
Page | 1 
 

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning…” 

Did you ever wonder what was going on before God created the Heavens and earth?   Did you ever 

think about why God waited all that time before He moved to create?   Have you ever wondered why 

God created all this knowing what would happen before He spoke His first Word, “Be Light”? 

We only know after the fact of creation, so we often assume that all there was, was nothingness. 

There doesn’t seem to be a lot to do in the vastness and emptiness of space! 

Again, I ask, “What was God doing for the eons of time before He created the heavens and earth?  

And where did He live? 

The questions are somewhat meaningless in the light of the revelation of Genesis 1:1.  

Space, time and matter are all created things. They were all created on the first day (actually, before 

it was called “day”).  We have a very difficult time understanding this because we too were created. 

We can only know as much as we can see, taste, hear, touch and smell.  

With God, there is no space, no time and no matter.  God is Spirit and as He told Moses, “I AM that I 

AM” meaning  God is self-existent and therefore exists outside of His creation. 

But as to the question of what He was doing in the ever-present “now”, we can only guess or try to 

express with language that came when He created us: 

Before the Beginning was God  

and before that Was God.  

And the only Something that existed is God. 

  

And God did what He is. He Loved.  

Love flowed from Father to Son to Spirit to the Son to Father.  

But love, it seems, couldn’t be contained. Love desired Expression.  

Love desired Manifestation. So,  

 

In the Beginning God Created the heavens and earth.  And so, He created space, time and 

matter.  A universe in which to create the object of His Love:  You and Me.   

 

A finite place of infinite beauty, wonder, amazement, joy, and an endless number of things to 

touch, see, smell, taste and hear.   

 

You and Me.  

 

Created with a spirit, soul and body.  



Page | 2 
 

Created with the ability to freely choose. And regardless of those choices,  our God still calls 

out, “Where are you?”.   

When we say, “Here LORD!”, we become His  

Never to be Abandoned.  

Never to be Forsaken.  

Never to be Lost.  

Forever and Ever.  

In His Love. 

 

Those are my pitiful words, but hear the simple and profound words of the Psalmist: 

 

In Psalm 90:2 we read: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the 

earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”  

 

We who are His children have His Word and His Spirit dwelling in us. His Word makes it abundantly 

clear that there is a “faith’ aspect to our knowing  God.  In our finiteness there will always be things 

we do not understand   simply because we are  not capable of taking it in.  
 

But God revealed some details about what took place before “in the Beginning”. 

These are, I think, best expressed by those who came long before us: 

 

John 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 

before the world was.  

Before the world was, the Godhead existed in Glory, sharing perhaps that glory between the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

John 17:24  “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they 

may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the 

world.  

Before the world was, love existed between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Ephesians 1:4  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and without blame before Him in love,  

Before the world was, we were chosen to be holy and blameless because of His love and His 

eternal purposes.  

1 Peter 1:20  He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 

these last times for you  

Before the world was, the Godhead was in complete and perfect agreement that the Son was 

to be the Christ Who was manifested for us to pay the penalty for sin so that we could be holy 

and without blame.   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2090.2
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Titus 1:2  In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;  
Ecclesiastes 3:11  He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their 
hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.  Acts 15:18 
"Known to God from eternity are all His works. Colossians 1:17  And He is before all things, and in 
Him all things consist. Hebrews 11:3 NKJV  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 

 

Therefore, before the world began, the Trinity existed and exists in perfect harmony and 
flawlessness, being infinitely satisfied with One another, needing nothing, having everything.  But our 
world does exist and its creation is clearly seen in the book of Genesis as a purposeful, beautifully 
designed expression of His love.  

 

Let me first offer my apology to Julie Andrews, and to you for beginning like this: 

Let’s begin at the very beginning; it’s a very good place to start. When you read you begin with ABC; 

in the Bible you begin with  

B’resheeth, B’resheeth.   

 

B'resheeth bara Elohim et haShamayim v'et H’Eretz 

 

This is the first sentence that everyone, seeker or naysayer reads when they open the Bible to 

Genesis 1:1.  Of course, translators have made is easier to understand the most profound sentence 

in all of life: 

 

(Genesis 1:1 NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 

In the Beginning:  as we have seen this is from our perspective, that is,  the entire universe 

had a beginning.   From this creative act of God, space, time and all matter (and therefore 

energy) came to be.  It begs the question, “When was the beginning”? Was it billions of years 

ago as modern science takes for granted?  Or was it just thousands of years ago as many 

young-earth creation scientists believe?  While I will try to answer this at some point in this 

chapter, all I will tell you today is that I am a young-earth/universe believer.  However, since 

none of us were there on Day 1 or have been alive since that day, there may come a time 

where we will just have to agree to disagree. 

 

God:  God, that is, Elohim, is a unity of One. Elohim is a plural word and when referring to the 

God of heavens and earth, the grammar is always singular.  This word is also used to describe 

‘gods’ and, at times, ‘judges’ or even ‘angels’.   Elohim is used over 2600 times in the Old 

Testament.  

When I said that God is a unity of one, I need to explain it using another verse:   

(Deuteronomy 6:4 NKJV)  "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 

 

http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/7225.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/1254.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/0430.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/0853.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/9005.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/8064.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/9007.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/0853.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/9005.html
http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/0776.html
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In the Hebrew, the word “one” is echad.  It means a compound unity; it’s used to describe a 

cluster of grapes and is used to describe the unity of Adam and Eve as ‘one flesh’. 

Notice that no thought is given to the existence of God. Throughout the entire Bible, the full 

counsel of God, all 40 authors knew that He existed and probably thought, ‘Well Duh, how else 

could all this get here?”. 

But, we are often confronted with an enormously faithful religion called “Atheism” that says, 

there is no God! 

You can actually prove His existence with some carefully crafted “truth statements”: 

• Something exists.  This we know because we exist.  

• You do not get something from nothing.  How can “nothing” create something?  Non-

life cannot produce life.  

• Therefore, a necessary and eternal “something” exists.  It must be eternal because it 

must be before all things.  Something itself that is created cannot create something 

else. 

• The only two options are an eternal universe and an eternal Creator.  Pretty much 

that’s it. Either the “eternal universe” did the creating or there is Someone else doing it:  

the eternal creator. 

• Science and philosophy have disproven the concept of an eternal universe.   Science 

believes that there existed something called a singularity which exploded and created 

the universe some 15-16 billion years ago.  Therefore, it had a beginning. 

• Therefore, the only thing left is the existence of an eternal Creator. 

Lee Strobel, a “devout” atheist did much study to disprove God. He was no match for God.   

He wrote: 

“Essentially, I realized that to stay an atheist, I would have to believe that nothing 

produces everything; non-life produces life; randomness produces fine-tuning; chaos 

produces information; unconsciousness produces consciousness; and non-reason 

produces reason. Those leaps of faith were simply too big for me to take, especially in 

light of the affirmative case for God's existence … In other words, in my assessment the 

Christian worldview accounted for the totality of the evidence much better than the 

atheistic worldview.” 

But, can our God be understood by what He created, including us?  We must look the at 

creation to try to understand the Creator:   

• He must be supernatural in nature (as He created time and space). 

• He must be powerful (exceedingly) to simply think then speak all things into creation – 

perfectly created! 

• He must be eternal (self-existent). 

• He must be omnipresent (He created space and is not limited by it). 

• He must be timeless and changeless (He created time).  

• He must be immaterial because He transcends space/physical. 

• He must be personal (the impersonal cannot create personality).  

• He must be intelligent (supremely). Only a cognitive being can produce a cognitive 

being.  
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• He must be purposeful as He deliberately created everything. 

 

Since we believe that God must be this way (and infinitely more), is there anything that 

describe such a Creator?   Well every religion has writings that describe or define “god”.  But 

do they describe Him as we just said He really must be?   Not all of them.  Thank God He gave 

us a revelation of Himself that we can understand. That revelation is our Bible, 66 books by 40 

authors who penned magnificent history, stories, poetry and especially prophesy – all under 

the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Let’s look at what it says: 

He is supernatural:   

 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  (Genesis 1:1 NKJV) 

 He split the rocks in the wilderness, And gave them drink in abundance like the depths. 
He also brought streams out of the rock, And caused waters to run down like rivers. 
(Psalms 78:15-16 NKJV) 
 

He is powerful: 

 'Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power 
and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.  Jeremiah 32:17 NKJV) 

 I am the LORD, and there is no other; There is no God besides Me. I will gird you, 
though you have not known Me,  (6)  That they may know from the rising of the sun to 
its setting That there is none besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other;  (7)  I 
form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the LORD, do 
all these things.' Isaiah 45:5-7 NKJV   

 

He is eternal: 

 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  (Revelation 1:8 NKJV) 

 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is 
and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and 
reigned. (Revelation 11:16-17 NKJV) 

 

He is omnipresent: 

 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend 
into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the 
wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there Your hand 
shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me.  (Psalms 139:7-10 NKJV) 

 

He is omniscient: 

 But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, and had no need 
that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man. (John 2:24-25 NKJV) 

 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered and 
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said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no husband,' 
for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; 
in that you spoke truly."  (John 4:16-18 NKJV) 

 And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves  
 

He is timeless/changeless: 

 "For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of 
Jacob. (Malachi 3:6 NKJV) 

 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  (Hebrews 13:8 NKJV) 

 

He is immaterial: 

 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  (John 4:24 
NKJV) 

 

He is personal: 

 So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.  (Exodus 
33:11A NKJV) 

 "But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, The descendants of 
Abraham My friend.  (Isaiah 41:8 NKJV) 

 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made 
known to you.  (John 15:15 NKJV) 
 

He is necessary: 

 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. (Colossians 1:17 NKJV) 

 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have 
said, 'For we are also His offspring.'  (Acts 17:28 NKJV) 
 

He is infinite/but One: 

 Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So I shall not see him?" says the LORD; "Do 
I not fill heaven and earth?" says the LORD. (Jeremiah 23:24 NKJV) 

 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!  (Deuteronomy 6:4 NKJV) 

 

He is diverse yet with unity: 

 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  (Matthew 28:19 NKJV) 

 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit; and these three are one.  (1 John 5:7 NKJV) 

 

He is intelligent:  

 He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name. Great is our Lord, and 
mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.  (Psalms 147:4-5 NKJV) 
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 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 
"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts.  (Isaiah 55:8-9 NKJV) 

 

He is purposeful:  

 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 
having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
which He purposed in Himself, (Ephesians 1:7-9 NKJV) 

 

He is moral:  

 Therefore the LORD has kept the disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; for the 
LORD our God is righteous in all the works which He does, though we have not obeyed 
His voice.  (Daniel 9:14 NKJV) 

 In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by 
which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  (Jeremiah 23:6 NKJV) 

 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by 
the Law and the Prophets,  (Romans 3:21 NKJV) 

 

He is caring:  

 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  (1 Peter 5:6-7 NKJV) 

 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. (Psalms 46:1 NKJV) 

 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. (John 10:11 
NKJV) 

 

For today, we need to leave here to ponder the infinitely great and glorious God who purposed in His 
mind and heart to create all that we know.   It will humble us but that’s good. Grace comes to the 
humble.  If you are able, please download the notes from the website so that You can read the 
Scriptures I read today.  They will, I believe, help you with your meditation of our God. 

 

Next week we will continue with verse 1 and go on to verse 2.  Let’s pray: 

 

Psalms 8:1-9 NKJV  (To the Chief Musician. On the Instrument of Gath. A Psalm of David). O 
LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory above 
the heavens!  (2)  Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, 
Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.  (3)  When I consider 
Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained,  
(4)  What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him?  (5)  For 
You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor.  
(6)  You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things 
under his feet,  (7)  All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field,  (8)  The birds of the air, And 
the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.  (9)  O LORD, our Lord, How excellent 
is Your name in all the earth! 
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