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Revelation 11 

 

In chapter 10 we read of the mysterious “Little Scroll” which John was asked to eat.  The sweetness 
of it was evident at the first taste but as it entered his stomach, it became bitter.  

 

We spoke of God’s Word which is sweeter than honey on our lips. John experienced the sweetness 
of tasting something that came from God. It was a sweet thing to be obedient.  But after it was 
ingested, it turned bitter.  This is a reality of life here on earth.  We are blessed to be part of the Body 
of Christ. He has showered us with His spiritual gifts; He has “blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ”.  But being in the world is often bitter as well. Death, destruction, 
wickedness, politics, and the wrestling “against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”. And I didn’t even 
mention our flesh! 

 

I suppose that the word “bittersweet” is appropriate for life on earth. And I believe the scroll has to do 
with the impending sounding of the 7th trumpet. It will be a time of unbelievable disasters affecting 
“many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings”.   That doesn’t mean that the things in Chapter 11 are in 
the little scroll.  Rather, like the last interlude, we will see things that started at the beginning of the 
Tribulation and are still continuing until the 7th Trumpet sounds.  

  

(Revelation 11:1 NKJV)  Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, 
"Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there. (2)  But leave out the 
court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And 
they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 

 
Those who believe that Revelation is history and not prophesy will say that this temple is the 
Second Temple that stood before it was destroyed in 70AD. But we know this to be a book of 
prophesy, even from Jesus’ words to John in Revelation 1:19 (write about the things that will 
come). 
 
So, John is told to measure the temple. Its construction could have begun before the 
Tribulation started, but not necessarily.  John is witnessing and measuring the Temple that 
was spoke of by Daniel. 
 

Daniel 9:27 NKJV  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in 
the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 
wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the 
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate." 

 
Daniel 11:31-32 NKJV  And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the 
sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there 
the abomination of desolation.  (32)  Those who do wickedly against the covenant he 
shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry 
out great exploits. 

 

Given the time of the writing of these prophesies by Daniel, one can make the case that they 
refer to a specific time in 167BC  when a Greek ruler by the name of Antiochus 
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Eepiphanies outlawed the religion of the Jews. Eventually, He set up an altar to Zeus over the 
brazen altar in the Temple. He also sacrificed a pig on the Holy Altar.  This event became 
known as the abomination of desolation.  A group of Jewish fighters managed to defeat this 
ruler and his armies and then recaptured Jerusalem and the Temple. They cleaned up the 
Temple and rededicated it to God.  This became the Feast of Dedication that is still celebrated 
today!  
 
(by the way: The Feast celebrates the miracle of the lampstand oil which burned for 8 days 
when there was only enough for one day. Eight days was the time it took to produce the pure 
oil for the Holy Menorah. This celebration is called “Chanukah”.   Even Jesus went up to the 
Temple to celebrate (See John 10:22)) 

 
But, back to the Temple and the abomination of desolation.  
 
In Matthew 24:15 we read what Jesus taught His disciples:  

Matthew 24:15 NKJV  "Therefore when you see the 'ABOMINATION OF 
DESOLATION,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place"  (whoever 
reads, let him understand),  (16)  "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

 

“When you see” is obviously future . So, Jesus was prophesying that sometime in the future 
another abomination of desolation would occur in a Jewish temple in Jerusalem. Since the 
Temple was been destroyed in 70AD and has yet to be rebuilt, this can’t be that Temple.  

 
Unlike the second Temple, John was told not to measure an outer court which was supposed 
to be for the “God-fearing Gentiles”.   

 
So, what does all this mean?   Most believe that this is going to be the “tribulation” Temple.  A 
highly likely scenario is as follows: 
 
Today, the Jews want to build this Temple on the Temple Mount. Unfortunately, it is occupied 
by the Muslims who are in no mood to be accommodating.  Now, after the Tribulation begins, it 
is likely that the Anti-Christ, who covenanted with Israel and her enemies, will allow/fund the 
construction to build it on the Mount. Jews today say that they wouldn’t mind sharing the Mount 
and they want their Temple built on 15 acres north of the Dome of the Rock. Perhaps, this is 
why John was told not to measure the area outside the Temple because it will be already 
occupied by the Muslims (gentiles).  Verse 2 says that the gentiles will try to control the Holy 
City for 42 months. This too is in the 2nd half of the Tribulation when the Anti-Christ shows his 
true colors.   
 
Therefore, at the beginning of the Tribulation the Temple will be rebuilt and worship and 
sacrifices will be evident. But, according to Daniel it will only last 42 months and then the Anti-
Christ will claim that he is “god” and set up a statue of himself for all to worship!  That John 
was told to measure it means that while it was a vision, it was real enough to measure it.  
 
Many try to spiritualize or overly symbolize these 2 verses. I think they are wrong.   How else 
can the prophesies come to fruition if this is just a vision?   Some even say that John is 
measuring the “church” but that makes no sense if the gentiles are excluded. The case they 
are trying to make is based on Paul’s teachings that we are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 3:16-17, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 2 Corinthians 6:16, Ephesians 2:21) or Peter’s 
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teaching that we are living stones being built up into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5).  Again, this 
isn’t what’s being described here.  
 
Note that it says, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship 
there.  While the word “measure” means to determine the size of something, when it comes to 
people, one has to conclude that the LORD was measuring their apostacy from the truth. In 
Zechariah 2 we see the measuring of Jerusalem and then God’s coming judgment on it. 

 
(Revelation 11:3 NKJV)  And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 
 

And, yet again, we are staring at another mystery.  Why can’t we just accept that God will 
appoint two unnamed witnesses to proclaim the truth in Jerusalem?   We are an extremely 
curious lot.  
 
The witnesses will prophesy 1260 days. This puts them on the ground at the beginning of the 
Tribulation. They are clothed in sackcloth. Sackcloth was used as a garment for mourning. It 
was first mentioned in Genesis 37.  After the fake news of the death of Joseph, it says 

 

Genesis 37:34 NKJV  Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and 
mourned for his son many days. 

 

The idea behind it is that the mourners were not to be comfortable during this time as physical 
comfort might detract from the solemnness of the death of a loved one. In Judaism today, we 
sit on small kindergarten-sized chairs for the 7 days of prescribed mourning. Mirrors are 
covered to prevent anyone from been vain or upset with how they look without make-up or 
shaving.   

 
So, these two men show up and we just got to know who they are.  We know that they were 
chosen by God because the word says “My witnesses”.   And we know that they will prophesy 
at the Temple to all those in Jerusalem and the world (via modern technology).  
 
Most believe these prophets to be Moses and Elijah (representing the Law and Prophets who 
appeared at the Transfiguration).  Some believe they are Enoch and Elijah because they by-
passed death and went straightaway to Heaven. Those who hold to this interpretation like to 
quote that Hebrews 9:27, “it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment”  
 

(Revelation 11:4 NKJV)  These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the 
God of the earth. (5)  And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours 
their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. (6)  These have 
power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. 

 
Let’s first look at Scripture: 

 
Zechariah 4:11-14 NKJV  Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive 
trees—at the right of the lampstand and at its left?"  (12)  And I further answered and 
said to him, "What are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two 
gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?"  (13)  Then he answered me and said, "Do 
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you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord."  (14)  So he said, "These are 
the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth." 

 
So, we know that the olive trees and the lampstands were a fulfillment of Zechariah 4 but it still 
does not tell us the name of the witness.   Let’s first check out Malachi: 

 
And Malachi 4:5-6 NKJV  (5)  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.  (6)  And he will turn The hearts of 
the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come 
and strike the earth with a curse. 

 

But Jesus said, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all things.  (12)  But I say 
to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever 
they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands." Matthew 
17:11-12 NKJV    

Jesus seems to say that this isn’t Elijah here at the Temple. But,  
Verse 6 says that “These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their 
prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with 
all plagues, as often as they desire.”  This sounds like Elijah and Moses but is it conclusive?   
Let’s go back to the Olive trees and Lampstands.   Zechariah’s prophesy fits the best.  So, who 
could these men be? 
 

We know from Scripture that oil was a symbol of the Holy Spirit.  The Hebrew for “anointed 
ones” is “sons of oil”. To be a son in Jewish thought is to be a representation of the “oil” which, 
in this case, is the Holy Spirit.  These men would be continually supplied by the Holy Spirit 
including His power and His protection for 42 months.  Preaching the Light of the World in the 
darkness of Jerusalem will be a difficult task.  

 

In line with the Zechariah prophesy is the context in which it was given.  The rebuilding of the 
Temple was spearheaded by 2 men:   Zerubbabel and Yeshua.  Zerubbabel represented 
the rulers and Yeshua was the High Priest. These two were instrumental in rebuilding the 
2nd Temple after the Babylonian Exile.  
 

You must decide for yourself. Even though I believe them to be Zerubbabel and Yeshua, I still 
stand by my statement that when the Holy Spirit doesn’t say anything, it’s ok to believe that the 
names are not as important as their mission.  

 
(Revelation 11:7 NKJV)  When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the 
bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. (8)  And their dead bodies 
will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 
was crucified. (9)  Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead 
bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. (10)  And those 
who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because 
these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. 
 

At the end of 1260 days, their testimonies will cease. At that time, the beast will ascend out of 
the bottomless pit and kill them after a battle.  This beast was first spoken of in Revelation 9:11 
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Revelation 9:11 NKJV  And they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, 
whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 

 

And everyone believes it is Satan himself.  

 

Their bodies will lay in the street in front of the Temple for 3.5 days because their burial will be 
denied. Their dead bodies would be a banner of defeat caused by the enemies of God!   The 
world will see and rejoice as if were a holiday.  
 
But this is a great sadness for us because the City of God, the great city of the King is called 
Sodom and Egypt. The city was like Sodom in their sexual sin and adulterous relationship with 
God. And it was like Egypt whose Pharaoh’s were proud and stubborn. Even though they 
thought they were worshipping God, they were worshipping their religion.  

 
(Revelation 11:11 NKJV)  Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered 
them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.  (Revelation 11:12 
NKJV)  And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they 
ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 

 
In the perfect “But God” moment, the witnesses are raised up from the dead and then told to 
“Come up here”. And like Jesus before them, they ascended to heaven in a cloud.  Their 
enemies were witnesses to this miracle! 
 

(Revelation 11:13 NKJV)  In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. 
In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the 
God of heaven. 

 
At that time, an earthquake struck and destroyed 1/10th of the city and 7000 people were killed 
in the rubble.  
 
Those who remain were afraid. And they glorified the God of Creation. Some came to their 
senses and saw the hand of God in all of this. 
 

And with that,  
 

(Revelation 11:14 NKJV)  The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 
 
The next scene is of Heaven. This is part of the vision that John saw. He saw things happening in the 
first 42 months and now he is going to witness the sound of the Seventh Trumpet!  We will pick up 
our study next week at Verse 15.  
 
For today, I want to conclude with some thoughts about Temple worship and perhaps church worship.   
 
Throughout the history of Mankind, men and women have worshipped created things instead of the 
Creator. We call this idolatry. It is an abomination unto the LORD. Abomination means disgust, 
filthiness, abhorrence, loathing and hatred. It is almost always associated with idolatry!  (136 times in 
the OT and 6 in the NT).  

 

We know from previous teachings that idolatry doesn’t have to be the outright worship of a little statue 
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or a religious figure.  Idolatry is anything we turn to instead of our LORD God, Jesus.  I often turn to 
food for comfort. I turn to depression to have an excuse to not face the reality of what I am not dealing 
with at the time.  I also turn to my so-called wisdom when I believe I can figure out the troubles or 
challenges that I face. 

  

Religious beliefs can become idols.  

 There are some religions that claim that their beliefs are the only way to God and heaven and 
that any outsider is doomed.  

 Then there are the works-based religions that teach that you need to earn your way into 
heaven by works as if the blood of Messiah is not quite good enough to save.  

 Lastly, there are those religions that declare that we are all gods because self is god.  God is a 
Universal Creative Consciousness and the source of all that exists. There isn’t any religion that 
holds the only key to the "Spiritual Path" or "Way" toward God.  This is idolatry! 

 

God has not called mankind to create religion. It has called us to love His Son Whom the Father sent 
to us, for us and to save us from ourselves. He has called us to love each other who are made in the 
image of God, especially those who are in the household of God.  

 

In the first 2 verses of this Chapter we saw the essence of Judaism being restored:  temple worship 
with its rituals and requirements, especially the reinstitution of the Levitical Priesthood, the Sacrifices 
and all the “keep out” signs that separate God’s children from Himself.  God allows it to be rebuilt, but 
He will not dwell in it for He dwells in the hearts of all true believers in His Son.  Ultimately, rebuilding 
the Temple is a proclamation against Jesus and a declaration that they are able to adhere to the 
letter of Law.  But what did Jesus tell them? 

 

John 5:38-40 NKJV  But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you 
do not believe.  (39)  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these 
are they which testify of Me.  (40)  But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 

 
What does Jesus desire?   
 
John 4:21-24 NKJV  Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither 
on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.  (22)  You worship what you do not know; we 
know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  (23)  But the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship 
Him.  (24)  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

 
Weak and wounded sinner, lost and left to die 
Oh, raise your head, for love is passing by 
Come to Jesus, come to Jesus, come to Jesus and live 
 
Now your burden's lifted and carried far away 
And precious blood has washed away the stain 
So, sing to Jesus, sing to Jesus, sing to Jesus and live 
 
And like a newborn baby, don't be afraid to crawl 
And remember when you walk sometimes we fall 
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So, fall on Jesus, fall on Jesus, fall on Jesus and live 
 
Sometimes the way is lonely and steep and filled with pain 
So, if your sky is dark and pours the rain 
Then, cry to Jesus, cry to Jesus, cry to Jesus and live 
 
Oh, and when the love spills over and music fills the night 
And when you can't contain your joy inside 
Then, dance for Jesus, dance for Jesus, dance for Jesus and live 


