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Ephesians 6:1-9 

Last week we discussed mutual submission and the need for the head of the household to take 
responsibility for all major decisions in the home, especially as the spiritual head.  This isn’t about 
day-to-day things where each person has specific roles and responsibilities. I don’t make decisions 
regarding Nancy’s laundry chore nor her normal month-to-month bill paying.  She doesn’t decide on 
the content of my teachings or what’s for dinner.  

 

There were a set of keys that had to be utilized:   First and foremost, Jesus is the center of the 
relationship. All things are to be done with Him in mind – I mean, to understand His will first. Second, 
comes sacrificial love and respect on the part of the husband and wife, respectively.  Third,  
communication;  talk it out!   

 

Anything else? 

 

We also saw that there was an ebb and flow between the church members and between husbands 
and wives.  Church relationships also require the same keys as the marriage relationships.  

 

Next in the letter, Paul addresses children, bondservants and masters.   

(Ephesians 6:1 NKJV)  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  (Ephesians 6:2 
NKJV)  "HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER," which is the first commandment with promise:  
(Ephesians 6:3 NKJV)  "THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU AND YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE 
EARTH."  (Ephesians 6:4 NKJV)  And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

 
(Deuteronomy 5:16 NKJV)  'Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has 
commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you. 

 

Most difficult. It must be taught for our sin nature breeds rebellion and pride.  
 
But just what does this mean?  How is this accomplished?   
Tell me ways you have or are honoring your parents… 
 
What do we do when one or both parents are abusive, cruel, alcoholics or drug addicts? What 
do we do if one or both parents are abusive or cruel to the other?    
 

(Ephesians 6:5 NKJV)  Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; (Ephesians 6:6 NKJV)  not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 
(Ephesians 6:7 NKJV)  with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, (Ephesians 6:8 
NKJV)  knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he 
is a slave or free. (Ephesians 6:9 NKJV)  And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up 
threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 
 

Christianity brought difficulties to the prevailing cultures, both Jewish and Gentile.  Not only 
with the radical change in how women were treated, that is, equal in the site of the LORD, the 
same was true with bondservants and their masters. Again, equal in the site of God. So, men 
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and women, servant and free worshipped their Savior together.  
 
Paul is telling the servants and master the same basic thing as with husbands and wives, and 
parents and children:  Jesus is the center and your love and respect for Him is to be the  
motivation for the love and respect for each other.  
 
Perhaps we need to use this section to understand our relationships with our bosses, or if you 
were a boss, your employees.   
 
Discuss? 
 
  
 

I don’t think the next section is an afterthought or disconnected from what was said before.  For at the 
core of what we have learned in chapter 5 and the first 9 verses of this chapter is the criticality of 
relationships of all kinds “in the LORD”!!!!  My point is, when these relationships break down, those in 
the church, in the home and in the workplace, our power is diminished, and our witness is sullied and 
our God’s reputation, is damaged by the very people He is trying to reach.  
 

Mark 3:25 NKJV  And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 

 
And our adversary, our enemy wants nothing more than to get non-believers to stay non-believers 
and to get believers to reject the one who gave His life for them.   The book of Hebrews was all about 
this issue.  While I am still of the opinion that a true born-again believer will never reject his LORD 
and Savior, the unbelieving world doesn’t make those distinctions. To them, a Christian is a Christian 
regardless of what they believe.  
 
So, his strategy is to induce fear, uncertainly and  doubt; He does this by one major weapon: the lie!   
 
He appeals to our biggest weakness:  pride aka self! 
 
Satan loves to take advantage of our fleshly behavior. When we are unforgiving, angry, selfish, or 
struggling with strong emotions, the devil loves to come in and stir up the pot to make things worse. 
One bit of doubt about our God’s willingness to help us or deliver us or strengthen us, is all it takes. 
Satan will kick us when we are down to try to make it worse.  
  
BUT GOD:  God has given us the Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts, not as a passive observer or to 
just berate us when we mess up, but He is constantly working to renew our minds by speaking Truth 
to us. He also empowers us for the fight!  All circumstances we experience have one goal:  to 
transform and conform us to the image of Jesus so that we will be the image-bearers of God, not for 
our sakes alone, but more for the sake of His Great Name! 
 


