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Revelation 3:10-22 

 

This morning we are going to finish up the church in Philadelphia. We will then go on to the most 
difficult letter that Jesus spoke to John.  

 

Let’s start in chapter 3 verse 10: 

 

(Revelation 3:10 NKJV)  Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from 
the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  

 

Those who do not believe in the rapture at all or believe that it will occur before the bowls of 
wrath are poured out will interpret this verse as “I will protect you through it”.  Those who 
believe in the pre-tribulation rapture believe that because we have persevered, we are 
promised that He will keep us FROM the hour of trial.    

 

Obviously, this will come up again… But let’s finish up Philadelphia… 

 

(Revelation 3:11 NKJV)  Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may 
take your crown. (Revelation 3:12 NKJV)  He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city 
of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on 
him My new name. (Revelation 3:13 NKJV)  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches." ' 

“The expression ‘quickly’ is to be understood as something which is sudden and unexpected, 
not necessarily immediate.” 

What they have:   

1. They took advantage of the opportunities that Jesus put before them (Open door). 

2. They kept the faith when persecution came and did not deny His Name.  

3. They surrendered their wills in favor of His will and kept (guarded) His Word. 

The phrase “that no one may take your crown” can be interpreted several ways 

i. First, holding fast is holding on to your relationship with Jesus; this means to 
guard the truth that He has taught and not fall into some heretical teaching that 
would lead you astray.  

ii. Some say that this is a warning of losing their salvation because they believe that 
this is the crown of life and if it is “taken” away we have lost our eternal life.  But it 
doesn’t say “crown of life” and there are several crowns in Scripture. 

iii. Some say that this is a warning that if their crown is taken, they will lose a part of 
the full reward which they might hope to receive in heaven.  

1. The idea of someone taking it by force is misleading because the 
language seems to indicate that it is given to another not stolen.  In other 
words, it’s yours to lose.  
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2. Albert Barnes wrote: The crown which they will wear in heaven will be less 
bright than that which they might have worn, and the throne which they will 
occupy will be less elevated. The rewards of heaven will be in accordance 
with the services rendered to the Redeemer; and it would not be right that 
they who turn aside, or falter in their course, should have the same 
exalted honours which they might have received if they had devoted 
themselves to God with ever-increasing fidelity. It is painful to think how 
many there are who begin the Christian career with burnings zeal, as if 
they would strike for the highest rewards in heaven, but who soon waver 
in their course, and fall into some paralyzing error, until at last they 
receive, perhaps, not half the reward which they might have obtained.   

3. I believe that this is not a salvation issue. The context is a church that 
Jesus has only good things to tell them. And, the context is here on 
earth where we are told to hold fast. I believe that this refers to our faith. 
Keep doing what you are doing in faith, in love and for His glory. Holding 
fast isn’t for rewards but for relationship. We are all called to love Him for 
His sake and not for what we will get out of it.  The reward is eternity with 
Him. Anything else is icing on the “angel” cake.  

What does a nearly perfect church have to overcome?  Same as the other churches:  the 
schemes of satan, the world’s philosophies, our flesh and hatred for Jesus which means we 
are hated as well.    

Jesus promises that overcomers will be made pillars in the temple of His God.  This is the 
heavenly temple that John describes in 13 different verses in 8 chapters including this one.  
The Pillars are symbolic and familiar to both the Jews and Gentiles in the churches. For 
example, the Jerusalem Temple had two pillars. When building Solomon’s Temple, it was 
written: 

(2 Chronicles 3:17 NKJV)  Then he set up the pillars before the temple, one on 
the right hand and the other on the left; he called the name of the one on the right 
hand Jachin, and the name of the one on the left Boaz. 

Jachin means “stability” or “established” and Boaz means “strength”.  Certainty this is a good 
picture of these overcomers.  

For those in Philadelphia, these designations would also have special meaning.  The ancient 
city of Philadelphia suffered from frequent earthquakes. When a building collapsed in an 
earthquake often all that remained were the huge pillars. Jesus offers us this same strength, to 
remain standing in Him when everything around us crumbles.  When an earthquake struck, 
people would flee the city until it was over. Then they came back into the city.  In the Heavenly 
Temple, they will be firmly established and strong AND they will not have to go out anymore. 
Therefore, in the Heavenly Temple, overcomers will be a witness to the grace of Jesus who 
sustained them and brought them to His Father.  I believe that even in Heaven, there will be 
work to do and depending on our witness or testimony here, we will have different levels of 
responsibilities there.  

Jesus then tells them that overcomers will have the name of God, the name of the city of God 
and the LORD’s new name written on them.  

The Jewish believers would be reminded of what was written on a plate that was attached to 
the turban of the High Priest: 



3 | P a g e  
 

Exodus 28:36-38b NKJV  "You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, 
like the engraving of a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD.  (37)  And you shall put it on 
a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it shall be on the front of the turban.  (38B)  … 
and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD. 

 

The Romans would understand because the name of an honored citizen or a temple priest or a 
conquering soldier would be engraved on a pillar.  

 
But for us, this is a picture of intimacy and ownership. The LORD God is “engraving” on His 
children His Name and the name of the New Jerusalem and the LORD’s new name.    

 

For the church in Philadelphia, all’s well that end’s well. Let us hold fast to our Savior so that their 
testimony will be our testimony.  

 

(Revelation 3:14 NKJV)  "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says 
the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 
 

Some believe that the name “Laodicea” means “the people rule”. This is certainly true of our 
culture today where everyone does what is right in their own eyes. Interestingly, the name can 
mean “democracy”.  It seems to say that perhaps this church was led by “group” concensus 
and not by the Pastor who represents Christ.   
 
This was a wealthy city. Historians noted that when their town was devastated by an 
earthquake in 60AD, the Laodiceans vehemently refused the Emperor’s help, telling Rome that 
they would rebuild it themselves! Proud and Rich! 

 

The “Amen” is a wonderful title!  Only Jesus can promise that what He says will “be” and from 
His perspective, it is already done! 

 

2 Corinthians 1:18-22 NKJV  (18)  But as God is faithful, our word to you was not Yes 
and No.  (19)  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—
by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes.  (20)  For 
all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God 
through us.   

 

“Yes and No” is a picture of indecision of the “double-minded man” (James 1:8).   Jesus is only 
YES and AMEN.  

 

“Faithful witness” is from chapter 1: 

 

Revelation 1:5A NKJV  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from 
the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. … 

 
His being the faithful witness refers to His righteous discernment or judgement.  It also shows 
His ultimate authority over all His creation, especially His creatures and even us! 
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The “Beginning of creation of God” does NOT mean that Jesus was created “at the beginning”.  
The word “beginning” means that He is the chief, the head, or the ruler of all creation. 
One last comment taken from Paul’s letter to the Colossians: 
 

Colossians 2:1-5 NLT  I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for 
the church at Laodicea, and for many other believers who have never met me 
personally.  (2)  I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. I 
want them to have complete confidence that they understand God’s mysterious plan, 
which is Christ himself.  (3)  In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.  (4)  I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-crafted 
arguments.  (5)  For though I am far away from you, my heart is with you. And I rejoice 
that you are living as you should and that your faith in Christ is strong. 

 
Paul is agonizing over the Colossians and those in Laodicea. It seems that he’s anxious for the 
Colossians because of the Laodiceans. See how he keeps saying “I want them” and not you 
and them?  Evidently the Laodiceans did not have a solid foundation in Christ and whatever 
they believed was from “well-crafted arguments” and not from the solid food of the Gospel. 
 

So, what encouraging words does Jesus have for this church?  Let’s see. 
 
(Revelation 3:15 NKJV)  "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were 
cold or hot. (Revelation 3:16 NKJV)  So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  (Revelation 3:17 NKJV)  Because you say, 'I am rich, have 
become wealthy, and have need of nothing'—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, and naked—(Revelation 3:18 NKJV)  I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the 
fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. (Revelation 
3:19 NKJV)  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
(Revelation 3:20 NKJV)  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens 
the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. (Revelation 3:21 NKJV)  To him 
who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My 
Father on His throne. (Revelation 3:22 NKJV)  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches." ' " 
 

There are encouraging words here but we’re going to have to dig for them! 

 

Jesus knows their works but how are they doing them? What is the heart behind them? Are 

they doing them freely and without resentment?  Are they doing them for Jesus or out of a 

sense of “oh well, I better do things for Him”.  

 

Obviously, there are major issues here. This is a church that was united in their own deluded 

self-assessment. They were doing well because they were rich. Perhaps they never offended 

anyone with the Gospel. Perhaps they were taught the Gospel but never lived it out.   They 

weren’t like those zealous fanatics in the other churches who embarrassed themselves by 

proclaiming Christ. But they were not cold either and probably were supportive of each other in 

the church or were well liked outside the church. But they were lukewarm, not able to decide 

whether to do things for Jesus or just for themselves. They were lumps of clay who rejected 
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the Hand of God on their lives. This is a nearly dead church, suffocating under the weight of its 

own complacency.  

 

The picture is a church where the Holy Spirit is ignored or worse, feared.  Their prayers are 

tepid and said without emotion -- just a shopping list of stuff they wanted God to do or give. 

Their worship is without fervor; their songs old and worn.  Their works are done in legalistic 

obedience with the hope of being noticed for their generosity or sacrifice.  

 

What can Jesus do with those who have no agape love for Him or for those they need to 

reach?   He WILL “vomit” them out of His mouth. Not a pretty picture. But imagine the depths 

of their delusion:  they needed nothing!  Therefore, they did not need Jesus!  Therefore, He will 

cast them out of His Body!   

 

Jesus tells them the Truth because He is the Faithful and True Witness:  And the truth must 

have hurt!  “Your wealth and proud independence are nothing to brag about!  For in truth, you 

are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked”.  Nakedness is a picture of a person who is 

not clothed with holiness and purity. Their garments are made filthy with a faithlessness that 

leads to wickedness and immorality!  If this all seems harsh, it’s because it is. If seems 

hopeless, then think again!   

 

The warning of vomiting them out of His mouth was in the future tense. (I will, not I have, I am). 

Our loving God  gives them a way of escape!  The grace of God is strong. He is willing to 

forgive. Are they willing to repent?  Are they willing to listen and obey his counsel?  

 

His counsel is in three parts: 

1. Buy 

 

He tells them, to “buy of me gold tried in the fire…”. Can Jesus be selling faith?  Selling grace 

and mercy? Listen to what the LORD says in Isaiah: 

 

Isaiah 55:1-2 NKJV  "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have 
no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and 
without price.  (2)  Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for 
what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul 
delight itself in abundance. 

 

He offers His Good News free of charge. There is nothing else that can satisfy the soul!  And 
His satisfaction is abundant!  As He said in John 10:10, “The thief does not come except to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly.”  Not more of the stuff of life, but eternal life which is infinitely satisfying and 
cannot be stolen, killed, or destroyed. 
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 Jesus is offering “gold refined in fire” which is a picture of Him removing the dross, the 

impurities of their miserable lives. They will be rich in His love and grace and certainly in His 

presence!   

 

They can buy white garments that were washed in the Blood of their Savior (these too are 

freely given).  These garments will cover their nakedness, that is, their sin. These are symbolic 

of their glorified, sinless bodies that will be clothed in white robes. 

 

And, their blind eyes will be healed by Him so that they will be able to see!  Only His salve can 

open eyes that were shut up with the scales of deceit and pride. 

 

2. Rebuked and Chastened 

 

The church has certainly been rebuked and chastened, that is, He admonishes and disciplines. 

He does this out of deep love for His brothers and sisters.  The love He has for them is “phileo” 

love which is affectionate and is based on feelings as compared to agape love which is of the 

will.    

 

Hebrews 12:5-7 NKJV  And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as 
to sons: “MY SON, DO NOT DESPISE THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD, NOR BE 
DISCOURAGED WHEN YOU ARE REBUKED BY HIM;  (6)  FOR WHOM THE LORD 
LOVES HE CHASTENS, AND SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.”  (7)  
If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom 
a father does not chasten? 

 

And continuing in verse 10: 

 

Hebrews 12:10-13 NKJV  For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best 
to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.  (11)  Now no 
chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it 
yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  (12)  
Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees,  (13)  and 
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather 
be healed. 

 

3. Open the Door! 
 

The One who is called the “Door” sits on the Throne but now He is standing at the door of 
their hearts. He is knocking. He is not demanding entrance but is waiting patiently for them 
to allow Him in.  Are they listening?  Are they willing to open themselves up?  If they allow 
Him in, He will come in. The picture of dining with Him is one of intimacy because sharing a 
meal in that culture was a way to show warmth and affection. We will serve Him but we will 
eat together.  

 

Do these things and you too will be an overcomer! 
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The overcomer will sit with Him on His throne!  This is a symbol of the overcomers position in heaven. 
We will judge the world (1 Corinthians 6:2) and will be judge angels (1 Corinthians 6:3). 

 

A Laodicean church is a church needing self-examination. Not as a church, but as individuals in it. 
This is a church that “takes in” but does not “give out”. This is a church that loves to learn but is afraid 
to share. This is a church that knows the Way but doesn’t invite others to walk with them.  The is a 
church that knows the Truth but lives it out with a fading fire. And, this is a church that has His Life, 
but is suffocating because the “masks” they choose to wear do not let in the Breath of Life!   

 

This is hard.  A spiritual EKG can be painful.  Staring at those dark corners of our hearts and feeling 

defeated or ashamed is a normal reaction. But look at the hope that Jesus brings!  Repentance that 

leads to eternal life!  You need only to recognize them, confess them with godly sorrow and He is 

faithful to cleanse you from all unrighteousness!  He will, through His Spirit, do the necessary by-pass 

surgery to remove the dross while leaving you the better for allowing Him to do it!  He is not seeking 

perfection but completeness IN HIM.   Those dark darlings of the heart have blinded you.  But, 

remember Paul on the road to Damascus? 

Acts 13:11 NKJV  And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not 
seeing the sun for a time." And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking 
someone to lead him by the hand. 

If you seek Him, He will find you! 


