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Revelation 6 “The Law” 

 

Revelation 5:2-5  Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and to loose its seals?"  (3)  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll, or to look at it.  (4)  So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to 
open and read the scroll, or to look at it.  (5)  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its 
seven seals." 

 

Many have tried to determine what this scroll represented. Some ideas that have been postulated 
Could it be the scroll in Psalm 40? 

 

Psalms 40:7  Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 

 

Or could it be the scroll written of in Zechariah? 

 

Zechariah 5:1-4  Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll.  (2)  And he 
said to me, "What do you see?" So I answered, "I see a flying scroll. Its length is twenty cubits 
and its width ten cubits."  (3)  Then he said to me, "This is the curse that goes out over the 
face of the whole earth: 'Every thief shall be expelled,' according to this side of the 
scroll; and, 'Every perjurer shall be expelled,' according to that side of it."  (4)  "I will 
send out the curse," says the LORD of hosts; "It shall enter the house of the thief And 
the house of the one who swears falsely by My name. It shall remain in the midst of his 
house And consume it, with its timber and stones." 

 
Or was it the scroll that Jesus read in the synagogue in Nazareth. He was handed the scroll of Isaiah. 
And he found the place where it was written:  
 

Isaiah 61:1-3  "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me 
To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  (2)  To proclaim 
the acceptable year of the LORD…. 

 

Luke 4:20  Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  (21)  And He began to say to them, 
"Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

 

But He stopped reading before the 2nd half of the verse 2 which states: 

 

, And the day of vengeance of our God  

 

This was not fulfilled in that day; it was reserved for a future time and that time is coming upon us.   

 

The idea I like the best is that it is the scroll mentioned in Daniel 12: 
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Daniel 12:1-4  "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over 
the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there 
was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one 
who is found written in the book.  (2)  And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.  (3)  Those 
who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to 
righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.  (4)  "But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and 
seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
increase." 

 

Sealing the book/scroll was to protect it until the time of the End when the fulfillment of the prophesies 
would come about. The prophesies are those recorded in Dan_11:36 to Dan_12:3.  

This what Jesus spoke about in Matthew 24:21  “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has 
not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

 

Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase: Here, Daniel is describing a 
characteristic of the time of the end. Many understand this prophesy as being fulfilled by 
advancements in travel (run to and fro) and an internet-fueled information explosion (knowledge 
shall increase) of our modern age.  

But the idea here is that people will be “running to and fro” trying to seek after the meaning of what is 
happening – searching for any and all answers to their most frantic questions about tomorrow and 
tomorrow’s tomorrow.   However, it can also mean that knowledge of the Scriptures (and The Word), 
will increase as people search the Bible for answers. All I know is, everything else will disappoint – 
only His Word will satisfy and strengthen!     

 
However, We don’t know exactly what John thought was in the Scroll, but he obviously was in tears 
because he thought it would not be opened and thus, it delayed its fulfillment!   Now, one might think 
that what he expected were good things, the fulfillments of all the promises of Messiah, but just as the 
End of Days prophesies foretold, they spoke of vengeance and curses and the expectation of 
Righteous Judgement and Justice is finally going to be meted out on the wicked.    

 

Regardless, John had seen the Lamb of God! 

 

Revelation 5:6-7  And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  (7)  
Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 

 

Only the Christ, the Son of God is worthy to open the seals of this scroll that was held in the right 
hand of the Father who sat on the Throne! 

  

Now, the Lamb is about to unseal the Scroll. There was so much that needed to take place that it was 
written on both sides. This was very unusual for documents at that time.  
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(Revelation 6:1)  Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, "Come and see."  (Revelation 6:2)  And I looked, 
and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer. 

 
Just because the rider is on a white horse doesn’t make him the “good guy”.  And just because 
Jesus is said to be riding a white horse in chapter 19 doesn’t mean it’s the same person. This 
rider had a bow (not a sword) and the crown was of the “stefanos” kind that a man might wear 
or will wear (as a reward in heaven) and not the “diadem” that is normally related to royalty.  I 
think that the crown or title would have come from his work in the Israeli covenant when he 
established his abilities to be the kind of leader that people sought.   It will be soon after that 
that the true nature of this leader will be revealed as he goes out conquering and to conquer. 
 
Therefore, except for those few who still believe that this is Jesus, most everyone else 
understands this to be the Anti-Christ.  The antichrist opposes Christ on everything.  He is 
against Christ although he tries to mimic Him to fool others.  

 He is a tempter – 1 Corinthians 7:5 , Matthew 4:1-11 

 He is the Sinner – 1 John 3:8   

 He is the deceiver – 2 Corinthians 11:3   

 He is the murderer – John 8:44   

 He is the destroyer and thief – John 10:10   

 He is the devourer – 1 Peter 5:8-9   

 He is crafty – Genesis 3:1-5   

 He is a schemer – 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

 He is a tormentor – 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 

We will see as we go thru the book many of the things that he will try to do and actually 
accomplish.  
 

(Revelation 6:3)  When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, 
“Come and see.” (Revelation 6:4)  Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one 
who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there 
was given to him a great sword. 

 
I need to tell you now that these “horsemen” are symbolic representations of what occurs with 
the first 4 seals.  I actually suspect (IMHO) that these are all manifestations of Satan.  But I 
could certainly be wrong.  
 
Wars and more wars will occur. And many will die. And, “that people should kill one another” 
seems to also make the killings personal.  Murder will increase as we have seen with 
terrorism, both foreign and domestic. 
 

(Revelation 6:5)  When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come and 
see." So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 
(Revelation 6:6)  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the 
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wine." 
 

Such widespread destruction will lead to famine and disease. The price of food will rise 
dramatically but our gracious LORD will not allow medicines to be destroyed or horded (oil and 
wine were used for medicinal purposes).  
 

(Revelation 6:7)  When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature 
saying, "Come and see." (Revelation 6:8)  So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of 
him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a 
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 
 

Finally, Death and Hades are loosed. And 25% of the population on the earth will die. 
Remember, hades was the abode for the dead and is also translated hell. The wicked reside 
here until the resurrection and final judgement at the end of the tribulation and the lake of fire.  
 
Interestingly, these “4 horsemen” have a parallel description in Matthew 24 where Jesus is 
answering questions about the end times: 

 

Matthew 24:4-5  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man 
deceive you.  (5)  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many.  (the 1st Horseman – The AntiChrist)  

 

(6)  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all 
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. (7)  For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom:  (the 2nd Horseman – Wars; the “end” is the end 
of the Tribulation which will bring His Kingdom) 

 

and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  (8)  All 
these are the beginning of sorrows. (the 3rd Horseman – Famines; sorrows are birth-
pangs that occur before the birth of the Kingdom of Messiah on earth) 

 

Matthew 24:9  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. (the 4th Horseman – death of those 
who come to Messiah during this first period of the Tribulation.) 

 

Listen:  25% of the earth’s population will be killed or will die as a result of these seals.   That’s 
2 BILLION people or more. No war or epidemic or pandemic has killed that many people!   

 

(Revelation 6:9)  When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. (Revelation 6:10)  And 
they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  (Revelation 6:11)  Then a white robe was given to 
each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the 
number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was 
completed. 

 
During this time, those who saw the truth of what was happening -- that the Tribulation had 
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begun and were killed for their new found faith appear under the altar as the 5th Seal is 
opened.  The image of the altar gives us the idea of their sacrifice as described in Leviticus 4 
where the priest would pour some of the blood of the animal onto the based of the altar.  The 
crying out for vengeance isn’t wrong in itself, just as the blood of Abel cried out for vengeance 
from the ground. These martyrs know that the LORD is the One who avenges in His time and 
in the manner that He chooses.  

 
(Revelation 6:12)  I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 
(Revelation 6:13)  And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when 
it is shaken by a mighty wind.  (Revelation 6:14)  Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled 
up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 

 

Certainly, these natural disasters bring additional death. These things were part of many of the 
passages written by the prophets. For example: 

 

Zephaniah 1:14-15  The great day of the LORD is near; It is near and hastens quickly. 
The noise of the day of the LORD is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out.  (15)  
That day is a day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and 
desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, 

 

Joel 2:10  The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon 
grow dark, And the stars diminish their brightness. 

 

Isaiah 34:1-4  Come near, you nations, to hear; And heed, you people! Let the earth 
hear, and all that is in it, The world and all things that come forth from it.  (2)  For the 
indignation of the LORD is against all nations, And His fury against all their armies; He 
has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the slaughter.  (3)  Also their 
slain shall be thrown out; Their stench shall rise from their corpses, And the mountains 
shall be melted with their blood.  (4)  All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, And 
the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; All their host shall fall down As the 
leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit falling from a fig tree. 

 

John isn’t a scientist. He is simply trying to describe what he is seeing. But we know that great 
earthquakes and even subsequent volcanic activity can darken the skies and cause to moon to 
appear red at night. This is world-wide!  The “stars” are actually meteors or meteorites. But the 
sky receding as a scroll is perhaps a way of describing how our “clear” skies seem to fade 
away.   In addition, the mountain and islands will certainly be moved by the movement of the 
huge tectonic plates of the earth’s crust which will cause the great earthquake. 

 

(Revelation 6:15)  And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the 
mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 
mountains, (Revelation 6:16)  and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from 
the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! (Revelation 6:17)  For 
the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 
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What a picture of how people are made equal. From the richest and most powerful down to the 

“regular folks” all are suffering. Money and power are no help!  Military might is not effective 

(like the calling out of the guard in a disaster today). No, the ones wearing 5,000 suits will find 

themselves hiding next to the homeless and poor. They are wishing for death because they 

understand that the wrath of God has already come (the first 6 seals!).    Had they read or 

understood the Great Book given to all mankind they might have avoided this day: 

 

Nahum 1:6  Who can stand before His indignation? And who can endure the fierceness of His 
anger? His fury is poured out like fire, And the rocks are thrown down by Him. 

 

Malachi 3:2  "But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He 
appears? For He is like a refiner's fire And like launderers' soap. 

 

Romans 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:9  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

I know that these “seal judgments” sound familiar and that perhaps a case can be made that we 
might experience their “unveiling”. I think that’s because they are described without the emotional 
intensity that once might expect from pictures of God’s wrath being poured out.  Some might say that 
the 6th seal alone is the beginning of the wrath of God and that the church went through the first 5 
seals and it was the true church that was pictured under the altar.  

 

But just because John isn’t a great novelist and has at his command words to describe what he is 
seeing, doesn’t make this any less intense than it is. We saw pictures from New York that showed 
many bodies being buried in a mass grave because of covid. That was hundreds, perhaps thousands. 
But what about billions over all the earth?  What about meteorites of all sizes striking the earth?  What 
about the use of biological and nuclear weapons in future wars?   

 

The things described here truly have God’s grace in them. Because we are about to open the 7th seal 
which will bring on the 7 trumpet “judgments” which will be even more intense.  

What we are also reading appears to happen quickly. But many believe that these acts of God’s 
wrath are happening over many months, and perhaps even up to 21 months (or half the 42 months 
that are the 1st half of the 7-year tribulation). 

 

I do believe that the 3 sets of seals, trumpets and bowls are chronological but there are other things 
in this book that appear to be interlaced and out-of-sequence.  These we will dive into as we move 
thru the Revelation.  

 

For today, the issue to consider is:   just because we will not be subject to God’s wrath (in whatever 
degree or manner it is given), doesn’t mean we can ignore what will happen. Many of us have 
unsaved family members. They need to know what will happen. They need to know that it WILL 
happen and if they die without Jesus, whatever they experience in this lifetime cannot be compared to 
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eternal life without God.  They need to know that hundreds of the prophesies given in the Bible have 
already come true and that the ones related to the end times will also come true. No other book, no 
other religion or philosophy ever foretold the future in the way that the Bible has. No other religion has 
adequately described the human condition. No other man-made theory has come close to explaining 
what mankind has experienced and is experiencing today. Evolution cannot explain it. Secular 
Humanism (those who believe there is no god, no afterlife, no sin, etc.) fails to satisfy or to bring true 
peace to the soul.   The warning comes with examples:  just look around today. The things that are 
happening are just small examples of what will come. The hurricanes, the earthquakes, the 
tornadoes, the wars, the diseases, the epidemics and pandemics are just a foretaste of what will 
happen. Doomsayers?  YES!  and for good reason! 

 

We have a mandate to tell others the truth. And that Truth is Jesus who came to save sinners like us. 
The Truth is, there is only one way to God, that that Way is Jesus. If God is God, then Only He gets 
to decide how those made in His Image must come to Him. If He decides that there’s only One Way, 
so be it. Every other way is a lie and a trapdoor to hell.   

 

His Word shall not fail you—He promised; 
Believe Him, and all will be well: 
Then go to a world that is dying, 
His perfect salvation to tell! 

During this study, every page, every word, make sure you 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of His glory and grace. 

 


