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Genesis 40 

 

Last week we saw Joseph being sent to prison on trumped up charges. We also saw that the LORD 
was still with him. He was gracious in His dealings with Joseph. Verse 39:23 states: 

 

“The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph's authority, because 
the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.”  (Genesis 39:23 
NKJV) 

 

Joseph was a man of great faith, like his fathers before him. It almost seems that he also epitomized 
Paul: 

 

Philippians 4:11-13 NKJV  (11)  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content:  (12)  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. 
Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer need.  (13)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 

We must, however, get out of the mindset that Joseph deserved all that he received from God.  No, 
Joseph was a sinner like us. And the LORD wasn’t with him because he was a good man, or a nice 
guy. However, Joseph does seem different in this regard:  He recognized God’s grace upon his life, 
and he didn’t squander it nor did he take advantage of it (oh, He’ll forgive me no matter what I do!). 
He remained as he was, a humble servant of God. He also did one other thing:  He gave full credit to 
God for everything in his life.  

 

Chapters 40-41 are relatively straight-forward accounts of Joseph prison time.   More pictures 
of Christ Jesus are portrayed. We’ll look at these as we read thru the text.  

 

We will see Joseph in prison, Joseph interpreting dreams and Joseph being forgotten by one of the 
dreamers.   

 

Two+ years pass, and Joseph is still in prison.  Waiting and working. Two years and no apparent 
word from God. But his faith was strong enough in God that he could simply wait on the LORD. We 
don’t know much about he spent his time. In verse 39:23 we read that the keeper of the prison “did 
not look into anything that was under Joseph's authority”.  Joseph learned about hard work from his 
father Jacob. Joseph learned about authority from his father Jacob. So, Joseph would have done his 
job well, performing it at the pleasure of his keeper and certainly at the pleasure of his God.  

 

Then we will read about Pharaoh who had a couple of vivid and disturbing dreams which no one 
could interpret. And as sure as His mercies are new each morning, Joseph was released from prison 
because the cup bearer finally remembered Joseph’s remarkable interpretations of his and the 
baker’s dreams… 

 

But I don’t want to get too carried away so let’s start at the beginning… 

 

(Genesis 40:1 NKJV)  It came to pass after these things that the butler and the baker of the king of 
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Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt. (Genesis 40:2 NKJV)  And Pharaoh was angry with his 
two officers, the chief butler and the chief baker. (Genesis 40:3 NKJV)  So he put them in custody in 
the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where Joseph was confined. 

 
Sometime over the coming weeks or months, the butler and the baker caused the displeasure 
of Pharaoh.  He puts them into the same prison as Joseph is being held. 

 
(Genesis 40:4 NKJV)  And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served 
them; so they were in custody for a while. 
 

Potiphar was referred to as the ‘captain of the guard’ before as opposed to the ‘keeper of the 
prison’. So, it was Potiphar who placed them under Joseph! 
 
Note that Joseph, who oversees the prisoners, serves them!  When Christ came, He came 
to his people who were in bondage to Rome and in bondage to their sin nature.  And He 
too served them! 

 
And, regardless of his responsibilities, Joseph, who was innocent, like Jesus, was numbered 
with the “sinners and criminals”.  
 

(Genesis 40:5 NKJV)  Then the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the 
prison, had a dream, both of them, each man’s dream in one night and each man’s dream with its 
own interpretation. (Genesis 40:6 NKJV)  And Joseph came in to them in the morning and looked at 
them, and saw that they were sad. (Genesis 40:7 NKJV)  So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were 
with him in the custody of his lord’s house, saying, “Why do you look so sad today?” 
 

Joseph cared about those under his charge. When he saw that they were sad, He inquired 
about it. When Jesus came to those who were downtrodden, He too had compassion on them. 

 

Mark 6:34 NKJV  And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved 
with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He 
began to teach them many things. 

 
(Genesis 40:8 NKJV)  And they said to him, “We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter 
of it.” So Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.” 
(Genesis 40:9 NKJV)  Then the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “Behold, in my 
dream a vine was before me, (Genesis 40:10 NKJV)  and in the vine were three branches; it was as 
though it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its clusters brought forth ripe grapes. (Genesis 40:11 
NKJV)  Then Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s 
cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” (Genesis 40:12 NKJV)  And Joseph said to him, “This is 
the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days. (Genesis 40:13 NKJV)  Now within three 
days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your place, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in 
his hand according to the former manner, when you were his butler. 

 
Joseph knows that all interpretations belong to God. He is also confident in his relationship 
with Him that He will reveal the meaning through Joseph. 
 
God tells Joseph that He will restore the butler/cupbearer to Pharaoh in 3 days.  
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Jesus shared the third Passover cup at the last Seder with those He came to save.  And Jesus 
was “raised” to life after 3 days.  
 

(Genesis 40:14 NKJV)  But remember me when it is well with you, and please show kindness to me; 
make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house. (Genesis 40:15 NKJV)  For indeed I 
was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; and also I have done nothing here that they should 
put me into the dungeon." 
 

Joseph only wants the butler to remember Joseph and put in a good word for him. 
 
Joseph will be gone from their sight. Jesus, after His ascension, was gone from our sight. 
Jesus also wants us to remember Him.  We’ll add on to this after verse 23. 
 

(Genesis 40:16 NKJV)  When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, 
"I also was in my dream, and there were three white baskets on my head. (Genesis 40:17 NKJV)  In 
the uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the 
basket on my head." (Genesis 40:18 NKJV)  So Joseph answered and said, "This is the interpretation 
of it: The three baskets are three days. (Genesis 40:19 NKJV)  Within three days Pharaoh will lift off 
your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh from you." 
 

God tells Joseph that the baker will be killed by Pharaoh in three days.   
 
(Genesis 40:20 NKJV)  Now it came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he 
made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker 
among his servants. (Genesis 40:21 NKJV)  Then he restored the chief butler to his butlership again, 
and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand. (Genesis 40:22 NKJV)  But he hanged the chief baker, as 
Joseph had interpreted to them. 
 

The baker was hanged. The Butler was restored. We were never told why the baker’s crime 
was more severe than the cupbearer.  

Some associate the butler/cupbearer, with his wine, and the baker’s bread with the elements of 
communion. Along the same lines, some associate the three-day period before their case is 
resolved with the three days before the resurrection of Jesus. 

There is, however, a powerful picture of the blood/wine, body/bread of Christ here.    
 

(Genesis 40:23 NKJV)  Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him. 
 

Joseph was, in a sense, betrayed by the butler. The baker didn’t really have a chance.  

Speaking of Jesus when He was at the Passover Seder, Paul wrote: 

(1 Corinthians 11:24-25 KJV)  And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. (25)  
In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."     

Jesus wants to be remembered!  His sacrifice is worth keeping in the forefront of our minds 
and hearts.  
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Joseph glorifies God even in tribulation.  Because of his faithfulness and the love of God, he is 

immediately released from prison….NOT. It is because of his faithfulness to God that he’s in prison 

AND it’s why he’s content to always honor God in whatever God does.  

I must remind us that the true meaning of Joseph’s story was hidden until it was revealed in Christ. 

Until the Christ came, this was mainly a remarkable story of a man of faith who was sent to Egypt as 

a slave, became a trusted servant of foreign masters and who rose to power because that was God’s 

plan.   

There’s an interesting pattern that emerges from Chapter 38 through Chapter 40 that we studied 

today.  

In Chapter 38, where Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers there is no mention of God or 

the LORD. 

In Chapter 39, where Joseph is in Potiphar’s house, the LORD is mentioned 8 times; God only 

once.  The LORD does not speak or appear.  

In Chapter 40 where Joseph is in jail, the LORD is not mentioned at all and God is mentioned 

only once by Joseph.  

The word “Yahveh”, that we see as LORD (all caps), is referred to as the covenant name of God. As 

Moses was compiling all the oral stories and genealogies, he recognized that it was the LORD who 

came to the patriarchs and entered into a covenant relationship with them. The LORD is a personal 

name used when dealing with an individual in a relational way.  So, we see the LORD walking in the 

Garden and calling out for Adam; It is the LORD who directs Noah to build the ark; It is the LORD 

who speaks with Abram/Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

But while He was neither visible nor audible, the LORD was with Joseph from the pit to the palace.  

Joseph was never alone. The LORD was always with him.  And Joseph was aware of this remarkable 

reality.  He was confident that he would be able to tell the baker and butler the interpretation of their 

dreams because the LORD was with him. He was able to endure the tribulations because the LORD 

was with him. He was able to see the Hand of God upon his life even though he could not see the 

Face of God. 

So, what’s our excuse when we are struggling with life’s pits and prisons?  How many of us have 
cried out or entertained the thought “Where is God in this situation?”  How many mini-sermons or 
words of encouragement have been posted to answer this question over the past several months?   
By faith Joseph knew he was never alone even though he was hundreds of miles from his family, in a 
strange and frightening land. By faith Joseph lived his life as if the LORD was walking and talking him 
every hour.  

 

And we too are in a similar situation. Like Joseph we are sinners who are strangers in a strange land 
far away from our true home whose builder and maker is God.  Like Joseph, we walk by faith and not 
by sight. Isaac Watts once wrote, “The Christian lives in sight of the world of invisibles”.   

Like Joseph, we have access to His grace by faith. By faith, like Joseph, we know that He is there 
and that He still speaks through His Spirit as with a whisper or through a mighty whirlwind of viral 
circumstances.  

 

It’s this latter way that is the more difficult to hear because of the noise of our own fears, uncertainty 
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and doubts. But if we filter out the noise we will clearly hear, “You need not understand nor hear 
anything else other then, ‘I love You will an everlasting love and you will overcome all things because 
of My love; You are not alone! Bind yourself to me so that we walk as one. Sit close at My feet, my 
beloved, and you can hear all that I have to say to you – I created you in Love; I sustain you in Love 
and I will bring you home to Me by my Love”.   Remember the Good Shepherd who laid His life down 
for His Sheep and lives forever at the right hand of the Father.  

 

Psalm 23 

 

 


