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GENESIS 3 - THE FALL OF MANKIND 

 

Genesis 2:9 NKJV  And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

 

I think there’s something interesting in the words in verse 15: 

 

(Genesis 2:15 NKJV)  Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend 
and keep it. 

 

Tend in the Hebrew is translated “serve” and in many of those contexts, to “worship” as well.  Keep in 
the Hebrew has a strong connotation of obedience.  So, while the context of Genesis is “tend and 
keep”, could there be a deeper meaning to Adam’s purpose?  In his work, He was serving and 
worshipping his Maker as well as to be obedient to Him. 

 

Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the 
garden you may freely eat;  (17)  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die" 

 

(and eve was created right after this command was given…Adam had the responsibility to 
relay this commandment to his wife and thereby nourishing her with God’s Word as well as 
protecting her) 

 

And how many of us have thought, why allow Satan tempt Eve and lie to her?  Why not put him into 
the lake of fire right after his fall?  Or why not have Your Son provide Himself as the sacrifice right 
away? This are difficult questions and have led many a person to conclude that God is not powerful 
enough to deal with evil, or worse, God is uncaring and dispassionately separated from mankind!  
These are irreverent and, based on His own personal revelation to us, blasphemy. 

 

Was it simply been test, like,  “Don’t you dare do it or you will die”. It was certainly not a temptation 
made by God, for God tempts no one (James 1:13).   

 

Listen carefully. God is perfectly good!  He does not test a man just for the sake of the test.  There is 
always something important for a person to learn!  So, instead of asking “why” ask “what do you want 
me to understand, LORD”.  And He will walk with You during the process.  

 

Adam and Eve had to learn about what it meant to be made in the image of God.  They had to 
completely understand what it meant to be “created”.  And they had to learn to exercise their free-will 
in a way that would honor their Creator.   

 

So, God planted two trees in the Garden that, in essence, were created for Adam and Eve.  The Tree 

of Life was to sustain their spiritual lives. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil was to teach them 
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about morality which was part of their spiritual development. The lesson would come from simple 

obedience.  

Neither the Tree of Knowledge was poisonous nor the fruit that it bore. Knowledge of Good and Evil 

in itself is not evil. We read in Scripture: 

1 Kings 3:9 NKJV  Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your 
people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people 
of Yours?" 

 

The LORD was pleased to honor this request of Solomon.  And, I believe it was the same Knowledge 
of Good and Evil that God intended to our First Parents BUT NOT FROM THE TREE.  

 

(1 Kings 3:11 NKJV)  Then God said to him: "Because you have asked this thing, and have not 
asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, (12)  behold, I have 
done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so 
that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after 
you. 

 
So, God desired that Adam and Eve progress in their spiritual development by a simple test of 

choice.  “Life or Death”. “My Will or yours”. “My perfect knowledge imparted to you both or obtaining 

that knowledge on your own”.  It was a fair test. It was a good test. It was not designed to hurt them, 

curse them or kill them. But it was designed to test their resolve, their humility, their loyalty and 

certainly their love for their Maker.  

There were other aspects of the commandment as well. “Are you going to believe ME or not?” “Are 

you going to always trust me or not?” “Are you truly going to understand that I AM your LORD God 

and Creator?” 

 

How’d they do?  WELL….Not so good! 
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Here’s the first 5 verses. I want to read them together first so that you can hear the flow: 

 

Genesis 3:1-24 NKJV  Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which 
the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden'?"  (2)  And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of 
the trees of the garden;  (3)  but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God 
has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' "  (4)  Then the serpent said 
to the woman, "You will not surely die.  (5)  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."   

 

Before we talk about what was said, we need to first understand who this serpent was and how can a 
reptile talk? 

 

Genesis 3:1a NKJV  Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made.   

 

If we were to just stick with the context of chapter 3, then we could say one thing or another: 

 

1. The serpent (and therefore this entire chapter) is allegory trying to teach men about 
obedience, consequences, choices and sin.  If you start allegorizing scripture, it sounds 
interesting, but it loses its power.  No, Adam and Eve and this serpent were real living 
beings. 

2. The serpent in the garden was controlled by Satan.  

a. Many believe the literal truth of Satan speaking through the serpent. Why he was 
personified in this matter is a mystery;    

a. Because we have progressive revelation throughout the Bible, we can verify who this 
serpent was: 

i. Revelation 12:9 NKJV  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

ii. Revelation 20:2 NKJV  He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is 
the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 

 

I don’t want to make a huge deal out of the mysteries. If I simply read this as a literal account, 
then most of my questions are answered.  I’m not going to cover Satan’s fall. If you want to 
read about that, look at Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 and Revelation 12.  As your Pastor, I must 
encourage you not to get into strange doctrines and unbiblical interpretations.  If the Bible 
doesn’t say anything about an issue, leave it for Heaven. 

 

Genesis 3:1b NKJV   And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden'?" (2) And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 
garden;  (3)  but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not 
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' "  (4)  Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not 
surely die.  (5)  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
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like God, knowing good and evil." 

 

This is the crux of how Eve was deceived. Let’s look at the questions and statements of the 
devil and how Eve responded: 

(BTW:  Adam was there with her but was silent; Eve wrote in her “dairy”: “He talks very little. 
Perhaps it is because he is not bright, and is sensitive about it and wishes to conceal 
it.”  Twain, Mark. The Complete Short Stories of Mark Twain: 169 Short Stories . e-artnow. 
Kindle Edition.) 

 

1. "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 

a. Satan says, “Did God really say?” throwing the first fiery dart of doubt into Eve.  
She only knew what Adam told her, so here comes “are you sure God said”.  

b. And he says something that God did not say: 

i. 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 

ii. But God actually said, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 

c. See the difference?  God’s instruction to Adam was one of freedom to choose 
with one simple exception;  satan is implying that God is mean for He Himself 
planted the garden for them but won’t allow them to eat all of what was there.  

2. And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;  
(3)  but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You 
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " 

a. She does correctly say that eating the fruit will cause death;  but God never said 
that even touching it would be death.  Remember, the tree was planted on Day 6 
and when God was done, it was all very good:  As I said, the tree nor its fruit 
were not in themselves poisonous.  

b. Eve corrects him a little but then makes a grave mistake:  she puts words into 
God’s mouth, “you cannot touch the tree/fruit” 

c. Has Eve succumbed to the doubt?  Isn’t she adding her own layer of restriction 
onto the command thus making God even more unfair? 

3. And now comes the final dart:  God is a liar!  (4)  Then the serpent said to the 
woman, "You will not surely die.  (5)  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

a. God said, “you will surely die if you eat of this tree”.  Satan says, “No, that’s not 
the truth. God said that just to scare you”.  God has ulterior motives and just 
wants to control you.  He wants to keep you from something that will make you 
be like God – if you knew about good and evil, you would certainly be like Him! 

b. Ironically, they were like God, made in His image having the “breath of life”, 
having spiritual life that no other creature had!  And therefore, they had a 
relationship with Him.  

4. Fear, uncertainty and doubt; that’s the Devil’s toolbox and it all starts with a lie.  And 
who would now Satan better than anyone else? 

a. John 8:44 NKJV  You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father 
you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 
own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 
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(6)  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, 
and he ate.  (7)  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.   

 

First, note that during this time Adam was with her. Satan exploited another fact:   This 
commandment was to Adam so he addressed the one who did not have first-hand knowledge. 
What was Adam doing during this time?  Obviously not being the one responsible for her 
spiritual (and physical) protection.  Feminists make a big deal out of, “see, the women gets all 
the heat”;  But the truth is, it’s all on Adam’s shoulders.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:21-22 NKJV  (21)  For since by man came death, by Man also came 
the resurrection of the dead.  (22)  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. 

 

Even though Eve was deceived and fell into transgression, Adam’s sin was more: 

1. Adam should have spoke up.  Adam should have stopped this conversation at the first bit of 
deception 

2. Adam should have protected his wife 

3. Adam deliberately ate the fruit! 

 

Just what is so hard about “don’t do this” that even Adam and Eve had trouble obeying?  

 

Many draw parallels between what happened to Eve and what the Apostle John wrote in his 
first letter: 

 

1 John 2:15-17 NKJV  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  (16)  For all that is in the world—the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of 
the world.  (17)  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 
will of God abides forever. 

 

I believe this particular passage speaks of the post-Edenic world;  I don’t believe that Eve 
“loved the world” in the same sense that John writes. I don’t think that the lust of the flesh, 
eyes and the pride of life came until after the fall.  

 

However, perhaps John was thinking of the Genesis Fall when he wrote this?  Eve certainly 
thought of how the fruit would taste and satisfy her hunger (lust of the flesh); But there was 
plenty of other trees in the garden she and Adam could eat. Eve certainly thought the tree and 
its fruit were beautiful, so beautiful that perhaps she couldn’t take her eyes off it (lust of the 
eyes). Again, wasn’t the Tree of Life just as beautiful?   And for thinking about how good it 
could be to be just like God (the pride of life), perhaps these things contributed to her 
decision.  It’s difficult to understand the thoughts that John had when he wrote this passage.  
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Well, there’s the fall. Looking at it, it might seem to cause people to think, “man, I could have obeyed 
one simple command”.   Perhaps.  

(someone please count the number of mints in the bowl on the table; just yell out the number 
when you have it) 

 

Adam and Eve were made in the image of God. One of the greatest attributes they were given was 
free-will. But as I said, this test of God was designed for them to learn the greatest lesson of Free-
Will:  that obedience to God would have led to a true “god-like” understanding of good and evil rather 
than the expedient approach of eating from the Tree from which they were forbidden to eat.  

 

You can only have true liberty, true freedom when you are obedient to the One who has the 
right and the infinite  goodness to make demands of you.  (2x’s) 

 

This was the beginning of mankind. This must be the saddest story ever written, but honestly, it gets 
worse as we will see over the course of reading this book and the other 65.  This story wasn’t written 
to just explain mankind’s predilections to sin, and not just to show us the consequences of sin, but to 
also show the dangers of not abiding with God, and certainly for us, as believers, of not abiding in 
Him. 

 

This should be especially important to us who are husbands and fathers (and those who will one day 
be a husband and father). This clearly shows Adam’s failure as the head of his household.  God, and 
we cannot complain about or challenge His decisions, chose to create the man first. This immediately 
placed Adam in a position of responsibility not only to his soon-to-be-wife, but to each and every 
descendant that came afterwards.  The woman, the bone of his bones, and the flesh of his flesh was 
to be “echad”, a unity of two into one flesh.  It was not a coincidence that our LORD God, Elohim, is a 
unity of three persons.   

 

That’s the theological reality. The plain truth of it is that Adam failed. Adam was not stupid. The 
command came to him first. Adam was not neglectful, for he did tell Eve about the Tree.  But Adam, 
like many husbands and fathers, was silent. O God forgive us.  It is this silence that kept Eve in a 
conversation that she had with the Tempter. It was silence that did not warn or stop her from taking 
that first bite of the fruit of the flesh.  Adam was so silent that not one quote in Genesis after this 
chapter is attributed to him and the last major thing he spoke was to blame God for creating Eve who 
gave him the fruit.  

 

We cannot go on being silent. Nor can we overcompensate by being bullies. We must, I must, learn 
to speak up as the head of the household. And the first lesson is to submit our tongues to our Head, 
Jesus. And our minds, and our hearts and our bodies. This isn’t all about correcting, rebuking, or 
shaming but the things that we shun the most: emotional intimacy.  

 

Can we see any parallels with Adam and Eve in our lives?  I don’t want to simply blame “original sin”.  
And, I don’t want to ignore Eve’s responsibility either:  She could have turned to Adam and said, “Is 
what the serpent saying true?”  But the first Man disobeyed, and it could have been all been avoided. 
Adam could have taken responsibility; Adam could have spoken up. 

 

But alas, he did not and out of his silence came sin and death. We all, even me, or especially me, 
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need to speak up; we need to take ownership of what God has given us;  For our wives and children, 
regardless of their ages, need us to be what God designed us to be.   

 

I want to gently suggest that if you do not talk with God, start right away!  Talk with Him in prayer; talk 
with Him thought His Word. And then listen to Him;  And most importantly (God forgive me), obey 
Him!  Don’t be intimated by His vastness. He is close, closer than we can understand.  The LORD 
God loves us with all His mind, heart, soul and strength!  Perhaps we can start to do the same and 
not stop with Him, but go on to our families as well.  For we can love because He first loved us, even 
in the Garden of Eden! 

 

  

 

 


