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Genesis 49:18 - End 

 

Last week we ended with the blessings of Judah, the greatest of which is the coming of Messiah from 
the tribe of Judah. We talked about how the power (i.e., Scepter) didn’t leave Judah until the Christ 
came. Judah was always a major force in Jewish history along with the religious establishment in 
Jerusalem. After the 1o northern tribes were scattered, they remained scattered. But after the 
Babylonian Exile, it was mostly Judah, Benjamin and the Levites who returned to the Promised Land.  
This was how it was until Shiloh came. And 40 years after He departed, Judah and Jerusalem were 
destroyed and the Scepter truly departed Israel.  This means that if the prophesy of the Scepter is 
true, it had to be fulfilled before Messiah came. Even Daniel recorded a prophesy given to him by 
Gabriel: 

 

Daniel 9:25-26 NKJV  "Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the 
command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven 
weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome 
times.  (26)  "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end 
of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 

 

Therefore, the Scepter did not pass and city was not destroyed until Shiloh, the Messiah Jesus, came 
and was “cut off but not for Himself”. This is “proof” that Jesus was the Messiah!  

 

Last week we covered the first of four sons. We saw that it’s not birth order that counts, but God 
Order, that is, His sovereign will that must be considered.  

 

Now comes the blessings of the remaining 8 sons.   

 

Many of the sons in this portion of the genealogy never rose to prominence like Judah except for 

Joseph. Not much is said about them in the book of Genesis. For 6 of them: Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, 

Gad, Asher, Naphtali who are in this section of the genealogy, only 4 verses are given for each of 

them and none of them describe anything they accomplished. The other six brothers are associated 

with specific events. This makes our understanding of 6 of the 8 son’s blessings difficult to 

understand. 

 

And, one last reminder:  to all his sons, Jacob said, “"Gather together, that I may tell you what shall 

befall you in the last days”.  This is to remind us that while we are looking for any fulfillment in the 

tribes when they were in the Promised Land, their ultimate fulfillment will be in the Millennial Kingdom 

(and possibly beyond).  I can say with all confidence that as believers in Messiah, we will be in that 

Kingdom and see first hand how these blessings and prophesies unfolded. That, my friends, is an 

exciting thought! 

 

(Genesis 49:13 NKJV)  "Zebulun shall dwell by the haven of the sea; He shall become a haven for 

ships, And his border shall adjoin Sidon. 
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This is one of those prophesies that depend on ancient maps that don’t exist. The sea is 
probably the Mediterranean Sea, but it could also include the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberius). 
Almost every map has Zebulun’s land somewhere in between – which is strange given that it 
was to be a “haven for ships”. 
 
Joshua 19:10-16 gives a detailed description but unfortunately most of the landmarks are not 
known now.  
 
But the blessing is that Zebulun would be enriched by strong sea trade or be situated on a 
major land trade route between the two seas.  

 
(Genesis 49:14 NKJV)  "Issachar is a strong donkey, Lying down between two burdens;  (Genesis 
49:15 NKJV)  He saw that rest was good, And that the land was pleasant; He bowed his shoulder to 
bear a burden, And became a band of slaves. 
 

This blessing has a mix of messages. Issachar would be as strong as a donkey, but it seems 
to imply that he was lazy (lying down and resting).  It has been noted that the land that was 
allotted to his tribe was known for rich soil and crops. This has led some to think that he was 
attacked for this reason and may have been put into servitude.  This is, for the most part, 
conjecture.  
  
One thing to note:  even the sons of Jacob’s concubines had a share in the blessings.  
 

(Genesis 49:16 NKJV)  “Dan shall judge his people As one of the tribes of Israel.  (Genesis 49:17 
NKJV)  Dan shall be a serpent by the way, A viper by the path, That bites the horse's heels So that its 
rider shall fall backward. 
 

Out of the tribe of Dan came Samson who was one of the judges of Israel.  The tribe protected 
the northern border and was known for their fierce defense of the land. That’s the 
straightforward meaning of the blessing. However, there are several levels of meaning here. 
First, the tribe of Dan was responsible for bringing in idolatry into Israel on a regular basis. In 
that sense, Dan was a serpent and the fact that he bit against the heels of his adversaries (that 
is, fought against them)  evokes a picture of the Serpent in the Garden. It certainly reminds us 
of the first mention of the Gospel:  The serpent bruised the Promised One’s heel but the 
Messiah bruised his head! 
 
This is supported by the next verse: 
 

(Genesis 49:18 NKJV)  I have waited for your salvation, O LORD! 
 

Seemingly out of nowhere this verse was spoken by Jacob. He certainly understood the 
Genesis 3:15 connection. But I believe that the Holy Spirit spoke loud and clear.  Jacob 
waited for his Salvation his entire life. He knows that, by faith, He will come but he also 
knows that he will not be alive on this earth to witness it.  Did Jacob think that this salvation 
was a person? The Hebrew word for salvation is Yeshua and that was the name Joseph gave 
Him at His birth. 
 
I love when the Holy Spirit interrupts for an important message from our Sponsor! 
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(Genesis 49:19 NKJV)  "Gad, a troop shall tramp upon him, But he shall triumph at last. 
 

Gad’s name means troop. His territory was on the east side of the Jordon just north of Reuben. 
He too had many battles with the surrounding nations, and he was able to repel them. “at the 
last” in the KJV can be translated “at their heel” – like Dan. 
 

(Genesis 49:20 NKJV)  "Bread from Asher shall be rich, And he shall yield royal dainties. 
 

Asher’s inheritance spread out on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea upwards towards Tyre 
and Zidon.  While they had rich lands and potentially many seaports with which to trade, they 
didn’t amount to much.  However, we cannot discount the blessings of the Messianic age. We 
will have to wait and see. 
 

(Genesis 49:21 NKJV)  "Naphtali is a deer let loose; He uses beautiful words. 
 

Naphtali was known for his “swift feet” in battle. Barak was from this Tribe and fought 
alongside of Deborah against some Canaanite kings.  His song of victory with Deborah seems 
to be a reference to his beautiful words.  
 

(Genesis 49:22 NKJV)  "Joseph is a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a well; His branches run over 
the wall. (Genesis 49:23 NKJV)  The archers have bitterly grieved him, Shot at him and hated him. 
(Genesis 49:24 NKJV)  But his bow remained in strength, And the arms of his hands were made 
strong By the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 
(Genesis 49:25 NKJV)  By the God of your father who will help you, And by the Almighty who will 
bless you With blessings of heaven above, Blessings of the deep that lies beneath, Blessings of 
the breasts and of the womb.  (Genesis 49:26 NKJV)  The blessings of your father Have excelled the 
blessings of my ancestors, Up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills. They shall be on the 
head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of him who was separate from his brothers. 
 

The blessings to Joseph are material. They were fulfilled by his sons, Ephraim, and Manasseh. 
They would be fruitful and strong.  It’s unfortunate that comma’s and parentheses are used by 
translators when they are not in the original text. The phrase “from there” can lead someone to 
think that the great Shepherd and the Stone of Israel (same person as Messiah) are from 
Joseph. But, take away the parentheses and you have something that reads better: 
 
“And the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob from 
there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel”  Or “by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob 
because of the Shepherd and the Stone of Israel.”    
 
“From there” refers to the Mighty God of Jacob. And since the word “God” was inserted as 
well, it might read the “Mighty of Jacob” that could very well be a reference to Judah from 
whom the “great Shepherd and the Stone of Israel” came. 
 
Six times in two verses (25, 26) the word “bless” or “blessing” is used. Almighty God’s 
blessings will come from above (rain, sunshine etc.) and from below (water and springs). They 
will be blessed with many offspring as well. The blessings that Jacob is pronouncing on 
Joseph and his two sons were greater than the blessings of Jacob’s ancestors (materially 
speaking) because Joseph was a prince among his brothers (and a picture of our Messiah 
Jesus).  
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(Genesis 49:27 NKJV)  "Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; In the morning he shall devour the prey, And at 
night he shall divide the spoil." 

 
Like Judah is the Lion, Benjamin is a wolf. Mighty in battle but perhaps unchecked.  There is a 
horrible story in Judges 19-21 about certain Benjamites who raped a traveling Levite’s 
concubine. She died as a result. It’s a long story but it ends with the Tribe of Benjamin being 
nearly wiped out of existence.  I re-read the story and it reminded me of what happened in 
Sodom and it sickened my stomach.  

 
(Genesis 49:28 NKJV)  All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to 
them. And he blessed them; he blessed each one according to his own blessing. 
 

We have come to the end of Jacob’s blessings and prophetic utterances. Each son received a 
personal blessing.  There was no generic, “God bless you sons…now go your way and be 
good”.  
 
Like I said last week, we don’t know how the sons of Jacob reacted. I really do have to wonder 
if some felt slighted or whether they understood that the tribes that came from them will know 
that the Promised Land was a reality into which they would one day walk. 
 
The “blessings” were also Jacob’s accurate picture of the tendencies of some of his sons. He 
was, in effect, warning them to be careful to resist these natural tendencies and strive for 
something better and more beneficial for the sake of the “twelve tribes of Israel”!  

 
(Genesis 49:29 NKJV)  Then he charged them and said to them: "I am to be gathered to my people; 
bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,  (Genesis 49:30 NKJV)  in 
the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite as a possession for a burial place.  (Genesis 
49:31 NKJV)  There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife, there they buried Isaac and Rebekah 
his wife, and there I buried Leah. (Genesis 49:32 NKJV)  The field and the cave that is there were 
purchased from the sons of Heth." 
 

Jacob was extremely specific about his burial. He had already had Joseph swear to a promise 
to not bury him Egypt.  
 

Genesis 47:29-31 NKJV  When the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his 
son Joseph and said to him, “Now if I have found favor in your sight, please put your 
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt,  
(30)  but let me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt and bury me in 
their burial place.” And he said, “I will do as you have said.”  (31)  Then he said, 
“Swear to me.” And he swore to him. So Israel bowed himself on the head of the bed. 

 

But now, the details are given, including a reminder about who was buried there already. 

 
(Genesis 49:33 NKJV)  And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into 
the bed and breathed his last, and was gathered to his people. 
OR 
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Genesis 49:33 KJV  And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his 
feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people. 

 
The KJV’s use of “ghost” would be ok if it were consistent with its other usages.  People 
naturally think that Jacob “yielded his spirit” but the word in Hebrew for “ghost” in this verse 
means to “breathe out”, that is, to simply die.   
 
However, I do like the KJV’s use of “gathered up his feet” and “was gathered unto his people”. 
It’s a nice poetic description of Jacob’s final moment on this earth.  

 
I want to continue with Chapter 50, verses 1 – 3. This will bring some closure to the death of Jacob 
and next week we will finish this unique and extraordinary book of Beginnings. 
 
Genesis 50:1-3 NKJV  Then Joseph fell on his father's face and wept over him, and kissed him.  (2)  
And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So the physicians 
embalmed Israel.  (3)  Forty days were required for him, for such are the days required for those who 
are embalmed; and the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 

 

The bond between Joseph and Jacob had always been strong. Joseph was certainly hit hard 
because most of his adult life was separated from his father.   

 

As was the custom in Egypt, Jacob was embalmed. It would take 40 days for the physicians to 
prepare his body. This was  also needed because his body was to be buried in Canaan, in his 
father’s and grandfather’s grave site.  The verse says that the Egyptians mourned for him for 
seventy days; this was a normal practice for men of stature. Jacob was very old and held in 
high regard because of Joseph. 

 
The life of Jacob spanned 26 chapters in Genesis. He’s one of the most complicated people in the 
Bible.  There are many who might relate to this man and there are many who would say, “Nope, not 
me”. 
 
If you look at the big picture, Jacob is a man who struggling with being Jacob. He was struggling with 
the prophesies spoken over him because his tool-chest was full of the wrong tools.  He thought he 
could manipulate and deceive to get to what he believed God wanted. Along the way, he struggled 
being a man of strength and integrity. He struggled being a father to 12 sons. He struggled with 
adversity and confrontation.  
 
But God wanted so much more from this man. He wanted his loyalty, obedience, and his whole heart. 
All the God-events of his life worked towards this last desire of the LORD and, of course, towards His 
overall plan of creating a Nation that would be a witness to the world that He alone was the Most High 
God, maker of heaven and earth. And we cannot forget the eternal covenant between God and the 
Son that required a sacrifice that could take away the sin of all those who believe and call upon His 
Name, Jesus, the perfect Man born from a long line of Jews and Gentiles starting with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.     
 
Each of the Patriarchs were men of faith.  Abraham had the kind of faith that would cause him to take 
a step without knowing where he was going.   
Isaac had the kind of faith to lead a quiet, prayerful life. He also had great faith of submitting to his 
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father and trusting the LORD for a substitute Lamb even while laying upon the altar.  
 
Jacob had the faith of one whose faith was transformed from trusting himself to trusting God.  The 
twenty-six chapters that spanned his life are full of God-orchestrated events that transformed him 
from Jacob the deceiver to a man who would witness to Joseph and all of us, about the God ‘who fed 
him all his life long to this day AND about the Angel of the LORD who redeemed him from all 
evil’  (Genesis 48:15-16 NKJV). 
 
And the kind of man of faith that would proclaim, “I have waited for your salvation, O LORD!”   
(Genesis 49:18 NKJV). 
 

Jacob, after his death, was memorialized by the Holy Spirit when he was included in one of the 
descriptions of God:  God was the God Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.   God was pleased to include 
Jacob with Abraham and Isaac.  

 


