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Revelation 15-16:2 

Chapter 14 had three angels with three warnings: 

1. "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 
made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water." 

2. "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine 
of the wrath of her fornication." 

3. "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his 
hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full 
strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  And the smoke of their torment 
ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his 
image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 

 

The order is important.  Fear God and Glorify Him alone for the time of judgment has come.  Your 
world’s godless political, economic and religious systems will soon be destroyed. If you continue in 
this rebellion, God will not have any choice but to purify His creation by fire along with your so-
called god and his false prophet!  If you take the mark it will distinguish you as a rebel, fornicator, 
unbeliever, murderer, an abomination, idolater, and a liar who denies the Son and teaches others 
to do so as well. 

 
Chapter 14 ended with the image of God’s winepress being filled with the harvested grapes and vines 
that were ripe with wickedness to be crushed by the weight of judgment of our Almighty God.  
 
Today, we come to chapters 15, where the last seven angels holding  bowls filled with the wrath of 
God are presented. But like every other judgment against the enemies of God, this chapter gives us a 
glimpse into Heaven again.  
 
(Revelation 15:1 NKJV)  Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels 
having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 

 

“That Day”, “The Day of the LORD”, “The Latter Days”, and the time of Jacob’s Trouble” 
spoken of over and over in the Scriptures, especially the OT, is coming to fruition. God will not 
be mocked as Paul taught: 

 

Galatians 6:7-8 NKJV  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 
sows, that he will also reap.  (8)  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 

 

Just a few words about the words “sign” and “plagues”. Their meanings will help us to better 
understand this chapter.  The Greek word for “sign” is translated as “wonder” or even “miracle”.  
It normally associated with a prophetic utterance and it often carries with it the idea of 
“astonishment”.  The sign is called “great and marvelous” but marvelous is more about it being 
a “marvel” to behold then anything happily accepted.  
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The word “plague” means a wound caused by a blow, and is frequently translated “stripe” and 
“stripes” 

 
The idea of plagues certainly evokes thoughts of the Exodus where Pharaoh and his Nation 
were judged and suffered plagues. But by this time, the promises of God were probably 
forgotten: 
 

Leviticus 26:21, 23-24 NKJV  (21)  'Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not willing 
to obey Me, I will bring on you seven times more plagues, according to your sins  ….. 
(23)  'And if by these things you are not reformed (instructed, chastised, punished) by 
Me, but walk contrary to Me,  (24)  then I also will walk contrary to you, and I will punish 
you yet seven times for your sins. 

 

So, it’s not like they were not warned!  And certainly the LORD has punished them with the 
seven seals and trumpets and finally with the seven bowls.  

  
(Revelation 15:2 NKJV)  And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who 
have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 
 

In Chapter 4 verse 6 we read “Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal”. That 
spoke of God’s holiness and pure light.  Now we read about the sea of glass mixed with fire 
which speaks of His Judgment. Because He is Holy, He must also Judge! 

 

Standing on this glass sea are the Tribulation saints who have overcome and not given 
themselves over to the beast, his image, his mark, or the number of his name. The harps they 
hold are from God, and for God and played to God. But, standing on the sea of glass, they 
are no longer on the earth, but are those who were martyred by the antichrist. He believed that 
he was able to kill them, but they immediately entered into the presence of their Creator and 
Savior: “they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and 
they did not love their lives to the death.” (Revelation 12:11). 

 
(Revelation 15:3 NKJV)  They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying: "Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O 
King of the saints!  (Revelation 15:4 NKJV)  Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have 
been manifested." 
 

This chapter connects the reader to the time of the Exodus. Jews would know it as a time of 
deliverance from physical bondage.  Those who sing this song in heaven know it as the time of 
deliverance from sin, self, satan and the world.   
 

What the tribulation martyrs sing is the Song of Moses a.k.a., the Song of the Lamb. (or 
perhaps they are singing both songs).  Moses’ song was a song of victory on earth. We find 
this song in Exodus 15.  

"I will sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has 
thrown into the sea!  The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my 
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salvation; He is my God, and I will praise Him; My father's God, and I will exalt 
Him…Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness, 
Fearful in praises, doing wonders?” 

The Song of the Lamb is a song of victory over everything on earth that opposes God who 
does not change. The circumstances on earth change but God will not bend to creation. 
Creation must bend to Him! 

Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! – The God of infinite power!  His 
works are beyond great and are to be marveled as we bow in awestruck wonder to Him.  
 
Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!  – He is Truth and His Righteousness is the 
only Way He knows.  He is the King of Kings! 
 
Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. – In His 
Perfect Holiness we glorify His Name. And we stand in awe of the Only One who can do what 
He does! 
 
For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested. 
– His Promises are kept. His Warnings were given. His longsuffering was filled to overflowing. 
But He judges the world in perfect righteousness and therefore all the earth will come and 
worship before Him.  
 
This is part of the blessing of this book. Those who read it and accept it as prophetic warnings 
now will have an opportunity to avoid these last seven years of judgment and wrath and be 
rescued from it before it begins.  
 

(Revelation 15:5 NKJV)  After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened. 

John is still recording things that remind us of the Exodus era. Now we see “the temple of the 
tabernacle of the testimony in heaven…”. 

This refers to the heavenly reality of the tabernacle, not the earthly copy.  John uses all three 
names that are associated with the “dwelling place of God” that housed the Ark of the 
Testimony.  Therefore, what John is seeing now is the heavenly “Holy of Holies”.   But the 
Heavenly reality is not like the earthly copy, for John says it was opened!  John could see into 
it; on earth only the High Priest could enter once a year! 

 
(Revelation 15:6 NKJV)  And out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven plagues, 
clothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands. 
 

Seven angels came out of the temple and from God’s Holy  Presence. They are dressed in 
pure white signifying their purity and gold bands around their chests signifying the One on the 
Throne who is sending them! 

 
(Revelation 15:7 NKJV)  Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden 
bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. 
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The word bowl is sometimes translated “vials”.  The Greek word means “shallow shallow cup”.  

They contain the full wrath of the eternal God!  Yes!  the bowls are coming, and we will soon 
witness something that nobody desires but something that must be done. We all yearn for 
mercy but our Holy God must also judge!   Every believer, every saint, every martyr has cried 
out, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?”.  

 
(Revelation 15:8 NKJV)  The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, 
and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. 
 

So powerful was this moment that the heavenly temple was filled with smoke from God’s 
glorious presence. His power is completely made manifest and no one was able to enter the 
Holy of Holies until after the last plague was completed.  
 

(Revelation 16:1 NKJV)  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go 
and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” 

 
There’s no one in the temple but God. So, the loud voice is His. God always takes 
responsibility for His actions.  
 
But I must remind you that God’s anger and God’s wrath are not uncontrollable but a 
measured response to the depths of the sinful nature of those who dwell on the earth and have 
taken the mark of the beast! 
   

(Revelation 16:2 NKJV)  So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and 
loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. 
 

Foul means “worthless” and loathsome means “evil” and certainly describes those receiving 
this first plague.  
 
The first bowl caused something similar to the Sixth plague in Egypt. Exodus 9:10 NKJV  Then 
they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and Moses scattered them 
toward heaven. And they caused boils that break out in sores on man and beast. 

 

The boils were like fire on the skin!  This same thing was on the skin of Job when Satan was 
allowed to test him.  

 
(Revelation 16:3 NKJV)  Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood 
as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. 

 
This is reminiscent of the first plague in Egypt: 
 
Exodus 7:20-21 NKJV  And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he 
lifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the 
sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.  (21)  The 
fish that were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink the water of 
the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
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Revelation 8:8-9 NKJV  Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great 
mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.  (9)  
And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

 
Now, the plague is 100% complete.  
 

(Revelation 16:4 NKJV)  Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, 
and they became blood. 
 

Revelation 8:10-11 NKJV  (10)  Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from 
heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water.  (11)  
The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many men 
died from the water, because it was made bitter. 

 

Implicit in this verse is the completeness of this plague.  

 

(Revelation 16:5 NKJV)  And I heard the angel of the waters saying: "You are righteous, O Lord, The 
One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things.  (Revelation 16:6 
NKJV)  For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to 
drink. For it is their just due." (Revelation 16:7 NKJV)  And I heard another from the altar saying, 
"Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments." 
 

Is this anticipating the outcry of unfairness of God towards His Creation?  Perhaps. The angel 
of the waters clearly says that what the people are getting is their “just due” for all of the 
bloodshed they caused – one might even think that this is for the blood of all the saints and 
prophets since the beginning! 
 

(Revelation 16:8 NKJV)  Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given 
to him to scorch men with fire. (9)  And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed 
the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. 
 

This is the opposite of the fourth trumpet and the ninth plague where the sun and moon were 
prevented from giving light and heat.  Now, the sun is made to heat up and scorch men with 
fire.  
 
And the saddest thing here is that instead of bowing to their Creator, they rejected His call to 
repent, they blasphemed His Name and refused to give Him Glory! 
 

(Revelation 16:10 NKJV)  Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his 
kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. (11)  They 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their 
deeds. 
 

This is the same of the fourth trumpet and the ninth plague where the darkness fell upon the 
kingdom of the Beast, the antichrist. The darkness was as pitch-black as their souls. Pain 
resulted and they were still dealing with their sores.  
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(Revelation 16:12 NKJV)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and 
its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 
This sixth angel dries up the mighty river Euphrates. This is to prepare for the massive 
movement of the armies of the kings of the east who will come against the LORD.  
 
This too is similar to the sixth trumpet and the four angels who had been prepared and then 
released to kill one-third of mankind.  
 
More on this next week. 

 
This week is another difficult week. And, we still have several more weeks before we see the victory!  
Not that there’s any doubt but perhaps it’s to teach us patience and to exercise our faith.  
 
While spoken in fantastical terms, what we are reading now will occur. The most disturbing aspect of 
all of this was recorded in Chapter 16 verse 8 when the fourth bowl is poured out. It says,  
 
“and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not 
repent and give Him glory”.  
 
Their rebellious attitudes refuse to acknowledge God as the True God.  
After I first heard of these things, I asked, “Are these prophesies set in stone?  Must all these things 
take place?  What if mankind repented? What if all of mankind saw that God loved His creation so 
much that He sent His Son to die in our place and have all this wrath poured on Him?”  
 
I think the term “naive” is appropriate. I thought that if God could save a stiff-necked Jew like me, 
anything was possible. But I learned a hard Truth:  many people reject God because they love 
themselves more. They love their minds that create fantasies that they believe are real, like a 
universe that cares and provides for them. They love their flesh with its adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness,  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like (Galatians 
5:19-21).      

  

But after many years of seeing the depravity of mankind filling up the world to overflowing, my 
thoughts turned to “Why hasn’t He poured out His wrath yet?”.   It seems like the only reason God is  
longsuffering toward us is that He is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance”. (2 Peter 3:9).  
 
Perishing will be horrific.  The Lake of Fire is beyond my comprehension – especially when I think that 
those who will experience it do so with full knowledge and by their own choices.   Our job is to tell 
them that they have a choice:   
 

Deuteronomy 30:16 NKJV  in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His 
ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and 
multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 

 

Deuteronomy 30:17-19 NKJV  (17)  But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are 
drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them,  (18)  I announce to you today that you shall 
surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in 
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and possess.  (19)  I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may 
live; 

 


