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Genesis 46-47 

 

 

(Genesis 45:28 NKJV)  Then Israel said, "It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see 
him before I die." 

 

The word “enough” isn’t quite as demonstrative to the modern reader.  It could be translated, 
“This is wonderful” or “Enough already!  I believe you!”, which comes closer to the intended 
meaning.   

 

(Genesis 46:1 NKJV)  So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. (Genesis 46:2 NKJV)  Then God spoke to Israel in 
the visions of the night, and said, "Jacob, Jacob!" And he said, "Here I am." (Genesis 46:3 NKJV)  So 
He said, "I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a 
great nation there. (Genesis 46:4 NKJV)  I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring 
you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes." 

 
Beersheba was an important place in Canaan. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had ties to this 
place. It was a place where covenants were made. It was a place where Abraham lived and 
Isaac as well. It was the starting off point of Jacob’s life after deceiving his father and he was 
forced to flee to Haran for fear of Esau. You will recall that the name means “well of sevens” 
because oaths were made there which included the custom of repeating it seven times.  
 
After Jacob offered sacrifices, God spoke to him for the first time since God told him to go to 
Bethel and away from Laban. This is the first time God spoke to anyone directly since that 
time.  So, it must be important! 
 
Perhaps during the sacrifice and prayers offered up to God, Jacob expressed some fears of 
leaving the place of Promise. God calls to him in a vision and tells him to not fear!   He 
reassures him that this will be the place where a great nation will be birthed and weaned.  And, 
most importantly, God will do down to Egypt with them and bring them back to the land.  God 
also tells him that he will die there (“and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes”).  
 
The pronoun “you” can be understood in the plural sense or singular sense.  God would 
certainly go with them all to Egypt. But is He saying that Jacob would return as well with all of 
them?  Actually, both are true. Jacob will return to the land but it will be because of his burial. 
His descendants will also return to the land but not for many hundreds of years.  
 

(Genesis 46:5 NKJV)  Then Jacob arose from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father 
Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. (Genesis 
46:6 NKJV)  So they took their livestock and their goods, which they had acquired in the land of 
Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him.  (Genesis 46:7 NKJV)  His sons 
and his sons' sons, his daughters and his sons' daughters, and all his descendants he brought with 
him to Egypt. 
 

Now begins a long passage of delineating who went down to Egypt with Jacob. 
 
The next 20 verses are details about who is going with Jacob to Egypt.  I won’t read the entire 
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passage as it’s mainly names of sons and grandsons. But I will point out some interesting 
things. 
 

(Genesis 46:8 NKJV)  Now these were the names of the children of Israel, Jacob and his sons, who 
went to Egypt: Reuben was Jacob's firstborn. (Genesis 46:9 NKJV)  The sons of Reuben were 
Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. (Genesis 46:10 NKJV)  The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, 
Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman.  (Genesis 46:11 NKJV)  The sons of 
Levi were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. (Genesis 46:12 NKJV)  The sons of Judah were Er, Onan, 
Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan). The sons of Perez were 
Hezron and Hamul. (Genesis 46:13 NKJV)  The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puvah, Job, and 
Shimron. (Genesis 46:14 NKJV)  The sons of Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. (Genesis 
46:15 NKJV)  These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Padan Aram, with his 
daughter Dinah. All the persons, his sons and his daughters, were thirty-three. 
 

At the end of each passage, a count is made of the individuals listed.  Each passage is divided 
according to the wives of Jacob. 
 
In this listing of the sons of Leah, we also see Dinah mentioned.  But it is only Perez, the son 
of Judah, that has his sons listed. This is because Perez is in the sacred line to Messiah!  The 
genealogy’s author would have no way of knowing that…but the Holy Spirit did! 
 

(Genesis 46:16 NKJV)  The sons of Gad were Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 
(Genesis 46:17 NKJV)  The sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their sister. 
And the sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. (Genesis 46:18 NKJV)  These were the sons of 
Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob: sixteen persons. 
 

Zilpah is next and she had 16 sons/grandsons. So far, there are 49.  
 
(Genesis 46:19 NKJV)  The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife, were Joseph and Benjamin. (Genesis 
46:20 NKJV)  And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, 
the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. (Genesis 46:21 NKJV)  The sons of Benjamin 
were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. (Genesis 46:22 
NKJV)  These were the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob: fourteen persons in all. 

 
Rachel is next. Moses includes the 2 sons of Joseph. And with these 14, we have 63 persons. 
 

(Genesis 46:23 NKJV)  The son of Dan was Hushim. (Genesis 46:24 NKJV)  The sons of Naphtali 
were Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. (Genesis 46:25 NKJV)  These were the sons of Bilhah, 
whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and she bore these to Jacob: seven persons in all. 

 
Next is Bilhah who bore 2 sons who had 5 sons. These are 7 in all.  This makes 70. 
 

(Genesis 46:26 NKJV)  All the persons who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came from his body, 
besides Jacob's sons' wives, were sixty-six persons in all.  (Genesis 46:27 NKJV)  And the sons of 
Joseph who were born to him in Egypt were two persons. All the persons of the house of Jacob 
who went to Egypt were seventy. 

 
There are some controversies about the number. In the Septuagint it says 75 which is the 
number that Stephan quoted in Acts 7:14. 
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The differences are due to how people were counted and whether Joseph and his family were 
included.   
 
Some have made a huge deal over this. But that usually comes from non-believers who don’t 
understand the Scriptures nor the cultural contexts.  

 
(Genesis 46:28 NKJV)  Then he sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way to 
Goshen. And they came to the land of Goshen. (Genesis 46:29 NKJV)  So Joseph made ready his 
chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel; and he presented himself to him, and fell on 
his neck and wept on his neck a good while. (Genesis 46:30 NKJV)  And Israel said to Joseph, "Now 
let me die, since I have seen your face, because you are still alive." 
 

Judah appears to be the de facto leader of the family. He goes ahead to get Joseph so that 
they will know exactly where to settle.  
 
This is the first time Jacob and Joseph have seen each other in 20+ years. It is an emotional 
reunion with many tears of joy.  Jacob would be ok with dying right then because he sees his 
son once again.   
 

(Genesis 46:31 NKJV)  Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's household, "I will go up 
and tell Pharaoh, and say to him, 'My brothers and those of my father's house, who were in the land 
of Canaan, have come to me. (Genesis 46:32 NKJV)  And the men are shepherds, for their 
occupation has been to feed livestock; and they have brought their flocks, their herds, and all that 
they have.' (Genesis 46:33 NKJV)  So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, 'What is your 
occupation?' (Genesis 46:34 NKJV)  that you shall say, 'Your servants' occupation has been with 
livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,' that you may dwell in the land of 
Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians." 
 

1. Joseph wanted his brothers to be very specific about their occupation 

a. Breeding, feeding, and selling livestock has been their constant employment. It was 
their occupation throughout their generations 

b. Their desire is to dwell in Goshen that had good pasture lands. Joseph also had 
some other reasons for wanting them there: 

i. Joseph wanted them be near to him. It was thought that he lived in On or 
Heliopolis which was in Goshen  

ii. Joseph also wanted them in the nearest part of the land to Canaan, they 
might be able to get back their more easily and faster when the time came 

iii. Joseph was also aware of the prevailing culture. He didn’t want them living in 
the places where they might be corrupted with the idolatry and vices of the 
people  

We have learned before that the Egyptians detested shepherds – they considered them an 
abomination. Several reasons were given:   

1) Shepherds drank the milk and ate flesh of the creatures they tended. Egyptians never ate 
the flesh of slain beasts  
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2) Shepherds ate those creatures, which the Egyptians worshipped as gods. However, many 
historians do not believe the Egyptians worshipped such creatures at this time. 

These reasons don’t seem strong enough to view shepherds as “abominations”!  But historians 
and scholars think that the Egyptians didn’t abhor all shepherds, just foreign ones. It seems 
that shepherds from the surrounding countries would come into Egypt to harass, rob, and 
plunder the local peoples because they needed grazing lands for their large flocks. 

With Jacob and his family being shepherds from Canaan, Joseph wanted them to make 
Pharaoh comfortable with them, assuring him that they were here to be productive members of 
their host country! 

(Genesis 47:1 NKJV)  Then Joseph went and told Pharaoh, and said, "My father and my brothers, 
their flocks and their herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan; and indeed 
they are in the land of Goshen." (Genesis 47:2 NKJV)  And he took five men from among his brothers 
and presented them to Pharaoh. (Genesis 47:3 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh said to his brothers, "What is 
your occupation?" And they said to Pharaoh, "Your servants are shepherds, both we and also our 
fathers." (Genesis 47:4 NKJV)  And they said to Pharaoh, "We have come to dwell in the land, 
because your servants have no pasture for their flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of 
Canaan. Now therefore, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen."  (Genesis 47:5 NKJV)  
Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, "Your father and your brothers have come to you. (Genesis 
47:6 NKJV)  The land of Egypt is before you. Have your father and brothers dwell in the best of the 
land; let them dwell in the land of Goshen. And if you know any competent men among them, 
then make them chief herdsmen over my livestock." 

 
Joseph brought some of his brothers and his father to meet Pharaoh. He tells him of their 
arrival to Goshen.  He introduces him to 5 of his brothers (which five we are not told; was it the 
first 5 or last five according to age? Was it the fiercest 5 or 5 of the weakest? Was it simply 
random?  Was it 5 of the most handsome?  All of these have been suggested but here’s what 
we know:  we don’t know!) 
 
The brother’s have been told about Goshen but they still (and rightly so), humbly ask the king 
for permission to dwell in the land to feed and tend to their flocks.  However, whereas Joseph 
used the word “dwell” when telling his brothers how to approach the king, the brothers used 
the word “sojourn” (in the KJV) which implies a temporary arrangement.  Ok, 400 years seems 
like a stretch for “sojourning”, but Pharaoh will be long dead before their “brief” stay in Egypt 
will be over.  
 
Pharaoh is obviously impressed; he not only lets them dwell Goshen but also offers any of 
their competent shepherds to be chief over his livestock as well! 
 

(Genesis 47:7 NKJV)  Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. (Genesis 47:8 NKJV)  Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How old are you?" (Genesis 
47:9 NKJV)  And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my pilgrimage are one hundred 
and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to 
the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage." (Genesis 47:10 NKJV)  
So Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 
 

I love these 4 verses because of verse 7 and 10. These 2 show the heart of Jacob:   He’s 
standing in front of the king. He’s standing in front of the one who holds his future. Yet, when 
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he came in and when he went out, Jacob blesses Pharaoh. Also, note that the Pharaohs of 
Egypt were considered manifestation of the sun god, ra. It’s also amazing that the king 
accepted Jacob’s blessing at all – and twice! 
 
We don’t know the nature of the blessing but to be sure he asked the LORD to bless Pharaoh 
for his hospitality towards Jacob and his family.  The Hebrew word “Baruch” can be used to 
bless God or for God to bless His children. It could be words of praise, or words of 
thankfulness or words speaking goodness of or to a person. In Judaism, the Blessings often 
start with “Blessed are You O LORD our God…” and then add either a petition or recognition of 
His goodness towards those that are praying.    
 
But then again, Jacob could have simply said “Shalom” which is a word that means peace, 
health, and prosperity.  
 
In between the two blessings:  Jacob tells Pharaoh that in his short life (in comparison to his 
father (180) and his grandfather (175)) he has lived as a sojourner. He considers his days to 
be but a few (the Hebrew allows for the meaning of “of little significance”) and evil (the Hebrew 
can mean ‘adversity’ or ‘affliction’).  It has taken a lifetime, but Jacob expresses both humility 
and perhaps the sense of failure because of his actions towards his family (including his father 
and brother).   
 
Notice that Jacob asks for nothing. He simply blesses and takes his leave. 

 
Let’s stop here for now because it will take another 30 minutes before can finish the chapter. For now, 
let’s look at what’s going here. 

 
 

Sometimes we know the big picture. Sometimes we don’t. And even when we do know the big 
picture, we don’t often see or understand the details that lead to its fulfillment.   
 
We were never told that Abraham spoke of God’s plan to have his descendants living in a foreign 
land for 400 years before they possessed the Promised Land.  Joseph seems to understand it from 
the perspective of saving his family from the famine. Jacob seemed to be worried about leaving his 
home (perhaps to never return?) so God graciously tells him that they would go and then at some 
point, they would return.  
 
For us, we too have the “big picture”. But a quick perusal of the information that is being proclaimed, 
we can readily see that it’s the timing of the events that precede the “big picture” that causes 
confusion and argument. The “big picture” to which I am referring is the 7 years of Tribulation when 
God judges the ungodly and rebellious nations.  Why would God make something as important as the 
destruction of the world so muddled?  Or is it as clear as glass but our thinking full of mud?   
 
Everything we hear about the times in which we are living are shaped by minds that are part of the 
problem: is it not our pride that causes us to “take sides”?  Are we still not living in a fallen world?  Do 
we not struggle with having the “mind of Christ” while still in our flesh that wars against the that mind? 
Are we not in a Spiritual battle because our enemy wants us to give up and turn from our belief that 
God is good and is in control?  Or turn from our faith in Christ Jesus who will bring us to our true 
home? 
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Are you one who believes we will be taken out of the world before the Tribulation begins?  Or during 
the Tribulation? Or after the Tribulation is over?  Or, not at all!  Do you believe that there will be a 
1000-year reign of Christ on earth or not?  Or do you believe that there will be a new heaven and new 
earth or not?  These things shape our thinking and therefore our actions.  
 
So, what do we do?  We can choose to participate in the on-going discussions about where we are 
and what’s coming next… And when I say “discussions”, let’s be honest and call them “arguments”.  
I’m not coming against not trying to understand the End-Times. I just think it’s unwise to become 
consumed by them to the detriment of everything else.  
 
Do we do nothing…sitting back and waiting it all out until Christ returns for His bride?   We who 
believe in the Pre-Trib rapture of the church are accused of this all the time.  
 
Do we join “God’s Army” and go fight all the evil in the world?  
 
What do we do?   Jesus told us to “be ready” because we don’t know one key that unlocks the door to 
our understanding:  time.  Isn’t that the issue that we deal with the most? 
 
“Be ready” is vague.  But we know that Jesus wanted us to be about our Father’s business:  declaring 
Christ to the lost; living a life worthy of our calling; be available to tell people of the hope that we have 
within us; walking humbly before our God because we don’t know everything!  Loving God and loving 
others by selfless and sacrificial deeds. Being ready to receive Him when He comes and being ready 
each moment when He doesn’t appear. And, remember, God doesn’t tell us all the details, especially 
the timing because He wants us to build our faith on Him and not the unfolding events. Is our 
current pandemic a sign of the end times?  Yes! But so are wars, earthquakes, famine, plagues and 
the like.  Does it mean Jesus will return soon?  Not necessarily because we are not in the loop 
regarding his return.   
 
Being ready for us, I believe, is to be strong in the face of all that is happening. Being ready is being 
faithful to Him who saved us. Listen! If we were given “types” of Christ in the Scriptures, men who did 
many Christ-like things, then being ready is knowing that we know the True and Faithful One that is 
infinitely better than a Joseph or a Moses.  
 
And, being ready is fighting the “good” fight not the petty skirmishes that Satan uses us to distract us.  
Being ready is knowing that without a shadow of doubt that God IS on the throne; He has spoken, 
and His plans and purposes will come to fruition, just as He said.  Just as the scripture said regarding 
Jacob, “When the time drew near that Israel must die”,  God has ordained our time as well: 
 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1 NKJV)  To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: 

 
(Ecclesiastes 3:2 NKJV)  A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck 
what is planted; 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:3 NKJV)  A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build 
up; 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:4 NKJV)  A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:5 NKJV)  A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to embrace, 
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And a time to refrain from embracing; 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:6 NKJV)  A time to gain, And a time to lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:7 NKJV)  A time to tear, And a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to 
speak; 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:8 NKJV)  A time to love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


