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Ephesians 3 
 
(Ephesians 2:19 NKJV)  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
 

Remember verse 12 where Paul describes the Gentiles before their salvation? 
 

1. They were without Christ 
2. They were aliens of Israel through whom the Messiah would come;  And even though 

much of Israel was disbelieving and faithless, God’s election of them will always stand. 
3. They had NO covenants of promise made with God 
4. They could not truly live in hope of a future 
5. They were separated from the True God of the World. 

 
This was all resolved by the death and resurrection of Jesus.  But one caveat must be taught:  
Gentiles do not automatically inherits all of the blessings promised to Israel!   Gentiles 
are fellow citizens with the saints, but not citizens of Israel. We all are citizens of  the 
“household of God” as ONE NEW MAN!  For Jewish believers, one might say that they came 
first into the church at Pentecost, that is, into the Body of Christ. Then gentiles joined them 
later, not as second-class citizens but co-equals in the sharing of the spiritual blessings with 
which we have been blessed by the Father.  
 

(Ephesians 2:20 NKJV)  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

 
This one new man was and is built on the foundation of the apostles and new testament 
prophets which are able to unseal the OT mysteries about the plans and purposes of God!   
 
But even they are built upon the chief cornerstone.   
 
Why is the cornerstone so important? 
 
Must be large/heavy/strong enough to support/must be set perfectly “true” because every other 
stone is aligned to it! 
 

(Ephesians 2:21 NKJV)  in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord,  (22)  in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit. 
 

The Body of Christ is “built on a foundation”. It is likened to a “living” structure that grows into 
“a” holy temple in the LORD. The “stones” are fitted closely together. And as it grows into a 
dwelling place for God!  This isn’t like the Temple in Jerusalem but rather a “sanctuary” where 
God Himself resides. These verses describe a building but it’s also a living body. Jesus is the 
Head and He is the one who builds us together…not we ourselves.  
 

The Body of Christ is a strange concept but one whose roots are in unity through love.  What it 
appears to be is a fragmented mess of disunity, hatred at times, hardness of hearts, doctrinal feuds, 
and has become more dishonoring to its Head than non-believers might exhibit.  The Body of Christ is 
also disintegrating under the weight of heresy, sin, materialism, modernism (good is evil, evil is good), 
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relevancy (not being able to reach the dying world with Christ’s message of love)  and the curse of 
relativism whereby there is no absolute, objective Truth. 
  
A bleak picture?  Yes.  But the answer is simple: not everyone who claims to be in the Body is, in fact, 
part of His Body just as everyone who says they’re a Christian is saved.  We live in the end-days and 
therefore many things are dark and will get darker as the powers and principalities are allowed to 
deceive more and more people (allowed by God).  Paul taught elsewhere: 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 NKJV  (9)  The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of 
Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders,  (10)  and with all unrighteous deception among 
those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  (11)  
And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,  (12)  that 
they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 
The really good news is that there is really GOOD NEWS!  We have a hope that is within us. We can 
share the good news with whomever asks. They won’t ask unless you yield to the Holy Spirit so that 
the Light of Jesus emanates from you!  They won’t ask unless you show them the more excellent 
way: LOVE, committed, and sacrificial (which doesn’t translate into being a door mat). But they need 
to experience our love before they can accept Christ’s love. You can start with your primary 
relationships, spouses, children, and in our case, grandchildren. Let them see Jesus through you 
and let them hear about Jesus from you! 
 
Let’s start by reading the first 4 verses: 
Ephesians 3:1-4 NKJV  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles— (2)  if 
indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you,  (3)  
how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already,  (4)  by 
which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 
 
 
(Ephesians 3:1 NKJV)  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles— 
 
Even though Paul was a prisoner, He was still an evangelist, a pastor and a teacher – all under the 
umbrella of his apostleship.  During the day, it was said that he was free to walk around the house 
with a guard, but at night, he was chained up.  But, Paul knew and accepted the Truth:  He was a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus!  This same attitude is supposed to be in us all:  whatever we do, whatever 
happens, it is for and about Jesus and the Glory of God! 
 
Like Jeremiah, who when he complained to God about not wanting to speak said, 
 
Jeremiah 20:9 NKJV  Then I said, "I will not make mention of Him, Nor speak anymore in His name." 
But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, 
And I could not. 
 
That is Paul.  
 
(Ephesians 3:2 NKJV)  if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was 
given to me for you,  
 

Adam Clarke says of this verse “By the dispensation of the grace of God we may understand, 
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either the apostolic office and gifts granted to St. Paul, for the purpose of preaching the Gospel 
among the Gentiles . . . or the knowledge which God gave him of that gracious and Divine plan 
which he had formed for the conversion of the Gentiles.” 

 
This isn’t the same thing as the various dispensations of God throughout history.  
 

(Ephesians 3:3 NKJV)  how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly 
written already,  (4)  by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ), 
 

STOTT: “In English a ‘mystery’ is something dark, obscure, secret, puzzling. What is 
‘mysterious’ is inexplicable, even incomprehensible. The Greek word mysterion is different, 
however. Although still a ‘secret’, it is no longer closely guarded but open . . . More simply, 
mysterion is a truth hitherto hidden from human knowledge or understanding but now 
disclosed by the revelation of God.” 
 
The mystery wasn’t just to Paul and wasn’t given to him first. It was first communicated to 
Peter by God in a vision about all creatures being lowered from Heaven in a sheet.  Then 
Peter was told to eat, which He actually had the nerve to say, “No LORD”. But God’s revelation 
was not about unclean animals, it was about God cleansing the Gentiles and the Apostles not 
reaching them with the Gospel as Jesus had commanded! 
 
Chapter 2 has a brief teaching on the mystery:  one new man in Christ.  
 
Now Paul is going to expand on it.  
 

(Ephesians 3:5 NKJV)  which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now 
been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 
 

In other ages refers to the times of the Jewish Nation where they were, by law, to be kept 
separate from all the gentile nations.  Yes, they were given prophesy such as  
 

Isaiah 49:6 KJV  And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee 
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 

 
And speaking of the Messiah,  
 

Isaiah 11:10 KJV  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

 
But how were these interpreted by the sages and Rabbis? 
 
I think they may have saw God reaching out to the gentiles, but perhaps they figured that they 
would all become proselytes of Judaism but kept separate culturally. 
 

(Ephesians 3:6 NKJV)  that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of 
His promise in Christ through the gospel, 
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The mystery, now revealed, is Jew and Gentile, one in Messiah, co-heirs with Jesus, and 
partakers of the promise in Christs through the gospel.  And what is that promise?  Salvation, 
eternal life etc.   
 
But don’t skim over the phrase “of the same body” because that’s the depth of our union with 
each other and with our LORD, God, and Savior. 
 
 

(Ephesians 3:7 NKJV)  of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to 
me by the effective working of His power. 
 

The word, “minister” is the Greek word for “deacon or servant”. Paul recognizes, that in the 
grand scheme of things, he is simply a servant of Christ by the grace of God. And, even as 
important, it was through the power of God and His grace that Paul was able to be this servant! 
 
BTW:  in the Greek culture a deacon (non-religious) was one who might have served 
customers at a table by keeping their glasses full and to ensure their comfort.  
 
 

When I was growing up, there were times where I was spit on or called names just because I was a 
Jew.  I couldn’t totally understand it other than many people hated us. It took many many years to 
learn that at its core, there was a spiritual battle going on.  The problem was, I never liked the 
separation. I didn’t feel any different than the other kids with whom I played.  And certainly not all 
Gentiles were anti-Semites.    
 
When I came to Messiah, I spent less than a year or so in a church. Then when we moved South, I 
joined one of the largest Messianic Synagogues in the country (and probably the world).  I truly felt at 
home because we were in a place where Jews and Gentiles worshipped God together. It took years 
(about 17), to finally realize that the Jews and Gentiles were not so equal. Nearly 95% of the 
leadership was Jewish. You had to be Jewish to lead the service. You could be gentile and be in a 
ministry like youth or music. There was this not so subtle requirement that I could join the 
international Messianic Jewish alliance as a full member, but my wife had to be an associate 
member. It was then we made plans to leave. But it wasn’t just that. The proverbial straw was when I 
learned that our kids were being taught all about Judaism with “Messiah thrown in where 
appropriate”. I was so upset that I told the teacher that that was “a—backwards”. We left shortly after 
that.  
 
I came to a church and sat under 4 different gentile pastors, one who was responsible for my training 
and ordination. I loved the people and felt as much at home as I did in the synagogue!  Then I went 
into deeper waters by coming to Crossville to be the pastor of a gentile church. 
 
All this bit of testimony to say, I’ve lived out Ephesians and the mystery of the union of all of God’s 
children.  When I first read Ephesians, I was nearly in tears because Paul was teaching what I 
thought was the true way of being a child of God.  Does it mean that I am no longer a Jew? No. I’ll 
always be a Jew but in some real sense, I consider myself a Christian first.  


