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Topical:  for Palm Sunday ~ The Triumphal Entry 
 

It was a beautiful day in and around Jerusalem during the month of Nisan. The towns around 

Jerusalem were starting to swell with people who came from Judea, the Galilee and throughout the 

Empire. They came for the first of three Pilgrim feasts: the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. Even more than that, there was excitement in the air over the prospect of seeing a man 

named Yeshua who many claimed to be the Promised One, the Prophet and the Mashiach who 

would free them from the tyrannical strangle-hold of the heathen Romans. Rumors and stories, truths 

and falsehoods, whispers and shouts abounded about the Messiah. Many did not believe the 

accounts of His teachings, healings and other miracles. Those who believed testified that He was the 

One promised by Moses.  

 

Today is called Palm Sunday. At Christmas we celebrate His coming into the world;  Today we 

celebrate His coming to Jerusalem. Next Sunday we celebrate His coming out of the grave and into 

the hearts of all who believe. 

 

But before he came for Jerusalem for the last time, Jesus’ final revelations about what He came to do 

were strange and mysterious to His disciples. Three times He told them about having to go to 

Jerusalem where he would be betrayed and suffer at the hands of the elders, chief priests, scribes 

and even the Gentiles. Then He would be killed and then be raised up on the third day.  

 

But, the words of victory about the resurrection did not penetrate their dull hearts. Luke wrote about 
this: 
 

Luke 18:34 NKJV  But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from 
them, and they did not know the things which were spoken. 

 
On their way up to Jerusalem Jesus never showed any anxiety or fear even though the Cross loomed 
ever larger in the distance. He was still about His Father’s business.  On the way a blind man cried 
out “Son of David”!  Ironically, even this blind man could see the Truth!  Jesus, having compassion for 
him, healed his blindness, and immediately he got up and followed Jesus and glorified God!    
 
Then as he passed through Jericho, He saw a wee little man in a sycamore tree. Jesus called out to 
him,  "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house." (Luke 19:5 
NKJV);  Zacchaeus, a tax collector, but also a man of faith; He was saved that very day.  
 
Along the way He continued to teach them using parables. He knew in their hearts that they were 
expecting Him to be the Conquering King Messiah. So, one parable in Luke 19:11-27 is about a 
nobleman who goes to a far country to receive a kingdom for himself. Before he goes he gives his 
servants money to continue doing his business while he is away. Some however, protested and said, 
“we will not have his man to reign over us”. But the nobleman did receive the kingdom and afterwards 
he returned to his kingdom. While the parable is based on a true story about Herod the Great, the 
purpose of the story is to teach he disciples and US about how we are to be about the Father’s 
business while Jesus is away.  
 
The nobleman returned and asked his servants how they fared with the money he put in their charge. 
Two did well; one did not because of his attitude towards his Master. He didn’t do anything with the 
money, not even putting it into the bank to earn interest. Each of these servants will stand before the 
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Bema Seat of Christ so “…that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what 
he has done, whether good or bad.”  (2 Corinthians 5:10 NKJV)  But those who refused to have him 
reign over them were put to death. 

 
This picture He painted was to show them that at this time, He would not be setting up His kingdom. 
At some future time He would return to set up His kingdom and rule from the very city He is about to 
enter!  But it’s also a picture of His expectations of us, His servants. He’s given us. Even more 
importantly, He taught that we need to “do business” until He returns. What’s our business?  Walk 
His Way, Live His Truth and Share His Life!!  The walking is to do the things He did:  forgive, have 
mercy and love.  The Truth of His Words is to be lived out as our way of life and not just when we feel 
like it. The sharing is giving out what He’s so graciously given us: Himself and Eternal Life found only 
in Him. 
 
They continued their solemn trek up to Jerusalem. Now right before they entered Jerusalem, Jesus 
requested that His disciples get a donkey and her colt and bring them to Him. Perhaps some 
understood. Perhaps some did not. But, Jesus was doing something that would fulfill one of the 300+ 
Messianic prophesies in the OT.  This one was from Zechariah 9:9 NKJV   

"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is 
coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal 
of a donkey. 

 
Yet, the strange thing is not that a king would ride a donkey – OT kings often rode to towns on 
donkeys as a sign of peace.   The strange thing is, Jesus often  resisted the people when they 
wanted to make Him King;  Remember the feeding of the 5000?   
 

John 6:14-15 NKJV  Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, "This 
is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."  (15)  Therefore when Jesus perceived that 
they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the 
mountain by Himself alone. 

 
Jesus was their king but this is not why He came. The eternal covenant between the Father and Son 
was quickly moving towards its goal. He came in humility and in peace, bringing justice and salvation. 
He didn’t want to reign in Israel but to be recognized and accepted that He was already their King – 
the King of their hearts! 
 
As He rode up to Jerusalem, He drew large crowds all along the way.   
Matthew recorded the scene as follows: 
 

Matthew 21:8-9 NKJV  And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut 
down branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  (9)  Then the multitudes who 
went before and those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! 
'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!' Hosanna in the highest!" 
 

And Luke adds: 
 

Luke 19:39-40 NKJV  And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, "Teacher, 
rebuke Your disciples."  (40)  But He answered and said to them, "I tell you that if these should 
keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.". 
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The crowds recognized King Messiah, the Son of David!  They cried out the very words of the 
Psalmist: 

 
Psalms 118:25-26 NKJV  Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.  
(26)  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the 
house of the LORD. 

 

In the Tree of Life translation, these verses read: 

 

Psalms 118:25-26 TLV  Hoshia-na! Please, Adonai, save now! We beseech You, Adonai, 
prosper us!  (26)  Baruch haba b’Shem Adonai—Blessed is He who comes in the Name of 
Adonai. We bless you from the House of Adonai. 

 
There must have been so many different emotions being expressed:  the JOY of the coming King 
Messiah;  The JEALOUSY of the Pharisees because the people were going after this “ignorant 
carpenter’s son whose parentage was suspect”. The WORRY of some of the disciples as they 
recalled His predictions of what was awaiting Him there. The PRIDE of other disciples as they 
witnessed their Rabbi, their Master, their LORD come into the very heart of Judaism and Israel to set 
things right and set them up with Him as He established His Kingdom – once and for all.  
 
We don’t know what Jesus was thinking, but, as He drew near the city from the Mount of Olives, He 
began to weep because He understood all too well what this meant.  
 

Luke 19:42-44 NKJV  saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 
things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  (43)  For days will 
come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and 
close you in on every side,  (44)  and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; 
and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of 
your visitation." 

 
He didn’t weep for Himself. He wept for their hardness of heart; He wept with deep sorrow for their 
blindness to the Truth that was standing in front of them this very day. And, knowing their future, He 
tells them of a coming judgment: the “City of God” would be destroyed and crushed into the very 
earth upon which they stood. Did they not understand what the Prophet John declared when he saw 
Jesus? "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  (John 1:29 NKJV) 

 

Did they forget that the sacrificial lamb was to brought into the house and inspected for 5 days?  
None of these things were thought of as He entered the city for all were blinded by God.  
 
Now, according to the Law, the Passover lamb had to be pure, without spot or blemish. If it wasn’t, it 
could not be used as a sacrifice.  
 
Listen to the instructions regarding the Passover Lamb: 

 

Exodus 12:3-11   “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth of this month 
every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a 
household 
:   
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(5)  “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from 
the sheep or from the goats.  (6)  Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the 
same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.  (7)  
And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of 
the houses where they eat it.      
: 
(11)  ….  It is the LORD's Passover”. 

 
That day He entered was the tenth of Nisan. The true Lamb of God was not conquering the 
Romans. But understand something before we continue: Jesus, the Son of God, Jesus, God 
made flesh, humbled Himself to have the very ones He created to inspect Him as if He was just a 
man, an ignorant Galilean, a false Messiah and powerless King!  The sinners of Jerusalem would 
judge the sinless One. The sin-filled masses would pass sentence on this Man!   
 

So, how did the Jewish leadership test Jesus? 
 

1. They challenged His authority 
Matthew 21:23-46 NKJV  Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the 
elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority 
are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?"  (24)  But Jesus 
answered and said to them, "I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise 
will tell you by what authority I do these things:  (25)  The baptism of John—where was 
it from? From heaven or from men?" And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "If 
we say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?'  (26)  But 
if we say, 'From men,' we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet."  (27)  So 
they answered Jesus and said, "We do not know." And He said to them, "Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I do these things.   

 
Jesus didn’t tell them about the authority He had; The Son of God does not need to defend 
Himself especially since they could not answer one simple question about John the baptizer.  
However, He did tell them three parables to make them see themselves in the Light of God. 

II. Three Parables (21:23-22:14) 

A. The two sons (Mat_21:23-32). 
 
Matthew 21:28-32 NKJV  "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the 
first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.'  (29)  He answered and said, 'I will not,' but 
afterward he regretted it and went.  (30)  Then he came to the second and said likewise. And 
he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go.  (31)  Which of the two did the will of his 
father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax 
collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.  (32)  For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; 
and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him. 

Do you see?  They rejected the Father by their hypocrisy! 

B. The vineyard (Mat_21:33-46). 
 

The next parable involved a landowner and his vineyard. (Matthew 21:33-46). To care for it he 
leased it out to a group of vinedressers. At harvest time he sent his servants twice. Each time 
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they were killed by the vinedressers. The last time, he sent his son thinking that they would 
respect him and give him the produce. But they killed him too!  In Matthew 21:40 "Therefore, 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?"  (41)  They 
said to Him, "He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other 
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons."   
So, they understood!  Then Jesus said to them “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'THE 
STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE. 
THIS WAS THE LORD'S DOING, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES' ?  (43)  "Therefore 
I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits 
of it.  (44)  And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind 
him to powder."   

Do you see?  They rejected the Son who came from His Father.  

C. The wedding (Mat_22:1-14). 
The wedding parable is about a King who arranges a marriage for His Son. He sends out his 
servants to invite them to the wedding. Those who heard the invitation were either were not 
willing to come, some thought it too inconvenient and there were those who thought it was silly 
and then seized the King’s servants and killed them.  The King was furious and he sent out his 
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.  Then, at the King’s command, 
the servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they could find, both 
bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.  Someone tried to get in through a 
back door and he stood out like a sore thumb. The king saw him and had his servants bind him 
and cast into the outer darkness. Then the King said, (14)  "For many are called, but few are 
chosen. 

Do you see?  They rejected the Spirit. They heard the call from the mouths of His 
prophets who only spoke what the Spirit told them. And they killed nearly all of them! 
But the king directed His servants to go out into the world to find those who wanted to 
come and they filled the wedding hall with guests.  

 
Now back to the tests: 
 
2. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar? 

 
Matthew 22:15-22 NKJV  Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle 
Him in His talk.  (16)  And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, 
"Teacher, we know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You 
care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of men.  (17)  Tell us, therefore, 
what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"  (18)  But Jesus 
perceived their wickedness, and said, "Why do you test Me, you hypocrites?  (19)  
Show Me the tax money." So they brought Him a denarius.  (20)  And He said to them, 
"Whose image and inscription is this?"  (21)  They said to Him, "Caesar's." And He said 
to them, "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's."  (22)  When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left 
Him and went their way. 
 
They first spewed out false praise, for if they believed the words they spoke, they would 
have believed He was their Messiah.  But the test was designed to get Him to come 
against Caesar and thereby accuse Him to the Roman governor!  But the Son answered 
rightly: Give Caesar what is due him AND give God what is due Him as well.  If they 
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loved God, they would love his Son! 
 

3. The Resurrection  Matthew 22:23-33 NKJV   
The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him with a 
convoluted story of a widow and all of her dead husband’s brothers who married her 
then they too died. Finally, the widow also dies.  Then the Sadducees asked, “In the 
resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her."  (29)  Jesus 
answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the 
power of God.  (30)  For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels of God in heaven.  (31)  But concerning the resurrection of the dead, 
have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying,  (32)  'I AM THE GOD OF 
ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB'? God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living."  (33)  And when the multitudes heard this, they were 
astonished at His teaching. 

 
4. What is the Great Commandment in the Law? 

Matthew 22:34-40 NKJV  But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together.  (35)  Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a 
question, testing Him, and saying,  (36)  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in 
the law?"  (37)  Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 
ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  (38)  This 
is the first and great commandment.  (39)  And the second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  (40)  On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets." 
 
With the Sadducees being silenced, the Pharisees tested Him on His understanding of 
the Law. Afterall, He was from Galilee and nothing good comes out from there!  But 
Jesus not only gives them the correct answer (Love God), He tells them that there is 
another that is equally great (Love others). These two commands will fulfill the entire 
Law of Moses.   
 

Now Jesus turns the tables. He asks them one of the two big questions that every person must 
answer. The first is, “What do think about the Messiah?” and “Whose Son is He?”. Both are 
important because you can say that Jesus is the Messiah but is He God?  I went through this very 
thing. I read the Scriptures and I knew that He was the Messiah but I didn’t understand His divinity 
(actually, at first, I tried to prove that He couldn’t be God…Thank God I couldn’t!). 

 
We read about this encounter in Matthew 22:41-46.  Jesus uses Psalm 110 that David wrote under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The respond correctly that the Messiah is a descendant of David!  
The trap is set. He said to them, "How then does David in the Spirit call Him 'LORD,' saying:  (44)  
'THE LORD SAID TO MY lord, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, TILL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES YOUR 
FOOTSTOOL" '?  (45)  If David then calls Him 'LORD,' how is He his Son?"  (46)  And no one was 
able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare question Him anymore. 

David, in the Spirit, says “GOD said to my Lord”. Only the Lord, the Messiah could site at his right 
hand!    If God is speaking to David’s “Lord”   in the present therefore, this Lord already exists. How 
could this David’s descendant if He wasn’t born yet?  That is, He must be more than a human heir of 
King David!  He was the Son of David; He was the Son of Man; but most importantly, He was the Son 
of God.  
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Jesus easily passes all the tests. The leadership was blind to the fact that they were inspecting the 
Passover Lamb.  The NC Scriptures tell us that He was without spot (Hebrews 9:14) and without sin 
(Hebrews 4:15).  They tell us that God made Him an acceptable sacrifice by having Him become sin 
for us.  But at that time, the Scriptures also spoke but they refused to listen. 

The Scriptures told of His life, His death and the three days before His resurrection!  They also 
predicted that very few would believe the witness of the disciples.  

Isaiah 53:1-12 NKJV  Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed?  (2)  For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him.  
(3)  He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as 
it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  (4)  Surely He has borne 
our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.  (5)  
But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for 
our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  (6)  All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  (7)  
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the 
slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  (8)  He was 
taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from 
the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.  (9)  And they made His 
grave with the wicked— But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was 
any deceit in His mouth.  (10)  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When 
You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the 
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.  (11)  He shall see the labor of His soul, and be 
satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.  
(12)  Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He 
bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors. 


