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Revelation 1: 1-8 

 

Every book of the Bible requires some introduction. That introduction almost always includes the 
Author, the Purpose, the Theme, the Date of Writing, and the Dates of the events. The introduction 
might also include an outline of the chapters. This introduction can be short:  

1. Written by the Apostle John in 95ad  

2. He was exiled in the island of Patmos because he dared to testify of Jesus as the Christ.  

3. The theme is the “Latter Days”  

4. The purpose is multifaceted, and we will understand it’s purpose better after reading a few 
chapters.  

 

This Book is unlike any of the other 65 Books of the Bible. It stands in its own category:  Apocalyptic. 
This is the Greek word that is translated Revelation. When we hear that word, we think of destruction 
and death and the end of the world.  But the Greek word is translated as “light”, “manifestation”, 
“coming”, “appearing”, and of course, “revelation” (14 of 18 times).  Some translators called the Book 
the Revelation of John but the word “of” often implies “ownership” or “possession”.  The better title 
would be the “Revelation of Jesus Christ”.  

 

This book, other than Genesis, has led to deep schisms in the Body of Christ.  Some of the verses 
have led to the creation of cults and other groups of believers who would stand and die on their own 
interpretation of the Book rather than the plain truths that it reveals.  

 

Therefore, interpretation is as critical as any other book, but perhaps even more so in this Book. My 
goal is to properly interpret the contents of the Book and that endeavor is based on what’s known as 
“The Laws of Interpretation”. There are 8 laws, but I won’t go through all 8 because it would take 
weeks of teaching and I want to spend the time we have wisely.  However, the concept is Scriptural, 
for we see the Apostle Paul telling Timothy: 

 

(2 Timothy 2:15 NKJV)  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

I want to talk about just a few that will help us along the way.  

1. The Golden Rule of Interpretation - this rule states that the Bible should be 
interpreted literally. We are to understand the Bible in its normal or plain meaning, unless the 
passage is obviously intended to be symbolic or if figures of speech are employed.   

a. For example, Revelation 7 states the 144,000 Jewish men will evangelize the world, 
12,000 from each tribe of Israel.  This is very plain and reasonable. But I have heard 
that this is a “symbolic” number because surely God did not intend it to be an exact 
number and  who knows what tribes these men came from (when this was written, 
Jerusalem was already destroyed along with the genealogies as well).  If you keep 
looking for hidden meanings, you will end up in the “The Church of the Secret 
Understanding”.  Jesus did not die for your metaphorical or allegorical sin.   

b. But then what do we do with Isaiah 55:12 which speaks of the trees of the field that will 
clap their hands. Obviously, trees do not have hands therefore, the plain sense should 
be abandoned for a “figure of speech”. There are many figures of speech and they 
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should be treated as such.  

c. If a word, verse, or passage is supposed to be symbolic, the author will tell you that it is 
a symbol and what it represents (we will see this soon in Chapter 1). 

2. Another rule of biblical interpretation is that passages must be interpreted in context. 

a. Context is critical for proper interpretation. The rule states that the interpretation of a 
specific passage should be based on the verses before and after the verse in question. 
The context might extend to the entire chapter, the entire book and the Bible as a 
whole.  For example, John 14:14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. Take that 
out of context and we’d have everything we’d ever dreamed about.  But verse 13 clearly 
that the prayer must glorify the Father. (See James 4:3 as well).  

3. Our third and final rule is “let Scripture interpret Scripture”. When passages are difficult to 
understand, we search for similar passages that might clarify the words or phrases that the 
author penned. One example is,  

a. God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the 
morning were the first day.  (Genesis 1:5 NKJV) 

i. This is the first mention of a “day”. Some believe that it represents long ages of 
time. Some say a day is a 24-hour period of time.  

ii. How can we understand what the Bible means by “day”?   We can look to other 
verses that would clarify its meaning.  

1. (Exodus 20:11 NKJV)  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and 
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.   

iii. How would this be interpreted if you believed that the earth is billions of years old 
and that a “day” in Genesis 1 isn’t a literal day?  We’d still be resting! 

 

That’s enough for now. When we get to difficult passages, I will tell you why it means what it says 
rather than what it means to me.  The “what it means to me” isn’t Biblical Interpretation but rather, 
“how can I apply this passage to my life”.    One last comment:  Some believe that all interpretation is 
from the Holy Spirit. That’s true: 

 

2 Peter 1:20-21 NKJV  knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation,  (21)  for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

 

However, God the Holy Spirit is a God of order and truth. A passage cannot contradict any other truth 
given in the Scriptures. He is not haphazard in His thinking so as to confuse us. We cannot go off on 
some tangent just because it satisfies OUR OWN preconceived notions about Truth.  I will be 
discussing this when we get to the specific chapters that have caused heart-burn and arguments in 
the Body.  

 

What will we expect from this magnificent book that was written for our generation as it was written for 
all that came before and those who might come after?  Throughout our study, I will introduce more 
concepts and schools of thought about the prophetic nature of the book.  We will, when needed, 
explore the OT Scriptures that are referenced in the book (over 500 times - but not directly quoted).  
Several people have estimated that of the 404 verses in this book, 278 are references or allusions to 
the OT (that’s 70% of the verses).  
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I will have my notes online, but I will also have handouts for things that will help us along the way. I’ll 
put these handouts on our web site as well.  Since a picture is worth a thousand words, I’ll also have 
photos that John took while he was in heaven (not!)… Ok,  I’ll have charts, graphs and the like to help 
us understand what’s going on.  
 
So, the first handout you received is an out-line of the major portions of the Book. This will be our 
guide as we move through the book.  
 
One last thought:  We do not have to understand everything in this Book. There are many things that 
we must except by faith until we get to heaven. It is a proud heart who rejects things just because he 
cannot understand them.  
 

But until then, let’s begin at the Beginning: 

 

(Revelation 1:1 NKJV)  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—
things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, 
(Revelation 1:2 NKJV)  who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to 
all things that he saw. (Revelation 1:3 NKJV)  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words 
of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

 

The revelation of Jesus has two meanings:  It is His revelation or unveiling of the End of Days, 
that is, it belongs to Jesus because the Father gave it to Him.  It is also a revelation about 
Jesus. It is a description of Him rarely captured in the rest of the NT.  It has been said that if 
you hyper-focus on all the events in this Book but miss Jesus, you have missed the entire 
Book. Jesus is the center of it all.  We truly need a Revelation of Christ Jesus. Yes, we have 
read the Gospel accounts and we have read all of the other books of the NT but we may have 
never gotten a full picture of Him until we read about Him here. This is The Christ, The 
Messiah, The Man Jesus in heaven who is God the Son: 
 

1Timothy 2:5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus,  

Hebrews 10:12-13  But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 
down at the right hand of God, (13) from that time waiting till His enemies are made His 
footstool.  (Hebrews 10:13 NKJV) 

 

If the Revelation was a football, this passage defines 5 hand-offs:  God the Father gave the 
Revelation to His Son. His Son wants to show it to His bond servants. Therefore, He first gave 
it to an Angel, whom He sent to give it to John who wrote it down (that is, he “bore witness” to 
all the things he saw and, by the phrase “bore witness to the word of God”, John is revealing 
that this Book is “Holy Scripture”). John then obediently passed it on to all Believers who are 
His bond servants as well. Yes, we are all bond-servants and slaves to Righteousness 
because we were “bought at a price (1 Corinthians 7:23A). 

  

We probably have heard that this is the only Book of the Bible that promises a blessing to 
those who read AND hear the words of this prophetic book. The Blessing comes when you 
read and hear it AND “keep” the things that are written in it. The Greek word for “keep” means 
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to guard or,  given the prophetic nature of the book, to watch for the things about which 
you will be reading.  You are to hold-fast to them and keep them close to your heart and 
watch!  

 

And the verse even tells you why:  for the time is near and verse 1 said that these things will 
shortly take place.  Well, what’s the point of reading this book if everything it prophesized has 
already taken place in the past 2000 years? (btw: there are some who believe this)  The point 
is, these phrases are not to be taken literally, as some do,  but rather, we need to know that 
“shortly” means that once the fulfillment of the prophesies begin, there will be no delay in their 
execution. The “time is near” is a way of saying, you need to always be ready for His return; 
you are always to be anticipating it and even longing for it.  

 

Ok, let move on to John’s salutation to the seven churches in Asia. 
 

(Revelation 1:4 NKJV)  John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace 
from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His 
throne, (Revelation 1:5A NKJV)  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from 
the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.  
 

The first thing we see is the number seven. Seven is symbolic of completeness or perfection or 
totality.  John wrote to seven existing churches, but they represent all churches since 
Pentecost.  Throughout the Church Age, each church becomes the predominate church-type 
in a specific time period (See Chart).  But I think that these 7 churches are seen throughout the 
Church Age.  It would be horrible to think that every church that exists today is a “Church of 
Laodicea”   
 
The Seven Spirits are symbolic of the Person of the Holy Spirit. There’s a verse in Isaiah 11 
that’s referenced here: 
 

The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.  
(Isaiah 11:2 NKJV) 

 

Yes, the Holy Spirit has all these attributes which speaks of His perfection and completeness.   

 

“Grace and peace” are given to the churches from “Him who is and who was and who is to 
come”  This is the Father and the phrase speaks of His Eternal nature and His rule over all 
time. “Grace” represents our standing before Him, and peace is our experience because of 
the grace we have in Him.  

 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  (Romans 5:1 NKJV) 

 

Verse 5 completes the Trinity. Jesus is described in 3 ways: 

1. The Faithful Witness of the One Who sent Him; in Revelation 19:11 He is called 
Faithful and True  
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2. The Firstborn from the dead – by the fact of His resurrection. He was the first raised 
from the dead by His own power. He didn’t come back to a mortal body like Lazarus, 
but into an immortal, glorified body! 

3. Ruler over the Kings of the earth – Even now He is the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.  He rules now but will rule on earth during the Millennial Kingdom. 

 
(Revelation 1:5B NKJV) To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
(Revelation 1:6 NKJV)  and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 

John now glorifies the LORD with 4 Truths: 
1. He loved us.  This is past tense, but some translations say, “He loves us” because they 

were bothered by inference that  He loves us no more. But John is pointing back to that day 
that Jesus died on the Cross and fully demonstrated His Eternal love by His sacrificial 
death that we deserved because we were sinners.  His love should NEVER be gauged by 
our circumstances but only by the Cross.   

2. He washed us from our sins in His own blood because it is impossible to have our sin 
removed by the blood of bulls and goats (Hebrews 10:4) or by our own works. And sin 
taken away is gone, as far as the east is from the west. It has been cast into the depths of 
the sea. (Micah 7:9) 

3. He made us to be a kings and we will reign with Him as Paul taught Timothy in  

a. 2 Timothy 2:12 NKJV  If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, 
He also will deny us. 

4. He made us to be priests unto His God and Father just as Peter said: “But you are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light’  (1 
Peter 2:9 NKJV) 

 

And because of all this, he concludes: “to Jesus be glory and dominion forever and ever.  
AMEN” – It will be so!  And not just in terms of the earth, but us as well as we surrender our 
lives and allow Him to conquer our self-centered will in favor of His perfect will. To that I say 
“AMEN AND AMEN!!!”. 
 

(Revelation 1:7 NKJV)  Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who 
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

 

This is clearly stating the overarching theme of the Book:  the Second Coming of Christ. The 
reader is commanded to LOOK UP because He will return!  When He ascended to Heaven, 
Luke tells us about the circumstances: 

 

Acts 1:9-11 NKJV  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  (10)  And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel,  (11)  who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like 
manner as you saw Him go into heaven." 
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Jesus also spoke of it: 

 

Matthew 26:64 NKJV  Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, 
hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming 
on the clouds of heaven." 

 

And Daniel saw in a vision: 

 

Daniel 7:13-14 NKJV  "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son 
of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they 
brought Him near before Him.  (14)  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which 
shall not be destroyed. 

 

And Zechariah prophesied:  

 

(Zechariah 12:10 NKJV) "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him 
as one grieves for a firstborn.   

 

But note that this prophesy extends to the Gentiles as well because ALL people crucified our 
LORD therefore ALL the tribes of the earth will mourn.  And if this bothers some, even so, 
AMEN – so be it.  

 

(Revelation 1:8 NKJV)  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, 
"who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 
 

John has given us much to think about. And now, the One to whom all glory is given, 

introduces Himself.  And like His Father, He is the One, “who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty”. 

The Greek letters Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters its alphabet. He also the 

Beginning and the End. These phrases express a Truth that Jesus – All things belong to Him; 

all things are about Him and all things that were written concerning Him must be fulfilled.   

All things were completely thought out and magnificently designed before God created the 

Heavens and Earth.  This is the Almighty who gives life and breath to all.  This is the Almighty 

who works all things according to the counsel of His Will.  This is the Almighty that created all 

things, visible and invisible.  And in Him all things are held together for  

 

‘You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all 
their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You 
preserve them all. The host of heaven worships You”  Nehemiah 9:6 NKJV   
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Perhaps all this becomes too big to take in. Perhaps this picture of our LORD is so incredible that we 

have difficulty understanding how our Infinite God who exists outside space and time, can ever think 

of one such as myself!   

Even though Jesus directs the path of human events toward His designed fulfillment, it is also 
comforting to know that our lives are not given over to blind fate, to random meaninglessness, or to 
endless cycles with no resolution.  No, His gentle but strong Hand is on everything, including our very 
lives.  

We take comfort that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.  The GREAT I AM who came 
down to rescue and redeem Israel from the bondage of Israel, came down again to rescue and 
redeem the souls of mankind.  The GREAT I AM, maker of heaven and earth, hung on a cross that 
was meant for us. As good as we think we are, as much good we have done in our lives, none of that 
was enough to save us from an eternity without Him.  By His unfathomable Grace He took our place 
on the Cross and bore the punishment of our sin.  We can know this; we can understand this because 
Jesus is “one of us” – 100% Man.  Jesus can do all things because He is 100% God who ever lives to 
intercede for us! 

We have barely scratched the surface of His Love for us. Perhaps, even today, you are frustrated and 
maybe angry that Jesus hasn’t returned yet and that evil seems to go unchecked and unpunished. I 
confess that I have cried out, “DO SOMETHING, NOW!”.  He smiles with pity in His heart and cries 
out to me, “Be still and know that I AM God…Just do as I commanded:  Love me with all your heart, 
mind, soul and strength.  Then love others by sharing My life,  My Love and all things that are written 
about what I have already done, and all things that will come to pass – consummating in a New 
Heaven and a New Earth where all things are worked out for the good to those who love Me.   

All of us who love the LORD and are called according to His Word will see and understand how all 
things will be knitted together for good.  And we will read and hear about these things in this very 
Book!   Now that’s a blessing!!! 

  


