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Genesis 5: 1 – 6:8 

 

(Genesis 5:1)  This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. 

In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 

(2)  He created them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they 
were created. 
 

This is what came before.  BTW: the KJV says “…and called their name Adam in the day they 
were created” 
 

(Genesis 5:3)  And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, 
after his image, and named him Seth. 

 
Adam and Eve were created in the image of God.  Seth was born in the likeness and image 
of Adam.  Even though the Thread was going to continue thru  Seth, he still bore the stain of 
his father and mother.  
 

What come next is a strangely brief account of Scarlet Thread.  Nothing, other than verse 24 
regarding Enoch, appears significant other than the number of years they lived.   Biblical critics 
believe that years were much shorter, perhaps as short as a month.   If that was the case, Enoch was 
5 ½ years old when Methuselah was born.  Remember, mankind’s genetics wasn’t severely affected 
by the Fall yet. Besides, the earth was covered with a layer of water vapor thick enough to block out 
the harmful effects of the sun.  
 
The chapter can be summed up as “So and So was born, had sons and daughters then he 
died…NEXT!”.   
 
But every word in the Bible is Spirit breathed and important. This is especially true of the longer 
genealogies even though they are tedious and dry.    
 
Let’s read through the genealogy of Seth up to Noah. Perhaps there is something truly significant 
concealed in this genealogy.  
 
(Genesis 5:4)  After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he had sons 
and daughters.  (5)  So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:6)  Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begot Enosh. (Genesis 5:7)  After he begot 
Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters. (8)  So all the days 
of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:9)  Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan. (10)  After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived 
eight  hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters. (11)  So all the days of Enosh were 
nine hundred and five years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:12)  Cainan lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel.  (13)  After he begot Mahalalel, 
Cainan lived eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and daughters. (14)  So all the days of 
Cainan were nine hundred and ten years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:15)  Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared.  (16)  After he begot Jared, 
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Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters. (17)  So all the days of 
Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:18)  Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. (19)  After he begot 
Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters. (20)  So all the days of Jared 
were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:21)  Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. (22)  After he begot Methuselah, 
Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. (23)  So all the days of 
Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. (24)  And Enoch walked with God; and he was 
not, for God took him. 
 

“he was not” = no longer existed 
 
“walked with God” = followed  

“took” = “to transfer, transport” 

(Hebrews 11:5)  By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "AND 
WAS NOT FOUND, BECAUSE GOD HAD TAKEN HIM"; for before he was taken he 
had this testimony, that he pleased God.  (6)  But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder 
of those who diligently seek Him. 

 
In the Septuagint, verse 24 in Genesis reads ‘And Enoch fully pleased God…”.  This is how the 
author of Hebrews knew about Enoch’s faithful walk with God.  

 

And it appears that Enoch was the first prophet of God as well: 

 

Jude 1:14-15   Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, 
saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints,  (15)  to execute 
judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against Him." 

 

There is a non-canonical book called the “Book of Enoch” that Jude must have read and 
from which he pulled this prophecy.  

 
We will discuss the other ramifications of the taking of Enoch when we get to the flood!   The 
only thing we need to know now is that God took him before the flood came. 
 

(Genesis 5:25)  Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech. (26)  After 
he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and 
daughters. (27)  So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died. 
 
(Genesis 5:28)  Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son. (29)  And he called 
his name Noah, saying, "This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our 
hands, because of the ground which the LORD has cursed." (Genesis 5:30)  After he begot 
Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and daughters. (31)  So all the 
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days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years; and he died. 
 

This verse contains the last of the 8 times that “and he died” was used. 
Lamech was looking for the Seed as well. The affects of the curse are in full swing and he 
named his son Noah which means comfort. 
 

(Genesis 5:32)  And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
 
Let’s pause here a moment to reflect on this genealogy of Seth.  
 
The Holy Spirit seems to be hammering home a theme that runs through the entire Bible:  “the wages 
of sin is death”.  We could live a perfect life and still die.  For the sin we have is the sin we are. And all 
sinners must die.  
 
But God, through the Blood of a Perfect Man and God the Son, paid the price of redemption (His Life) 
to give us life everlasting in Him.   
 
With all these verses reminding the Old Testament readers of their impending death, how did they 
keep the faith they were asked to keep concerning the Seed of a woman? 
 
Let’s take a deeper look at the 1o names in Seth’s genealogy starting with Adam and ending with 
Noah.   

First, let’s see what the names mean: 

Hebrew English 

Adam Man 

Seth Appointed 

Enosh Mortal 

Kenan Sorrow; 

Mahalalel The Blessed God 

Jared Shall come down 

Enoch Teaching 

Methuselah His death shall bring 

Lamech The Despairing 

Noah Rest, or comfort. 

 

Now, let’s put it all together: 

Mankind was appointed to be mortal and sorrowful.  The Blessed God shall come down 

teaching;  His death shall bring the despairing rest/comfort 
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The Holy Spirit moved on these men (and their wives) to name one of their sons the name we see in 

the list. Not only did Seth record these “Scarlet Thread” names, but their meanings had a message to 

mankind.  Did anyone at that time put it altogether? I don’t know but people’s names were just as 

important then as they are today.  But, the perhaps Jesus included this hidden nugget when He 

spoke with the men on the way to Emmaus.    

(Luke 24:27 NKJV)  And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 

By the way, “beginning with Moses” doesn’t refer to just the Law but all that Moses wrote starting 

with Genesis.  

 

CHAPTER 6: 

 

(Genesis 6:1)  Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born to them, (2)  that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were 
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 

 
Like many verses in Scripture, this one has generated much controversy concerning its 
meaning.  The fact that Seth differentiated between “sons of God and the daughters of men” 
led many interpreters to see a strange union of angels who took the form of men who married 
the daughters of men. 
 
I. The Mythological theory: 

a. Many “liberal” theologians and Bible naysayers just think of these verses as myth or 
fables.  They chalk this up as superstition on the order of ogres and dragons. 

II. The Angel theory: 
a. The phrase “sons of God” is used three times in Job, the first time in Job 1.6, 2.1 

and 38.7 
i. “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 

before the LORD, and Satan also came among them”. (Job 1:6 NKJV)  
ii. But the phrase is used elsewhere to refer to  people (sons) of God  

b. The issue is, when angels take human form, are they able to procreate?   For there 
are many instances of angels coming as men. Abraham saw 3 men who turned out 
to be 2 angels and the LORD (Genesis 18). 

c. That these are fallen angels is of little doubt, if this theory is correct;  the Holy Angels 
would not go against God’s will in the matter of “intermingling”. 

III. The Sethite and Cainite theory 
a. The sons of God are the righteous descendants of Seth while the daughters of 

men are descendants of unbelieving Cain. 
b. However, this doesn’t not explain verse 4 where their offspring were giants. 

IV. The Demonic Possession Theory 
a. Fallen angels possessed men who took the daughters of men and had children 

by them. 
b. According to verse 4, these were the giants of those days.  
c. Why 2 humans would have these gigantic offspring is fuzzy at best. 

 

So, what can we say to all of this? My normal reaction is to take Scripture on face value, that 
is, literally, unless there is clear understanding that it is symbolic.  The fact that I don’t 
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understand it doesn’t mean it can’t be true. I found that even some “literalists”/Creationists 
can’t seem to get past the the idea that angels who take human form can marry AND have 
children with human women;  would they have the required “parts” and wouldn’t there be 
genetic barriers between them to prevent such children from being born?   

 

Is there any help in Scripture? 

 

1. The Septuagint translates the “sons of God” into “angels of God” which clearly says that 
those 72 rabbis took that verse literally. 

2. 2 Peter 2:4-6 NKJV  For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them 
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment;   

a. After the Flood the disembodied spirits of these particular angels were cast into hell 
and are kept in chains because of the seriousness of what they did.  

3. Jude 1:6 KJV  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 

a. These fallen angels left their “residence” and did not  
“keep to their assigned or first principality”. 
  

Given these scriptures , I subscribe to the literal interpretation and by faith believe that the 
LORD will educate me either here (by revelation) or when I get to heaven.  All the theories 
have issues, but God placed these Scriptures in front of our faces for a reason.  I believe a 
good part of the decision to flood the earth had to do with the corruption of the gene pool by 
these angels. 

 

If you ask why God would allow such a thing, you then have to question why He bothered 
creating Adam and Eve. All created life has been given a free will. The alternative would be to 
create everything without a will.   

 

(Genesis 6:3)  And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; 
yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 

 
This is not a comment on the declining life span of all mankind but rather it is a prophesy of the 
number of years before the flood…that is, the time it would take to prepare the ark. 
 

(Genesis 6:4)  There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of 
God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men 
who were of old, men of renown. 

 
Here’s the affect of the sexual union of angels and women.  Giants (Hebrew: Nephilim) were 
born out of these unions.  

 
One other issue that time will not allow me to get into is the fact of post-flood giants (even the 
sons of Gath, one of whose name is Goliath.  If all the giants and the rest of mankind was 
destroyed in the flood, how did these giants come about again?  So many questions…so little 
time…. 
 

(Genesis 6:5)  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
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intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
 

Besides the offspring of the fallen angels, all men on the earth, at this time, except for one man 
(and his family) were utterly evil.  There were no rules, no righteousness, no moral restraint.  
Many would pin this all on Cain, but all but a few in the line of Seth were part of this decision. 
 
We appear to be in the days of Noah again.  Did Jesus not say: 
 

Matthew 24:37-39 NKJV  But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the 
Son of Man be.  (38)  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (39)  and did 
not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be. 

 

That evil is now good and good is evil is obvious. That evil is now flaunted in our faces is 
obvious. That those committing much of this evil are trying to teach others that it is not evil but 
normal is obvious. That the wicked are trying to tell us that it’s all genetic (that is, we were born 
this way),  and thereby wiping out all human responsibility, is obvious.  
 
And the Gospel, while concealed, 9 

(Genesis 6:6)  And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in 
His heart. 
 

With an infinite God, one might hope that there would not ever be a line that mankind has 
crossed.  But, while not knowing the details of the depravity, the sin, the lunacy on earth at that 
time, we only know that a line was crossed.  
 
You must know that things were “out of control” and that God was unable to achieve 
something better.  All of this was known before the foundation, before “let there be light” and 
even before that.  The beauty of this verse is that our God is not some impersonal force (like 
the “universe”), but a God of deep feelings. These are not our feelings, that is, these feelings 
are under control and do not cause our God to “lash out”.  
 
From verse 3 we see that our gracious LORD was ready then but decided to wait another 120 
years. Why, perhaps Noah might reach some of them: 
 

2 Peter 2:5 NKJV  and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight 
people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 

 
(Genesis 6:7)  So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, 
both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them." 

 
The decision is made. All living creatures would be destroyed. Imagine (for that is all we can 
do) what God is feeling, not about why He must do this but perhaps thinking: 
 
though he is my creature, the work of my hands, I have made him out of the earth, and made 
him lord of it; I am now determined to show my detestation of his wickedness, and for the 
honour of my justice (for My Names Sake!)  to destroy him from off it; just as a potter takes a 
vessel he dislikes, when he has made it, and dashes it to pieces – he grieves at the loss! 
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Even the animals would have to suffer for the sin of man. They were made for his use and his 
benefit and now will be destroyed for his wickedness;  to me, this is a picture of sin’s terrible 
consequences on the innocent!  No sin is an island. All sin has connections to others. 
 
Because of the way the destruction would come, no sea creatures would be destroyed but 
many must have died because of the great water pressures that resulted from the Flood. 
 

(Genesis 6:8)  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
 

Noah was a righteous man. But that’s not why he was saved. There is no human reasoning 
here. There is no “My man Noah did good so I will reward him with salvation”.  NO NO NO!  
Noah could not earn grace any more than anyone before him or after Him.  Grace is a mystery 
in the heart of God!   That’s why it says, “but Noah FOUND grace” rather than “but Noah was a 
good man and earned God ‘unmerited’ favor!”. 
 

So far we have seen: 
 

 Exploding population (Genesis 6:1) 

 Sexual perversion (Genesis 6:2) 

 Demonic activity (Genesis 6:2) 

 Constant evil in the heart of man (Genesis 6:5) 

 The grief of God (Genesis 6:6) 

 A decision to destroy the earth (Genesis 6:7) 

 The first use of the word “grace” in the Bible (Genesis 6:8) 

 

And next week we will see the widespread corruption and violence that covered the earth and what 
God commanded one man to do. 
 
Earlier, I spoke about the parallels from Noah’s time to ours and how obvious it is that we too are in a 
similar time.  But I didn’t mention some other things that are obvious as well, and this time we have 
His written Word that declares the obvious: 
 
That God is longsuffering, and patient is obvious; that God wishes all would come to Him and that 
none would perish is obvious. That one Man, Jesus, paid the penalty for every single person on the 
face of the earth from Adam onward, might not be obvious, but it’s the truth.  The Lamb of God was 
slain before the foundations of the world were laid.  And ever since, all those who have longed for and 
believed the Seed of a woman would come and save mankind, were saved!  The Seed became the 
Savior -- and before, during and after He came it has always been faith through which the Only 
Begotten Anointed One of God, by His Grace, saves. 
 
 


