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Revelation 19-20 

Last week we talked about the 2nd Coming of Christ. This is often referred to in the Bible as the 
“Parousia” which means “coming” and in context, “coming again”. It’s used 24 times in the NT but 
interestingly, not once in Revelation! 

 

We talked about how he will come: 

 

 Titus 2:13 says it will be a glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ 

 Acts 1:11  says he will descend in the clouds. 

 Matthew 16:27 says that He will return with His angels.    

 Jude 1:14 says that He will return with His saints. 
 

We talked about what He will do when He comes? 

Jude 1:14 says that He is coming to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are 
ungodly for their deeds, and for their words of rebellion against Him.   

 

We talked about how He will accomplish His Mission: 

 

Zechariah 14:3-5  says that the Lord will come and will fight against the nations, As He fights in 
the day of battle that Revelation 16:14 calls the “battle of that great day of God Almighty”. 

 

Revelation 19:15-16  says the He will fight with a sharp sword that comes out of His mouth 
which is the Word of God. His wrath will be poured out like grapes in a winepress.   

 

Today, I want to first tell you about what those who dwell on the earth (who are not His) will 
experience in more detail when He returns.   

 

There are many passages in the OT describing this time.  I’m going to read one and 
summarize another.  

 

Malachi 4:1 NKJV  "For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And all the proud, 
yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," 
Says the LORD of hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor branch. 

 

Isaiah chapter 2:12-21 uses pictures to describe the target of His indignation:  everything 
proud and lofty, everything lifted up, all the cedars of Lebanon and the oaks of Bashan;  
all the high mountains, high tower, And fortified walls; all the loftiness    And the 
haughtiness of men;  idols will be utterly abolish. The proud and wicked will scurry into the 
holes and caves of the rocks to hide from the terror of the LORD and the weight of His 
Shekinah Glory.  

 

People must know the truth. You can’t ignore the full counsel of God by ignoring the Scriptures about 
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the last days. Pastors must teach these truths instead of avoiding them. And there is a particular 
place about which we must understand and about which we must warn others:  

 

The Lake of Fire.  

 

Last week we read of the lake of Fire for the first time.  It was in verse 20 following the succinct 
description of the “the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”  So concise was the description of the 
battle, it almost seems to exist in the white space between verse 19 and 20.   

 

(Revelation 19:19 NKJV)  And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.  

 

I will say that this certainly describes mankind’s constant war against God ever since the forbidden 
fruit of knowledge apart from God was eaten.  Thousands of years later, this so-called knowledge 
resulted in mankind’s rejecting and killing the Holy and Just One who was the Prince of life. And now 
at the end of the Tribulation, the nations are still proving that the hearts of men are deceitful above all 
things and desperately sick without a cure (Jeremiah 17:9). This sickness has been called the 
“incurable insanity of sin” that believes that it can war against a holy God and win (William Newell).  

Another said that “The battle of Armageddon is the laughter of God against the climax of man’s 
arrogance.” (Donald Barnhouse). (Perhaps Psalm 2 came to Barnhouse’s mind).   

Then in an instant or so it seems, verse 20 says 

… the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, 
by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. (21)  And the 
rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. 
And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

 

There are no real details of the battle because there really wasn’t any. Jesus spoke and all but two 
were killed. These were the Antichrist and the False Prophet. They were thrown violently into the lake 
of fire that burned with sulfur. This wasn’t a spiritual act. They were in their physical bodies and 
thrown in a physical lake.  

 

The Lake of Fire is mentioned 5 times in the Book of Revelation. This is the first time. It was 
mentioned 3 times in Chapter 20 and once in Chapter 21.  

 

There are lots of names and concepts given in Scripture for where people will live after they die. The 
lake of fire is just one of many places that are  either temporary or permanent “abodes” for the dead.  

 

What is the Lake of Fire? 

 

Perhaps a quick study on what the lake is NOT will be helpful.  In addition, I will have Alan post 2 
studies: one on Immortality and the other on Places of the Dead to give those who are interested 
more details and Scripture references.  
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The Lake of Fire is not Sheol.  

 

Sheol is mentioned about 65 times in the OT Scriptures and is the place of the dead. 

1. It is a place for both the righteous and unrighteous. 

2. Scriptures indicated that it is a place of dread for the unbelievers.  

3. It is believed that there are different levels or compartments. (Taken from Deuteronomy 32:22 
“For a fire is kindled in My anger, And shall burn to the lowest hell; It shall consume the earth 
with her increase, And set on fire the foundations of the mountains”. 

4. Those who are there are conscious of their existence. 

5. God has control over Sheol. Psalms 139:8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my 
bed in hell, behold, You are there.  

6. And it is temporary. 

 

The Lake of Fire is not Hades.  

 

Hades is a Greek word in the NT and is mentioned 10 times.  

1. It is the same as Sheol. When OT verses were quoted in the NT, Sheol was translated Hades.  

2. Because they are the same, there may be compartments as well. It is a place for the righteous 
and unrighteous too. Luke 16 tells the true account of an unrighteous rich man and a righteous 
man named Lazarus. They could see and talk with each other but that’s all the contact there 
was. Even in Hades people are “in it together, apart”. 

3. Hades has two main compartments: Unbelievers are in “Hades” and the section for believers 
was called “Abraham’s Bosom” (Lazarus was there because Jesus had not yet been 
resurrected).  Since Hades was cast into the Lake of Fire, it is temporary.  

 

The Lake of Fire is not Abbaddon.  

 

Abbaddon is a Hebrew word meaning “destruction”. It’s used 5 times in the OT and is referenced 
once in Revelation 9:11 where it is translated Apollyon which also means destruction. 

1. All references are negative, that is, nothing good is mentioned. 

2. It is reasonable to assume that Abbadon is the same as the unbeliever’s abode in Hades. 
Therefore, it is temporary as well. 

 

The Lake Of Fire is not “the pit”. 

 

The pit is another translation for Sheol and other Hebrew words that are used figuratively and literally 
to describe the grave, a dungeon or the place of the dead in the earth. It’s used more as a descriptive 
name than a proper name.  

 

The lake of fire is not “the abyss”. 

 

The Abyss is only found in the NT and is rooted in the concepts of a “netherworld” or “bottomless 
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pit”.  It’s found 7 times in Revelation, once in Luke (8:31), and once in Romans (10:7). 

1. It is never associated with human beings with the exception of the Antichrist.  

2. It may be that “lowest” section of Hades/Sheol that is the semi-permanent abode for demons.  
Even Satan will be cast there,  but only for 1000 years.  

 

The Lake Of Fire is not “Tartarus”. 

 

Tartarus is a Greek word only found in one place:  2 Peter 2:4  “For if God did not spare the angels 
who sinned but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment. 

1. “Hell” is an English translation. The Greek is “Tartarus”.  

2. Only fallen angels are there. Jude explains, “And the angels who did not keep their proper 
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the 
judgment of the great day;  as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar 
manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange 
flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire”. Jude 1:6-7 

3. These fallen angels are those “sons of god” mentioned in Genesis 6. This is their semi-
permanent abode until they are cast into the Lake of Fire. 

 

The Lake Of Fire is not “Hell”. 

 

Hell, surprisingly enough, has neither a Greek nor Hebrew word associated with it. It’s an English 
word and can refer to 5 different places in Scripture.     

1. In the OT it is the English translation for Sheol. 

2. In the NT it is the English translation for Hades (10 times), Tartarus (1 time) and Gehenna (12 
times). 

3. The concept that most have of hell is similar to Sheol, Hades, the pit and Abbadon and is the 
temporary abode of the unrighteous. Hell is not the same as Tartarus or Gehenna as these are 
always associated with fire.  
 

The Lake Of Fire is also “Gehenna”. 

 

Gehenna  is referred to 12 times in the NT.  Eleven times by Jesus and once by James in reference 
to the tongue. The word is translated “hell” but that’s not the correct meaning because hell, like Sheol 
and Hades are temporary abodes for humans and demons and Gehenna is permanent.  

 

This has a strong Hebrew/Israelite background. While it is mentioned in several books of the OT, a 
small passage in Jeremiah has the best description: 

 

Jeremiah 7:31-32 NKJV  And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the Valley 
of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did not 
command, nor did it come into My heart.  (32)  "Therefore behold, the days are coming," says 
the LORD, "when it will no more be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the 
Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury in Tophet until there is no room. 
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The valley spoken of in Jeremiah is called “Ge-Hinnom” in the Hebrew. It is south of Jerusalem and 
was used to burn garbage from the city.  A large idol of brass with outstretched arms was built there. 
It was heated up from the bottom and people would come and sacrifice their children by placing them 
on the red-hot arms. Tophet may refer to an idea passed down about how the priests would beat 
drums to drown out the screams of the children (the meaning of Tophet is “timbrel” or drum. 

1. This is an eternal abode of the lost. 
2. Punishment includes both body and soul. 
3. It is always associated with fire. 

 

And finally, the Lake of Fire: 

 

Lake of fire – A.K.A, the Second Death.  

1. This is the final and eternal abode of all lost ones, angels and humans.  Death and Hades end 
up there: 

a. Death symbolizes the material part of man, the body. 

b. Hades symbolizes the immaterial part of man, the soul and spirit. 

2. By all descriptions, this is the same as Gehenna.  

 

The Problem with Eternal Punishment: 

 

The thought of being cast alive in this lake burning with fire and brimstone (sulfur) is so repugnant to 
people that they refuse to believe that it is a literal place.  Many, including the JW’s and 7th Day 
Adventists will insist on an allegorical interpretation.  They believe it is just a symbol of the destruction 
of the life that deserves this end. They believe that this destruction is simply ‘annihilation’  or perishing 
in that there is no life, no consciousness, no nothing – it will be as if you never existed.   This isn’t 
relegated to just Christian cults or other cultic thinking. I read an article by a denominational preacher 
who express a similar idea.    So, as with many other Scriptures that offend, they are made into an 
allegory or interpreted symbolically.   

 

I suppose that people are ok with Hitler, Stalin, Haman or, in our case here the Antichrist and the 
False Prophet being cast into the lake of fire as an eternal punishment for what they did. But I know 
we don’t feel the same about unbelievers. This is a very disturbing topic and one that perhaps calls 
into the very character of God; therefore, I feel that we must speak of it.  I believe our hearts and 
minds must be settled on this before we read about it again and before we can understand the 
seriousness of sin.  

 

I will state from the onset that I struggle with this as well. If I stand alone in this then I also stand on 
the grace of God who alone knows my heart.  

 

I know that you all believe in eternal life and therefore I won’t have to give you all of the Scriptural 
proofs for it. I know that you also believe there is an eternal life with God and there is an eternal life 
without Him. We know that eternal life with Him will be glorious. Just being with our God and Savior 
will be reward enough.  We need not have to struggle for our “best life now” about which a famous 
preacher wrote. That life is a futile and meaningless pursuit of what this world has to offer. We are 
encouraged NOT to seek this life but rather to “… seek first the kingdom of God and His 
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righteousness” (Matthew 6:33 NKJV).  

 

But what about eternal punishment? Here’s what one man (Lennon) has imagined: 

 

Imagine there's no heaven,  It's 
easy if you try. No hell below 
us Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people living for 
today. 

Imagine there's no 
countries. Nothing to kill 
or die for, And no 
religion too. Imagine all 
the people living life in 
peace 

Imagine no possessions, I 
wonder if you can. No need 
for greed or hunger, 
A brotherhood of man. 
Imagine all the people sharing 
all the world 

 

Once again, the only thing the world can do is to try to fix all our ills from the ”outside in” because we 
are all innately good. It is countries, religions, institutions, and unequal distribution of wealth that 
causes pain and suffering. Eliminate them (and those who support these ideas), and, voila! We will 
have perfect peace!  After all, sin is just a religious opiate created to control the masses. Sin is just 
behaving badly and behaving badly is really not our own fault.  Remember these words? 

 

Don’t you know our mothers all are junkies; Our fathers all are drunks; Golly Moses natcherly 

we’re punks. 

  

Don’t you know we ain’t no delinquents; We’re misunderstood; Deep down inside us there is 

good! 

 

Don’t you know I don’t need a judge; I need an analyst’s chair.  

It’s just my neurosis that oughta be curbed, I’m just psychologically disturbed.  Hey, I’m 

depraved on account I’m deprived! 

 

Don’t you know that My daddy beats my mommy; My mommy clobbers me; My Grandpa is a 

Commie; My Grandma pushes tea; My sister wears a mustache; My brother wears a dress; 

Goodness Gracious, that’s why I’m a mess! 

  

In my opinion, this child does not need To have his head shrunk at all;  Juvenile delinquency is 

purely a Social disease. 

 

Well, here’s what Colonel Potter would say about it: "That is grade-A, 100% bull cookies!" 

 
These and other arguments against a literal lake of fire are born of emotionalism, wishful thinking and 
avoidance of Truth. Now, we know that we are not God and we certainly do not think like Him (read 
Isaiah 55). We must also consider that our thinking and feelings are often based on our fallen nature, 
that is, our flesh.  

 

But, in fact, the Bible teaches eternal punishment, regardless of how we feel about it. Remember:  

 

Revelation 14:9-11 NKJV  (9)  Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/below
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/religion
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/wonder
https://www.definitions.net/definition/greed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/brotherhood
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people


7 | P a g e  
 

anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his 
hand,  (10)  he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full 
strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  (11)  And the smoke of 
their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the 
beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 

 

How can God not punish evil and wickedness eternally?  Our final state is eternal and therefore so is 
there’s!  (one side thought: do we know what eternal life will be like? Will anyone in the eternal state 
understand or “feel” time which is a creation of God?). 

 

But you may ask, how can God who is infinitely merciful also be infinitely just?  Isn’t justice and mercy 
mutually exclusive? 

 

I cannot defend God; I can only defend the hope that is in me. Some think Him a monster for His 
eternal punishment. Some would like to think that there are various kinds of eternal punishment 
ranging from an outer darkness devoid of God to the lake of fiery torment. Some would like to think 
that there are second chances after death. Some would like to think love and mercy overrules His 
justice will win in the end.   

 

Yes, I too would love to believe these things, but I cannot. Am I saying that all sins are equal? Yes, 
because all sin is based in human pride and is against God and His Holy Commandments. Am I 
saying that “just not believing” is cause enough for eternal hell-fires as is the one who rapes, murders, 
destroys?  Yes, because unbelief is a choice of the proud who believe that they know what’s best for 
themselves (and others) and are enemies of God.  Am I saying that it’s unfair of God to punish us 
because of the sin of Adam? No, because fairness is a human idea born of out of fear of punishment 
and the delusion that one person is actually more innocent than another when the truth is, we are all 
depraved sinners.    

 

It would be totally unfair if God did not provide a solution, a way to avoid the Lake of Fire altogether. 
But He has. It’s not a religion, a ritual, a good work but a Person who paid the full price for all the sins 
we have ever committed against our Creator.   

 

On the Cross the Son of God offered all mankind mercy and grace because on the Cross, God the 
Son satisfied perfect justice by dying in our place. The atonement price was perfect and pure blood.    

 

We should tell the truth about the Lake of Fire and always tell the truth of the Gospel of Christ Jesus 
our LORD God Almighty!  I’m sorry to tell you that most will reject the message and hate the 
messenger. But we’re not called to “save souls” but rather to introduce them to the One who does 
save. We are, by our testimonies, show others that the hope in us is real because Jesus is real hope. 
Point them to Jesus and let Him do what He does best:  saving sinners who will cherish their 
relationship with their LORD, God, Savior and King.  


