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 Ephesians 2 

 

.(Ephesians 2:4 NKJV)  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 
us, (5)  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), (6)  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, (7)  that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

(Romans 5:8 NKJV)  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
(Ephesians 2:8 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, (9)  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
 

What is the “gift of God”?  Grace, faith, salvation? 
 
We need to look at the Greek because there are many words translated “gift” so, the context is 
important.  
 
1. Simply a gift or gratuity; Peter uses this word to speak of the Holy Ghost: 

a. (Acts 10:45 NKJV)  And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as 
many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on 
the Gentiles also. 

2. A sacrificial gift;  used by Paul here in verse 8: 
a. (Ephesians 2:8 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 

of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
3. A charismatic gift:  The Greek word is Charisma;  Paul tells Timothy about his gifts given by 

the Holy Spirit in:  
a. (1 Timothy 4:14 NKJV)  Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you 

by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 

 
However, these are not glued into the verses, that is, I saw many examples where I thought 
one specific word for a kind of gift was used elsewhere in another context.  Since there’s about 
33 verses to study, I didn’t have the time to read all the surrounding verses.  
 
It’s clear that in verse 8 that Paul had in mind the sacrificial death of Jesus and therefore the 
salvation He offers as this gift.   
The Gift is given by Grace through faith. 
 
However, given our fallen natures, who could NOT say definitively that the gift includes Grace 
and faith. For certainly, while we were sinners we could not come to Christ except by the work 
of the Holy Spirit’s convicting power! 
 
Boasting is eliminated in a person!  The mystery is, once saved, ALL glory MUST be given 
God.  It’s by His Grace that we say with our lips: Yes, I confess Christ is my savior, my God 
and my LORD!  I can claim nothing, no power, no humility, no work because of the Grace 
given by God. 
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Paul is also taking a spiritual dig at his Jewish roots in the Law and traditions of the fathers.  
For the Jews have always boasted in their “religion” and their calling and many still do. 
Remember what John the Baptizer said? 
 

Luke 3:8 NKJV  Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise 
up children to Abraham from these stones. 

 
(Ephesians 2:10 NKJV)  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 
We are not to sit and bask in our salvation for we are not our own: 

 

(1 Corinthians 6:20 NKJV)  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 

We are His creation; we are the goal of His creation; we are the product, so to speak, of His 
masterful hand and His perfect design.  And even from the beginning, God gave us work to do! 

 

It was prepared by God before we came to Him.  If we are “bought” then we must humble 
ourselves to accept the work He has given us.  There is no value assigned to the kind of work, 
that is, each work is highly valued because it is all to the Glory of God.  But, let’s read it again. 
His saving grace motivates us to “good works”. But Paul then says, “that we should walk in 
them”.  

 

By faith, we need to walk down the Way He has prepared for us AND, this certainly implies 
work that He will work IN us and THROUGH us!  Else, no faith would be needed! 

 

What’s my work?   Can you pray?  Be an intercessor;  Can you work with your hands?  
Be one who maintains the working order of the church property.  Can you teach?  Be a 
teacher that communicates and explains the Word,  or does discipleship training, or does 
leadership training, or helps in the community schools to tutor or mentor students.   Can you 
give?  Be generous in your church body, it’s missions; be generous in your community. Can 
you prophesize?  Under the leadership of the Pastor, speak words of encouragement, of 
correction, of exhortation that come from God heart to our ears. 

(the practical application of this is to write it down and hand pass it up to me or give it to me 
before or after the service;  I am responsible  for the decision to share it to the Body).  

Can you help?  One of the most critical functions in the church is the ministry of helps.  
There’s no limit, no hard-and-fast rules. If you see a need, help!  This is not just for the church, 
it’s for the community in which it lives!  

 

There’s so much more!  Evangelism, administration, even Biblical counseling that helps others 
to see that all their issues have solutions in Christ Jesus who is the Living Word of God.  

 
And, none of these things has an age limit.  For if you cannot do, you can perhaps organize or 
provide financial or other administrative support for the ministries of the church.  
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What if I don’t want to do the works of God that He has ordained me to do?   No problem;  The 
language used in verse 10 doesn’t have the tone of a tyrant or slave master. Paul simply 
states the truth:  should we not give back to Him who crafted us in our mother’s womb?   And 
truly, we just need to make ourselves available and willingly listen to the Spirit of Christ in us.  
Having listened then we obey His voice. Having obeyed His voice, we walk in faith knowing 
that He will lead you to the Glory of God! 
 
What are the consequences for not doing anything for and through Him?  It’s not a salvation 
issue unless there is a hardness of heart that cuts off all relationship and communication with 
Jesus.  But there is an emptiness that forms inside those who never serve the Body or those 
unbelieving souls around them.  
 
What if I honestly don’t know what His work is for me?   Search your heart and ask Him in 
prayer. HE WILL ANSWER YOU!  Need advice? Seek a close friend or even your Pastor.  
 
The proceeding was an long announcement brought to you from Jesus for the continuance of 
His mission on earth by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

(Ephesians 2:11 NKJV)  Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 
Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—(12 )  that at that time 
you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
 

This is an in-your-face reminder of the condition of the gentiles in the world before Christ 
Jesus.  A condition that was changed by the Grace of God! 
 
Gentiles were divisively called “uncircumcision” by the Jews. But Paul hints at the issue in that 
the Jews circumcision was in the flesh, not in the heart as God commanded them  

 

(Deuteronomy 10:16 NKJV)  Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be 
stiff-necked no longer. 

 

That is, humble yourself in the sight of the LORD. 

 
The Gentiles had 5 things going against them: 
1. They were without Christ 
2. They were aliens of Israel through whom the Messiah would come;  And even though much 

of Israel was disbelieving and faithless, God’s election of them will always stand. 
3. They had NO covenants of promise made with God 
4. They could not truly live in hope of a future 
5. They were separated from the True God of the World. 

 
(Ephesians 2:13 NKJV)  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 

 
BUT GOD…in Christ Jesus, you gentiles were brought near (or as the Greek word for 
“brought” means made, or fulfilled, or cause to be, all implying a work of God!) by His atoning 
sacrifice and blood.  
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(Ephesians 2:14 NKJV)  For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation, (15)  having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus 
making peace, (16)  and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby putting to death the enmity. 
 

The law did command that the Jews be separated from their pagan/godless neighbors.  God 
knew that every time the Jews co-mingled with them, their fleshly lifestyles were just too 
alluring, and they often gave into the snares of the devil that damaged their relationship with 
the Covenant Keeping God. So, separation had its advantages…for a time. 
 
But God had another plan that started with the Son coming into the world, and, through His 
death and resurrection, He was able to reconcile the Father with His prodigal children and with 
the Gentiles who needed Him as much as the Jews did! 
 
He did this by doing a new work of creation:  to create “in Himself”, that is in Jesus, one new 
man. The Greek word for “create” has the connotation of ownership of the One doing the 
creating (or fashioning).  He didn’t just declare a new law or ordinance that required that the 
Jews and Gentiles should “get together”.   No, ONE NEW MAN was created from the two.  
 
The middle wall of partition was broken down (or as the Greek says “melted away”).  BTW:  
this was not the wall separating the Court of the Gentiles because that still stood and those 
Gentiles were converts. It wasn’t the veil of the Holy of Holies because that was a curtain and 
not a wall.  
 
No, this wall was the nearly palpable hatred (enmity) between the Jews and the Gentiles. This 
was destroyed on the Cross (i.e. having abolished in His flesh the enmity caused by the Law) 
and when the Law was made inoperable and nearly obsolete, One new Man was created from 
two and peace was the result.  
 
The purpose was peace and reconciliation with God as one new body, the Body of Christ.   

 

Galatians 3:28-29 NKJV  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (29)  And if you 
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 
(Ephesians 2:17 NKJV)  And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those 
who were near. 
 

This is the 3rd time the word “peace” was used in the last couple of verses. Paul says that 
peace was preached by Jesus. But, it is thought that since His ministry was to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel, that the apostles, who were empowered by the Spirit of Christ, did the 
preaching after they finally left Jerusalem and Judea and ventured out into Samaria and the 
world. 
 
This therefore includes the Gentiles who were “afar off” and the Jews who were “near”.  For 
both were sinners who were separated from their God! 
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(Ephesians 2:18 NKJV)  For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 
 

THEREFORE!  Through Him, through His atoning death, we both have access to the Father by 
God the Holy Spirit.  We are equals!  God does NOT distinguish between His children!! 
 

(Ephesians 2:19 NKJV)  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
 

Remember verse 12 where Paul describes the Gentiles before their salvation? 
 

1. They were without Christ 
2. They were aliens of Israel through whom the Messiah would come;  And even though 

much of Israel was disbelieving and faithless, God’s election of them will always stand. 
3. They had NO covenants of promise made with God 
4. They could not truly live in hope of a future 
5. They were separated from the True God of the World. 

 
This was all “fixed” by Jesus.  But one caveat must be taught:  Gentiles do not automatically 
inherits all of the blessings promised to Israel!   Gentiles are fellow citizens with the saints, but 
not citizens of Israel. We all are citizens of  the “household of God” as ONE NEW MAN!  For 
Jewish believers, one might say that they came first into the church at Pentecost, that is, into 
the Body of Christ. Then gentiles joined them later, not as second-hand citizens but co-equals 
in the sharing of the spiritual blessings with which we have been blessed by the Father.  
 

(Ephesians 2:20 NKJV)  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

 
This one new man was and is built on the foundation of the apostles and new testament 
prophets which are able to unseal the OT mysteries about the plans and purposes of God!   
 
But even they are built upon the chief cornerstone.   
 
Why is the cornerstone so important? 
 
Must be large/heavy/strong enough to support/must be set perfectly “true” because every other 
stone is aligned to it! 
 

(Ephesians 2:21 NKJV)  in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord,  (22)  in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
 

The Body of Christ is “built on a foundation”. It is likened to a “living” structure that grows into 
“a” holy temple in the LORD. The “stones” are fitted closely together. And as it grows into a 
dwelling place for God!  This isn’t like the Temple in Jerusalem but rather a “sanctuary” where 
God Himself resides. These verses describe a building but it’s also a living body. Jesus is the 
Head and He is the one who builds us together…not we ourselves.  
 

The Body of Christ is a strange concept but one whose roots are in unity through love.  What it 
appears to be is a fragmented mess of disunity, hatred at times, hardness of hearts, doctrinal feuds, 
and has become more dishonoring to its Head than non-believers might exhibit.  The Body of Christ is 
also disintegrating under the weight of heresy, sin, materialism, modernism (good is evil, evil is good), 
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relevancy (not being able to reach the dying world with Christ’s message of love)  and the curse of 
relativism whereby there is no absolute, objective Truth. 
  
A bleak picture?  Yes.  But the answer is simple: not everyone who claims to be in the Body is, in fact, 
part of His Body just as everyone who says they’re a Christian is saved.  We live in the end-days and 
therefore many things are dark and will get darker as the powers and principalities are allowed to 
deceive more and more people (allowed by God).  Paul taught elsewhere: 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 NKJV  (9)  The coming of the lawless one is according to the working 
of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders,  (10)  and with all unrighteous deception 
among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved.  (11)  And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe 
the lie,  (12)  that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 

 

The really good news is that there is really GOOD NEWS!  We have a hope that is within us. We can 
share the good news with whomever asks. They won’t ask unless you yield to the Holy Spirit so that 
the Light of Jesus emanates from you!  They won’t ask unless you show them the more excellent 
way: LOVE, committed, and sacrificial (which doesn’t translate into being a door mat). But they need 
to experience our love before they can accept Christ’s love.  You don’t have to go out into the world 
(unless you are called)…You can start with your primary relationships, spouses, children, 
grandchildren. Let them see Jesus through you! 
 
 
 


