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Genesis 35 
Chapter 33 and 34 saw the top of the roller coaster and then the bottom of it. We saw a reunion and 
reconciliation between twin brothers, one who deceived and cheated the other and the other who 
vowed to kill him for it. The reunion was sweet and God, who was behind the requisite changes 
needed for it, is Glorified.  

 

Then we witnessed one of the most disturbing chapters in the Book and even in the Bible.  Jacob’s 
daughter is raped and held captive in Shechem by Shechem. Her father does nothing, but her 
brothers slaughter every man in the city. Some might hate their response, but others cheer as a way 
to put evil on notice, that it will not be tolerated. I am not advocating for the later attitude.  But note 
this:  God is not mentioned ONCE in chapter 34.    

 

Today, we see God’s apparent response to Jacob:  get outta here and go to Bethel.  During this trek, 
more death will come. But the good news is, next there’s an entire chapter dedicated to Esau’s 
descendants!  Oh Boy! 

 

(Genesis 35:1 NKJV)  Then God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make an 
altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau your brother." 

 

Chapter 28, you recall, described Jacob’s “ladder” dream which included the following 
passages: 

 

Genesis 28:13-15 NKJV  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God 
of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and 
your descendants.  (14)  Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your 
seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.  (15)  Behold, I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I 
have done what I have spoken to you." 

: 

: 

Genesis 28:20-22 NKJV  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep 
me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on,  (21)  so 
that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God.  (22)  
And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I 
will surely give a tenth to You." 

 

Genesis 31:13 NKJV  I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where you 
made a vow to Me. Now arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of your family." 

 

As we have discussed in the past, sometimes God directly intervenes in the lives of His 
servants. He does so now as a way to remind Jacob of his promises he made to God many 
years before. God, of course, kept His promise to Jacob. And He will see it through to its 
intended end: the formation/creation of the Nation of Israel.  
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Also, Jacob was susceptible to the lusts of the world. God had to separate him from the worldly 
philosophies, religions and evils. This is one reason the church was formed. If the Jewish 
believers remained apart of the Jewish community, they would have succumbed to the 
pressures of the leaders, rabbis and priests. They would have ended up with a Judaism that 
simply tacked on Jesus whenever needed. That’s why coming to church is so important. We 
need the love and encouragement of other believers to continue the race until the end. 

 

(Genesis 35:2 NKJV)  And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Put away the 
foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments. (3)  Then let us 
arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my 
distress and has been with me in the way which I have gone." (4)  So they gave Jacob all the foreign 
gods which were in their hands, and the earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under 
the terebinth tree which was by Shechem. 
 

Jacob knows that he’s been told to go to the House of God. It’s a sacred place, consecrated 
with sacrifices and vows. He’s smart to show the upmost reverence to the his God and the 
God of his fathers. Therefore, he calls the entire camp together and tells them to give up their 
idols. He takes them and buries them under the oak tree.  It is suspected that these were not 
gold or silver because otherwise he might have melted them down.  After that he commands 
them all to bath and put on clean clothes.  This may be because of the slaughter of Shechem.    
 
Regarding the earrings, the women (and possibly some of the men) may have adopted 
Canaanite jewelry practices which were associated with idol and other religious practices. 
When meeting God, it was a good idea to take care of the outside, to show Him your 
willingness to have Him be your God. 
 
(Exodus 19:10 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them 
today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. 

 
Now some people say, “Don’t be like those CC folks, coming to church in shorts and t-shirts. 
That’s disrespectful and borders on sin. You have to come all dressed up to stand before 
God”. Well, I think it goes without saying that God doesn’t judge a man by the external things, 
but by his heart.  
 

(Genesis 35:5 NKJV)  And they journeyed, and the terror of God was upon the cities that were all 
around them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 
 

Even without the internet, the sons of Jacob have a reputation, and nobody interferes with their 
journey south.  
 

(Genesis 35:6 NKJV)  So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and 
all the people who were with him. (7)  And he built an altar there and called the place El Bethel, 
because there God appeared to him when he fled from the face of his brother. 
 

He calls the place “the House of the strong God”.  As it turns out, many manuscripts do not 
have the “El” preceding Bethel. So, this may be a “rededication” of the existing altar. Either 
way, this place is a “house of God”. 
 

(Genesis 35:8 NKJV)  Now Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died, and she was buried below Bethel under 
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the terebinth tree. So the name of it was called Allon Bachuth. 
 

Deborah was Rebekah’s nurse. Most believe that this is just an “fyi” since there’s no 
indication that she was with Jacob’s family.  However, some others believe that she came to 
Haran to be with Jacob’s family after Rebekah died.  Both are plausible but the fact remains, 
she died and there’s no comments about her current status. 
 
Allon Bachuth means “oak of weeping” and may have been a known monument to this woman.  
 

(Genesis 35:9 NKJV)  Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and 
blessed him. (10)  And God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob 
anymore, but Israel shall be your name." So He called his name Israel. (11)  Also God said to him: 
"I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall proceed from 
you, and kings shall come from your body. (12)  The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to 
you; and to your descendants after you I give this land." (13)  Then God went up from him in the place 
where He talked with him. 
  

Seems rather redundant but repetition is required for the hard of head and the stiff of neck.  
Jacob has been acting more like Jacob than the man God wants him to be. So, God says, 
“Jacob, you are no longer Jacob so quit acting like him!”.  Many of Paul’s letters say the same 
thing to us!  “You are no longer a slave to sin, so stop it!”. “You have been crucified with Christ 
so stay dead and allow Jesus to live His life in you”! 
 
Just so he understands, “God tells him again, “I am God Almighty”.  Therefore, you are to be 
fruitful and multiply and I will cause nations and kings to come out of your body”. And God 
reiterated the land covenant: “I give you this land!”.  Between the lines God was saying, in 
effect, “Since I am the Almighty God, I will cause you to be fruitful and to multiply. I will have 
kings and nations come from your seed. And this land is your land now but there are squatters 
that will be removed one day in the future. 
 
Summed up, God tells Israel: “Cling to the Truth; I am your Truth”. 

 
 
 
Just two more observations: 
 
The LORD used the phrase “be fruitful and multiple” 7 times: 

Once to Adam 
Twice to the birds, fish and land animals 
Twice to Noah 
Once to Jacob thru a prophesy/blessing from Isaac 
Once to Jacob from God fulfilling the prophesy. 

 

So, God blesses in this manner when there is something critical happening in the Seed War: 

 Adam at the start of humanity 

Noah at the restart of humanity 

Jacob, the third and last Patriarch from whom Christ came who brought salvation to 
all who believed and had faith in the coming Promised Seed as well as all who would 
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believe in his Name.    

 

Second observation:  “a company of nations” shall come from Jacob. The problem is, only one 
nation came from Jacob: Israel. The word used for company is often translated as assembly or 
congregation when speaking about the tribes of Israel.  

 

(Genesis 35:14 NKJV)  So Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He talked with him, a pillar of 
stone; and he poured a drink offering on it, and he poured oil on it. (15)  And Jacob called the name 
of the place where God spoke with him, Bethel. 
 

Once again, the place where God spoke to Jacob is consecrated to the God of his fathers.  
Jacob pours wine and oil onto the altar.  This altar was, unlike the others that he and his 
fathers set up, was commanded by God  
  

Philippians 2:17 NKJV  Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 NKJV  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure is at hand.  (7)  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.  (8)  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not 
to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

 
I pray we all have this witness: that we fight the good fight, finish the race before us, and we 
are steadfast in our faith!  That, to me, is the definition of a faithful overcomer.    

 
Regarding the drink offering,  Jesus is the fulfillment of this sacrifice as well. His blood and 
water were poured out on the altar of the Cross. He told of this at the last Passover when they 
drank from the Cup of Redemption: 
 

And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you 
is the new covenant in my blood.  (Luke 22:20 ESV) 

 

Paul understood: 

 

And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.  (Ephesians 5:2 NKJV) 

 

(Genesis 35:16 NKJV)  Then they journeyed from Bethel. And when there was but a little distance to 
go to Ephrath, Rachel labored in childbirth, and she had hard labor. 

 
Unbeknownst to us, Rachel was pregnant. They are now close to Bethlehem aka Ephrath, and 
then there’s about 6 miles or so to Hebron where Isaac still lives.  Rachel is having a very hard 
birth. The pain is severe and probably hemorrhaging.   
 

(Genesis 35:17 NKJV)  Now it came to pass, when she was in hard labor, that the midwife said to 
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her, “Do not fear; you will have this son also.”  
 

Her midwife encourages her and tells her that she will have another son! 
 

(Genesis 35:18 NKJV)  And so it was, as her soul was departing (for she died), that she called his 
name Ben-Oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 

 
With Rachel’s dying breath, she names him “Ben-Oni” which means “son of my sorrow”;  
Jacob, however, calls him Benjamin which has several translations:  Son of my right hand; or 
son of the south.    
 
Jacob does not want his son carrying the name that will remind everyone of Rachel’s death 
and sorrow!   
 

(Genesis 35:19 NKJV)  So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 
(20)  And Jacob set a pillar on her grave, which is the pillar of Rachel's grave to this day. 

 
Rachel was buried on the way to Bethlehem. She never bore all the children she desired and 
had a strained relationship with her sister because of the jealousy between them. Some 
believed that the curse pronounced on the “one who stole the idols”e was fulfilled. I don’t think 
this aligns with God’s grace. However, it is sadly ironic that she cried out “Give me children 
else I die”. Sadly, both came true.  
 
A grave stone was set up and was known at the time of Moses. However, there is also a 
reference in 1 Samuel 10:2 when Samuel anointed Saul as king. 
 

When you have departed from me today, you will find two men by Rachel’s tomb in the 
territory of Benjamin at Zelzah;   
 

By God’s providence, Benjamin was given the land in which  Rachel was buried when the land 
was divided among the sons of Israel by casting lots, hundreds of years later. 
 

(Genesis 35:21 NKJV)  Then Israel journeyed and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder. 
 

The tower of Eder is also known as the “tower of the flocks”. It was a place of good 
pastureland, and well suited for his flocks.   

 
It was about a mile from Bethlehem to the south and tradition has it as the place where the 
shepherds were watching their flocks, when the angel reported to them the birth of Christ, Luke 
2:8.  
 
John Gill wrote, “pretty remarkable are the words added here in the Targum of Jonathan, ”the 
place from whence the King Messiah will be revealed in the end of days.’’  It’s so very sad that 
even though many heard the reading of the Targums,  
 
A targum is an ancient Aramaic paraphrase or interpretation of the Hebrew Bible. It’s 
essentially a paraphrase of the Hebrew bible into the common language of the day (mainly 
Aramaic). It’s not an inspired document because it contains the opinions of the translator that 
try to explain the verses. 
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(Genesis 35:22 NKJV)  And it happened, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay 
with Bilhah his father’s concubine; and Israel heard about it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: 

 
This is another example of a family out of control (today, the term dysfunctional would be 
appropriate). Reuben was the first born of Leah; We don’t know why did decided to do such a 
despicable thing.  Bilhah was Jacobs’ concubine, she was the mother of two of his brothers 
(Dan and Naphtali). She was also Rachel’s handmaiden.  Not only was it evil in itself, it was 
extremely hateful of Jacob and the memory of Rachel. 
 
Israel heard about it but did nothing of which we are told. However, the incident did cause 
Jacob to take Reuben’s first-born birthright from him before he died. We’ll wait until the end of 
the Book to see who received it! 
 
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:  why the translators and those who added verse 
numbers put this with the incident with Rueben is a mystery.  
 

(Genesis 35:23 NKJV)  the sons of Leah were Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, and Zebulun; (24)  the sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin; (25)  the sons of 
Bilhah, Rachel's maidservant, were Dan and Naphtali; (26)  and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's 
maidservant, were Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Padan 
Aram. 
 

The writer of this genealogy knows, considering what we just read about Benjamin, that not all 
the sons were born in Padan Aram.  It’s just a generalization, a short-cut, so to speak.  
 

(Genesis 35:27 NKJV)  Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kirjath Arba (that is, 
Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had dwelt. 
  

Jacob travelled down to Hebron to visit his dad.  Jacob has been in Canaan about 10 years 
and many believe that this isn’t the first time he’s seen his father. Perhaps, some think, he was 
called to come to his aged father.   
 

(Genesis 35:28 NKJV)  Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and eighty years. (29)  So Isaac 
breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people, being old and full of days. And his sons 
Esau and Jacob buried him. 

 
Even though Jacob didn’t go with Esau, their reconciliation seems to be holding. Together, 
they buried their father.  
 
Isaac lived a long life.  He is mentioned 132 times throughout the Old and New Covenant 
Scriptures. Many verses mention him in the prolific phrase “the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob”.    
 
Isaac is referred to by Paul in his letters to the Romans and to the Galatians.  
 

Romans 9:7-8 NKJV  nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; 
but, "IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE CALLED."  (8)  That is, those who are the 
children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise 
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are counted as the seed. 

 
(Galatians 4:28 NKJV)  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. 

 
The mini lesson of Isaac is that we can all be people of great faith even while struggling in our 
flesh. Our entire lives are lived in the flesh. But our lives are to be lived by faith:  faith in and by 
the perfecting work of Christ Jesus.   

 
Now, for chapter 35, I don’t know why Jacob’s name is used and at other times Israel is used. Some 
say that when Jacob is used, it’s his old nature and when Israel is used, it’s his new nature. But that 
just doesn’t pan out in Scripture.  So, while we would like to understand this, it’s difficult without 
supporting text.  Even the rabbi’s struggle with this and don’t have any good reasons either. As they 
say in the South:  it is what it is. 
 
 
What is the chapter trying to convey? 
 
First, chapter 35 is a God chapter. God is mentioned 13 times directly and several more times thru 
names of places and people.  Why is that important?  Does that mean that in the Presence of God 
everything will be fine?  No. There were three deaths and Rueben’s heinous sin… Even with His 
presence, Jacob still struggles with his “Jacob-ness” especially when it comes to his sons. And, 
perhaps he also struggles with loss as well, that is, he’s not overly demonstrative. I would have 
expected him to wail over the loss of Rachel or his father, but it’s not recorded. Jacob internalizes 
things and that causes other problems in his life.   
 
Second, this is one chapter where we see Jacob simply obeying God. He moves again. He puts away 
all idols and pagan symbols from his family, including his servants. He builds an altar and sacrifices 
on it. He continues south until he’s home with Isaac.  In all these things he neither manipulates nor 
deceives. Has he come to a place of perfection?  Absolutely not!  But for now, his faith is driving him 
towards doing what he’s told to do. Even during the deaths of Deborah, Rachel and his father, Jacob 
was steadfast. He faithfully rests in the promises of his LORD.  
 
Some have the mistaken notion that if we are obedient, God will always bless us with some favor or 
some material reward. Nope. That’s called works. Obedience is its own reward.  If obedience is 
required, we’re all doomed!   But, doesn’t the Scriptures tell us about the importance of obedience?  
Yes, they do. But, there’s two ways to approach it:  being obedient to the letter of the Law which kills 
or being obedient to the One you love and out of sincere gratitude for what He has done which brings 
eternal life.  
 
Even the Christian life is impossible if lived by rules and regulations.  The constant Presence of God 
in our lives deepens our faith, and His grace transforms us to be living sacrifices to the One who 
sacrificed so much for us!  That Presence loves us and has called us into a deeper relationship 
without the barriers of Law, without a heavy thick veil that cannot be penetrated. That Presence is 
Christ in us, the hope of Glory! 
 
  
 


