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A Baby Changes Everything 

12/27/2020 

 

I heard a song the other day that got me thinking. It’s called “A Baby Changes Everything”.  Here’s 

some of the verses: 

Teenage girl, much too young 
Unprepared for what's to come 
Not a ring on her hand 
All her dreams and all her plans 
The man she loves she's never touched 
How will she keep his trust? 
And she cries!  Ooh, she cries Ooh, oh 

   
She has to leave, go far away 
Heaven knows she can't stay 
She can feel it's coming soon 
There's no place, there's no room 
And she cries!  And she cries!  Oh, she cries 
 

Now, as songs go, I don’t really care for this one. I thought that the writer was placing 21st century 
thoughts and emotions onto a 1st century young virgin who was visited by a mighty angel who told her 
something that nearly every Jewish woman longed to hear:  You will birth the Messiah!  Much too 
young?  No, for she was chosen by God. Unprepared? No, she lived her whole life preparing for a 
family, especially after her betrothal to Joseph.  Dreams and plans?  Yes, for children and family.  But 
not like many young girls of today who see a baby as an inconvenience and the cause of changing 
their best life now into something totally different.  Did Mary cry and cry and mourn her life?  No.  
 
Anyway, there’s one line that rings true for every mother and father:  a baby changes everything! 
 
The changes to a couple’s lives are profound. We have all experienced it, either directly or witnessed 
it through family and friends. We see their lives before, and we see their lives after…nothing’s the 
same!  All of a sudden, the baby turns your life up-side down. The sweet, tiny infant makes its 
demands with some of the most shrill and deafening screams!  O how we prayed for the day when 
our baby would learn to communicate with words spoken with their “indoor voice”!  O how 
disappointed we were when we heard their first word:  “NO” or “MINE” or my favorite “I DO IT”.  
 
It becomes very evident that our human nature (or should I call it like it is, our sin nature) is not 
learned but at the very core of who we are! Remember how young your child was when he or she 
looked you straight in the eye and lied like a pro?  But like all people they seemed to possess both 
innocence and selfishness at the very same time.  
 
Regardless of what they do or how much we question, “Is that really MY child?”, we love them, and 
that love transcends their behavior, good or bad.  
 
Most of you know that Nancy and I have 5 kids. When we were married, I became an instant father of 
3.  The kids changed everything for me.  (Now Mike is 47, Will is 42 and Danika is 36).  After a few 
years, I adopted all 3. After another 10 years or so, we were led to adopt a child together. On 
December 22, 1994, Nate came to us on his eighth day of life all snuggled in a large Christmas 
stocking. Once again, a baby changed everything!  About 7 years later, Nancy calls me while I was at 
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work and in a meeting. It was really important to talk with her.  When I asked what was wrong she 
asked, “How would you feel if I told you that I was pregnant?....Stu, Stu, are you there?...just kidding”.   
After collecting myself, she told me that Nate’s birth mom was pregnant and wanted us to adopt her. 
We said yes. And again, a baby changed everything.  
 
Yes. No matter how prepared we are, how rich or poor we are, how cool we are, how confident or 
insecure we are, our lives are never the same when a new life entered the mix.  And yet, if we look 
back across the vast spans of time, the fact is, the “how” and “what” of the changes were remarkably 
similar. Any story found in the Bible about a child’s effect on a family has a ring of familiarity about it.  
Don’t we all have one or know one like Cain or Abel?  Growing up in my family was about as 
dysfunctional as Jacob’s or King David’s.   Solomon wrote: 
 

That which has been is what will be, That which is done is what will be done, And there is 
nothing new under the sun. Is there anything of which it may be said, "See, this is new"? It has 
already been in ancient times before us.  (Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 NKJV) 

 

With children comes a life that may be both excruciatingly painful and breathtakingly beautiful like the 
sunrises and sunsets on the Plateau.  But ever since Adam and Eve’s boys the world seems 
unsettlingly the same! 
 
We know that the life God created and the world He fashioned was to be eternally meaningful.  For 
when it was completed, He said that it was all “very good”.  The word “very” means exceedingly, 
fervently, and intensely GOOD.  
 
However, it didn’t take long for it to be transformed into something exceedingly, fervently, and 
intensely BAD. (We must thank God for His grace and mercy for right after the fall our parents were 
kicked out of Eden to prevent them from eating from the Tree of Life – and thereby becoming 
eternally ruined from our sin). 
 
But God also made a promise that the Seed of a Woman would come one day to crush the head of 
the serpent. This was the first sign of Good News whereby the Promised Seed would remove the 
curse and save the world from the sin and death that resulted from one man's disobedience to a 
single and simple command:  “Don’t”.  The timing of the fulfillment of the Promise was unknown, but 
God gave us clues in amazing prophesies, pictures and types.  The first major one was a perfect 
promise of pure grace: 
 

Genesis 12:3 NKJV  I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; 
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 

 

It was important enough to repeat to Abraham’s son Isaac and to his son, Jacob.  

 

Then we learned that the Seed would be a king. He would be of the seed of King David of whom the 
LORD said, “He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.”      

(2 Samuel 7:13)   

 

The Jewish sages called the Seed, “the anointed one”. Their writings spoke of “King Messiah”.  He 
was to be a conquering king. He would be endowed with strength, courage, and wisdom. He would 
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be a savior like Moses who led the Children of Israel out from under the cruel hand of Pharaoh and 
into the Promised Land.   
 
The Jews focused all their attention on “the man”. But God wanted them to focus on “a baby”.  And 
this baby would change everything! 
 
And so, we read the words of  the prophet Isaiah: 
 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV  Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 

The baby would be born of a virgin.  They baby will be called “God with us”.  And if that wasn’t 
enough to keep the minds of man reeling with confusion, the prophet went on and said: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 NKJV  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government 
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  (7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There 
will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this. 

 

What would be conceived in the virgin’s womb would be inconceivable!!!  But as Scripture teaches, 
our ways are not His ways! 

 

The inconceivable was conceived in an unmarkable young virgin named Mary who lived in an 
unremarkable region of Galilee and was betrothed to an unremarkable carpenter named Joseph.  

 

(Matthew 1:18 NKJV)  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 

 
(Matthew 1:19 NKJV)  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make 
her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 
 
(Matthew 1:20 NKJV)  But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
 
(Matthew 1:21 NKJV)  And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for 
He will save His people from their sins." 
 
(Matthew 1:22 NKJV)  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, saying: 
 
(Matthew 1:23 NKJV)  "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, 
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God with us." 
 
(Matthew 1:24 NKJV)  Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
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commanded him and took to him his wife, 
 
(Matthew 1:25 NKJV)  and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he 
called His name JESUS. 

 

And this baby changed everything. He didn’t change it with any new teaching. He used the same 
Scriptures that had been taught for over 2000 years to a people who were isolationists.  He didn’t 
change it with a deep or profound philosophy that could answer the question, “What is Truth?”.  He 
didn’t change it by enacting rules and regulations; He didn’t change it by demanding changes to how 
one lived, dressed, ate or wore their hair or grew their beards.  

 

This baby changed everything.  He changed it one person at a time and not by national decrees or 
mandate. He changed it one person at a time by changing the heart of anyone who would enter into a 
covenant, a contract, a treaty as it were with Him. The covenant was between the Son and His 
Father.  We were, by grace through faith, invited into the eternal covenant and relationship with the 
Creator.  We do NOT enter into a religion, or a religious culture. We enter into a Person, that is, we 
are IN Christ and He is in us!  Don’t look for explanations; don’t try to understand; it is beyond us as 
much as God is beyond us. He asks that we trust Him in this relationship because He is going to 
affect a great transformation in our hearts once He comes to abide in us and we in Him.  

 

This baby changed everything we understand about life, death, love for others and love for God. We 
can admire His teachings but without the transformative power of the Holy Spirit in us, His teachings 
will be wasted on unregenerated hearts which might confess Christianity but not Christ.  

 

This baby changed everything.  

 

About LIFE:    

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. "He who believes in Him is 
not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  

(John 3:16-18 NKJV) 

 

About Death:    

 

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. (John 
5:24 NKJV)   
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 6:23 NKJV)   

 

About Love   
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'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."  (Matthew 22:37-40 NKJV) 

 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. Love suffers long 
and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave 
rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but 
rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, 
they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be 
done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 
then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. And now 
abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

(1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NKJV) 

 

About Faith:  

 

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 1:9 NKJV)   
  
Now may the God of pea ce Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, 
and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful, who also will do it.  

(1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 NKJV) 

 

If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.  
(2 Timothy 2:13 NKJV)   
 

looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. (Hebrews 12:2 NKJV)   
 

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. (Revelation 19:11 NKJV)   

 

And about Hope: 

 
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the 
Presence behind the veil, (Hebrews 6:19 NKJV)   
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Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 
(Hebrews 10:23 NKJV)   
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you,  

(1 Peter 1:3-4 NKJV) 

 

All of this might be summed up by: 

 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.  (John 
14:6 NKJV) 

 

So, let each and every one of us Walk HIS way, Live HIS Truth and Share HIS Life today, tomorrow 
and throughout the coming year.  

   

 

 

 

 


