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Revelation 18 

 

We have been occupied with a mysterious woman who is not a woman but a symbol of something 
with which the world has been experiencing since the beginning:  worship of that which is no god 
instead of the LORD God, Creator of all.  

 

In Scripture, Babylon is a great city but also a symbol of pride, greed, lust, violence, wickedness and 
all harlotry and all abominations whose stench rises up to the heavens.  

 

God is not unaware of her and has fixed a time when Babylon will fall. We read about part of this fall 
in Chapter 17 where she was “destroyed” by the very powers that supported her. It is a picture we 
see even today where evil turns on itself, like cannibals who eat their young. So, the mother of 
religious harlotry was brought down by her own supporters. This was done because God willed it.  
Speaking of the kings of the earth, we read  

 
(Revelation 17:17 NKJV)  For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one 
mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 

 

We discussed why God did this. In the beginning of the Tribulation, He allowed the beast (the 
antichrist) who was under the power of the dragon (satan), to become the one great ruler of the earth. 
And the antichrist could not tolerate competition, especially when it came to worship. Therefore, 
Babylon the great harlot had to go…and the Antichrist alone was to be worshipped. 

But the angel who was speaking with John threw us a curve-ball and the last verse of Chapter 17 he 
said: 

(Revelation 17:18 NKJV)  And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over 
the kings of the earth." 

  

So, is Babylon a symbol or a city? Has Babylon been restored to become the center of the antichrist’s 
government?  Has she become an economic center as well?   

 

There are some that believe that this Babylon will be rebuilt by the antichrist.  There are some that 
believe Babylon is simply a symbol of all that’s wrong in the world in terms of religion, government, 
and economics. There are those who don’t care one way or another. Are we witnessing the 
destruction of a city that is the center of these things like Washington, New York or LA?  

 
Personally, I believe that Babylon can be both. But her destruction in the Tribulation will be complete. 
While places like DC, NY or LA might collapse, the culture does not as long as there are some to 
keep that culture alive. Those to promote a god-less or anti-god culture will be destroyed.  
 
So, now we come to Chapter 18. I gave a foretaste of this chapter last week when I read the first 3 
verses.  

 

Revelation 18:1-3 NKJV  After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 
great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory.  (2)  And he cried mightily with a loud 
voice, saying, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a 
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prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!  (3)  For all the nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication 
with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury." 

 

The Angel is not Jesus. Angels are mighty and glorious and are messengers of the most High.  
Therefore, it is highly likely that an angel could appear in this manner. Besides, the word “another” is 
used. It’s the same word used in John 14:16 describing the Comforter, meaning that He is another of 
the same kind.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

The Harlot and the mother of all abominations is, in Chapter 17, a symbol of an apostate, pagan and 
heathen religion. In this chapter, the emphasis is on her as a symbol of  great city that is the center of 
all government and commercialism. Those human institutions are guilty of greed, self-indulgence, and 
oppression. The angel has added a new group to the “mix”:  the merchants. 

  

(Revelation 18:4 NKJV)  And I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my 
people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. (Revelation 18:5 NKJV)  For 
her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 

 
This voice cries out from Heaven. It could be the Father’s or the Son’s. The message is clear:  
come out of these anti-god systems or you will share in their destruction. The fullness of her 
sin has come. If anyone stays, it’s because that is their hearts desire. But God is merciful…and 
now near the end of the Tribulation, He still calls to His creatures to unyoke themselves from 
the bondage Babylon! This is like Lot and his family in Sodom and Gomorrah who were 
physically removed from their home. And like Lot’s wife, some will leave, but their hearts will 
remain.  The LORD warned of this day even in the Book of Jeremiah: 
 

Flee from the midst of Babylon, and everyone save his life! (Jeremiah 50:8) 

My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger 
of the Lord. (Jeremiah 51:45) 

(Revelation 18:6 NKJV)  Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according 
to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. (7)  In the measure that she 
glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says 
in her heart, 'I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.' 

 
This may be the angel making a declaration. But clearly Babylon’s dealings in the economic 
systems were fraudulent.  These pronouncements are evidence that God’s law has not 
changed:  theft required repayment of double of what was stolen (Exodus 22).  God also 
declares that “an eye for an eye” applies here as He responds to her pride, her deceit, her 
greed, and her self-delusion of escaping judgment! 
   

(Revelation 18:8 NKJV)  Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and 
famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 
 

The Babylonian system will be destroyed along with her adherents. How this is done is 
unknown, but it will involve fire. Will it come upon all the governmental and commercial places 
constructed by the antichrist, the kings and the merchants?  I think so, but the targets are 
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those who turned these things into  idols…trusting in them for their security and their wealth.  
 
(Revelation 18:9 NKJV)  "The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with 
her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, (Revelation 18:10 NKJV)  
standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city! For in one hour your judgment has come.' 
 

The destruction of whatever the kings held dear will cause them to weep and lament for all that 
for which Babylon stands. They will distance themselves from all that is being dismantled or 
destroyed.  
 

(Revelation 18:11 NKJV)  "And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one 
buys their merchandise anymore: 
(12)  merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and 
scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious 
wood, bronze, iron, and marble; (13)  and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine 
and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls of men. 
(14)  The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and 
splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 
 

The merchants mourn over the loss of everything that they held dear – all kinds of things they 
bought and sold or traded. All the things that man considered precious. Even the things that 
supported the false religions were wiped out –including the bodies and souls of men, 
unbelievers, idolators, men of great renown who had everything that life could offer except that 
which is incorruptible and eternal! 

 
(Revelation 18:15 NKJV)  The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a 
distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, (16)  and saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city that 
was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 
(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.'  Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, 
sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance (18)  and cried out when they saw the 
smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this great city?' (19)  "They threw dust on their heads and 
cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on 
the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 
 

All of those things that were used in the buying and selling, in transporting and storage, all the 
infrastructure was destroyed. And the only thing left are tears, and the dust of mourning.  
 
All this was done, by God, in one hours’ time. 

 
(Revelation 18:20 NKJV)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God 
has avenged you on her!" 
 

Should we rejoice over death and destruction? No. But we can certainly rejoice in God’s 
righteous judgments that He brought to avenge His saints.  
 

(Revelation 18:21 NKJV)  Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into 
the sea, saying, "Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be 
found anymore. (22)  The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in 



4 | P a g e  
 

you anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone 
shall not be heard in you anymore. (23)  The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the 
voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants were the great 
men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. (24)  And in her was found the 
blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth." 
 

The millstone represents all of the economic systems of Babylon.  Throwing it into the sea is 
symbolic of God’s destructive power which will be sudden and total. Everything that was 
supported by the “Babylonian” systems, the arts, the crafts, the manufacturing plants…all this 
will be gone.  
Therefore, those who survive will experience darkness within their souls. No joy, as with a 
bride and bridegroom. And those who survive will know, finally, that they have been deceived. 
They will know that they participated in the slaughter of prophets and saints and others whose 
blood was poured out onto the earth. They participated in an age-old campaign directed at 
God, which, in their self-delusion and pride, believed that they could actually win. 

 
This destruction will not be complete until Satan is destroyed. This destruction of Babylon is a prelude 
to that awful and eternal Lake of Fire.    
 
God wants us strong for the days ahead. Not for the seven years about which we have been 
studying, we will not be part of that except in all those magnificent heavenly scenes of unending rest, 
praise and worship in the presence of our God.  But since we don’t know when He will return for His 
Bride, we must be strong, we must be patient and we must abide in Him through our fervent prayers 
and our diligent study of His Word. Our relationship with Jesus is the most important relationship you 
will ever have because it is a relationship that will carry you throughout eternity. 
 
Therefore, we must stay on the narrow road and overcome every fiery dart, every trial, every bit of 
suffering, and every failure that seems to consume us (but cannot!). We must do this for ourselves, 
AND we also must do it for others. (the picture of an airplanes oxygen mask comes to mind. We are 
no good to others unless we put it on first).  
 
Others need to know that there is a God in heaven who is worthy of worship. Others need to know 
that this God loves them in a way that they don’t understand but can come to know. Others need to 
know that there’s more to life than religion, rites, rituals, do’s, and don’ts that suffocate the very life 
out of people, a life that God intended to be satisfying and fulfilling.  Others need to know that this 
comes through a relationship like no other that they have ever experienced.  
 
The Person with whom they can have a relationship is God, through His Son Jesus.  Would they love 
to be loved by Someone who will never leave them nor ever forsake them – no matter what?  Would 
they love to be loved by Someone who will come to them with open arms and take them to where He 
lives and transform their lowly, corrupt bodies into a glorious, immortal, spiritual, and incorruptible 
body able to live in Heaven?   Would they love to be loved by Someone who will strengthen them 
when they are weak and cause them to overcome all of life’s trials and tribulations, sufferings and 
pain and doubts and fears?   Others need to know this. Pray that the Holy Spirit empowers you to do 
this.  Pray and intercede for those who need the Savior as much as you do! 
 
 

 


