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Colossians 3: 18 – End 

Last week we began the discussion of verse 18 in chapter 3 of Colossians: 

(Colossians 3:18 NKJV)  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
 

We read 3 other verses addressing this topic:  

 

Ephesians 5:22  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.    

 

1 Timothy 2:11-12 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.  (12)  And I do not 
permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.    

 

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 (34)  Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not 
permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.     

 

Verse 18 here and the 3 others speak of three things to consider when understanding the issue 
raised about “wives submit to your husband”. 

 

1. Authority or Headship 

2. Roles Responsibility 

3. Intrinsic Value 

 

The Authority of God 

 

No one would argue that God does not have complete and utter authority over His creation. 
Yet, people often act as if He didn’t!  In our current culture, we prize self-sufficiency, we admire self-
starters, and are taught to be the “captain of our destiny”, or the pilot who has God as his co-pilot.  
This is free-will taken to the extreme!  And even Christians fall into this trap of “oh well, God will 
forgive me…”.  And He will but there are still consequences that might be very difficult to bear! 

  

These attitudes are man’s perversion of the God-given design for all of life. Authority is more than 
being self-empowered.  When I researched the Scriptures it appears that, by God’s design, authority 
is to be given rather than assumed or usurped. That man usurps God’s authority is seen throughout 
Scriptures (like Nimrod, the Pharaohs or the Caesars (and so many more!). 

  

Authority, in a sense, works from the top down.  

 

God gave man authority: 

Genesis 1:27-28 NKJV  So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them.  (28)  Then God blessed them, and God said 
to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 
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Men in power often give authority: 

 Joseph was put in authority by Pharaoh.  

 Moses gave authority to certain men to be judges over the people when it became too 
overwhelming for him to act alone. 

 The Sanhedrin gave letters of authority to Saul to persecute the new believers and to bring 
them in chains to Jerusalem. 

 

Even Christ Jesus was given authority from His Father: 

Matthew 28:18 NKJV  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

John 5:26-27 NKJV  For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have 
life in Himself,  (27)  and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the 
Son of Man. 

 

And even the Holy Spirit was given authority: 

John 16:13 NKJV  However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all 
truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; 
and He will tell you things to come. 

 

And Jesus, the Son of God, also granted authority: 

Luke 9:1 NKJV  Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 

(This is also did for the 70 disciples that he sent out (Luke 10)). 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth.  (19)  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  (20)  
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age." Amen. 

(what verse gives them the authority to do what they were commanded?) 

 

Related to authority is headship: 

 

Headship is the position a leader takes. It comes with both authority and responsibility. 
It also starts at the top. 

 

Over the Church, Christ is the head: 

 

Ephesians 1:22-23 NKJV  And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over 
all things to the church,  (23)  which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 

Spiritual Headship for the marriage is the husband. 
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Ephesians 5:23-24 NKJV  For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the 
church; and He is the Savior of the body.  (24)  Therefore, just as the church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

Why?  It is simply God’s design and choice.  

 

1 Timothy 2:13-14 NKJV  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  (14)  And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 

God bestowed on the man the title, and duties, and benefits of the “firstborn.” Eve was as 
loved by God – and as gifted by God – as was Adam. But God gave the man authority over 
both his immediate family and the human family. It was a privilege! But as is often the 
case, with that privilege came an obligation – a heavy responsibility. 

Headship and Responsibility 

The Head for the human race was Adam.  It was his responsibility to safeguard his wife 
(and every descendant) by informing her the one commandment that God gave him:   

 

Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the 
garden you may freely eat;  (17)  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 

 

He was there when Eve was deceived; he was supposed to protect her from such cunning 
deception. He not only failed in this, he chose to eat the fruit that he knew was forbidden! 

 

Therefore, as the head, this sin and all subsequent sin fell on the shoulders of Adam: 

 

We know that in Adam  

1. all die 1 Corinthians 15:22 

2. sin and death entered the world by his disobedience 1 Romans 5:12  

3. Judgment came to all men resulting in condemnation Romans 5:18 

 

The Headship of The Man, Christ Jesus: 

 

Colossians 1:18 NKJV  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

Likewise, Jesus is the “firstborn” over all creation (Colossians 1:15) and the firstborn from the 
dead (Revelation 1:5) therefore He is the head of the body, the church, and in all things He 
may have the preeminence (Colossians 1:18). 

Now think of it this way:  As the head He bore no sin but took responsibility for all sin!  All that 
wickedness, evil, self-willed rebellion from Adam onward, the Man Jesus took on Himself as 
He hung on the cross and then died when the blood poured out of His body! 
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This last Adam took the penalty for all that sin and forgave all that Adam and his progeny 
had done since the beginning. We know that in Jesus: 

 

1. He is God’s gift of grace that abounded to many (Romans 5:15) 
2. By one Man’s righteous act many were justified in the sight of God. (Romans 5:16-18) 
3. By one Man's obedience many are made righteous. (Romans 5:19) 
4. Through Him grace reigns leading to eternal life (Romans 5:21) 

 

Roles   

We saw that when God created mankind the man and the woman were equal in value 
and status. They both were made in God’s image. And as a result, both have a place in the 
service of God!  The places are different but equal in value! 

The equality of women was certainly affected by sinful man. Sinful man put women 
under his thumb.  But throughout Scripture, at certain times and places, God overruled 
those “cultural norms”.  

For example, Abraham was told to listen to Sarah’s instructions regarding Hagar.  
Rebekah was asked if she wanted to go with Eliezer to marry a man she never even heard of. 
Deborah was a prophetess and a judge of Israel after they came into the promised land. She 
also led Barak to Mt Tabor to fight against their enemies. It was Deborah who commanded 
Barak to get up and go!  And there was Queen Esther who risked her life for her people who 
were about to be destroyed by Haman.  There are so many more. Even the Jewish 
genealogies of Jesus, which were normally only patriarchal, listed Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and 
Bathsheba (who was not named).  God wanted all to know that Jesus, who was birthed by a 
Jewish virgin had significant women in his human ancestry.    

In the New Testament women followed and financially supported Jesus. They were 
taught by Him and were the recipients of His miracles (even the Gentiles). They served 
Him and yet, sat at His feet when he spoke or taught. They prophesied and prayed in 
church and were moved by the Holy Spirit in spontaneous ways receiving the Gifts of the Spirit 
as well as men. Women also served as deacons. A deaconess named Phoebe carried a letter 
to Paul in Rome.  Pricilla was a prominent person in the church along with her husband Aquila 
even mentoring Apollos. 

Having different roles has no bearing on the value of a woman.  When Paul talks about how 
women are to be silent in church, he wasn’t bashing women, he was instructing them that 
speaking out of order was wrong. He was asking them to quiet down during the service and to 
reserve their questions and comments until they were home.  And, women are not forbidden to 
teach, they are forbidden to teach men or to be in authority over them. Paul always goes back 
to the original design: 

1 Timothy 2:13-14 NKJV  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  (14)  And Adam was 
not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 
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Husbands are the spiritual authority in the family. But what happens when he doesn’t take on that 
role?  Women step in.  The issue is often because the man doesn’t want to fulfill his role or is 
otherwise unable.  But this doesn’t negate the intent of the design.  

Sandy Adams wrote, “show me a good husband who leads his wife in respectfully, and steers his 
children lovingly, and I’ll show you a smart woman who’s learned to step back – at times and in ways 
– that help him step up. Show me a church with strong male leadership, and I won’t just show you 
determined men, I’ll show you strong women – probably more talented than the men – who wisely 
and deliberately took a backseat, so the men would be inclined to grab the wheel and steer. And 
show me a church where the men are absent or missing in action, and I’ll show you a church where 
unwise women have competed for leadership. 

“Men are to lead not because they’re better, or braver, or brainier… In reality, there’s only one reason 
for male leadership… because God said so! 

“And it’s the superiority of women over men that cause women to struggle so with this concept of 
submission. Wives are tempted to take the reins from their husbands, since it’s so easy for them to do 
so! Usually the man is dense. A wife is quicker to figure things out and size things up. That’s why the 
idea of a female submission isn’t as much logical as it is biblical. And this is my point, there’s really 
only one reason men should lead and women should follow – it’s because God said so! This is God’s 
order for marriage and the Church. It’s the role-play He wants exhibited”. 

Who is going to dictate to the church how it should be run? God and His written Word or the 
culture in which it finds itself? 
 
 
Matthew Henry wrote: 

"If man is the head, she [woman] is the crown, a crown to her husband, the crown of visible 
creation. The man was dust refined, but the woman was dust double-refined." 

  
Should a wife submit to any abusive treatment of her husband? Absolutely not!    

 
(Colossians 3:19 NKJV)  Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 
 

If the norm was Christian husbands loving their lives as they should, then there would not have 
been any teachings on the matter.  But three times husbands are instructed in how to treat 
their wives. 

 

Ephesians 5:25-29 NKJV  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself for her,  (26)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by 
the word,  (27)  that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.  (28)  So husbands 
ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.  (29)  
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the 
church. 
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1 Peter 3:7 NKJV  Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the 
wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers 
may not be hindered. 

 

What do you think about the “weaker vessel” phrase?  What is Peter saying?  If your 
assessment is that he’s being sexist, then how do we reconcile that with his statement that 
they are “co-heirs” of the Grace of God – without any distinction! 

 

(Colossians 3:20 NKJV)  Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 
 

(Exodus 20:12 NKJV)  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon 
the land which the LORD your God is giving you. 

 

Honor is not the same as obedient!  Honor has to do with your gratitude, love and respect you 
have towards your parents. Obedience is only related if the child is still at home. But, when 
they are not, they are still to honor their parents even though they might not obey them. 

 

Should we honor abusive parents?   
 

(Colossians 3:21 NKJV)  Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 
 
Don’t brow-beat your kids. Kids are not stupid but like us, do stupid things. We need to make 
sure that they understand the difference.  
 
Note that the command is to the husband! 
 

(Colossians 3:22 NKJV)  Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not 
with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. (23)  And whatever you do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, (24)  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. (25)  But he who does wrong will be repaid 
for what he has done, and there is no partiality. Colossians 4:1 Masters, give your bondservants what 
is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

 
This is difficult for today unless you want to stretch it to the workplace.  In that case, give your 
boss a good-days work. Don’t steal the office supplies and don’t abuse the use of your 
computer playing games, being on the internet etc.  These might be good things to tell our 
entitled teens when they go to work. If you are in management, don’t lord it over those you are 
over.   


