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Hebrews 9:13 – 10:18 

Hebrews 9:13-15 NKJV  For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,  (14)  how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God?  (15)  And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by 
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are 
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

 

The Blood of Christ cleanses us completely. It cleanses us from “dead works” which can be 
understood as anything we do to try to come to God on our terms.  By His Blood and His 
position as Mediator, His is ever-present to reconcile man-to-God by defending us who were 
bought at great price. 

 

Hebrews 9:16-22 NKJV  For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of 
the testator.  (17)  For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while 
the testator lives.  (18)  Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.  (19)  For 
when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of 
calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 
people,  (20)  saying, "THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD HAS COMMANDED 
YOU."  (21)  Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the 
ministry.  (22)  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without 
shedding of blood there is no remission. 

 

There are several important points being made here: 
1. To make it clear for us, the author compares the covenant to a “last will and testament” 

(this is not a perfect comparison, given the uniqueness of the Greek words being used; but 
perhaps it’s the best way to describe something spiritual in the natural realm;  Albert 
Barnes has a 10 page commentary on this one verse (16) and it made my brain bleed!) 

2. The comparison seems to focus on the blood which can be said to ratify or dedicate the 
testament when the testator dies. We know that the first covenant was ratified by the blood 
of animals.  

a. Exodus 24:6-8 NKJV  And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half 
the blood he sprinkled on the altar.  (7)  Then he took the Book of the Covenant and 
read in the hearing of the people. And they said, "All that the LORD has said we will 
do, and be obedient."  (8)  And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and 
said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you 
according to all these words." 

3. Therefore, nearly all things were purified with blood which God said was required for the 
covering of sin. 

 
Now, the contrast:  The Blood of Jesus 
 
Hebrews 9:23-28 NKJV  Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens 
should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  
(24)  For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  (25)  not that He should offer Himself 
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often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another— (26)  He then 
would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the 
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  (27)  And as it is appointed for 
men to die once, but after this the judgment,  (28)  so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.  

 

1. We learned from verse 12, that Jesus entered the Most Holy Place in heaven with His own 
blood. 

2. It is a great mystery why His Blood had to purify the things in heaven, since they were in 
heaven!  Perhaps it’s like the beginning of His ministry on earth that He was baptized by John.  
He did NOT need to be baptized for repentance. But He said – "Permit it to be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness."   (Matthew 3:15).  As the copies on earth 
required cleansing, so the original’s were with the Blood of Christ. 

3. He entered once for all, for Jew and Gentile alike;  Otherwise, “the Lamb of God slain from 
the foundation of the world” would have to suffer repeatedly, both twice a day and year after 
year.  

4.  AND, He will come again, not to deal with sin,  but He will come in judgment of the wicked and 
all those who rejected Him. 

 

it is appointed for men to die once – this puts to rest the lie behind reincarnation which is silly!  
There have been exceptions to this principle: 

 Enoch (Genesis 5:24) and Elijah (2Kings 2:11) never died once.  

 Several people in the Bible were raised from the dead (1Kings 17:22, (widows son by 
Elijah),  2Kings 13:20-21, (Elisha) Matthew_9:25, (rulers daughter) John 11:43-44, 
(Lazarus) Acts 20:9-11), (young man who fell out of a window) and therefore died twice.  

 Those taken in the rapture (1Thessalonians 4:17) will never die once. 

 Many unbelievers have the mistaken notion that they will be able to repent after they die 
and they see the eternal consequences of their sin, unbelief and rebellion against God.  
Even some believers “wish” that were true because they have loved ones who died without 
Jesus.  

Then the Judgment – there is a general judgment where upon death people go to heaven or hell to 
live until the final judgment at the resurrection.  Some others  

Revelation 20:11-15 describe the great white throne judgment, where individuals are judged to 
see if their names are included in the Book of Life. 

Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10 describes the judgment seat of Christ, where Believers are 
judged according to their faithfulness and correct motives in the works done for God – not sin, 
for their sin was removed by the Blood of Christ.  

This is a difficult passage but a necessary one!  Everyone struggles with motives behind 
the works:  am I doing these things for earthly reward or heavenly; Am I doing it for the 
Glory of God, or self-glorification.   

What will this judgment be like?  The Judgment Seat is called, in the Greek, Bema – which 
is a raised platform. Jews have adopted this name for the raised platform that traditionally 
was built in the center of the Synagogue, on which the Rabbi would read from the Torah 
scroll. 
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When we face Him we will be rewarded for the things done for Him and done with the 
correct attitudes. Perhaps first, all other things judged as worthless will be “burned up”, that 
is, removed from His sight and ours. Whatever remains is rewarded.   

The judgment of the nations described in Matthew 25:31-46, where the “sheep” and “goats” 
are judged, seems to be distinct but some see it as the great white throne judgment. Guzik 
thinks that it is probably the judgment of the nations preceding the millennial kingdom, to 
determine national roles in the millennium. 

 

I think the best interpretation of this verse is in the context of the last several paragraphs: 

1. All men are “appointed” to die once;  the “when” is known to God alone.  Reincarnation for 
redemption is man’s attempt to live forever without God! 

2. Like all men, Jesus also died once;  His death was always seen as a “once for all” sacrifice 
never to be repeated again.  

3. Yes, we will all stand before our Savior!  While this is a sobering thought to some, please 
see it as encouragement to seek the Lord now and allow Him to work in you His good 
pleasure. 

 

To appear again a second time, apart from sin, for salvation 

This is a reference to His Second Coming;  the Second Coming will not be for Salvation but for 
Judgment.  We all look forward to this time of “making everything right” and we see the 
awesomeness of God’s justice on the wicked.  We also look forward to the rapture when we 
meet our Bridegroom in the air to be with Him evermore.  (doctrine of immanency) 

 

Hebrews 10:1-4 NKJV  For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very 
image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, 
make those who approach perfect.  (2)  For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the 
worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.  (3)  But in those sacrifices 
there is a reminder of sins every year.  (4)  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats 
could take away sins. 

 

1. The animal blood could only cover, not remove, therefore, they were offered continually, 
year by year (but day by day as well).  The proof of this is:  if the sin was removed and the 
guilt (the constant reminder of it),  then the sacrifices would have stopped!  

2. But they continued until 70AD when the 2nd Temple was destroyed.  Thank God for 
revealing this to Daniel the Prophet when he wrote “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah 
shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. (Daniel 9:26) 

3. And, the author finally concludes what he has been saying (several times):  the blood of 
bulls and goats CANNOT take away sins!!!!!  Only a man’s blood could atone for sin; but 
man’s sinful blood is as worthless as a bull’s. The man had to be perfect. Since this is 
impossible, God, the Great I AM, came down, born of a woman so that He, being a man, 
could shed His perfect blood for all mankind.  

 

Hebrews 10:5-9 NKJV  Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "SACRIFICE AND 
OFFERING YOU DID NOT DESIRE, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME.  (6)  IN 
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BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN YOU HAD NO PLEASURE.  (7)  THEN I SAID, 
'BEHOLD, I HAVE COME— IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME— TO DO 
YOUR WILL, O GOD.' "  (8)  Previously saying, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING, BURNT 
OFFERINGS, AND OFFERINGS FOR SIN YOU DID NOT DESIRE, NOR HAD PLEASURE IN 
THEM" (which are offered according to the law),  (9)  then He said, "BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO 
YOUR WILL, O GOD." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 

 

Psalms 40:6-8 NKJV  Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. 
Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require.  (7)  Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the 
scroll of the book it is written of me.  (8)  I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is 
within my heart." 

 

1 Samuel 15:22-23 NKJV  So Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to heed than the fat of rams.  (23)  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He 
also has rejected you from being king." 

 

And so, what did Messiah do for us that we were not willing to do?  Die in our place? Certainly! 
Remove our sin?  YES!  Send the Holy Spirit to dwell in us?  Praise God!  He also gave us a great 
and powerful lesson: He came to do the will of His Father! 

 

John 4:34 NKJV  Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to 
finish His work. 

 

It was God’s plan of salvation fulfilled by His Son’s Sacrifice 

Hebrews 9:14 NKJV  … who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God …  

 

John 5:30 NKJV  I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, 
because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me. 

  

 Luke 22:42 NKJV  saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless 
not My will, but Yours, be done." 

 

God still wants our obedience: never to the letter but by the Spirit!  Never from fear, but from 
love and gratitude. 

 

Jesus suffered in obedience to remove the sin of our disobedience. We, through the Holy 
Spirit, are empowered to  yield to the Holy Spirit within us, to do His will and not our own. Even 
if you say, “Lord, I want to yield to you”, He will help you!  He will give you the grace and power 
you need!  This is a life-long process. We don’t do it “naturally”, that is, in the flesh.  We do it 
“spiritually” by abiding in the Spirit, listening to His voice, and then saying, “not my will but 
Yours be done”.  Will we fail at times?  Yes. Jesus has already dealt with that so, confess it 
and move on. 
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Hebrews 10:10-18 NKJV  By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.  (11)  And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  (12)  But this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,  (13)  from that time waiting till His 
enemies are made His footstool.  (14)  For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are 
being sanctified.  (15)  But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,  (16)  
"THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE 
LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND IN THEIR MINDS I WILL WRITE THEM,"  
(17)  then He adds, "THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  
(18)  Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. 

 

The author is hammering home the truth about Jesus’ once and for all sacrifice.  

 

The point is: BY HIS WILL, He has done this!  Like Isaac, who carried the wood to the 
mountain and willingly allowed his father to bind him and lay him upon the altar, this Man 
yielded His will to His Father’s, drank the cup of His Father’s wrath that He had prepared for 
us;  He drank it all and in so doing, secured an eternal salvation for us! 

 

He is in heaven, as our Mediator, and He is waiting till all the enemies of God are made His 
footstool.    

 

Psalms 110:1 NKJV  A Psalm of David. The LORD said to my Lord,"Sit at My right 
hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool." 

 

His enemies will be crushed by the weight of their sin upon which His feet rest.  But let us 
humbly abide at His feet, like Mary, waiting on His every Word! 

 

Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. 

 

But the point for the Hebrew readers then was, “if you are still sacrificing animals, their blood 
will do no good!”  For today, if you are still “doing religion”, trying to reach the Father with your 
“dead works”, you will always fail!  And, if your motive in your works is to impress God, 
stop…that too is ineffective. His incredible love for us cannot be bought, maintained  or 
increased by what we do for selfish rewards. 

 

However, the author has said something that must not be passed over: 

(12)  But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right 
hand of God 

 

The fact that “this Man” sat down at the right hand of the Father speaks volumes;   It speaks of 
the Son as a Man and God as the Son.  

  

The GOD:MAN doctrine has always caused problems in the church. Many left the church 
because they could not believe that one Person could be both Man and God.  But, what we 
read in Scripture speaks of just that: 
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1. Jesus was raised, not in Spirit, but in bodily resurrection. The tomb was empty!  Matthew 
28:6 NKJV   

2. Jesus said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your 
hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." John 20:27 NKJV   

3. Paul called His LORD, “Man” three times 

 Acts 13:38 NKJV  " Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man 
is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 

 

Romans 5:15 NKJV  But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man's 
offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the 
one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.   

 

1 Timothy 2:5 NKJV  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus,   

 

Many have tried to explain it;  It is impossible to put into human words something so 
supernatural.   

 

Paul wrote, by the Holy Spirit: 

 

(15)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  (16)  For by Him all 
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 
Him.  (17)  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.   Colossians 1:15-17 
NKJV 

((( consist => held together))) 

 

But even in the first century and in fact ever since, there have been men who just would not believe 
the plain meaning of this passage (and others like it) that spoke of the divinity and humanity of Christ.   

 

In 360 AD, some church fathers wrote what became known as the Athanasian (a-thə-ˈnā-zhən) 
Creed. Among other things, they declared that Christ is: 

 

"God of the substance of His Father, begotten before all ages: Man of the substance of His 

mother, born in the world: perfect God and perfect Man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh 

subsisting: Equal to His Father, as touching His Godhead: less than the Father, as touching 

His manhood.  

Who, although He be God and man, yet He is not two, but one Christ. One, not by conversion 

of the Godhead into flesh, but by the taking of the manhood into God. One altogether, not by 

the confusion of substance, but by the unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is 

one man, so God and man is one Christ."   

With this in mind, A.W. Tozer in “Man: The Dwelling Place of God” wrote the following: 
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Even among those who acknowledge the deity of Christ there is often a failure to recognize His 

manhood. We are quick to assert that when He walked the earth He was God with men, but we 

overlook a truth equally as important, that where He sits now on His mediatorial throne He is Man 

with God.   

The teaching of the New Testament is that now, at this very moment, there is a man in heaven 

appearing in the presence of God for us. He is as certainly a man as was Adam or Moses or Paul. He 

is a man glorified, but His glorification did not dehumanize Him. Today He is a real man, of the race of 

mankind, bearing our lineaments and dimensions, a visible and audible man whom any other man 

would recognize instantly as one of us.   

But more than this, He is heir of all things, Lord of all worlds, head of the church and the first-born of 

the new creation. He is the way to God, the life of the believer, the hope of Israel and the high priest 

of every true worshiper. He holds the keys of death and hell and stands as advocate and surety for 

everyone who believes on Him in truth.   

 

PRAY 

Thank You Father for revealing to us great truths about Your Son. The world does not understand, 

and while we cannot understand it perfectly, by faith we rest in Him being confident in what we do 

understand:   that Christ died for our sins as it was prophesized in the Holy Scriptures,  He was buried 

and rose again according to the Holy Scriptures which the prophets recorded.  And He did this so that 

we can live an everlasting life in His presence.  He counted the cost and committed His will to His 

Father’s.  The joy that was set before Him was greater than the cost:  the joy of our salvation given to 

us freely and completely! 

  

 


