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Revelation 4 

 

Last week we finished studying the 7 churches of the church age. I emphasized the importance that 
these churches are typical of many churches that have existed since the first century. But we must 
not lose sight that each church is composed of people; I’m saying that it’s easy to judge each church 
and try to compare it to ours. Are we a Philadelphia church?  Are we an Ephesians Church?  But the 
question comes down to each of us. I’m asking that each of us look at what Jesus praised and what 
He criticized. If you are like those He praised, keep on doing what you are doing. If you are like those 
He something against, then humble yourself, confess it (remember, confession is coming into 
agreement with God about the sin in your life) and then submit to the perfect will of the Spirit of God 
in you to overcome those things that are keeping you in bondage.    

 

The common problem in each person in each church was the lack of the Holy Spirit in their lives. That 
could stem from the harsh reality that He has not come to dwell in you because you have not made a 
personal confession of faith in the saving work of Jesus (that is, you are trying to ride into heaven on 
the coattails of someone else).   

Or, we have the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, but we have not totally surrendered our will to Him.  
Without His leading in what we do and what we think, we can be led astray into false doctrines or self-
righteous works that are not the result of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit,  but are the result of the fruit of 
the flesh that only has “self” in mind.   Each day offers choices. Let us choose wisely by listening to 
His Voice and obeying Him.   

 

But, today, we must move on.  

 

Revelation 4:1  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first 
voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you 
things which must take place after this." 

 

Now, as of this moment, we have not been snatched up by our Groom and taken to the place 
He has prepared for us. This means that we have time to look at the things which must take 
place after this.  

The first question is:  “After what?”.  Personally, I believe that Jesus is referring to the Church 
Age, that is, these things will take place after we go home.  There are others that believe that 
we will go through “these things” before we go home. We will explore those issues as we move 
through this book. 

 

The second question is “What things will take place”.  Again, I think those things are described 
in the rest of this Book starting at Chapter 6. In other words, “these things” are the 7-year 
Tribulation.  

 

Before we get into this Chapter and the next (5), we need to answer an important question:  WHEN 
will these things take place?  Isn’t that the main question people ask these days?  When will the 
rapture happen?  When will the Tribulation begin?    

 

We must not confuse the two or combine the two events. The Rapture is imminent, that is, it can 
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occur at any time and there are no events or prophetic requirements that have to be met first. That 
means it could take place right before the 7-year Tribulation starts or, as others believe, it could take 
place sometime in the first 3 ½ years of the Tribulation. I’ll get into this before we get to Chapter 6.   

 

For the Tribulation, the 7 years are laid out in the Book of Revelation. Unlike the Rapture, its 
beginning isn’t imminent, that is, there’s only one specific event that will start the Tribulation. For this 
we need to understand the prophesies in Daniel and at least one given to us by Jesus.   Let’s start at 
Daniel.  

 

Daniel 9:26-27  "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end 
of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.   

 

This is an amazing prophesy of Jesus’ time on earth. He was killed but not because of anything He 
did but because of everything we did!  After His time on earth the Temple and the City of Jerusalem 
were destroyed by the Roman Empire in 70AD.  Then comes an indeterminate amount of time for the 
next major event: 

 

(27)  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be 
one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on 
the desolate." 

 

The 7-year Tribulation will start with the signing of a covenant, a peace treaty between Israel and the 
Anti-Christ (“the prince who is to come”). Jesus spoke of this person:  John 5:43  I have come in My 
Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will 
receive. 

 

So, that’s the start of the Tribulation.  We even understand its end – God Wins! 

 

But between the Resurrection and the Tribulation is a long period of time which we have studied 
called the Church Age. But in the Church Age is another period of time that is relevant to us. 

 

We have all heard of the End Times or the End of Days. These times certainly include the Tribulation, 
but these Days started years before the Tribulation will start. We will see that these are the days 
when we can see God moving toward fulfilling His eternal purposes.   

 

When did the End Times start?  What were the events that started it? Are there other events that 
must take place before the 7-Year covenant is signed?    As we try to answer these questions, I need 
to burst two bubbles:  First, the United States is not the focus of the End Times, Israel is. Israel is 
involved in these times and is certainly the focus of the Tribulation. It has been said that Israel is 
God’s prophetic timepiece. Second, it is dangerous to spend an inordinate amount of time and 
energy trying to retrofit current events into prophesy and then declare them to be fulfilled.  We can’t 
take a puzzle piece and cut its edges to force an interpretation. That process is backwards. We need 
to study and understand the prophetic utterances and then see if they are applicable to the prophesy. 
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If they are not applicable, we move on.  

 

So, when did the End Times begin?  What were the events? For that, we turn to The Prophet Jesus.  

 

Matthew 24:1-2  As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds, his disciples pointed out to him 
the various Temple buildings.  (2)  But he responded, “Do you see all these buildings? I tell you 
the truth, they will be completely demolished. Not one stone will be left on top of another!”  (3)   

 

This is the prophesy of the Destruction of Jerusalem in 70ad.  The fact that the Western Wall is still 
standing means that either Jesus was wrong or that the Temple Mount was not the site of the 
Temple. I believe that the Temple was not on Temple Mount but rather, as some believe, near the 
City of David. (sorry about the little bunny trail).   What comes next is Jesus’ famous teaching on the 
Mount of Olives.  

 

Matthew 24:3-8  Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him privately 
and said, “Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will signal your return and the end of 
the world?”   

 

The disciples ask Jesus 3 questions: 

1. When will all this happen?  That is, the destruction of the Temple. 

2. What will be the sign of your return? 

3. What will be the sign of the end of the world? 

 

The first Question wasn’t answered in this Gospel but in Luke: 

Luke 21:20-24  “And when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then you will know that 
the time of its destruction has arrived.  (21)  Then those in Judea must flee to the hills. Those 
in Jerusalem must get out, and those out in the country should not return to the city.  (22)  For 
those will be days of God’s vengeance, and the prophetic words of the Scriptures will be 
fulfilled.  (23)  How terrible it will be for pregnant women and for nursing mothers in those days. 
For there will be disaster in the land and great anger against this people.  (24)  They will be 
killed by the sword or sent away as captives to all the nations of the world. And Jerusalem 
will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the period of the Gentiles comes to an end. 

That’s His prophetic word about the events of 70ad when the Temple was destroyed.  This will begin 
the Times of the Gentiles which includes the Church Age.  But 70ad is not the start of the End-Times. 

 

The second question regarding His Return (His Second Coming) we will take up later. For today’s 
discussion of the End-Times, the answer is found here in Matthew: 

 

Matthew 24:4-8  And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  
(5)  For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  (6)  And 
you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  (7)  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  
(8)  All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
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Verse 8 describes these events as “birth pains” aka, birth pangs aka, travail.  They are, in effect, the 
tribulations the world will experience before the Tribulation and after it begins, until the Messianic Age 
is birthed.  But’s let’s look at verses 4 thru 7: 

 

The first general statement is about false messiahs. These will “come in His Name” with a Messianic 
claim.  There are two interpretations:  1) men will come claiming to be the Messiah, that He has 
returned or 2) men will come “In His Name”, as if they were believers, but will deceive many with their 
false doctrines of demons.  Number one is the most popular interpretation. But I think there’s some 
fodder for the 2nd interpretation: 

1. Rob Bell’s “Love Wins” dismantles the Justice of God and replaces it with a “love” only 
God. Therefore, God would never let anyone go to hell because, in the end, “Love Wins”. 

2. A myriad of televangelists that only promote blessings, wealth, and health. If you don’t have 
any of those you are being disobedient or lacking in faith.  

There have been many false Messiah’s since His Ascension. Those who follow them do not know the 
Scriptures. It is that ignorance that is exploited by these mad men.  Ignorance and fear! 

 

Verse 6 says that there will be wars and threats of wars. These are local wars or civil wars that will 
cause anxiety and fear.  But  the end will not follow these types of events. These things will happen 
because we live in a fallen world.  

 

Next, in Verse 7 Jesus speaks of wars between “nations” and “kingdoms”. The phrase “nations 
against nations” (or kingdoms) is an idiomatic phrase for world wars.  This idea was prevalent in the 
middle east during Jesus’ day.  

 

So, for all intents and purposes, WWI and WWII were the beginning of the End Times.  But even 
these events are only the first of the birth pangs with more to come and will, for many, continue until 
the end of the Tribulation.  

 

But remember, the End Times, including the Tribulation, are ultimately about Israel.  WWI was the 
impetus for the start of the Zionist Movement and WWII set the stage for the creation of the State of 
Israel.   Therefore, these had to occur before the Tribulation because the State of Israel is one of the 
two main players in the covenant that begins the 7-year judgment on unbelievers (those who do not 
believe in God and do not believe and follow His Son).  

 

But, along with World Wars came major famines, and earthquakes. There were severe famines in the 
early 1900’s in Russia and China. There certainly have been many afterwards. As for earthquakes, 
there were 5 recorded major earthquakes in Jesus’ days (however, there were certainly more). By the 
16th Century, there were 253 major earthquakes. In the 19th century, there were 2119 major 
earthquakes and there were nearly 900,000 earthquakes recorded by 2018. Regardless of how they 
are recorded, that’s a lot of world wide earthquakes.  

 

The second Pre-Tribulational event was the establishment of the State of Israel. Obviously the Nation 
must exist in order to create the covenant with the Anti-Christ.    

 



5 | P a g e  
 

Once these two pre-trib events take place, then we are firmly in the End of Days.  But there is a 

couple of more things that need to take place as well.  

 

The most significant is the Anti-Christ. If he is there at the beginning of the 7-year Tribulation, does it 

not mean that he must be around prior to that event?  And “by around” I mean, must he not have the 

power and authority to make such a covenant?   Yes and Yes.;   Again, let’s not confuse these things 

with the Rapture. Many believe that we will not be here to witness his rise to power and that is a 

distinct possibility. But what if He tarries?  

 

If the Anti-Christ has the powder and authority to effect such a treaty with Israel, then how could he 

rise to such power? 

 

The good news is that it’s been prophesized. But discerning the specific events that would allow one 

man to rise like that is difficult. I will give you one major interpretation.  

 

Let’s look at the Prophesies first. In effect, the prophesies come out of Daniel.  

Daniel 2:40-43  And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron 
breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will 
break in pieces and crush all the others.   

 

This is the Roman Empire that arose after the 1st three kingdoms (Babylonian, Medes-Persian and 
Greek).  That the fourth kingdom crushed a huge portion of the western world is obvious from history.  

But, what happens next?  Continuing in Daniel 2 at verse 41: 

 

(41)  Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom 
shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with 
ceramic clay.  (42)  And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile.  (43)  As you saw iron mixed with ceramic 
clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron 
does not mix with clay. 

 

After the Roman Empire’s collapse there were two major powers in the world:   The empire had a 

“western” seat of power based in Rome and an “eastern” seat of power based in Constantinople that 

became the city of Istanbul in Turkey.  

 

These two centers of power have shifted a lot but even in modern times we understand that, in 

general, the western centers are nations who have more democratic forms of government as 

opposed to the eastern center that is represented by communism and Islamic countries. The cultures 

were certainly different and with the Islamic nations, these iron and clay toes do not “adhere” to one 

another. For both the west and the east we might better describe them as an Imperialistic Empire.  

Certainly both sides have “colonized” much of the world.  

 

Sometime in the future (and before the Tribulation), these 2 centers of power will split into ten 

“nations/kingdoms”.   
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Daniel 7:7-8  "After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and 
trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it 
had ten horns.  (8)  I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, 
coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. … 

 

These are further described in Daniel 7:24: 

 

Daniel 7:24  The ten horns are ten kings Who shall arise from this kingdom. And another shall 
rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones, And shall subdue three kings. 

 

Here we see another “little horn” rising up with the 10 horns or kingdoms.   He will be different from 
the others. And he will have the power to subdue the others. Back in an earlier passage in Chapter 7 
we read: 

 

Daniel 7:8B) And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words. 

 

This is the Anti-Christ. 

 

But these 2 world powers of the latter days will end. Some see this happening after the Russian 
Invasion of Israel as described in Ezekiel 38 & 39.  God destroys all of the invading armies thus 
swinging the balance of power to the west.  But what of the west?  I can see a collapse of these 
nations that may be due to some world-wide dire situation that has caused them to fall, possibly by 
affecting their governments and their economies.  

 

But after this what happens?   Some would interpret Daniel 7:23 as not describing the Roman Empire 
of old but the formation of a One World Government that will be the entity that “shall be different from 
all other kingdoms, And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and break it in pieces” as described 
in Daniel 7:23.  I’m not sold on this interpretation but it has advantages of consistently predating the 
“ten horns” of Daniel 7:24.  And, it is believed, that it will be the collapse of the OW government that 
will bring about the federation of the 10 nations and during that time the little horn”, that is the Anti-
Christ, will rise to power.  

  

It will be this Anti-Christ that will seal the deal with Israel when a 7-year covenant is signed.  The 
Tribulation will begin even before the ink on the papers has time to dry.  For the Pre-Trib rapture 
folks, if we haven’t been raptured before this event, it will be in a twinkling of an eye as the ink dries.  

  

This entire discussion laid out one possible scenario with what will take after these things that will 
lead up to the start of the Tribulation.  

 

What we have outlined is: 

1. A fourth empire that is associated with the Roman Empire. Before it fell it divided itself into two 
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major world powers that we know of as the West (who wear white hats) and the East (who 
wear black hats).   We are still in this stage of the Roman Empire. Some would say that this is 
the Imperialistic Empire.  

a. During this time, we have witnessed the Beginning of the End Times. The two world 
wars and the birth of Israel were the two major events that began this time.  

b. It is debatable whether the Invasion of Israel will end this two-power stage of the 
Imperialistic Empire.  And, we don’t know if that invasion will result from the collapse of 
the US.  

2. However the LORD decides, these 2 world powers will end, and the creation of a One World 
Government will arise as the new “empire”.  

3. The One World Government will (it appears) collapse and the 10-nation confederacy will begin.   
4. From these 10 nations, an 11th will arise and defeat three of the nations. I believe that he will 

rise to power based on his charismatic personality and the power imputed to him by satan and 
allowed by God for his eternal purposes.  

5. It will be this leader that will sign the 7-year Tribulation with Israel.  

 

Because of the imminent nature of the Rapture, we do not know how much we will witness if we 
adhere to the Pre-Trib rapture. But for those who are Mid-Trib you will certainly witness the Antichrist. 
They will see myriads of people worship the “dragon” who gave authority to the “beast”.  

Revelation 13:4-5  So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?"  (5)  And he 
was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue 
for forty-two months. 

 

This is just one interpretation of the prophesies. I makes sense to me but we need to see how this will 
all play out.  What we know for sure is that we are in the church age which is in the End-Times. What 
we will take up after we finish chapter 4 and 5 is whether or not the church is taken home before the 
Tribulation or whether it will be here for the first 42 months of the Tribulation. 

 

 


