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Revelation 17:6 – End 

 

Last week we began chapter 17. Remember, both chapters 17 and 18 are not in chronological order 
with the bowls, The 7th bowl brought great noises, thunderings, lightnings, a worldwide earthquake, 
and 100 lb. hailstones that were cast down from God’s storehouse in heaven.  

 

We talked about the idea of chapter 17 and 18 being another interlude, this time to fill in the details 
about Babylon, the Antichrist, the kingdoms he ruled, and the finally, the fall of Babylon.  We also 
talked about the demonic forces from the unholy trio that will cause the kings of the earth to gather in 
the Valley of Jezreel which is right below Mount Megiddo, a.k.a., Armageddon.   

 

But, while Babylon is a place that many believe will be rebuilt by the Antichrist during the Tribulation, 
in Chapter 17 it is also a symbol of a great end-times religion, end-times politics and end-times 
economics that will exert much power over those who dwell on the earth.   

 

We ended last week with these verses: 

 

Revelation 17:3-5 NKJV  So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns.  (4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her 
fornication.  (5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

 

A little background might be useful: 

 

Babylon is symbolized by a woman who is called the Mother of Harlots and of all abominations of the 
earth.  This seems to imply that the ideas and philosophies she embodies have been around a very 
long time. I could say that “she” has been active on earth since the fall and certainly in the post-flood 
earth.  Remember in Genesis there was a mighty hunter named Nimrod?  Because of his skills and 
cunning, it was said the Nimrod became a hunter of men, meaning that he began to control them.  He 
was responsible for building Babylon. It was to be a great city and political capital of his so-called 
Kingdom.  
 
According to extra-biblical sources, Nimrod had a wife known as Semiramis who created secret 
religious rites which became to be known as the Babylonian mysteries. Semiramis had a son from an 
alleged miraculous conception who was given the name Tammuz. He was, in effect, a false fulfillment 
of the promise of the seed of the woman in Genesis 3:15. 
 
Various religious practices were observed in connection with this false Babylonian religion, including 
the recognition of this mother and child as being God, she becoming the “queen” of heaven . She also 
formed an order of virgins who became religious prostitutes. Tammuz, according to traditions, was 
killed by a wild animal and then restored to life, a satanic counterfeit of Christ’s resurrection. This 
religion is condemned in Scripture. Let me read a couple of passages: 
 

Jeremiah 44:16-18 NKJV  "As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the 
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LORD, we will not listen to you!  (17)  But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our 
own mouth, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we 
have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble.  (18)  
But since we stopped burning incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings 
to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the sword and by famine." 

 

Next, in Ezekiel 8, the LORD had Ezekiel examine the Temple in Jerusalem. The LORD’s house was 
completely defiled with idols.  

 

Ezekiel 8:13-14 NKJV  And He said to me, "Turn again, and you will see greater abominations 
that they are doing."  (14)  So He brought me to the door of the north gate of the LORD's 
house; and to my dismay, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz. 

 

This resulted in the Babylonian captivity. Now, fast forward to 539BC.  the Persians came and took 
over Babylon. They discouraged the continuation of the mystery religions of Babylon. Subsequently, 
the Babylonian cultists moved to Pergamum. Remember that city from Chapter 2 of this book?  In 
Verse 13, Jesus tells the church:  "I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. 
And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My 
faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.”.   Now we might understand what 
Jesus meant – Satan came from Babylon and settled here to continue his campaign of lies and 
attempts to draw people away from the True and Living God.  A campaign, I might add, has been 
sadly successful. 

 

Just a few more tidbits you might find interesting: 

Crowns of the chief priest of the Babylonian cults were shaped like fish-heads to honor their fish god. 
The crowns had the phrase “Keeper of the Bridge” carved into them. This was a reference to the 
bridge between man and satan.   Eventually, many of these cultists and teachers moved from 
Pergamum to Rome where they were somewhat successful in paganizing Christianity and were the 
source of many new rites and rituals of several churches.  
 
Roman emperors adopted this title of “Keeper of the Bridge” which  in Latin, became “Pontifex 
Maximus” which literally means “major keeper of the bridge”.  Even today, the pope is called Pontiff 
and Catholics say that the Pontifex Maximus simply means “High Priest” thus obscuring its real 
meaning.  
 

We know that there have been issues with the Roman Catholic church. Pope John Paul spearheaded 
the ecumenical movement where other religions were tolerated and accepted as “equals”.  But the 
worst example, in my opinion, was an event that occurred in October of 2019.  It was then that Pope 
Francis blessed a controversial pagan statue in the Vatican gardens. He was blessing members of a 
new Amazonian Church council. The pope referred to the statues as “Pachamama,” the name 
traditionally given to an Andean fertility goddess, which can be roughly translated as “Mother Earth.” 
Numerous bishops, cardinals and theologians condemned the ceremony which included the Pope 
receiving the status and blessing it and the religious leader who was referred to as a shaman!  
However, the Vatican spin on this was interesting:  The statues had been described as representing 
“Our Lady of the Amazon,” and some initially suggested they represented the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Vatican spokesmen said that they represent “life,” and are not religious symbols.  The Vatican’s 
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communications office then said that the Pachamama simply represents life and people were wrong 
to see it as pagan. He was quoted saying that “it represents life through a woman.”. Then he equated 
the image to that of a tree, saying “a tree is a sacred symbol.”.   Anybody here ever heard of a tree 
being a sacred symbol in any church? 

The truth is, this is all rooted in the Mystery religions of Babylon, who is the Mother of Harlots and all 
Abominations.   
 
(Revelation 17:6 NKJV)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 
 

The KJV says “I wondered with great admiration”. That bothered me so much that I checked 
nearly all of the translations I have and the majority translated that phrase “I wondered with 
great wonder”.  
 
Surely John would not be admiring this woman who was “…drunk with the blood of the saints 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”.   His astonishment was perhaps, as several have 
written, was because this wasn’t political persecution of the saints as it was in his day, but 
intense religious persecution by a false-church that was the enemy of the true church. John 
could not imagine one religion causing the death of so many saints and martyrs.  
 
Seeing the astonishment on John’s face, the angel explains. 
 

(Revelation 17:7 NKJV)  But the angel said to me, "Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of 
the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 
(Revelation 17:8 NKJV)  The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the 
bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names 
are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that 
was, and is not, and yet is. 
 

We are now back at the beginning of the Tribulation. The scarlet beast is satan who comes 
from the bottomless pit. He gives the antichrist power, a throne and authority to rule the 
nations.   It also reminds us of Chapter 9 where the locusts were released from the pit. It says 
in verse 11 that their King is called Abaddon, “the destroying one” who we know as satan.  
 
The ones who admire the beast are those whose names are not written in the Book of Life.  
 

(Revelation 17:9 NKJV)  "Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains 
on which the woman sits. 
(Revelation 17:10 NKJV)  There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not 
yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. (Revelation 17:11 NKJV)  The beast 
that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 
(Revelation 17:12 NKJV)  "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom 
as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast.  
 

For many years, many equated the 7 mountains with Rome which was called the city of seven 
hills.  But hills are not mountains. And mountains, in Scripture, are most often symbols of 
political authority, kings and kingdoms, just as “horns” symbolize kings/leaders as well.   The 
fact that the woman, the Babylonian religious system sits upon the 7 mountains indicates that 
she is supported by these 7 kings.   
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((( while I don’t believe that this is a direct reference to the Roman Catholic church, it will 
certainly play a huge roll in the formation of the one-world religion))) 
 
While the math is confusing, it appears to describe the history of the formation of the end-times 
“revived Roman Empire”. This interpretation states that: 

• The five that have fallen refers to the five world empires before John’s day: Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylonia, Medo-Persia, and Greece 

• The One refers to the world empire of John’s day: Rome 

• The other that has not yet come refers to the future one world empire:  a rebirth of 
the Roman Empire 

  
Regardless of the difficulty of interpreting this passage, one thing is clear:  the beast is headed 
to damnation! 
 

(Revelation 17:13 NKJV)  These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the 
beast. (Revelation 17:14 NKJV)  These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome 
them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and 
faithful." 
 

Many of the kings of the nations who are loyal to the Beast will join together to make war with 
the Lamb of God, the Lord of Lords and the true King of Kings.  This too is a reference to the 
War of Armageddon that has yet to be fought.  
 

called, chosen, and faithful:  Yes, we were called of God the Holy Spirit by the grace of God. 
In a mysterious act of our will, again by the grace of God and a measure of faith given, we 
became the chosen ones. And we, the children of God remain faithful and abide with Him 
forever!  We are the overcomers who will be in heaven with Christ when these things come to 
fulfillment.  

  

(Revelation 17:15 NKJV)  Then he said to me, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, 
are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.   
 

The image of sitting on someone or something still represents the source of the Harlots 

support. In this case, multitudes of peoples who dwell upon the earth.  But it also pictures her 

oppression of the very ones who support her. 

(Revelation 17:16 NKJV)  And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, 
make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. (Revelation 17:17 NKJV)  For God 
has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the 
beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.  

 
John writes that the kings will make her desolate and naked and will eat her flesh and burn her 
with fire! Certainly, this is provocative imagery that shows just how far the Antichrist will go to 
put an end to this one world religion that began to be built before the Tribulation.  Why would 
he do such a thing?  Simple: 
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Isaiah 14:12-14 NKJV  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!  (13)  For you 
have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north;  
(14)  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.' 

  
There can only be one god and satan must be that god.  
 
In order to accomplish this, the religion he supported will have to be destroyed so that he alone 
is worshipped. His puppets, that is, some of the kings, will perform the deed by coming against 
the false religion. It will be condemned and then it will be forbidden to be followed.  Then the 
False Prophet will cause an image to be built and placed in the Temple. This abomination of 
desolation has now, at the mid-point of the Tribulation is the catalyst for the period known as 
the Great Tribulation.    (don’t forget, this chapter is out of sequence from the 7th bowl and is 
filling in the details we need to understand before the next great event – the war against God 
Almighty.  
 

(Revelation 17:18 NKJV)  And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the 
kings of the earth." 
 

So far, we have seen this woman as a symbol of a great apostate religion.  Now the angel tells 

John that the woman is that “great city” which rules over the kings and nations of the earth! 

In order to explain this, I would like to read the first 3 verses of chapter 18: 

Revelation 18:1-3 NKJV  After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 
great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory.  (2)  And he cried mightily with a loud 
voice, saying, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a 
prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!  (3)  For all the nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication 
with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury." 

 

Once again, we have the announcement of Babylon falling. Yes, it could simply mean that the 

religious world system as described in chapter 17 has been destroyed. But verse 2 says that 

Babylon has become a dwelling place for demons, spirits and unclean birds. Is that still 

symbolic?  Or is it an actual city? 

We read a familiar phrase, “the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her”. So, is 

she still the woman of chapter 17?  This angel adds the phrase about “all the nations” and “the 

merchants”.  Is the woman more than a false religious system?  Many believe that the woman 

and Babylon also represent the political and economic power of the antichrist (that is, satan).  

Again, is Babylon its capital? Has Babylon been rebuilt?   

We will pick up on this next week! 

Most of the book The Revelation of Jesus Christ takes place in the future, it is hard to find direct 
application for all that we have been reading. I suppose it would be easy if we were to go through part 
or all of the 7 years of “hell on earth”.  But we know that wrath is reserved for the “sons of 
disobedience” and that there is “no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus”.   So,  when we read 
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about the Antichrist, or the False Prophet or the Harlot do they have a strong and immediate impact 
on us?  Can we relate to the seals, the trumpets, and bowls other than thinking, “thank God I won’t be 
one of those who dwell upon the earth”?   
 
How often have you heard me say that the application of what we are reading is to warn others about 
what is coming. Perhaps some of us have.  It certainly is a difficult conversation. But perhaps we 
have emphasized the criticalness of avoiding all of this by understanding the Good News of Jesus.  
And perhaps, some of us feel as though it’s all a God-thing and don’t bother sharing His offer of 
eternal life.  
 
I think we are called to be lighthouses that cast light on the path so that our friends, family and 
neighbors can avoid sinking on the rocky shores of the future that will, for sure, split apart even the 
strongest boat, that is, our pride!  I can certainly understand how life in the end-of-days can dim the 
light. Is there any application other than being an ambassador of Christ to your friends and family?   
Yes, there is.   
 
We do not know tomorrow. We don’t know if God will once again pour out His grace on our country.  
We don’t know how far evil will be allowed to bring chaos and calamity to the world. We don’t know if 
our side will be able to rise from the ashes caused by our moral failures and our failures to keep it all 
at bay.  It’s frustrating not knowing the future. Oh God, how are we to plan if we don’t know what 
tomorrow will bring?   
 
Well, my beloved family, He has told us. And, as usual, some will not like what He says.  Please turn, 
if you’d like to Acts Chapter 1 verse 6: 
 

Acts 1:6-8 NKJV  Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will 
You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  (7)  And He said to them, "It is not for you to 
know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  (8)  But you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

The disciples asked about tomorrow. God the Son told them: "Forgetaboutit, that's My job. You just 
do your job". Your Job is to be a witness of Christ Jesus. You are to be light and salt for a dying 
world. You can only do this through the power you received from the Holy Spirit when you first said 
'yes' to Him and 'no' to yourself.  Don’t like your job?  Talk to the Boss. But don’t box yourself into pre-
conceived notions of witnessing.  Your whole life is a witness and a testimony of God the LORD and 
Savior of all mankind.  Our testimony is our walk as a follower of Jesus.  
 
We must stay on the narrow road and overcome every fiery dart, every trial, every bit of suffering, and 
every failure that seems to consume us. We must do this for ourselves, AND we also must do it for 
others.  Others need to know that there is a God in heaven who is worthy of worship. Others need to 
know that this God loves them in a way that they don’t understand but can come to know. Others 
need to know that there’s more to life than religion, rites, rituals, do’s and don’ts that suffocate the 
very life out of people, a life that God intended to be satisfying and fulfilling.  Others need to know that 
this comes through a relationship like no other that they have experienced. The Person with whom 
they can have a relationship is God, through His Son Jesus.  Would they love to be loved by 
Someone who will never leave them nor ever forsake them – no matter what?  Would they love to be 
loved by Someone who will come to them with open arms and take them to where He lives and 
transform their lowly, corrupt bodies into a glorious, immortal, spiritual, and incorruptible body able to 
live in Heaven?   Who they love to be loved by Someone who will strengthen them when they are 
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weak and cause them to overcome all of life’s trials and tribulations, sufferings and pain and doubts 
and fears?   Others need to know this. Pray that the Holy Spirit empowers you to do this.  Pray and 
intercede for those who need the Savior as much as you do! 
 


