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Revelation 13 

 

Last week we began a section of the Revelation that sits between the sounding of the 7th trumpet and 
the actual occurrences that are revealed from that last trumpet. This will take place in Chapter 16. 
Chapters 12 thru 15 will fill in details, both from the beginning of the 7-year Tribulation thru the end of 
the first 42 months.  Chapters 12 and 13 are critical to our understanding of the last 42 months in that 
they introduce 7 main characters who play pivotal roles in what will be.  

  

We learned about the Woman who represents Israel. We learned about the Dragon who represents 
satan.  He tried and failed to stop the Birth of Messiah and the Death of Messiah. He was cast down 
to earth with his demon followers by the Archangel Michael. Satan persecuted the Woman and was 
able to kill many. But God saved the “remnant of her seed” that “keep the commandments of God 
and the testimony of Jesus”.    These are 5 of the 7 main characters in the “Great Tribulation”.  

 

Speaking of this time the Prophet Zechariah wrote: 

 

Zechariah 13:8-9 ESV  In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off and 
perish, and one third shall be left alive.  (9)  And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them 
as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will 
answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” 

 

The LORD declares that two-thirds of the people of Israel will be cut off. Some say that this is what 
the Revelation 12:17 rage against the offspring of the woman is all about.  It appears by most 
expositors that this remnant that was mentioned here are only Jews who came to faith in Jesus 
during the tribulation.  Some say that this may or may not include the 144,000 Jewish evangelists.   

  

Regarding  the “remnant”, the OT mentions it Seventy-nine times  – as early as Genesis 45 when a 
remnant of the Children of Israel were saved by God through Joseph.  Then it takes form in the 
prophesies of Isaiah: 

Isaiah 10:20-22  And it shall come to pass in that day That the remnant of Israel, And such as 
have escaped of the house of Jacob, Will never again depend on him who defeated them, But 
will depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.  (21)  The remnant will return, the 
remnant of Jacob, To the Mighty God.  (22)  For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand 
of the sea, A remnant of them will return; The destruction decreed shall overflow with 
righteousness. 

 

Of all the Children of Israel, a faithful remnant would be preserved!  This prophesy in Isaiah was 
repeated by Paul in Romans 9:27 when he taught on the salvation of the Jewish nation.  

 

And lastly, in Acts 15 where the elders of the Jewish believers were struggling with the concept that 
Gentiles could be saved, James quoted Amos 9:12  

 

That they may possess the remnant of Edom,  And all the Gentiles who are called by My 
name," Says the LORD who does this thing. 
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All of this is by grace! 

 

Romans 11:4-5  But what does the divine response say to him? "I HAVE RESERVED FOR 
MYSELF SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL."  (5)  
Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

(I thought it interesting that Paul equated the election of grace with the 7000 who did not bow 
down to Ba’al).  Once again, the sovereignty of God meets the free will of mankind. 

 

With these five players being introduced, there are two more to go. That’s where chapter 13 comes 
onto the scene. Remember, even though we are stuck between the blowing of the trumpet and its 
fulfillment on earth, this doesn’t mean that these chapters are in chronological order.  That’s often a 
mistake the western mindset makes. Like previous chapters, some of what we read started at the 
beginning of the Tribulation or even right before it.  

  

Who are the two remaining players?  And what will they do? 

 

(Revelation 13:1)  Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous 
name. 

 
John switches from a heavenly perspective to an earthly one. He’s standing on a beach 
watching the sea.  The “sea” is often symbolic of the Gentile nations.  
 

Revelation 17:15  Then he said to me, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot 
sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 

 

Perhaps because of the Flood, most Jews who lived in ancient times had a negative view of 
the sea.  They saw it as wild and untamed and a place of danger.  The prophet Isaiah said: 

 

Isaiah 57:20  But the wicked are like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.    

 

With constant attacks and persecutions from the surrounding gentile nati0ns, the raging seas 
became symbolic for their fierce enemies and the enemies of God.  
 
Now, out of this place walks a “beast”, a dangerous and wild beast as the Greek word 
indicates.   Therefore, this beast is identified as a Gentile.  
 
The beast has 7 heads and 10 horns. Once again, we see the fulfillment of Daniel 7:7-8.  This 
is Daniel’s 4th Beast – the Roman Empire. Around the time of the beginning of the Tribulation, 
this beast represents the “revised Roman Empire”.  The little horn of Daniel becomes the world 
ruler who makes a 7-year peace treaty with Israel and her enemies.  These 10 nations will 
come against God and speak blasphemies.  
  

(Revelation 13:2)  Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, 
and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great 
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authority. 
 

Also drawing from Daniel, this beast was a “composite” of the “leopard” (Greece),  the bear 
(Medo-Persian) and the “lion” (Babylon).   This isn’t a revival of these empires, but perhaps the 
sum of their national characters.  
 
But verse 1 only refers to “a” beast. Sometimes the “beast” represents a person; sometimes it 
represents the so-called empire he controls.  Context will tell us to which the verses refer.  
 
The beast “person” will be head of all these gentile nations because the “Dragon” gave him his 
power, his throne and his authority.  
 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10  (9)  The coming of the lawless one is according to the working 
of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders,  (10)  and with all unrighteous 
deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. 

 

This is the Antichrist, the son of perdition, the man of sin, the lawless one who “who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped (2 Thessalonians 2:4A).  

The beast is not an ordinary man. He is called the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit 
(Rev_11:7; Rev_17:8).  Sometimes it’s difficult to see satan apart from the beast in some 
descriptions. Perhaps this is because the beast is possessed by him.  

 
(Revelation 13:3)  And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly 
wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 
 

Speaking again of the beast as a group of 7 rulers, one of them is nearly fatally wounded, in 
other words, he is mostly-dead.  I say this because the text says “as if it had been mortally 
wounded”  Satan evidently heals the wound before this ruler dies.   
 
Following this fake-news of the ruler being raised from the dead, this ruler grew in power and 
many “followed this beast”.   
 

(Revelation 13:4)  So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped 
the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 
 

But, worshipping the beast (antichrist), is really worshipping satan.  He is uniquely gifted and 
uniquely powerful because it appears that no one can be compared to him and no one can 
oppose him.  

Is there anyone who can answer this question?  Where are the believers in the One True God?  
Oh, I think they are there but their voices have been silenced by the beast and the dragon. The 
enemies of God have chosen a new “god”!   

(Revelation 13:5)  And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue for forty-two months.  (6)  Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 
 

He has grown in power and fame and was the consummate orator who was able to speak 
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great lies as truth and speak blasphemies against God and His followers. The dragon is the 
one who gives him the mouth to speak “great things”.   
 
When was this 42-months?  It appears that it was the first half of the tribulation for God was 
the One who granted his authority for a time to test those who dwell on the earth.  
 
But the Antichrist could not contain himself and he began to blaspheme God, His Name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  
 

Daniel 8:11-14  He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him 
the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast 
down.  (12)  Because of transgression, an army was given over to the horn to oppose 
the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and prospered.   

:                                how long will this last? 

 (14)  And he said to me, "For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary 
shall be cleansed." 

 

Daniel 9:27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the 
middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is 
determined, Is poured out on the desolate." 

And why does the beast blaspheme those who dwell in heaven?  Because they are out of 
his reach! 

 
(Revelation 13:7)  It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And 
authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 
 

The saints are defined by their faith in Jesus. The antichrist will not be able to overcome 
their faith, but he can kill their bodies. Of course, who these saints are is directly related to 
people’s perspective on the rapture.  Post-tribbers would say that this is “the church”.  But 
Jesus had promised that the “gates of hell shall not prevail against it! So, there’s an issue 
here with this particular end-times view. (btw: many of the mid-trib and post-trib folks believe 
that the church will make the world better…so far that doesn’t appear to be the case).  

 
(Revelation 13:8)  All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written 
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
 

Here we read the results of this charismatic and powerful ruler: all who are not recorded in the 
Book of Life, will worship him!  In other words, satanic worship and having one’s name in the 
Book of Life are mutually exclusive! 
 
The slain Lamb is proof that Jesus’ sacrifice wasn’t an afterthought. Redemption was in the 
mind of God before He created the heavens and earth.  
 

(Revelation 13:9)  If anyone has an ear, let him hear. (10)  He who leads into captivity shall go into 
captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints. 



Page 5 of 7 
 

 
Since all people have ears, they are warned to take heed!  How wonderfully eternal is His offer 
of mercy!   And the warning is to the ones doing the capturing and killing.  You will not escape 
just because you are in power.  
 
As this and more take place, those who come to faith in Messiah are told to be patient and 
faithful because God the Just will prevail. Justice will be totally satisfied! 
 

That was our introduction to the first beast: the antichrist. While he was powerful, the antichrist has a 
partner in crime.  The next beast will complete the Unholy Trinity of Satan, the Beast a.k.a., Antichrist 
and Beast 2.  
 
(Revelation 13:11)  Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a 
lamb and spoke like a dragon. 

 
Another beast emerges, this time from the earth. There’s no indication that this is somewhere 
specific. This beast has 2 horns and is like a lamb.  Perhaps he’s of a gentler appearance. The 
two horns might speak of 2 spheres of influence but since neither horn has a crown, his sphere 
of influence is probably not political.  Let’s read his job description in verses 12-15.  

 
(Revelation 13:12)  And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes 
the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
(13)  He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men. (14)  And he deceives those who dwell on the earth—by those signs which he was 
granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to 
the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. (15)  He was granted power to give breath to 
the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would 
not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 

 
It appears that this beast is subservient to the first beast since he has authority from the 
Antichrist. Even the phrase “in his presence” also seems to indicate that he’s a “servant” of the 
Antichrist.  
  
But he causes the whole world to worship the beast. This puts him into the realm of a religion.  
We have to look at 2 future verses to find out who this is: 
 

Revelation 16:13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of 
the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

 

Revelation 19:20  Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who 
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of 
fire burning with brimstone. 

 

Satanic worship is what’s begin offered. But I’m sure it goes by a perfectly acceptable name, 
like the Universal Church of the Great Consciousness of Mother Earth. This will be the religion 
of self-indulgence and the religion of all tolerance and personal identity. Anything goes as long 
as God is not part of it! 
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The False Prophet also performs great signs like calling fire down from heaven putting this 
man in the class of the great prophet Elijah. The multitudes will come to believe in the 
Antichrist because of these “signs and wonders”. But God warned the Israelites (and us) 
against believing the signs only…the message was just as important (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). 
Jesus also warned against false prophets that would be able to work miracles but would perish 
in hell!   In other words, beware of signs and wonders!    
 

1 Thessalonians 5:21  (21)  Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

 

1 John 4:1  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

 
The 2nd beast did these things with one goal in mind. Delude the people into believing that the 
1st beast was god!   In line with this was his “telling those who dwell on the earth to make an 
image of the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived”.  
 
And they did so because in verse 15, the False Prophet gave breath to the image so that it 
could speak!  Was this a miracle? Or was it animatronics?  Either way, the message was clear:  
go and kill all those who refuse to worship the image of the beast!  
Those who refuse know that no idol can speak, hear or move! 
  

The timing of this is before the bowls of wrath in the last 42 months. The place is the 
Tribulation Temple. And it becomes the fulfillment of Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, and 2 
Thessalonians 2:3-4: 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4  (3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of 
perdition,  (4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

But, just as quickly as the Antichrist rises to a peak of power, his fall will be just as quick. 

 
(Revelation 13:16)  He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a 
mark on their right hand or on their foreheads,  (17)  and that no one may buy or sell except one 
who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  (18)  Here is wisdom. Let 
him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His 
number is 666. 
 

The beasts have successfully controlled the minds and hearts of those who dwell on the earth.  
Political control and Religious Control are in place. Next comes economic control.  
 
If anyone wants to buy or sell, he or she must receive a mark. It appears it can be a mark, or a 
tattoo of the beast’s name or the number of his name – the infamous 666.  
 
I did an internet search on ‘666’ and it returned 635 million entries. But, we live in a time where 
chips, nano-technology embedded in ink and even gene-manipulation could all be used to 
make the mark.  Be careful because whatever it is will be for our own good…until the truth is 
revealed! 
 
There’s just too much to teach about regarding this number. This mystery has been at the 
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forefront of every generation and no one has definitively been able to decipher it.  
 
The number 6 is the number of man. Mankind was created on the 6th day. God is symbolized 
by the number of perfection: “7”.  Man’s imperfection is seen in his number – coming short of 
the completion and perfection of God.  Some believe that the number ‘777’ is symbolic of the 
Trinity – each Person is perfect and in perfect unity with each other.  
 
Could it be that ‘666’ is simply a symbol of three perfectly imperfect persons who oppose the 
Persons of the Trinity? Satan is the anti-Father, the first beast is the anti-Christ and the second 
beast is the anti-Holy Spirit’.   
 

These 3 not only come against God, even believing that they can prevail, they also offer up the “Big 
Lie” – that God is not love but a vindictive and wrathful dictator who cannot or will not stop all the 
disasters and suffering that have occurred throughout history. If He cannot not, He’s no God. If He will 
not, then He’s a monster. 

 
This is what the ‘father of lies’ does. He keeps on lying about what people know to be true. It 
becomes psychological warfare whose intent is to convince people that what they see as evil is good 
and what they see as good is evil.  

 
He will tell you that there is no absolute truth. He will tell you that man is just one of the many animals 
that evolved on this planet. He will tell you that Jesus never actually existed and that the Bible is a 
masterpiece of fiction written by old Jewish guys who wanted to delude people into a false sense of 
hope and make them feel guilty about their natural feelings and desires.  

 
And when he has you feeling the trifecta of emotional manipulation, fear, uncertainty, and doubt, he 
comes rushing in with the remedy:  worship me and I will take care of you. I will give you everything 
you need to live without any strings attached.  I will never judge you for what you do. I will never 
threaten you with a place of eternal fire and suffering. I will allow you to believe whatever you want.  
Just worship me as a way to simply thank me – then eat, drink and be merry and when you die you 
will become part of the universal consciousness which is the source of all that exists.  

 
 


