
1 | P a g e  
 

Revelation 8 – First 4 Trumpets of God 

 

As we read through this fascinating and confusing prophesy, we quickly realize that there are things 
we simply do not understand.  Now, imagine how John felt when trying to record the things and 
events he was trying to record. There’s also a mystery behind the intersection of John’s 
understanding and his language and the inspiration and direction of the Holy Spirit when He directed 
men or women to record what would become Holy Scriptures.   Now, add to that our abilities to 
properly translate the languages into our modern language and not just the specific words (as they 
were used 2000 years ago) but the mindset of those writers.    

 

My point is, as we read this book or any other of the 66 books in the Bible, our humanness will limit 
our understanding.  We must, therefore, know that God has revealed to us things that require faith to 
understand and accept the truths behind the words.  

 

This will be important today as we try to imagine what John was witnessing and the difficulty in 
describing things he never saw before in his life!  It’s important to also understand that some of the 
things are outside the natural order of things, that is, they are supernatural, miraculous events that 
could only be understood as a “God-thing”.  

 

It’s perfectly ok and natural not to understand. God created mysteries and paradoxes where by two 
opposing ideas are both true. We spoke of free-will vs the sovereignty of God;  we spoke about mercy 
and justice; and in this book, in particular, we see a human being recording things in his own 
language, within the context of his time and culture, and at the same time being directed by the Holy 
Spirit to write things that are outside his realm of understanding.  Here’s a good verse to keep in 
mind: 

 

Deuteronomy 29:29 NKJV  "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things 
which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of 
this law. 

 

(that’s not legalism, for we know that the Spirit of the Law is good, holy and just).  

 

And, here we are, even today, trying to make sense of what we are reading. We must humbly accept 
that some of the details will never make sense   and that’s ok.  The important thing is trying to discern 
is the utter consistency of Scripture to reveal the character of our God.  Is He who He has revealed 
Himself to be? Is He good?  Is He Just? Is He loving? Is He not a hyped-up super-human like those 
so-called gods created by the vain imaginations of man?   And, just as important, we must also 
discern the utter consistency of how Scripture portrays us, which is summed up by the phrase “sinful 
nature”.  

 

I bring this up because from the seals, to the trumpets to the bowls a lot of things happen that might 
cause confusion or even unbelief.  We must lean heavily upon Jesus’ breast and know that we might 
not know what is going on.  Things are not as clear and clean-cut as we want.  The “things which 
must take place after” implies chronological events, but we’ve already seen that this isn’t always the 
case.    
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So, before the first seal was opened, there was a pause in the action (or perhaps being in heaven, 
John was seeing things from a timeless, eternal perspective.  Then after 6 seals (which I do believe 
are chronological but without the actual lengths of time given for each, we paused again to witness 
the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish men who were to evangelize the whole world.  This appeared to 
happen at the beginning of the Tribulation and then the chapter then describes the results of that 
evangelizing: a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and 
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  ( verses 9-10).   John was told by an elder that these came out 
of the “great tribulation” – which we haven’t read about yet! 

 

We had to conclude that this heavenly scene appeared to be a broad stroke of the whole tribulation 
period to give us comfort that God’s mercy will extend into this period of world-wide turmoil and wrath.  

 

We ended last week with the first 5 verses of chapter 8: 

 

Revelation 8:1-5 NKJV  When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour.  (2)  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were 
given seven trumpets.  (3)  Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at 
the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints 
upon the golden altar which was before the throne.  (4)  And the smoke of the incense, with the 
prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand.  (5)  Then the angel took 
the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, 
thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 

 

In these verses,  we saw another heavenly scene that seemed to give us  another pause in the 
action.  There was about 30 minutes of silence. While it is symbolic of many things, it best to see it as 
utter calm before a massive storm.  Then we read about the golden censer whose burning incense 
was offered to God (just as it was offered to Him on earth). The offering was made with the prayers of 
the tribulation martyrs. After the offering, the censer was filled up with fire and then thrown down to 
the earth where the “noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake” were witnessed.    

 

All I can say is, “Hold on to your hats, you ain’t seen nothing yet!” 

 

(Revelation 8:6 NKJV)  So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to 
sound. 

 
The Greek word used here for “prepared themselves” has the connotati0n of something 
internal being prepared, that is, the angels had to focus on what they were about to unleash on 
the earth. Perhaps this took place during the 30-minute timeout.  
 
Who are these 7 angels?  We are not sure but there is a reference to them in an Apocryphal 
book called Tobit (it is in the Catholic bible and not normally in the Protestant Canon).  Since 
many commentors thought it was ok to quote, I will also offer it with reservations. Tobit, the 
author of this book asked for prayer to heal his daughter-in-law. An angel came to heal her and 
said: 
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(Tobit 12:15 KJVA)  I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels, which present the prayers 
of the saints, and which go in and out before the glory of the Holy One. 

 
In the NT, when an angel came to John the Baptist’s father when he was serving in the 
Temple,  and angel came with a message. In verse 19 he said,  
 

(Luke 1:19 NKJV)  And the angel answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the 
presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 

 

Jewish writings say that the names of these angels are Uriel, Reziel, Metatron (this is the only 

Greek name used in Jewish liturgy and the ancient writings claim that when Enoch was 

translated to heaven, he was transformed into this Angel…not)… let’s continue…and Laila, 

Michael and Gabriel. I suppose that Raphael rounds out the 7.  Remember, this is related to 

Jewish Mysticism and one non-canonical book and must be taken with a grain of salt (except 

for Michael and Gabriel)  

The 7 trumpets.  In the OT trumpets were blown in order to gather up the people before they 
would have to depart from where they camped; they would be blown to sound an alarm for 
war; they were also blown to announce the new moon because many of their ordained feasts 
and other rituals depended upon them. 

 

And like the seals, they were blown over time out of an abundance of mercy. Some put these 
all within the last 21 months of the first half of the Tribulation;  Like I said last time, there are 
many who think that these take place over the entire 7 years where each set of 7 judgments 
are simply retold with more details and descriptions given by John. 

 
(Revelation 8:7 NKJV)  The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, 
and they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass 
was burned up. 

 
The first trumpet is certainly reminiscent of the 7th plague on Pharaoh and all of Egypt. There 
was hail and fire but this time there was blood mixed in the hail.  Some believe this was a 
redness due to the fire but there’s no reason to believe that God couldn’t have had the “blood 
of the martyrs” mixed into the hail.  Or could it have been the Blood of the Lamb?   
 
The irony is that in Egypt, the Israelites were protected from this plague by God to show that 
the LORD made a distinction between the Jewish nation and Egypt.  The 1st coming of Jesus 
showed us that there is no partiality with God – both Jew and Gentile are equal in the sight of 
God as Paul taught in Romans: 
 

Romans 2:8-9 NKJV  but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath,  (9)  tribulation and anguish, on every 
soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 

  

The target of the hail was vegetation:  1/3 of all the trees of the earth and all the green grass 
(grass could refer to herbs or vegetation).  One would have to assume that if someone didn’t 
take cover, they would be killed as well.  In any event, this would have had a devastating effect 
on the food supply and the “balance of nature” since trees and other plants turn carbon 
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monoxide into oxygen and all manner of creatures depend on these to live.    
 

One figure puts the number of trees on the earth at 3 trillion!   The sudden destruction of 1 
trillion trees is terribly difficult to imagine.  

 
(Revelation 8:8 NKJV)  Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain 
burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. (Revelation 8:9 
NKJV)  And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were 
destroyed. 
 

The second trumpet reminds us of the first plague in Egypt: the Nile turning to blood after it 
was struck by the Rod of God.  John says that something like a “great mountain” was thrown 
into  “the sea”. At that time, John only knew about the Mediterranean Sea and not the other 
seas and oceans. We have seen that the greatness of this Tribulation is its world-wide scope.    
 

John describes “something like” a mountain which clearly is an exceptionally large object but 
not an actual mountain.  It could be massive meteor that strikes the ocean. Regardless of 
where it struck, the results are cataclysmic, affecting all of the world’s oceans. 1/3 of the sea 
creatures are killed and their blood pollutes the water.  It is impossible to estimate the number 
of fish/mammals that were killed just as it would be impossible to know the number of ships.  

Because there are several places in scripture where a “great mountain” is been a symbol for a 
nation or government, some say that this is all just symbolic.  For example, In Jeremiah 51, the 
LORD likens Babylon as a “destroying mountain”.   However, in this context, it’s difficult to see 
how a nation can destroy 1/3 of the creatures of all the oceans!  If a nation is a symbol, then 
what of the seas and its creatures?  They would have to be symbols as well… 

 
(Revelation 8:10 NKJV)  Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, 
burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. (Revelation 
8:11 NKJV)  The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and 
many men died from the water, because it was made bitter. 

“A great star” that has a name falls as a result of the third trumpet. We know that given the size 
of a star, it could not be a literal star. But could it also be a comet or meteor?   Again, some try 
to make this out to be a symbol of a conqueror or even a heretical philosophy invading the 
church.  But again, a symbol just doesn’t make sense.  

Wormwood is a bitter plant and is often used to speak of bitterness, unrighteousness misery, 
and affliction.  In the context of these passages, however, it appears to be another object from 
the heavens hitting the earth.  The target was fresh water which were turned bitter, too bitter 
to drink.  One third of the drinking water became unpotable and “many men died”. 

There are about 165 major waterways in the world plus innumerable smaller ones. Whatever 
the LORD sent to the earth must have splintered apart in our atmosphere, landing exactly 
where He intended!! 

BTW:  remember the bitter waters of Exodus 15?  Moses threw a tree into the water to 
sweeten it.  Was this symbolic of the Tree on which Jesus hung that resulted in the sweetness 
of living waters that He gave us to drink and never thirst again?  Jesus is still offering living 
waters and will do so during the Tribulation.  Bitter waters cannot satisfy nor sustain life. That 
can only come from Messiah Jesus! 
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(Revelation 8:12 NKJV)  Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a 
third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day 
did not shine, and likewise the night. 
 

Again, many believe that this is a physical act of God. The word “struck” is only used here in 
the NT.  The word may mean to pound once!   God will supernaturally cause 1/3 of the sun, 
moon, and stars to no longer give off light.  This is reminiscent of the darkness that the LORD 
created in Egypt in Exodus 10 where the darkness was total, and you could not even see your 
hand in front of your face.  The light of the sun, moon and stars aren’t obscured by smoke or 
any other thing…it is darkened by God. 
 
Jesus said: the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light (Mat_24:29). Both Joel 

(2:30) and Isaiah (34:4) speak of this phenomenon.  

  
It is hard to imagine how anyone could survive the first 4 trumpets. But while many have died, these 
are but a warning of things to come. The final three trumpets are truly unbelievable. But they are first 
preceded by a warning!   
 
(Revelation 8:13 NKJV)  And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, 
saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining 
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 
 

Those in heaven are told in advance that the last remaining trumpets will be more intense than 
the first 4.   
 
While the preceding trumpets were severe, we were told that many have died – but that’s a 
very subjective word.   The first 4 trumpets had an direct effect on food, water and even 
comfort (light which would also affect our body’s sense of daily rhythms (just ask those who 
work the night shift; you never quite get used to sleeping in the daytime and waking up at 
night).  
 
But here the disasters are given by God to demonstrate his Lordship over all creation.  Did He 
not say over and over again in the book of Exodus regarding the plagues, “that you may know 
that I am the LORD?”?   

 

The repetition of the word “woe” is meaningful.   Three is a number of perfection and unity. It 
can also mean completion.  Here it is also a warning that the final 3 trumpets will cause a huge 
grief to be experienced. ???   

The first woe (5th trumpet) is in Chapter 9;  the second (6th trumpet) and third (7th trumpet) are  
in Chapter 11.  

The first four trumpets also reveal the mercy of God’s judgment; these are partial judgments 
striking only one-third, and are meant to warn and lead a rebellious world to repentance before 
the final curtain. For now, God spares more than He kills. 

How anyone can think this isn’t the wrath of God is beyond me. However, like the seals, the 
trumpets are spread out over time. Time is becoming a scarce commodity and the LORD is still 
wanting men to return to Him and receive forgiveness and reconciliation that will lead to an 
eternal relationship with the Godhead. 
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As God shows mercy in the Tribulation, we know that billions of people will die needlessly.  It seems 
from reading this book and many will prefer walking into hell saying, “Well, at least I did it my way”. All 
God is asking is that those He created in His own image renounce their pride and stop believing that 
they are god. All He asks is that they accept His terms of surrender and come back to Him through 
the only way He allows:  His Son Jesus, who became one of us and then became sin for us and then 
die for us.  Then He rose for us and carried His blood into the Holy of Holies to make atonement for 
us.   

I bring all this up because we must understand that there will billions of people who will go through all 
of this. His mercy is available even today. His Grace is powerful enough to melt the hardest heart.  
We must at least try to reach people with the truth of Christ and His salvation so that they can avoid 
the wrath of God which will be coming upon the world.   

 

Tell them that when the things begin to happen in the world that were prophesized in this Book and in 
the Bible, tell them that God is doing all this to penetrate their unbelieving hearts and wicked ways so 
that they shall know that the Great I am is the LORD!  

Tell them that those who are left behind after the true Church disappears will be shattered, either 
physically or emotionally or both. Warn them in advance that there will be things that will take place 
on earth that they will think are just occurring in the normal physical world. Perhaps that young 
Swedish girl will blame “climate change” or that young congresswoman who will say that her “new 
green deal” is our only hope for salvation. Tell them that these are lies.  Tell them that when they see 
someone who appears to be a savior make a deal with Israel guaranteeing 7 years of peace, things 
on earth will appear peaceful and pleasant but, in Heaven, God is preparing to unleash His wrath on 
the wicked who say there is no God, who act as if there is no God and will suffer in their utter self-
centeredness. Tell them that while Israel is at the center of this 7-year period, it will also affect every 
gentile on the earth. Many will hate God for this. Many will scoff and accuse the God of Love of being 
hateful, spiteful, and “unfair” in His judgments.  Tell them to read the Book; Read the OT and see how 
far sin has penetrated every culture and society throughout the world throughout all time. Tell them to 
read the NT where God offers the only way to avoid these seven years:  a firm foundation, a rock on 
which to stand and a salvation (with forgiveness for every sin ever committed) for simply believing 
that Jesus is the only Way to the only Truth so that they can live forever with the One who gives Life.    
They have the choice to “do it their way” but that way will lead to death.  Living God’s way leads to life 
eternal in a place where there will no more tears, sorrow, pain, hunger or thirst (to name a few).  
There will be fellowship with men and women and fellowship with God. There is nothing here on earth 
that satisfies at all.  Here’s an idea!  Tell them to read Ecclesiastes to understand that everything 
“under the sun” is meaningless and the grasping after wind IF they take God out of their lives.  And if 
they decide to chase after things that are NOT GOD, let them but warn them that they will not find joy 
in anything other than Jesus, the Son of the Living God! 

  


