view of 
reality (as all evolutionist are); To believe that purely materialistic processes, governed by the 
laws of chance, could have produced such a mechanism stretches credulity beyond 
reasonable limits.  (https://www.allaboutscience.org) 
 
Another nail in the coffin of evolution! 
But let’s not miss that she said: 
I have acquired a man from the LORD. 

I acquired a man through God 
With the LORD'S help, I have made a man! 
I have gotten the man that the LORD promised 
I produced a man with Adonai. 
I have gotten a man by Jehovah 
Some manuscripts say, ‘I have gotten a man, the Lord’ 
 

The gist is, Eve understood that the LORD promised a man to undo the curse they were 
under.  She thought that this was the “man”.  See how she calls him a man, even at 
birth. 
 

(Genesis 4:2)  Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 
 

Soon after, Eve bore Abel (means transitory, emptiness or vain). 
 
Abel was a shepherd;  Cain was a farmer (the Hebrew for “tiller” implies being in “bondage or a 
slave”) 

 
(Genesis 4:3)  And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of 
the ground to the LORD.  (4)  Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the 
LORD respected Abel and his offering,  (5)  but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain 
was very angry, and his countenance fell. 
 

Even the facts seem to tell the story:  Abel brought the firstborn of his flock. It was a sacrifice, 
but he trusted that the LORD would continue to provide.   
 
Cain brought of the “fruit of the ground”.  It does not say “first fruits”.    
 
The LORD “respected” Abel’s offering but not Cain’s. The word seems to imply that God 
looked intently at what was given. Perhaps also to imply that He liked Abel’s better than Cain’s, 
AND after looking, perhaps, at their hearts as well! 
Some ancient Rabbi’s believed that Cain brought what was left of his food, or light and trivial 
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things, like flax or hemp seed. I don’t think it was just because the ground was cursed. Afterall, 
weren’t grain offerings prescribed in the Law acceptable?  
 
Cain was angry about the whole affair.  Angry at Abel for “showing his older brother up?”.   
Angry at God for seeming to reject his offering without good cause?  So, his countenance  fell. 
Countenance in the Hebrew is “pawneem” which means “faces”.  It’s used over 2000 times 
with various meanings but it’s a good picture of anger or disappointment we’ve all experienced.  

 
(Genesis 4:6)  So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? 
 

Like his father and mother before him, God questions Cain. God sees his heart and invites him 
to confess his feelings about the situation – feelings that the LORD knows are not good.  
Feelings born of some pretty ugly thoughts! 
 

(Genesis 4:7)  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the 
door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."   ((( some translations say “him”)))  
 

Come, Cain…let us reason together.   If you do right, if you are making an offering or 
sacrifice to me your LORD with an attitude of humility, wishing to give me glory and honor, will 
I not gladly accept it? 
 
Or, perhaps the LORD is asking Cain to examine his inner turmoil;  retrace his feelings to 
figure out what’s at the core of them and then confess them before he acts on them??? 
 
But if you do not do well, is not sin crouching like a lion waiting for the right moment to pounce 
and kill?   It wants you!  It longs for you!  But you must rule over him!     
 
In other words, be angry but sin not!   Sin got you into this state!   But it has not mastered 
you… yet…. 

(Genesis 4:8)  Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 
 

The “man” that Eve got from the LORD, the one who was to deliver Adam and Eve from the 
curses, this same Man became the second murderer but the first human murderer. 

  
Whatever they talked about, did nothing to appease Cain’s wrath.  
 
The Book of Jasher, which is quoted in Joshus 10:13 and 2 Samuel 1:18, retells the story in a 
bit more detail.  It’s not canonical but, it has a ring of reality about it.   I took the account and 
then went one step further. I paraphrased what it said just to add some flavor to the account.  I 
say in advance:  this is not Scriptural. It’s just given to give a picture of “what might have been” 
without adding or taking away from the TRUTH of the Biblical account: 

 
After the offerings were made, God turned to Abel's offering, and having accepted it, fire 
came down from heaven and consumed it. 
 
The Lord didn't care for Cain's offering for he had brought inferior fruit of the ground 
before the Lord; 
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Cain was jealous against his brother Abel on account of this, and he sought a pretext to 
slay him. 
 
Sometime after, Cain and Abel went one day into the field to do their work; Cain was 
tilling and ploughing his ground, and Abel feeding his flock; and the flock passed that 
part which Cain had ploughed in the ground, and Cain grew more angry then before. 
 
And Cain approached his brother Abel and he said to him, "What's with you that you 
think that you can bring your flock to feed on my land?   
  
And Abel answered his brother Cain and said unto him, "Hey, what's with you who eat 
the meat  of my flock and even clothe yourself with their wool?".  "So, here's the deal, 
Cain. You give back the clothes you're wearing, and I'll remove my sheep from your 
land (and if you want, I’ll even take the fertilizer with me!”.  
 
Cain then said, "Hey little brother, You’re really pushing my buttons!  If I kill you, will 
anyone even notice or require your blood from me? 
 
Then Abel answered Cain, saying, "God who has made us in the earth, he will avenge 
my cause, and he will require my blood from you if you kill me!  Don't you know the Lord 
is judge and mediator. Vengeance is His and He will act  according to a man's 
wickedness.  So, if you kill me, God will know it and will judge you for the evil which you 
spoke out against me this day! 
  
And when Cain heard the words which Abel his brother had spoken, His anger seemed 
to explode inside against Abel. No one likes having the LORD thrown in his face!   He 
then quickly rose up, took the iron part of his ploughing tool, and suddenly killed his 
brother. Abel's blood was spilled all over the ground and even streamed down to his 
flock. 
 
And Cain dug a hole in the field and put his brother's body in it and then he turned the 
dust over it. 

So, it didn’t take long for a brother’s blood to be spilled out on the ground out of jealousy, anger, rage, 
and other emotions that he chose not to contain.  Perhaps that’s another aspect of God’s 
conversation with Cain…He was giving Cain a chance to count to 10! 
 
But Cain would not let it go. The sin-nature has kicked into high-gear! 
 
BUT LOOK!!!!  Once again, our LORD God came down. Adam and Eve were cast out and their sin 
separated themselves from their Creator.  But God!!!   The GREAT I AM still came down to Cain and 
truly and lovingly and graciously warned him and even tried to teach him about the turmoil raising up 
in his soul!      GOD CAME DOWN because Cain would not “reach up”.    But God knew and still 
cared.  
 
Years before, I AM came down to redeem Cain’s parents by the sacrifice of an animal. 
 
And then again, many many years later, I AM came down to redeem the enslaved peoples of Jacob 
by the blood of the firstborn of the Egyptians.  
 
And then about 1500 years later, the GREAT I AM came down to redeem all mankind.  
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The GREAT I AM will come down to gather His Bride to be with Him. And then again, to rule and 
reign forever and ever.   And as it was in the beginning, so it will be in the end:   very good!    


