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Daniel 11:18-19 NKJV  After this he shall turn his face to the coastlands, and shall take many. But a 
ruler shall bring the reproach against them to an end; and with the reproach removed, he shall turn 
back on him.  (19)  Then he shall turn his face toward the fortress of his own land; but he shall 
stumble and fall, and not be found. 

 

We’re in about 198 or 195 BC.  Antiochus the Great has set his eyes on the Greeks and 
Grecian islands.  But enter a new player, Rome. The Romans were expanding their empire. 
One of their generals routed Antiochus and set him with his tail between his legs back to Syria 
where he died.  

 

Daniel 11:20 NKJV  "There shall arise in his place one who imposes taxes on the glorious kingdom; 
but within a few days he shall be destroyed, but not in anger or in battle.  (21) And in his place shall 
arise a vile person, to whom they will not give the honor of royalty; but he shall come in 
peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue.  (22)  With the force of a flood they shall be swept 
away from before him and be broken, and also the prince of the covenant.  (23)  And after the 
league is made with him he shall act deceitfully, for he shall come up and become strong with a small 
number of people.   

 

Antiochus the Great’s son, Seleucus III rose to power and began to impose taxes on the 
people.   But a short time later he was assassinated.  It was thought that his brother Antiochus 
IV had him killed so that he could come to power (he was the vile person who seized the 
kingdom by intrigue) 

 

the prince of the covenant.  – this appears to refer to a High Priest named Onias whom 
Antiochus had deposed and murdered (presumably to put his own “man” in place). 

 

(24)  He shall enter peaceably, even into the richest places of the province; and he shall do what his 
fathers have not done, nor his forefathers: he shall disperse among them the plunder, spoil, and 
riches; and he shall devise his plans against the strongholds, but only for a time.  (25)  "He shall stir 
up his power and his courage against the king of the South with a great army. And the king of the 
South shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand, for they 
shall devise plans against him.  (26)  Yes, those who eat of the portion of his delicacies shall destroy 
him; his army shall be swept away, and many shall fall down slain.  (27)  Both these kings' hearts 
shall be bent on evil, and they shall speak lies at the same table; but it shall not prosper, for the end 
will still be at the appointed time.   

 

The above long paragraph essentially describes Antiochus Epiphanes and his dealings with 
the King of the South and others in his dominion. 

 

Epiphanes was a liar and a cheat. He cajoled those in power with money and lies. His attempts 
however failed and thru massive military conquests and battles, his army was defeated.    

 

(28)  While returning to his land with great riches, his heart shall be moved against the holy 
covenant; so he shall do damage and return to his own land.  (29)  "At the appointed time he shall 
return and go toward the south; but it shall not be like the former or the latter.  (30)  For ships from 
Cyprus shall come against him; therefore he shall be grieved, and return in rage against the holy 
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covenant, and do damage. "So he shall return and show regard for those who forsake the holy 
covenant.  (31)  And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; 
then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation.   

 

Even though he was defeated militarily, Antiochus still managed to amass great riches through 
the battles he did win. 

But, like Satan, he hated the Jews. And so, moving northward, he decided to come against 
God’s people (the people of the covenant).   He tried to force Greek culture on them (as we 
read before in chapter 8). 

 

Then once again he tries to conquer the king of the south. But the Egyptians were helped by 
Roman ships from Cyprus.  And like a spoiled child, he takes his rage out against Israel.   Here 
we are in the time of the Maccabees where Antiochus goes into the Temple and spills pig 
blood on the altar as well as sets up a statue of Zeus.  

 

Many Israelites actually  supported this madmen because of their desire for Greek 
culture…thus even during Jesus’ day, the Jerusalem Jews had many issues with the 
Hellenistic Jews. 

 

(32)  Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who 
know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.  (33)  And those of the people who 
understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and 
plundering.  (34)  Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join with 
them by intrigue.  (35)  And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and 
make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time. 

 

This speaks of the push-back by the Maccabees and others who fought against the “madman”.   

 

But, in his attack on Jerusalem Antiochus IV is said to have killed 80,000 Jews, taken 40,000 
more as prisoners, and sold another 40,000 as slaves. He also plundered the temple, robbing 
it of approximately $1 billion. 

  

(35)  And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, 
until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time. 

 

The word “fall” spoken of here is God’s winnowing fork and His refiners fire;  Here He purifies 

both the body of believers by removing cancerous growths (doctrines of demons, scoffers, the 

contentious and others who are overtly or covertly against God). He also purifies the believer 

by rebuke, instruction, discipline and sometimes even punishment. But the goal is to make 

them white, pure and holy NOT to cause them to suffer needlessly as people often do to 

others.   There is always something redemptive in a believers season of suffering – either for 

the person him/her self or some one else.  Paul was made to suffer for Jesus’ sake but the 

church expanded into the world.  Believers suffer as a witness to their faith in God (read 1 

Peter for a long look at suffering and our response to it).  
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And God reminds us even here, that it is for a season and all must be accomplished through it. 

 

The amazingly detailed prophecies of Daniel 11: 1– 35 contain approximately 135 prophetic 

statements that have all now been fulfilled.  All of these events have been corroborated in 

historical records, so much so, that many do not believe that the Book of Daniel is prophesy 

at all. 

What are the odds that all 135 prophesies came true?  I’m not sure I could even pronounce such a 

number.   It was estimated that for Jesus to fulfill just 8 of the 300+ prophesies written in the Bible, it 

would be  

1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000  (one hundred quadrillion). 

What ever the number, it’s large enough to be a God-thing! 

 

Most scholars agree that there is a shift in verse 36.  A shift in time that is still in progress. The last 

relevant king, Antiochus, is gone. Rome has entered the picture and world history is still moving 

forward to two unbelievable yet real events:  the 1st and second comings of Christ.  

From verses 36 to 45, the enemy of God is once again revealed. This time, however, he has yet to be 

revealed – except in prophesy: 

Let’s read thru the prophesy first and then pull out some relevant facts: 

 

 

Daniel 11:36-45 NKJV  "Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and 
magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall 
prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done.  (37)  
He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for 
he shall exalt himself above them all.  (38)  But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses; 
and a god which his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious 
stones and pleasant things.  (39)  Thus he shall act against the strongest fortresses with a foreign 
god, which he shall acknowledge, and advance its glory; and he shall cause them to rule over many, 
and divide the land for gain.  (40)  "At the time of the end the king of the South shall attack him; 
and the king of the North shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter the countries, overwhelm them, and pass through.  
(41)  He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall 
escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon.  (42)  He shall stretch out 
his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape.  (43)  He shall have power 
over the treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; also the Libyans and 
Ethiopians shall follow at his heels.  (44)  But news from the east and the north shall trouble him; 
therefore he shall go out with great fury to destroy and annihilate many.  (45)  And he shall plant the 
tents of his palace between the seas and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, 
and no one will help him. 

 

That this is the Antichrist is obvious to all who read it. It can’t be Antiochus Epiphanes because verse 
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40 mentions the King of the South and North coming against him.  And while Antiochus was vile, 
cruel and a madman, this person is many degrees more so than he was. 

 

While not used in Daniel (and only by John),  the word “antichrist” means more than “against”.   Most 
say that this means “opposing Christ”, and that is true. But the description we will read in the following 
passage also says he will try to appear as Christ.  Therefore, he would be a rival of Christ as well as a 
counterfeit Christ. 

 

Many believe that Paul was paraphrasing verse 36 when he wrote 

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away 
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and 
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (2Thessalonians 2:3-4) 

 

(36) and shall prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; 

 

God is in control of the Antichrist and he can only do as much as God allows. 

 

(37) He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women: 

 

On the surface, it would appear that the antichrist would be a Jewish Homosexual and many have 
interpreted this in this manner… 

 

But the issue is, the word “God” in this verse is plural (legitimate) but all other references to God in 
this section are singular.  So, would it be more accurate to say “gods of this fathers”?  Many others 
agree with this assessment because of Daniel 7:3, 19-20 and Revelation 13:1 

 

Daniel 7:3 NKJV  And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other. 

: 

Daniel 7:19-20 NKJV  "Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, 
which devoured, broke in pieces, and trampled the residue with its feet;  (20)  and the ten 
horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, before which three fell, 
namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke pompous words, whose 
appearance was greater than his fellows. 

 

Revelation 13:1 NKJV  Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out 
of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads 
a blasphemous name. 

 

Regarding the “desire of women”, a similar verse in Haggai plus some cultural information of the time 
preceding the Messiah add insight: 
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1) Haggai 2:7 NKJV  and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All 
Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,' says the LORD of hosts;  

a. A messianic prophesy whereby the word desire is not sexual but refers to the 
“delight” or “precious”; 

2) Also many commentators believe that the desire of women refers to Jesus, in that all 
women who understood the prophesies desired the honor of bearing the Messiah   

 

The next 8 verses:  

The antichrist will build up a great army and amass great wealth;  

But, in the end, the “King of the South” and “King of the North” will come against him.  It’s hard to say 
who these are but some believe the south represents the Arab nations and the north represents 
Russia.  But in any case, they will all do battle in and around the Promised Land. And while he 
destroys many, in the end, he will be defeated, and no one will come to his aid. 

 

I apologize for the brevity. There is so much information regarding the tribulation period in Scripture 
as well as in the world’s libraries that I can’t do it justice in such a small amount of time.   

 

Here we have a glimpse of a person, a usurper, a liar, a powerful and power-hungry man who tries to 
take over the entire world and set himself up as the King and as “god”.  He will destroy many without 
batting an eye or shedding a single tear.  He will try to do what he’s always tried to do:  to destroy 
God’s people and His reputation so that people will not want to believe Him and therefore they would 
want to replace Him with this imposter.  That’s the pinnacle of pride and the heights of stupidity – for 
he knows his end and yet still continues.  It has been said “misery loves company”; wouldn’t it be the 
height of irony that every person who walks willfully into hell finds that they are in total darkness 
without anyone else there?  Only the sounds of wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

 

Psalms 98:1-9 NKJV  A Psalm. Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! For He has done marvelous 
things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory.  (2)  The LORD has made 
known His salvation; His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations.  (3)  He has 
remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God.  (4)  Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth in song, 
rejoice, and sing praises.  (5)  Sing to the LORD with the harp, With the harp and the sound of a 
psalm,  (6)  With trumpets and the sound of a horn; Shout joyfully before the LORD, the King.  (7)  Let 
the sea roar, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell in it;  (8)  Let the rivers clap their 
hands; Let the hills be joyful together before the LORD,  (9)  For He is coming to judge the earth. With 
righteousness He shall judge the world, And the peoples with equity. 

 

Psalms 99:1-9 NKJV  The LORD reigns; Let the peoples tremble! He dwells between the cherubim; 
Let the earth be moved!  (2)  The LORD is great in Zion, And He is high above all the peoples.  (3)  
Let them praise Your great and awesome name— He is holy.  (4)  The King's strength also loves 
justice; You have established equity; You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.  (5)  
Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at His footstool— He is holy.  (6)  Moses and Aaron were 
among His priests, And Samuel was among those who called upon His name; They called upon the 
LORD, and He answered them.  (7)  He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar; They kept His testimonies 
and the ordinance He gave them.  (8)  You answered them, O LORD our God; You were to them 
God-Who-Forgives, Though You took vengeance on their deeds.  (9)  Exalt the LORD our God, And 
worship at His holy hill; For the LORD our God is holy. 


