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Revelation 9 
 
Like the first four seals, the first four trumpets of chapter 8 targeted the earth (the opened seals 
brought a conqueror, war, famine, and death of those who dwell on earth).   The first four trumpets 
were ecological disasters on vegetation, seas, fresh water, and the sky. 

 
I personally don’t understand how anything can exist with 1/3 of the critical parts of the food chain 
simply wiped out.  But life on earth appears to have a resiliency that is truly remarkable. Even after 
major earthquakes, volcanos, hurricanes, floods and tornados, humans seem to rise above the 
disasters to get back to “normal”.   As we have come to understand, even with the true Church gone, 
there will also be multitudes who will come to understand the supernatural origins of these 
catastrophes and yield to the Holy Spirit unto salvation.  
 
But perhaps more people will dig in their heels and refuse to see these things as nothing more than 
“Mother Earth” getting back at the world for causing climate change that is destroying the earth.  
These are the ones who, if they believe there is a God, will shake their fists at Him and curse Him. 
How much more can God do to show His displeasure at the those whose hearts and minds are 
reaching the point where He gives them over to their vile passions, uncleanness, and the lusts of their 
hearts?   
 
The only hope they have is to come to the Father, through the Son by the work of God the Holy Spirit 
who can show them that even in the midst of these things, God’s mercy is still available.  Remember 
what Paul wrote to the Romans: 
 

Romans 2:3-4  [Or] do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, 
not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 

 

Anyone who survives any of these judgments, is proof enough of His grace – grace to accept the 
truth.  Coming to God during this time will give even more meaning to the verse in Psalms 116, 
“Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints.”  (Psalms 116:15) 

 

Last week we ended with 

 

(Revelation 8:13)  And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with 
a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the 
trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 

 
Now, the first woe! 

 

(Revelation 9:1)  Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To 
him was given the key to the bottomless pit. 

  
The last three seals focused on the heavens, including the sky and scenes in heaven itself.  
The last three trumpets will focus on hell and the demonic forces that will be unleashed.  
 
The “star” was a person as indicated by the personal pronoun. “Fallen” indicates that this was 
sometime in the past. It was after he had fallen to earth that he was given a key to the abyss.  
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Who is this star?   The suggestions run the gamut from Satan all the way to Jesus with one of 
many men or angels in between.   Most say that it is an angel and of those, they believe it to 
be satan.  Satan does not have a key to hell, only Jesus. But Jesus has the authority to give 
authority to whomever He desires.   
 
The “angel” has the authority to open the bottomless pit.  
 

(Revelation 9:2)  And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of 
a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit. 
 

The Greek word for ‘bottomless’ is ‘abyss’. The imagery tends towards what we think of as 
hell: a great furnace of perpetual burning with enough smoke that it can obscure the sun. It’s 
easy to imagine it but difficult to think in terms of physicality or location. How all this “works” 
inside the earth, is beyond my pay grade. I simply accept it by faith and move on.    
 
But, remember the demoniac in Luke 8?  The demons were so frightened of Jesus, that they 
begged Him not to send them to the abyss. Jesus allowed them to enter into a herd of pigs 
which ironically led them to their demise in the Sea of Galilee.  
 
Now, you might come across an interpretation of this verse that spiritualizes the “star”, “key” 
and “pit”.  Some maintain that the star is Jesus, the key is the Word of God and the pit is 
human-nature whereby the rejection of the word leads to “horrors” being unleashed by evil 
people.  This is a stretch of the plain meaning of the text. 
 
Out of the 9 places the word ‘bottomless pit’ is used, 7 are in this Book.  The OT has a similar 
concept where the English words are “pit”, grave and hell (Sheol).  But, in the OT, the place 
has two “compartments”, ‘Abraham’s bosom for the saints’ and hell for the wicked (as told to 
us by Jesus in Luke 16).   In the NT there is a distinction between a place called hell 
(Gehenna) and the bottomless pit.  
 

(Revelation 9:3)  Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, 
as the scorpions of the earth have power.  (4)  They were commanded not to harm the grass of the 
earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads.  
 

Once again, the power they will wield on the earth has been given to them.   
 
These locusts were given power to inflict severe pain. They were restrained by commandment 
not to destroy vegetation or to harm any of God’s people who have been sealed on their 
foreheads. While this obviously refers to the 144,000 men from Chapter 7, most believe that all 
believers are spared this torment.  
 
How will they harm those without the seal on their foreheads? 
 

(Revelation 9:5)  And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. 
Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. (6)  In those days men will 
seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them. 
 

Their authority extended to torment the wicked but not to kill them. John likens it to a sting of a 
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scorpion. But this sting is not like any earthly sting.  It will be so strong that whoever is stung 
will beg to die but they will not find release. Also, it doesn’t mean that everyone will suffer for 5-
months but that it will take five-months for them to traverse the earth. 
 
Those who are stung will desire death. Sadly, they are deceived into thinking that what awaits 
them is better than what they are experiencing.  They have bought into the lies of those they 
worship (the religion behind the idols) to believe that what awaits them is a better place.  But 
God does not allow death to come. 
 
BUT are these really locusts? 
 

(Revelation 9:7)  The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads were 
crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. (8)  They had hair like 
women's hair, and their teeth were like lions' teeth.  (9)  And they had breastplates like breastplates of 
iron, and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running into battle. 
(10)  They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men 
five months. (11)  And they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name 
in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
 

The locusts are described by John as best he could.  The repetition of the word “like” certainly 
leads to the conclusion that these are not literal locusts but demonic beings that came out of 
the Pit.   
 
The locusts appeared to be shaped like horses but had faces like men. They wore crowns (not 
royal ones) that appeared to be gold but weren’t. They had long hair and huge teeth. Their 
chests were covered in iron.  And, if that wasn’t strange enough, they had wings.   Their tails 
were not hair but rather they looked like scorpion tails with huge stingers.  
 
This takes us back to the plague in Exodus 10  but I’d like to read a passage from Joel Chapter 
1: 

 

Joel 1:2-4  Hear this, you elders, And give ear, all you inhabitants of the land! Has 
anything like this happened in your days, Or even in the days of your fathers?  (3)  
Tell your children about it, Let your children tell their children, And their children another 
generation.  (4)  What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; What the 
swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, 
the consuming locust has eaten. 

 

The horde of demons had a king. John gives both the Hebrew name and the Greek name.  
  
Abaddon and Apollyon:  The Greek is only used once in the NT and it is personified as a 
destroying Angel.   Many believe that this “king” is  satan.  After all did not Jesus say that he 
came “to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.”? 
  

In the OT there are 5 verses about “Abaddon” but it isn’t a person but a word that means 
destruction. Three times in Job, destruction is paired with hell, death, and fire.   (Job_26:6 ; 
Job_28:22;  Job_31:12) . Even in Psalms 88 and Proverbs 15, the word is translated 
destruction.   

These last 11 verses of chapter 9 have one assumption:  nothing occurs without the expressed 
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will and authority of God.  He gives the angel and the demons the power and authority to do 
His will.  And, like Satan in the book of Job, these also are kept on a leash to do only what God 
allows and not one small thing more!  
 
Is God cruel?  To the unregenerate mind, yes. But I would call all Revelation’s judgments 
divine “justice”.  Who is the target of these seals and trumpets?  Those who dwell on the earth 
who have killed the innocent, enslaved men and women and forced them to be objects of 
perverted sexual appetites, killed God’s chosen for simply being His own.   
 
And besides this, those who dwell on the earth (whose citizenship is not in heaven) are “lovers 
of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; they are 
unrighteous fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners  
2 Timothy 3:2-4; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10     
 

Those who practice these things and teach others to do so, will NOT inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

 

After 5 months, the torment will end.  We are not told how many, were ‘cut to heart’ (remember 
Peters’ sermon in Acts 2) and would call upon the Name of the LORD and be saved!    

However, there are still more woes to come.  

 

(Revelation 9:12)  One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things.  
(13)  Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
which is before God, (14)  saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels 
who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 
 

This altar, a golden one, is the place where incense was burned representing the prayers of 
the saints.  The four corners are where the blood of the sacrifice was applied (Read Exodus 
30:1-10 for a good description of the golden altar).  
  
The persistent imagery of burning incense is important. Prayers are as important in the End-
Times drama as they are now.   
 
With a blast of a Trumpet, the sixth angel releases four more angels to fulfill the purposes of 
God.  These angels were bound at the Euphrates River.  Being bound, most believe that these 
angels are “fallen” angels. 
 
Why the Euphrates river? The Euphrates is the great river that is the extent of the Promised 
land to the east. It is the great river of Eden. Much happened over the course of time this 
region.  There was the first sin and the first murder. There was the first revolt against God 
after He specifically told the post-flood peoples to scatter. And, this was accomplished by the 
first dictator, Nimrod.  And, of course, it flowed down to the infamous city of Babylon!     

 
(Revelation 9:15)  So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and 
year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 
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We are not told how these angels were prepared and the Greek word doesn’t give us any 
additional understanding. 
 
Nonetheless, their preparation was for a very precise time, a specific year, month, day and 
hour!  When that time came, they were released to kill 1/3 of all mankind.  Again, this is the will 
of God being worked out! 
 
In Revelation 6:8, 25% of the earth’s population were killed.  Now, 1/3 of the remaining 
population were to be killed.  Added together, we are talking about over ½ of the people who 
dwell  on the earth are currently gone. That now comes to about 4+ billion.   How could these 
four angels do this?  

 
(Revelation 9:16)  Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the 
number of them. 
 

The angels apparently amassed a huge army. I do believe that the number is literal because of 
the number that is given.  However, the idea that this is China has many difficulties and I don’t 
think it is China.   

 
China was totally unknown and nothing in the verses indicate that there’s a mystery to this 
army. It starts from the Euphrates River not China.   The “fact” that China has boasted of an 
army of 200 million has not been verified as far as I can tell. Besides some believe that if you 
add up all of the Muslim armies in the world, that too can be upwards of 200,000,000 or more.  

 
But is this a human army or something else? 
 

(Revelation 9:17)  And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had 
breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like 
the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. (18)  By these three 
plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out 
of their mouths.  (19)  For their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like 
serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. 
 

There were riders who were unnamed and only described with having breastplates whose 
colors align with the fire, smoke and brimstone that came out of the mouths of the horses.  It 
wasn’t the riders who did the killing, but the horses!!   
 
These horses are similar to the locust/demons in verses 7-10 but even more terrifying.  The 
fire, smoke and brimstone are called “plagues” and are worldwide.  Sounds like Sodom and 
Gomorrah but that was child’s play compare to this.  
 
God is still restraining His wrath so that only 1/3 of mankind is killed. Or another way to see it is 
He is still extending His Grace to those who are willing to accept it! 
 

(Revelation 9:20)  But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of 
the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, 
brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. (21)  And they did not repent 
of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
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A sad tale of self-willed idolaters who refused to acknowledge  the Source of these things OR 
acknowledge their culpability in their behavior and certainly the wickedness of their hearts.   
And it is beyond heartbreaking that so many choose wickedness instead of righteousness. 
This is our heartache today as we see our loved one’s obstinate refusal to believe the Truth.  

 
During all this time, nearly all of the world is living in an idolatrous manner.  While we don’t see much 
in the world today about the worship of physical idols, idolatry has been and still is the worship of 
anything or anyone that is NOT the True God.  Many would not admit to idolatry but they are quick to 
believe in the impersonal “universe” for their sustenance or fortunate circumstances.  We have all 
witnessed the worship of gold and other precious things.  And certainly, we have seen the self-
worship that people in power or fame exhibit.   

 
But even with the obvious outpouring of God’s wrath, they still refused to allow their hearts to have 
access to the Holy Spirit. They outright reject the Source of forgiveness and salvation.    
 
Psalms 115:1-8  Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, Because of Your 
mercy, Because of Your truth.  (2)  Why should the Gentiles say, "So where is their God?"  (3)  But 
our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.  (4)  Their idols are silver and gold, The work of 
men's hands.  (5)  They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see;  
(6)  They have ears, but they do not hear; Noses they have, but they do not smell;  (7)  They have 
hands, but they do not handle; Feet they have, but they do not walk; Nor do they mutter through their 
throat.  (8)  Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them. 

 

And, as bad as idolatry is, it a gift that keeps on giving;  murders, sorceries which in the Greek means 
drug use, also sexual immorality of all kinds and thievery (the cause of which is covetousness). 

 

That God is still granting repentance to these miserable and wicked creatures is a testimony of His 
long-suffering, His grace and love He has towards those who are perishing without reconsidering His 
offer of eternal life.  

 

Ezekiel 33:11  Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord GOD, 'I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For 
why should you die, O house of Israel?' 

 

So, is this lack of repentance the line that they crossed such that from this time forward, no 
repentance will be granted?  With 6 trumpets sounded, many believe we are at the mid-point in the 7-
year Tribulation.  Those who believe in the mid-trib rapture or the pre-wrath rapture should be excited 
to see that the Bride will soon be taken up to be with Jesus in heaven. But surely, She is bruised and 
broken, crushed by the weight of His displeasure as She tries to hold on from the aftermath of the 
death and destruction that has come upon those who dwell on the earth. Most certainly She would 
wonder why Her generation was chosen to experience this wrath above all those who came before 
and have gone home to be with their Savior.  But God has not appointed this wrath to His faithful 
Bride, the true Church.  

 

Our take-aways are the same as before.  As the Bride, we are in heaven worshipping God. That 
worship comes in the form of praise but also in the form of prayers.  And, because He has not called 
us home, we still have a calling to tell others about the Gospel of Christ Jesus. The simple truth that 
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we can not save ourselves by our faith in works, in our humanistic philosophies and religions or by 
faith in an impersonal universe. The simple truth is that faith in Jesus is the only way to God because 
only the Creator has the right to define the path that leads to Life.  The simple truth is, if one doesn’t 
not believe in God, it doesn’t mean that there is no God. The simple truth is, if you don’t acknowledge 
Him or His Son, you will spend eternity without Him in utter darkness where no amount of wishing, 
pleading or crying will reverse the decisions one makes “under the sun”.  The simple truth is, God 
never, ever pushed anyone through the gates of hell but those who chose pride, rebellion and 
wickedness walk freely into their chosen destiny.  Therefore, the simple truth is, God has placed 
eternity in everyone’s heart and, quite simply, “eternity matters”.   


