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Introduction: 

 

Galatians is considered by most scholars to be Paul’s first “Letter”. 
And most believe it was written around 49AD, about 14-15 years after 
his conversion on the road to Damascus.  
 

Paul’s letter is a passionate treatment of the core issue that plagued 
the early church.  The issue is described with one word: Judaizing.  
Judaizers were Christian Jews who clung to the requirements of the 
Mosaic Law, even for salvation.  We know from Acts 15 and the 
Jerusalem Council that occurred later, that both Peter and Paul 
spoke at the Jerusalem Council after hearing some Jewish converts 
insist on circumcision and keeping the Law for all Gentile converts.  
Peter said,  
 

Acts 15:8-11  So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged 
them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us,  (9) 
and made no distinction between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith.  (10) Now therefore, why do you test God 
by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear?  (11) But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in 
the same manner as they." 

 

Paul and Barnabas (and even Peter) also spoke about the miracles 
and signs that occurred among the Gentile converts.  The implication 
was, “would God do such things for the Gentiles without them first 
converting to Judaism which was always required in the past?”  Many 
said, “YES, God would want them to convert”, Peter, Paul and others 
said, “NO – that’s the continuation of the bondage to the Law we all 
experienced”.  
 

But before the Council convened and sent letters out to all the Gentile 
churches, Paul dealt with this issue with the churches in Galatia he 
planted.  He had heard that many were being influenced by the 
Judaizers and began to require that the Law be followed – both 
before and after salvation. For us, this plays out in many modern 
churches as a “Jesus+” salvation.  Jesus was a great start but not 
enough!  The “plus” was anything that required along with belief in 
Jesus.  It could be denominationalism, baptism, church membership, 
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giving, attendance, and anything else that would reduce our belief in 
Jesus by grace through faith as not powerful enough to save a soul.  

  

To Paul, as we will see, the Grace of God and the gift of Faith are not 
just the way to eternal life, but they are essential for living a life 
worthy of our calling.  
 

As we read this letter and explore its depths, we will find that Paul is a 
passionate defender of the Gospel of Christ with which he was 
entrusted. We will see his fervent desire for doctrinal purity. And we 
will see his under-shepherd heart for the people to whom he writes!   
 

Remember, Jesus said in the strongest of terms:  You must be born 
again! It is the Spirit that brings life and sustains the relationship 
with that was established on the Cross and sealed by the empty tomb! 

 

Paul’s strongest desire is for the church not to abandon their 
relationship with Jesus for the dangerous but vain works-based 
religion of the Judaizers.  
 

So, just to help us understand the things against which Paul spoke, 
let’s look at some of these teachings because, quite frankly, they are 
still alive today in the church.  
 

1. Circumcision – Even though circumcision was given 
before the Law was, it was codified in the Law for both 
the Jews (as a sign of Abrahamic covenant) and for any 
foreigner who wanted to follow the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. I know a gentile man who was 
convinced that the Holy Spirit was directing him to be 
circumcised.  We will discuss this a lot more later 
because Paul addresses this contentious issue.  

2. Law of Moses – the entire law as represented by the 613 
commandments found in the OT Scriptures. This 
doesn’t just mean the “moral” law but the Levitical laws 
for priests and Levites as well as the judicial laws, 
cleanliness laws, the laws for restitution, etc.  The Law 
has influence on EVERY aspect of a person’s life, 
including his private life.    
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3. Separation – in the 1st Century, Jewish converts to 
Christianity, for the most part, kept the Law and 
worshipped with other Jews in the synagogues and at 
the Temple. The laws governing clothing, hairstyles, 
foods, death and burials, and other practices were given 
in the LAW with the expressed purpose of keeping the 
Children of Israel separated from their neighbors. In 
the beginning of the Nation of Israel, separation was 
critical because God didn’t not want them to mix with 
the pagans and heathens that surrounded the tiny 
nation. Jewish continue to this day by separating 
themselves from other communities. But along with 
separation comes pride and self-righteous attitudes 
towards inferior non-Jews. There are many Messianic 
(not all) synagogues that subtly try to influence their 
gentile members to keep kosher, wear kippa’s and even 
attach “tzi-tzi’s” to their clothing as the orthodox Jews 
do. These fringes represent all of the OT Laws.  

4. Sacred Days – This involves the insistence on keeping 

the 7 Feasts of the LORD and the Sabbath (on the 7 th 

day only).  Today, the 7th Day Adventists insist on the 

Saturday sabbath and, it is a salvation issue. 

5. Legalism – this is tightly connected to the justification issue; 

it focuses on the believer’s way of maintaining his salvation 

by conforming to a set of rules (like the 10 commandments 

or the Mosaic Laws of separation and others).  Many of us 

came from churches where rule-keeping was required. Many 

of us were taught that not tithing 10% of all gross income 

would bring a curse upon you.  Nearly every Friday night and 

Saturday at synagogue, the leader would read: 

a. "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you 
say, 'In what way have we robbed You?' In tithes and 
offerings. You are cursed with a curse, For you 
have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. 
(Malachi 3:8-9) 

b. No one ever quoted “Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is 
written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A 
TREE"),  (Galatians 3:13) 
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Under the backdrop of these issues, Paul enters the mess that 
the Christian Jews created. It is beyond ironic that the Pharisee 
of Pharisees, a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin, circumcised the 
eighth day, a Hebrew of the Hebrews was consumed with such 
religious zeal that he persecuted the church and tried to destroy it!  
 

But, this born-again Jew wrote this letter to the churches he planted 
and without any politeness comes against the Judaizers and those in 
the churches that fell head-long into satan’s schemes to undermine 
the purity of the Gospel!   
 

Chapter 1 contains 3 things:  1) a salutation, 2) a stern warning 
against ALL false gospels,  and 3) a defense of Paul’s 
apostleship.  
 

Let read the first part contained in the first 5 verses: 
 

Galatians 1:1-5  Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through 
man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who 
raised Him from the dead),  (2) and all the brethren who 
are with me, To the churches of Galatia:  (3) Grace to you and 
peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,  (4) who 
gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 
present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,  
(5) to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

(Galatians 1:1) Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but 
through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the 
dead), 

 

Paul immediately declares himself to be an apostle. Many of the 
Judaizers tried to convince the church that Paul was not a true 
apostle because he did not follow Jesus from the beginning and 
was not a witness to his resurrection and ascension to the 
Father.   
 

Acts 1:21-22  "Therefore, of these men who have 
accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us,  (22) beginning from the baptism of 
John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of 
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these must become a witness with us of His resurrection." 
 

not from men nor through man, but through Jesus 
Christ 
 

Paul states that he was not sent by anyone of dubious authority 
such as one sent out by the Sanhedrin who also referred to their 
representatives as apostles.  Nor did he just come on the scene 
and declare himself an apostle and thereby try to thrust himself 
into a position of authority.  No, Paul was called by Jesus 
Himself, and he was also sent by Jesus on a mission to the 
Gentiles. He states very clearly that Jesus, whom he preached, 
was raised from the dead – a cornerstone of the foundation of 
our faith! 

 
(Galatians 1:2) and all the brethren who are with me, To the 
churches of Galatia: 
 

None of which are named which seems to bother some. Their 
identity is not that important. What’s important is the message!   
 

(Galatians 1:3) Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

All of Paul’s 13 letters have this greeting.  Many have remarked 
that true grace always precedes true peace.   

 

(Galatians 1:4) who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver 
us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God 
and Father, 

 

Perhaps this is a good distillation of the Gospel!  Christ dying in 
our stead for the sin that we all committed!  It is a great truth 
that Jesus taught very clearly and very plainly: 
 

John 10:17-18  "Therefore My Father loves Me, because I 
lay down My life that I may take it again.  (18) No one 
takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
command I have received from My Father." 

 

If Paul referred to his day as “this present evil age”, how 
much more our day?  LORD!  How long with this present evil 
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age last?  Until the day the Prince of Peace returns to earth to 
establish His Kingdom upon the earth! 
 
  

What can we say to this?  Same as Paul!!! 
 

(Galatians 1:5) to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Galatians 1:6-10  I marvel that you are turning away so soon from 
Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,  (7) 
which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to 
pervert the gospel of Christ.  (8) But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached 
to you, let him be accursed.  (9) As we have said before, so now I say 
again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have 
received, let him be accursed.  (10) For do I now persuade men, or 
God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would 
not be a bondservant of Christ. 
 

(Galatians 1:6) I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him 
who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 
 

Marvel:  the word means admire, or to wonder; in all cases 
where it is used, it means just that – sometime to marvel at like 
one of His miracles or great teachings.  It seems to me that Paul 
is being very sarcastic here.  More like “Are you kidding 
me???” 
 

Turning away: it means change sides.  Going from Jesus to 
something else – ‘different gospel’.  Can I use the word 
“traitorous”?  Anyone who turns away from Jesus is a traitor. In 
the past, God often accused the Jews of playing the harlot and 
being an adulterous wife!  These are close to Paul’s meaning 
here (IMHO).  
 

(Galatians 1:7) which is not another; but there are some who trouble 
you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

 

Any other gospel that’s not of Christ Jesus, is in reality, not a 
gospel at all!  The only gospel is the Gospel of God, prophesied 
in the OT Scriptures and fulfilled by God Himself through the 
sacrifice, death, burial and Resurrection of God the Son! 
 

The unnamed men who came and agitated those in the church 
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did so by perverting the gospel of Christ into something that 
was no longer any Good News at all.  They wanted to take the 
free gift of salvation given by the grace of God, and turn them to 
rituals, ceremonies, special practices, and other legalistic 
requirements contained in the Law of Moses!   Paul’s tone 
seems to reveal that this false and perverted gospel of men was 
intended to destroy the churches planted by God through the 
Paul and his companions.  Satan was (is) alive and active then 
and even today as he was in the Garden!  If he cannot destroy, 
he corrupts and twists the truth with lies so that the results are 
churches who no longer worship the Author and Completer of 
our faith but rather give attention and credence to vain 
philosophies and man-made ideas that originated in the pit of 
hell!  (is that strong enough?) 
 
Many of these men came out from Jerusalem and claimed to be 
under the authority of the “mother” church in Jerusalem. James 
clarifies in his letter to the gentile churches from the 
Jerusalem Council:   
 

Acts 15:24-25  Since we have heard that some who went 
out from us have troubled you with words, 
unsettling your souls, saying, "You must be circumcised 
and keep the law"—to whom we gave no such 
commandment— (25) it seemed good to us, being 
assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to 
you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul… 

 

Paul doesn’t mince words or water them down: 
 

(Galatians 1:8) But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed.  (Galatians 1:9) As we have said before, so now I say again, 
if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have 
received, let him be accursed. 

 

Cursed:  anathema in the Greek.  Very strong condemnation 
of these who presented a false gospel.   So strong, that Paul 
repeats it!   Cursed and removed from Christ Jesus.   
 

1 Corinthians 16:22 NLT If anyone does not love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come! 
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In the above verse, Paul wrote “Anathema Maranatha”.  WHY? 
 

(Galatians 1:10) For do I now persuade [please] men, or God? Or do I 
seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a 
bondservant of Christ. 

 

Paul knows he is being heavy-handed, but he says that he is not 
writing to please men but rather, to please God!   For how could 
he please men and still be a bondservant (Greek: Slave) of 
Christ?  CAN a servant of Christ please men as well?  
Does one preclude the other? 

 

Galatians 1:10 NLT  Obviously, I’m not trying to win the 
approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my 
goal, I would not be Christ’s servant. 

 
On that happy note, we will stop for tonight.  
 

Paul gave his greeting and then dove right into the issue. He doesn’t 
offer any expressions of thanks or praise that we find his other letters. 
There’s no mention of prayer, nor does he offer one.  And, even 
though several of his letters addressed an issue with which the church 
was dealing, Galatians appears to be the most serious.  
 

We need to understand before we continue that being so early on in 
his gospel mission to the gentiles, one of the areas of attack of the 
Judaizers was personal:  Paul isn’t really an apostle and therefore, he 
had no real authority to teach, let alone, establish a church.  And, 
given his background, how could anyone trust what Paul said?  
 

What were the sources of these attitudes?  There are 2 sources, one 
from the world of unbelievers and the other from within the church.  
 

The unbelievers hate the Gospel because it exposes their evil and 
wicked ways that they want kept in the dark (although, we have 
certainly seen a complete reversal of this in modern times).   
 
They hate the Gospel of Light that comes in and reveals the leprous 
spots covering their souls – and therefore men hate the light.  It’s 
ironic that the Gospel of Peace, the Gospel of Salvation, the Gospel of 
God and the Gospel of every Spiritual and Eternal Blessing would be 
so hated when it offers so much! 
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The second source comes from within the church.  Chapter 1 shows 
that there are jealous, petty men who were once were on top of the 
heap and admired for their wisdom, their piety and their 
righteousness (not to mention their pedigree of Abraham as well as 
being trained up by the Apostles themselves).  These men were proud 
and didn’t like taking a back-seat to Paul who came later and boasted 
of being trained up by Jesus!  What miracles has Paul performed?  
Where did this former persecutor get his authority? Did the Apostles 
send him out?  And so on.  
 

So, next week, we will hear from Paul himself about his credentials. 
Some might say that he is being overly sensitive and shouldn’t have to 
respond to the likes of these men. But I can imagine Paul didn’t go 
into a lot of details about his conversion, choosing to “preach Christ 
and Him crucified” instead.  Remember, even though the Book of 
Acts comes before any of the NT letters, and it contained all the 
historical details of Paul’s missionary journeys and his conversion 
experience, the Book wasn’t penned by Luke until the early 60’s and 
therefore, the early church history wasn’t known in detail except for 
whatever stories the Apostles had told.  Also remember, the Gospels 
hadn’t bee penned yet either. Whatever was known was transmitted 
orally.  So, it was important to establish his qualifications and the 
source of his authority.  
 
It will take the rest of Chapter 1 and all of Chapter 2 to tell the 
Galatian churches his “qualifications”.   


