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Revelation 2: 

 

Personal Letters from the LORD? 

 

Let’s do a one-line per church review 

Ephesus – The Church that Loved Christ less  

Smyrna — The Suffering Church 

Pergamos — The Compromising Church 

And today, Thyatira — The Adulterous Church 

 

Anybody see anything wrong with these descriptions?  I see two things: 

1. Each description appears to be “all-inclusive”, that is, the entire local church is being 
described.  Surely there must have been some that were not loveless, suffering compromising 
or adulterous.  

2. The descriptions focus on the problem and not the solution 

 

Now, I agree that the problems are bad and have the potential to invalidate the mission of each 
church, but what would the descriptions look like if we focused on the commendations instead of the 
condemnations? 

 

Ephesus – The Church of Good Works and Perseverance and Resisting Evil 

Smyrna — The church blessed to suffer for Jesus’ Name Sake! 

Pergamos — The Church of Holding Fast to Jesus in Faith 

Thyatira — The Church of deeds, love, faith and patience 

 

The point is, each church is composed of true believers, nominal believers and “misbelievers”.  The 
“misbelievers” are those who do not believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ but some other adulterated 
so-called gospel that does not have the truth of Christ Jesus at its core. I’ve met misbelievers in 
churches that hold onto views or ideas that distort the purity of our faith. Some of these might be 
called the Jesus+ folks.  

 

Our challenge is to stay the course in the unity of truth and walking the narrow road that may be 
difficult but leads to eternal life. My challenge as the messenger of the church is to teach the Word, to 
proclaim Jesus and to not only have you understand the Hope that is in you but to also understand 
the Spirit of God who dwells in you who will strengthen you, teach you, comfort you and certainly 
lead you if you allow Him access to your heart and your will.  

 

Therefore, each letter should be read with an eye towards what pleases our LORD and what 
displeases Him. We need to be encouraged for doing the good works He desires of us and having the 
right attitude or motivations for doing them.  Good works done with  the agape love that motivates us 
to want to give Him the glory in all things. We need to be honest with ourselves regarding the need for 
repentance when He reveals those things from which we need to turn.  So, has our love grown cold?   
Have we shrunk back in fear believing that we cannot withstand the evil around us? Have we 
compromised with things of the world and accepted their philosophies, their attitudes, or their 
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behaviors?  Are any of the criticisms Jesus revealed to the churches affecting us?  If so, be the 
overcomer you are, repent of them and turn to face our Shepherd, not in fear but with confidence in 
His love and grace that builds us up and will never tear us down.  

 

Today, we will read a difficult letter because it, like the letter to the church in Ephesus, goes deep into 
our hearts to shine a light on those dark places about which we don’t like to consider.  The things 
within the letter are the result of allowing our fleshly attitudes to grow unchecked.  

 

There is a magnificent solution to those things Jesus dislikes in His Church, in His Body of believers.  
At the end of the Seven Letters, I will share with you what I believe is missing in the churches that 
had “things against them”. 

 

(Revelation 2:18 NKJV)  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 'These things says the Son 
of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 

 

Thyatira was the smallest and least important of the seven cities Jesus addresses in 
Revelation 2, 3.  In history, we have no record that the Christians of Thyatira suffered any 
significant political or religious persecution. 

 

Acts 16:14-15 mentions Lydia of Thyatira, who was a seller of purple cloth. “Thyatira was 
famous for the manufacture of a purple dye, and numerous references are found in secular 
literature of the period to the trade guilds which manufactured cloth.” (Walvoord)  These trade 
guilds were not Christian but based on the pagan culture in which they existed. 

 

Some dogmatically cling to the historical/prophetic interpretation whereby each church in these 
2 chapters became one of the dominant churches during a specific time in the Church Age.  I 
already expressed my opinion about this but many of the commentators are sold on it.  Those 
who hold to this interpretation say that Thyatira represents the Roman Catholic Church. This 
gives these interpreters ample opportunity to completely bash the RC church. They are quick 
to write about the heretical ideas brought to the world by the RCC.  I’m not going to discuss 
these today, but I do have a list of the heresies introduced into Body of Christ in my notes: 

 

 

1. Justification by works 

2. Baptismal regeneration, that is, a person/baby is saved by baptism 

3. Worship of images 

4. Celibacy for the priesthood thus further separating clergy from us common folk 

5. Confessionalism – confession of sins to a priest who then declares absolution of 
those sins. 

6. Purgatory a place of confinement, a stopover before  heaven where one is refined 
before being allowed into heaven.  Therefore, sanctification was not complete at 
death; you had to be cleaned up before you entered at the gate. 

7. Transubstantiation – continual and perpetual sacrifice of Jesus because the wine 
and bread were considered to be the actual body and blood of Christ (miraculously).  
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8. Indulgences – giving money to the Church so that a loved one could move quickly 
onto heaven. 

9. Penance – self-flagellation to pre-punish yourself to reduce the time in purgatory.  

10. Mariolatry – worship of Mary as the mother of God and therefore shares in His deity. 

 

 

I’ll be the first to say that the doctrines of the RC Church are man-made and have deceived 
many. I might even go as far that what they teach are doctrines of demons.  While those who 
attend this church have a personal responsibility to seek the truth, the church has done a good 
job of discouraging personal Bible study.  Keeping the flock ignorant is the best way to control 
folks.  In the end, we know that only God knows the heart. We need to pray for the RC church 
as much as we pray for others who present a Jesus who is not God the Son or heap up 
burdens that are too difficult to bear. Those burdens include guilt and shame.  

 

Now, onto more important matters:  What does Jesus say to the Church in Thyatira? 

 

These things says the Son of God:  this is the only time in these epistles that He refers to 
Himself this way. Other letters say, “These things says “He who…”.   

 

By choosing this title, Jesus explicitly reveals His authority and His right to speak the things 
they must hear.  

 

Note: In Jewish thought, to be the son of a thing meant you had the nature of that thing. 
For example, the sons of a sorceress had the nature of a sorceress. Therefore, the Son 
of God has the divine nature of God (as it is said, One Essence, Three Persons). 

 

Notice that Jesus does not say, “the Son of Man”.  Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of 
Man 80 times in the Gospels;  He called Himself the Son of God only 6 times, including this 
verse; the other 38 times, others, including the Devil, called Him by that Name. The point is, 
He didn’t want the churches to think of only His humanity which, while important to so many 
doctrines, doesn’t fully reveal who He is. His deity is critical in our understanding of the Bible’s 
declaration of Who He is.  

 

He then describes Himself as having “eyes of flame” that can certainly penetrate the dark 
recesses of the heart by the light of His Countenance.   This was first revealed in chapter 1:14.  

 

He also describes Himself as having “His feet like fine brass”. The word literally means 
“white brass” (as in first revealed in chapter 1:15).  This symbolism evokes ideas of purity, 
steadfastness, and strength.  And He is the Refiner’s Fire that purifies the Body of Christ and 
the Rock on which we stand! 

 

Revelation 2:19-29 NKJV  (19)  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as 
for your works, the last are more than the first.  (20)  Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce 
My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  (21)  And I gave 
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her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent.  (22)  Indeed I will cast her into a 
sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their 
deeds.  (23)  I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who 
searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  (24)  
"Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have 
not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden.  (25)  But hold 
fast what you have till I come.  (26)  And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to 
him I will give power over the nations—  (27)  'HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; 
THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received 
from My Father;  (28)  and I will give him the morning star.  (29)  "He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches." ' 

 

“I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last 
are more than the first”. There are 4 things that are commendable. They labor in Good Deeds, 
they are servants motivated by agape love and faith.  

 

The phrase, The last more than the first simply means that they are growing in these things.   

 

Nevertheless:  Even though their works were good, commendable, and acceptable, there 

were some serious errors and sins in the church that were instigated by one of their church 

goers and then these errors started spreading to others. 

 

“because you allow that woman” – the Greek word for “you” is a singular pronoun; I looked 

this up because I wanted to know if Jesus was speaking to the pastor or the whole church.  

Most believe it was the Pastor who allowed a “jezebel-like” woman to manipulate people in the 

church. The phrase “that woman” seems to indicate that Jesus had a specific woman in mind 

that was part of the congregation.  Jesus called the ones she tried to draw away as “My 

servants” – making her sin even more intolerable.   

 

I think a “mini-lesson” on Jezebel would be helpful: 

 

As a way of introduction, I would like to discuss the idea of a  “Spirit of Jezebel”. Many 

churches teach this, and I’ve even witnessed a situation where some were accused of having 

such a spirit.  Is this Biblical?  The Scriptures do not use this phrase at all, either in the OT or 

NT.  So, is there a “Spirit of Jezebel”?  Is this Jezebel’s spirit coming back to harass people? 

NO. Could there be a demonic “Jezebel”-like spirit that is assigned to a specific person?  YES. 

Do I believe that a demonic entity can influence and entice the flesh to act in a certain 

manner?   YES.  In order to understand and to discern the spiritual or the fleshly influences, we 

need to learn about the real Jezebel who was the wife of Ahab, the 7th king of the Northern 

tribes.   

 

Jezebel’s story is found in 1 and 2 Kings. She was the daughter of Eth-baal, king of  Sidon 

and priest of the cult of Baal. Baal, the false god was portrayed as a cruel, sensuous, and 

revolting spirit who demanded worship that involved sexual immorality. Ahab married Jezebel 

(who called herself a prophetess) and subsequently led the Northern Tribes into Baal worship 
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(1 Kings 16:31). Ahab and Jezebel’s reign over Israel is one of the vilest chapters in the history 

of God’s people. 

 

There are two incidents in the life of Jezebel that characterize her and may help define what is 

meant by the “Jezebel spirit.” One trait is her obsessive passion for domineering and 

controlling others. When she became queen, she began a relentless campaign to rid 

Israel of all evidence of worship of the LORD God. She ordered the extermination of all the 

prophets of the Lord (1 Kings 18:4, 13) and replaced altars with those of Baal. Her strongest 

enemy was Elijah. The contest on Mount Carmel between the powers of Israel’s God and the 

powers of Jezebel and the priests of Baal (1 Kings 18) decidedly showed that the LORD was 

the True God Almighty!  But despite hearing of the miraculous powers of the LORD, Jezebel 

refused to repent and swore on her gods that she would pursue Elijah relentlessly to kill 

him. Her stubborn refusal to see and submit to the power of the living God would lead her to a 

hideous death (2 Kings 9:29–37). She was thrown out of a window. Her blood was splattered 

on the street and walls where she landed.    

 

2 Kings 9:35-37 NKJV  So they went to bury her, but they found no more of her than the 
skull and the feet and the palms of her hands.  (36)  Therefore they came back and told 
him. And he said, "This is the word of the LORD, which He spoke by His servant Elijah 
the Tishbite, saying, 'On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;  
(37)  and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as dung on the surface of the field, in the plot at 
Jezreel, so that they shall not say, "Here lies Jezebel." ' " 

 

Before her demise, another incident involved a righteous man named Naboth who refused to 

sell land adjoining the palace to Ahab.  Naboth rightly declared that to sell his inheritance 

would be against the Lord’s command (1 Kings 21:3; Leviticus 25:23). While Ahab sulked and 

fumed on his bed, Jezebel taunted and ridiculed him for his weakness, then proceeded to have 

the innocent Naboth framed and stoned to death. Naboth’s sons were also stoned to death, so 

there would be no heirs, and the land would revert to the possession of the king. Such a 

single-minded determination to have one’s way, no matter who is destroyed in the 

process, is a characteristic of the Jezebel spirit.  

 

Any man or woman who is controlling, manipulative or a worshipper of self or any pagan 

god would be said of having a “Jezebel Spirit”.  And yes, I said “any man”.  A demon is not 

concerned with gender. They are masters at speaking lies and they understand the 

weaknesses of our flesh.  The control or manipulation of someone often involves sexual 

immorality.  

 

The Greek word for “seduce” in verse 20 isn’t necessarily sexual but it means to “lead 

someone astray”  by deceit.   The sexual component, I believe, is a tool to achieve an end that 

is not always sexual but, as I said, it is for control. 

 

This person might try to introduce pagan ideas into the church which are normally borrowed 

from other non-Christian religions. For example, eastern meditation or yoga are not kosher and 

opening up yourself by emptying your mind is dangerous: 
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Matthew 12:43-45 NKJV  "When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through 
dry places, seeking rest, and finds none.  (44)  Then he says, 'I will return to my house 
from which I came.' And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order.  
(45)  Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, 
and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So 
shall it also be with this wicked generation." 

 

The phrase “who calls herself a prophetess” certainly speaks of a person who believes that 

they hold the office of “prophet” and are above the pastor in authority. I have witnessed this as 

well. Is this person a believer? If I only could judge the heart, I could tell you. But I can’t so I’ll 

leave it up to God. But that doesn’t mean I can’t confront someone who tries to control, 

manipulate,  or teach false doctrine.   

 

And I gave her time to repent. The LORD seeks repentance from all who sin. He sometimes 

gives the person time to turn back.  He is patient but there is not an unlimited “get out of hell 

free” card.  Did He not teach in Genesis 6:3, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever”?    

 

For this Jezebel, He says that “she did not repent”. Another way of putting it is that she 

deliberately rejected the work of the Holy Spirit in her heart. The Holy Spirit, like Jesus, always 

seeks the best for a person! 

 

Her punishment would be: 

 

1. I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great 

tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 

a. Unrepentance will drive them into the great tribulation which will like a sickbed 

where there is no cure available.  

b. The adultery spoken of here may be actual adultery between a man and a 

woman, but it certainly speaks of spiritual adultery between mankind and God. 

This is one of satan’s ploys.  

c. This end is contingent upon their repentance!  How gracious is the word “unless”.  

2. I will kill her children with death,  

a. Strange way of putting it. It simply shows that all men, good or bad, die a 

physical death but Jezebel’s children (those who continue to follow after her 

through the generations), will be killed with a death that is not pleasant nor 

peaceful.   

3. and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts.  

a. Like we have been taught, what’s on the outside is not always a good indicator of 

a surrendered heart. She or he would present themselves as a “good” Christian, 

always sacrificing for the LORD, only concerned about others.  But Jesus 

searches the inside and n0t the covering.  

b. “Minds and hearts” literally means “hearts and kidneys.” In the Jewish mindset, 

the heart was the place of intellect, and the kidneys were the place of emotion. 

Jesus says, “I know your every thought and your every feeling.” 
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4. And I will give to each one of you according to your works. 

a. This is part of the warning; if you adhere to her teachings and go after foreign 

gods or false doctrines, then I have no choice but to judge you according to your 

works and not my Singular work on the Cross.  

 

Wow!  Let’s go on to the end of the letter: 

 

(Revelation 2:24 NKJV)  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this 
doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 

 

Again, MANY are commended for not following this ‘Jezebel’. They have not taken in any of 
her doctrine. They don’t know the “depths of Satan”.  What does that mean? 

 

Jezebel led others to discover the “depths of Satan”. Perhaps they didn’t use his name, but 
what they taught was, in their minds, very deep where cosmic mysteries were reveal to the 
enlightened few!  I say it was as deep as the pit of hell!  

  

(Revelation 2:25 NKJV)  But hold fast what you have till I come.  
 

What do they have?  First, they have Jesus to cling to; And they have the things for which they 
were commended. He wants them to continue in these things.  He does not want them to be 
distracted or discouraged from doing good.  He wants them to fight the good fight of faith that 
will lead them to victory.  
 
How long will they have to do this?  Until He comes!  And, we are no different!  Our walks 
never end until we go on to be with Him.  
 

(Revelation 2:26 NKJV)  And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give 
power over the nations— (Revelation 2:27 NKJV)  'HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; 
THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received 
from My Father; 

 
The overcomer will share in His reign over the nations. Paul taught this as well: 
 

2 Timothy 2:11-13 NKJV  This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also 
live with Him.  (12)  If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He 
also will deny us.  (13)  If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 

 

And John told us: 

 

Revelation 20:6 NKJV  Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. 
Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 

 

How would they reign? The text is taken from Messianic Psalm 2 verse 9. It says:  
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Psalms 2:9 NKJV  You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to 
pieces like a potter's vessel.' " 

 

The OT uses the word “break” meaning to crush. The Greek OT uses the word “rule” but it 
means to shepherd.  Perhaps this is describing how two types of people will be treated, those 
who are willing to be led and those who still cling to their own self.  

 
And, they would also receive: 
 

(Revelation 2:28 NKJV)  and I will give him the morning star. 
 

Revelation 22:16 NKJV  “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in 
the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” 

So, we overcomers receive the greatest reward of all:  Jesus. 
 

(Revelation 2:29 NKJV)  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." ' 
 
  

There are two issues, perhaps two sides of the same coin being described here. There is a fleshly 

issue of control and manipulation and there is a spiritual issue of not fully serving Jesus in the manner 

worthy of our calling.  

 

Our sin nature is influenced by both. And our controlling and manipulative behaviors come from years 

of living in a fallen world. Certainly, people who try to control and manipulate others are seeking 

stability and peace in the lives. But these will never be realized because the seeking isn’t after Jesus 

but after themselves. These behaviors are often based in fear of losing control coupled with a good 

dose of pride that says “my way is the best way”.  

 

The spiritual side is allowing all those false notions of losing control come into our hearts.  In this 

case, they lead to trying to control or manipulate God.  Obviously, this can’t happen so the spirit tries 

to get you to seek another God.  Oh, his name might be Jesus, but he is not the Jesus we are taught 

about in the Scriptures. He’s the “Jesus+” messiah who in the extreme becomes a lessor god.  

 

The antidote to this issue is recognizing such attitudes and behaviors in us and then seeking the 
LORD in repentance. Part of repentance is a willingness to open up your mind and heart to the Holy 
Spirit’s control of your life.  His way is the better way.  


