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(Hebrews 11:32 NKJV)  And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon 
and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 
 

I too do not have time to relate all their stories of faith. But lets read the next 6 verses and then 
I’ll summarize the examples of faith given to us for encouragement and strengthening. 

 
(Hebrews 11:33 NKJV)  who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  (34)  quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens. (35)  Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.  (36)  Still others had trial of mockings and 
scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. (37)  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented— (38)  of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. Hebrews 11:39-40 NKJV  And all these, having 
obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise,  (40)  God having provided 
something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. 

 
Yes, you heard correctly;   The examples of great faith were both overcoming faith and succumbing 
faith; In either case, faith persevered, and God was pleased to receive them all unto Himself.  
 

(Heb_11:32) Other heroes of faith. 

And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson 
and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 

a. Gideon was a man who boldly destroyed idols, and was mightily used of God to defeat a 
much larger army of Midianites (Judges 6-7). Yet he was also a man who doubted God’s word 
to him at first, and repeatedly asked for confirmation (remember the fleece!), And was told by 
the LORD that 300 men would defeat the whole army of the Midianites after Gideon first 
amassed 33,000 men! 

b. Barak led the people of Israel in a dramatic victory over the Canaanites (Judges 4). Yet he 
hesitated and went forward only when Deborah encouraged him.    

Judges 4:8-9 NKJV  And Barak said to her, "If you will go with me, then I will go; but if 
you will not go with me, I will not go!"  (9)  So she said, "I will surely go with you; 
nevertheless there will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the 
LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman." Then Deborah arose and went with 
Barak to Kedesh. 

c. Samson was used mightily of the Lord to defeat the Philistines. Yet had a tragic ending to 
his life after being enticed by Delilah to reveal the secret of his strength (Judges 13-16).   

d. Jephthah was used of God to defeat the Ammonites. Yet Jephthah made a foolish vow and 
stubbornly kept it (Judges 11). 

Judges 11:30-31 NKJV  And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, and said, "If You will 
indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands,  (31)  then it will be that whatever 
comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people 
of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD's, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering." 
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This was an impulsive vow that probably did not need to be made. But having made it, 
he was bound to it.  Do we think that God would have not delivered Jephthah’s army 
from the Ammonites without the vow being spoken?  

 

Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 NKJV  (4)  When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay 
it; For He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you have vowed— (5)  Better not to 
vow than to vow and not pay. 

 

But Jephthah was victorious and came home to see that his only child, a daughter, 
came out of the house.  She understood the immensity of the vow to God and reminded 
her father that he was under an obligation to perform it.  What happens next has caused 
many to debate the actions of the father.  The Scripture says: 

Judges 11:37-40  Then she said to her father, "Let this thing be done for me: let 
me alone for two months, that I may go and wander on the mountains and 
bewail my virginity, my friends and I."  (38)  So he said, "Go." And he sent her 
away for two months; and she went with her friends, and bewailed her virginity on 
the mountains.  (39)  And it was so at the end of two months that she returned to 
her father, and he carried out his vow with her which he had vowed. She knew no 
man. And it became a custom in Israel  (40)  that the daughters of Israel went 
four days each year to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite. 

 

Did he sacrifice his daughter?  The legalist might say “yes” and “that’s the price to pay 
for a foolish vow”.  Would our God want him to place his daughter on the fires of the 
brazen altar?  NO! God hates human sacrifice as seen by His anger with worshipping 
Moloch on whose red-hot arms the Israelites placed their babies. Also, if you were going 
to be killed, why would you bemoan your virginity;  perhaps you’d mourn your life but 
not your virginity! 

 

So what appears to be going on is some sort of “escape clause”. Jephthah dedicated 
his virgin daughter to temple service (see  Leviticus 27:2-4; Exodus 38:8; 1 Samuel 
2:22); 

 

This would cause her to bemoan her virginity.  

And, why would the writer of Hebrews, under the direction of the Holy Spirit,  included 
him in the “Hall of Faith” if he had sacrificed his only child? 

 

David was an amazing man of faith as well as an amazing sinner. He was a failure when it 
came to Bathsheba and he was a failure with his own children. 

1 Samuel 17:45-47 NKJV  Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a 
sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  (46)  This day the LORD 
will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this 
day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the 
wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  (47)  
Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; 
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for the battle is the LORD's, and He will give you into our hands." 

 

2 Samuel 19:4-7 NKJV  But the king covered his face, and the king cried out with a loud 
voice, "O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!"  (5)  Then Joab came into the 
house to the king, and said, "Today you have disgraced all your servants who today 
have saved your life, the lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives and 
the lives of your concubines,  (6)  in that you love your enemies and hate your friends. 
For you have declared today that you regard neither princes nor servants; for today I 
perceive that if Absalom had lived and all of us had died today, then it would have 
pleased you well.  (7)  Now therefore, arise, go out and speak comfort to your servants. 
For I swear by the LORD, if you do not go out, not one will stay with you this night. And 
that will be worse for you than all the evil that has befallen you from your youth until 
now." 

 

Now, each one of these were men of faith, and yet had lapses of faithlessness, righteousness 
and discernment. Still, Hebrews 11 commends their faith and shows that weak faith is better 
than unbelief  and,  you don’t have to be perfect to receive His enduring mercy and 
unfathomable grace! 

The author tackles two different pictures of faith. One in which their faith brought them to the 
mountain-top of victory. And the other to the Valley of Death and earthly defeat! 

9. (Heb_11:33-35 a)  

Who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women 
received their dead raised to life again. 

By faith, some were victorious over circumstances. 

a. Some of those who subdued kingdoms: David, Joshua, King Asa, Jehoshaphat, King 
Hezekiah;  King Josiah, in a sense subdued his own kingdom by ridding it of idolatry, spirit 
worship and every abomination that was a plague on the people. 

b. Some of those who worked righteousness: Elijah, Elisha, and all the prophets of God, and 
King Josiah. 

c. Some of those who obtained promises: Caleb, Gideon, Barak. 

d. Some of those who stopped the mouths of lions: Daniel, David, Samson and Ba’naiah 
(one of David’s mighty men:  2  Samuel 23:22). 

d. Some of those who quenched the violence of fire: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

e. Some of those who escaped the edge of the sword: David escaped both the swords of 
Goliath and Saul, Moses escaped the sword of Pharaoh, and Elijah escaped the sword of 
Jezebel. 

f. Some of those who out of weakness were made strong: Sarah, Gideon, Abraham, Esther, 
and King Hezekiah. 

g. Some of those who became valiant in battle: David, King Asa, and Jehoshaphat. 
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h. Some of those women who received their dead raised to life again: The widow of 
Zarepheth (Elijah), and the Shunamite (Elisha). 

10. (Heb_11:35b-38)  And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains 
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented; of 
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of 
the earth. 

By faith, some were eternally victorious under the weight their earthly circumstances. 

a. Tortured in the ancient Greek language has the idea “to beat with a stick or a baton.” 

b. A better resurrection: As Jesus said in Joh_5:29, there is a resurrection unto life, and a 
resurrection unto condemnation. These worthies received the better resurrection. 

c. Trial of mockings: Isaac endured the cruel mocking of Ishmael, and Samson was mocked 
at the feast of the Philistines. 

d. Chains and imprisonments: Joseph was cast into prison for his faith, and the evil King 
Ahab imprisoned the prophet Micaiah. 

e. They were stoned: Zechariah was stoned to death between the altar and the temple, and 
Naboth was stoned to death by Jezebel’s henchmen. 

f. Sawn in two: According to reliable tradition, Isaiah was sawn in two and killed. 

g. Were tempted: How does being tempted compare with these other persecutions? Some 
have thought the text was corrupted here, and the writer to the Hebrews originally wrote 
“branded” or “burnt alive” or “mutilated” or “strangled.” But, then again, for those of us who live 
with constant temptation from what we see in the media (newspapers, magazines, TV, movies, 
even commercials that 50 year ago would have been considered soft-porn) and not just those 
of us, but all of us, have known the pains of temptation, it is not unreasonable to think that the 
writer to the Hebrews regards overcoming temptation as a true triumph of faith. 

h. Were slain with the sword: Such as the eighty-five priests murdered by Do’eg on order of 
King Saul, or the prophets murdered Jezebel in Elijah’s day. 

i. Wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins: Such as Elijah, who wore this kind humble 
clothing and did not mind the humility or the discomfort. 

j. Of whom the world was not worthy: The world is not necessarily friendly to people of faith, 
and the world isn’t necessarily worthy of them either! 

i. “The despised and ill-treated group of servants of God was of greater real worth than all 
the rest of humanity put together.” (Morris) 

k. In dens and caves of the earth: David, Elijah, and prophets under the leadership of 
Obadiah were all forced to flee and hide in caves. 

Note:  all these examples were OT saints who died while serving God.  They believed God and had 
faith that what He said would come to fruition in this life or the next. These did not shrink back or turn 
their backs on their Creator because they were fully confident in His Name and everything that it 
represented.  
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(Hebrews 11:39 NKJV)  And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive 
the promise, (40)  God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect 
apart from us. 
 
The ones in this chapter are worthy of our study. The author clearly teaches that while they 
understood the Promise, they did not receive the Promise in their lifetime on earth.   We, however, 
have received the Promised One – the “something better for us”.  Together, as the Body of Christ, 
both OT and NT saints are perfected together.  They had Christ in the promise, we have Him  Himself 
that was promised; they had him in type and shadow, we have him in reality and truth; they believed 
in, and were saved by Christ, who was to come; we believe in Him, and are saved by Him, as already 
come.  

We, however, also have, a better covenant than the one most of them lived under.  We have a better 
priesthood and a better sacrifice. They were all under a spirit of bondage of the Law;  We have been 
redeemed from it, its curses, its ceremonies and especially its condemnation. We have liberty and we 
have the adoption. Perhaps this is to say, we have all the more reason to be faithful, for we have 
witnessed, through His Word the Coming of the Promised One.  

They were, by faith perfectly justified, perfectly sanctified and perfectly glorified, by Christ just as we 
are. So we, together, have this perfection which I prefer to call “completion”.  

We are complete in Him; we need nothing else; There is NO occasion, NO circumstance, NO plan, 

NO mountain-top nor any valley will require anything more than Jesus.    

 

 Through all these things we are, as it has been written, more than conquerors.  This is the truth, not 

a pep-talk.   

You can choose to live your life by the of your eyes and the hearing of your ears. That’s ok. However, 

it will be the wildest scariest, unending roller-coaster ride whose brakes have failed.  You can choose 

to live your life by Christ-given spiritual eyes and ears and that same ride will be a like a canoe ride 

down a lazy river.  The same exact things will happen but, by faith, you will experience the peace that 

passes all understanding as you surrender your life to the One who has given you life! 

We have studied this wonderfully rich chapter on faith. We have looked at the lives of those who 

chose to live their lives by faith. They chose to believe God and take Him at His Word. To them, God, 

whether manifested or invisible, was as real to them as anyone they knew on earth.  They also were 

some of the most flawed people ever to walk this earth.  Sin was nearly always evident;  when they 

truly appeared righteous, they still dealt with the doubts, and fears and utter uncertainty.  Some 

argued with God, some questioned His plans, some like Jeremiah, even questioned His integrity. But, 

they still obeyed, they still persevered.  

 

 


