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Genesis 1: 1-8 

 

Last week we spent a lot of time on the truth of Eternity, the Truth of God’s greatness in that He, as 

Creation’s Creator, created all that we see and truly all that we cannot see as well.   Listen to this 

comment from Francis Schaeffer who was a 20th Century philosopher, theologian and Pastor.  

Something existed before creation and that something was personal and not static; the Father 

loved the Son; there was a plan; there was communication; and promises were made prior to 

the creation of the heavens and the earth.  

Today, I’d like to cover the truths of creation and move on, I hope, through at least verse 5 that 

records the First Day and hopefully onto Day 2. 

Verse 1:  In the Beginning God created heaven and earth.  

Our God created.  The Hebrew word that is used is “Bara”. It is used 99.9% of the time as God doing 

the creating. Only in Joshua 17 does it refer to the people but in the context and Jewish mindset, God 

is the agent of their acts.  

This idea of creating is nothing like what a man does when it is said that he creates a work of art, 

for example.  All man can do is take something that exists and refashion it into something else.    

God, it has been shown, created our universe out of His will and mind.  In this verse, it does not say 

that He spoke it into existence.  But it doesn’t preclude Him doing so.  What was spoken here may 

have been between the God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit.  

Hebrews 11:3 NKJV  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, 
so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 

 

The word “worlds” in the Greek means multiple worlds but rather the universe.  

 

And what did He create?  And Why? 

 

The Heavens and Earth:   Isaiah gives us a glimpse into His purpose: 

Isaiah 45:18 NKJV  For thus says the LORD, Who created the heavens, Who is God, Who 
formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who did not create it in vain (same as 
“without form” in Genesis 1:2), Who formed it to be inhabited: "I am the LORD, and there 
is no other.    

More on this verse in a moment. 

 

The word heavens is plural. In Jewish thought it can mean 1 of three heavens and some even 
believe there are 7 heavens: 

(1) The aerial heaven, or the region above us, where the birds fly, and the winds blow;  
AKA “Sky” 

(2) the starry heavens, or the firmament in which the stars are fixed; all space and 
everything in the universe; AKA “Outer Space” 
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(3) the heaven above all, some believe that this refers to the dwelling place of God 
and of angels. (this is the third heaven spoken of by the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 
12:2).   

 
 Solomon said: 
 

(1 Kings 8:27 NKJV)  “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built! 
 
So, perhaps this third heaven is the place of angels and seraphim and cherubim.  This 
is perhaps the true Tabernacle of God from which the earthly one was copied.  
Therefore, God who is outside of creation must indeed manifest Himself for created 
beings to approach Him. 
    
Vivid imaginations have been debated for a very long time. Because we are finite, it is 
impossible for us to truly understand Heaven.   

 
Let me say that given the events of Day 2, I believe that this is the “unfilled universe”, that is, 
God first created all SPACE.  
 
But what’s going on with the earth?  The word in the Hebrew has broad meaning: in context,  
it can refer to the whole earth, the visible earth or a piece of earth, such as the land of 
Israel.  In this chapter’s context our planet was created at the same moment that God created 
the heavens.   

 

Here’s what we know,  

 

In the Beginning God created the heavens and earth.  

 

In every line of Chapter 1 (except for 1 for one of them), the verse begins with AND (regrettably, 
some translations leave it out).  Add to this that in the Torah there are any line numbers, this adds to 
the idea that this chapter is one continuous description and a sequence of what was created.  

 

1:2 AND the earth was without form and void; and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters; 

 

If your Bible says “and the earth became without form and void”, it is an poor choice of a word that, in 
context, means “was”.  It is a word with an agenda.  

  

Before the theory of evolution was developed along with the idea of eons of time, people 
accepted these 2 verses as is: 

 

God created the heavens and earth and the earth was empty and covered with water, 
therefore, dry land had not yet been formed but was formless under the waters.   
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One might even say this earth was perfectly un-formed and uninhabited when God created it.  

 

Along comes Charles Darwin who gave the unbelieving world an alternative creation story.  And 
the culture wars began! He said that  all life sprang up from earlier forms that were perfectly suited to 
their environment because only the “fittest” survived and had the opportunity to procreate.  It started 
in some primordial ooze and voila!  Over eons of time, life came forth and kept changing and growing 
into the diversity we have today. But soon theory became “fact” that ALL life sprang up from some 
single cell bacterium, even though the theory has been shown to be a lie from the pit of hell. 

 

Geologists, astronomers and physicists set out to prove this theory and again, voila!  The universe is 
self-existent and about 15 billion years old. That was enough time to support Darwin’s untestable 
theories of life ever changing from “lower” simple forms to “complex” forms where eventually apes 
transmuted into humans.   

 

Few challenged the scientists, so theologians were caught off-guard with questions about the Biblical 
6-day creation.  Men of God were ridiculed for the “quaint” stories of the Old Testament,  calling them 
fables and myths.  

 

They came up with a solution where no solution was necessary! We’ll just stick a couple of 
million years between verse 1 and 2 and voila!  All’s well.  But it wasn’t.  What did they think 
happened during all those millions of years? 

 

1. It’s just a time-gap. God just created the heavens and earth and took a breather;  Some 
maintain that He waited until about 6000 years ago and then started the creation week. 

2. Lucifer’s Flood: Well, that’s sounds strange.  So, obviously, God created the heavens and 
earth in perfection and therefore something had to occur between verse 1 and 2 to take God’s 
perfection and turn it into an earth that was formless, empty and surrounded by water!   That 
“something” was Lucifer and a third of the angels rebelling against God.  In his rebellion, 
Lucifer was confined  to earth in the original Garden of Eden.  And, there were bunch of soul-
less humans there as well…and oh, let’s not forget the dinosaurs!!   Sounds a bit strange but 
this type of GAP theory between 1 and 2 has many proponents:  The Dake study bible and 
the Scofield study bible presented it as “fact”.   Even one of my favorite Bible teachers, J 
Vernon McGee taught this in his commentary on Genesis.  
 

Let’s see what Pastor Chuck had to say about it:  Chuck first teaches what some believe and some 
Scriptural references to support it: 

In the far distant dateless past, God created a perfect heaven and perfect earth. Satan was 
ruler of the earth which was peopled by a race of “men” without any souls. Eventually, Satan, 
who dwelled in A garden of Eden composed of minerals (Ezekiel 28), rebelled by desiring to 
become like God (Isaiah 14), Because of Satan’s fall, sin entered the universe and brought on 
the earth God’s judgment in the form of a flood (indicated by the water of Genesis 1:2), and 
then a global ice-age when the light and heat from the sun were somehow removed. All the 
plant, animal, and human fossils upon the earth today date from this “Lucifer’s flood” and do 
not bear any genetic relationship with the plants, animals and fossils living upon the earth 
today.  

So, these men (who are not insane, who are not trying to deceive us, whose intentions are not evil) 
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use Jeremiah 4:23-26 and Isaiah 24:1, Ezekiel 28:1-19 and Isaiah 45:8 as “proofs” for the Gap 
Theory.  If you study these passages carefully, you will see how they are misconstrued and 
misinterpreted.  For example, the verses in Jeremiah 4 and Isaiah 24 need be understood as talking 
about God’s hot displeasure against His people Israel. 

It is also said that since God told Adam to replenish (KJV) the earth in Genesis 1:28, the earth must 
have been inhabited beforehand and was empty now!  

However, this is a misnomer. At the time the KJV came into print, the word “replenish” didn’t carry the 
definition of filling again. The prefix ‘re’ wasn’t used in the same way it is today. If you look at a 
dictionary from that era, you will see that replenish simply means – to fill. 

Well, Pastor, what about partial or dual prophesy?  In all my reading, the second or final fulfillment is 
always future, not backwards into the past.      

 

What I see is people who believe the miraculous elsewhere in the Bible but feel compelled to insert 
so-called scientific facts into the text to avoid being ridiculed for believing that our God is so big, so 
powerful, so intelligent as to create the heavens and earth as it is written.  After all, don’t the facts of 
fossils and dating techniques trump faith and the revealed Word of God.   

The theologians who are more literal and straight-forward in their thinking have their own “proofs” 
from Scripture.  Here’s one: 

Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it. 

Lucifer’s flood which purports to show that soul-less men existed (i.e., pre-humans) and that 
the angels and all that existed were judged by God and He wiped them out in a flood because 
of sin that entered the world “in eons past” doesn’t align with Scripture. 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

 

All three Persons of the Godhead were involved in creation. We just read that the Holy Spirit hovered 
over the face of the waters. The Holy Spirit brings power and energy to bear on creation.  But the Son 
was concealed, and it wasn’t until thousands of years later that He was revealed: 

John 1:1-3 NKJV  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  (2)  He was in the beginning with God.  (3)  All things were made through Him, 
and without Him nothing was made that was made. 

 

Let’s move on to see our awesome God speak! 

 

Genesis 1:3-5 KJV  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  (4)  And God saw the light, 
that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.  (5)  And God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

 
God created light. He did this without any Sun or Moon and stars that were not created yet!   
Does anyone have a great understanding of how He did this or what it really means?  I think it 
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means that God created light. It existed independently from the created sources of light.  
How’s that possible?  I dunno.  But I do know that we will find out when the New Jerusalem 
comes down from the New Heaven to the New Earth.  

 

Revelation 21:23 NKJV  The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the 
glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 

 

Revelation 22:5 NKJV  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, 
for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

 

Again, these things are beyond our understanding and need to be accepted.  But let us not ignore 
that God Spoke.  This in itself is a revelation;  God communicates!  The universe cannot!  Speaking is 
relational and so is hearing!   

 

Evidently darkness was created as well because it says that God deliberately divided the light FROM 
the darkness;  The light didn’t dispel it when it was created.   God called the light “day” and the 
darkness “night”.   This was God doing this, not man. When God names someone or something it has 
the connotation of God having dominion over it.  Because I don’t understand this completely, I do 
tend to spiritualize its application, not its existence.  To me, the idea of separation is throughout both 
Old and New Covenant Scripture.  Light and Darkness have held special meaning to God’s people 
from the beginning:  Darkness was not good, Light He called “GOOD”. 

 

John 3:19-21 NKJV  And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  (20)  For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  
(21)  But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that 
they have been done in God." 

 

I know we often equate darkness and sin.  But I think there’s something else to consider:   God did 
not declare the Darkness bad or evil. But in these verses in John, Jesus says that men love darkness 
more because the light exposes their evil deeds and they rather that everything be kept in the dark.  
In this respect, I see Darkness as a place where men choose to try to hide their sin from others; They 
bring their sin into it rather than into the Light.   See 1 John 1:5-10.  

And, mysteriously, the Night and Day became the first day as the evening and morning.  The word 
“day” is a single day. It doesn’t mean anything else but a 24-hour day.  

 

2 Peter 3:8 NKJV  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

Please read this carefully!  It says “as”, one day is as a thousand years and vice-versa.  This is 
metaphorical and describes the fact that God exists outside of time and is eternal.   

 

Conclusion:  God created Darkness then spoke Light into Creation. The light was good!  And Day one 
was complete!    

 

Psalms 19:1 NKJV  {To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the 
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glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.    

 

Genesis 1:6-8 NKJV  Then God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters."  (7)  Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so.  (8)  And 
God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day. 

 

Firmament:  is an expanse, that is, the  (apparently) visible arch of the sky:   

 

On Day 2, God created an expanse between the waters on the earth and waters that He 
placed far above the firmament.  Creationists see this as a canopy of water vapor that would 
give protection to the life that God was soon to create.  The fact that God called the firmament 
“heaven” speaks of this being very similar to how we understand all the space surrounding our 
planet which we call our atmosphere.  How high this water canopy was when it was created is 
not known.  Many believe that it was the source of all the rain that fell on the earth, which, with 
the fountains of the deep caused the great flood of Noah’s day. 

 

By the end of Day 2 God has fashioned the beginnings of an environment that will sustain life.  And 
all the life He was going to create was in anticipation of His ultimate Creation – A Man and Woman, 
created in His image that would populate earth and tend to it as well.  

 

But why day by day?  We can only guess.  Our infinitely powerful God could have brought this 
universe and everything it contains into existence with one thought or one word, “BE”.  But as we 
read the remainder of the chapter, it seems as though it was done for us!   Our God created it in an 
orderly manner that reveals that all life, and especially our lives, were thought out beforehand and 
then designed from the ground up, so to speak. Life did not appear because of some impersonal, 
unemotional, totally random and purposeless processes.   

 

Psalms 8:1-9 NKJV  To the Chief Musician. On the Instrument of Gath. A Psalm of David. 
O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory 
above the heavens!  (2)  Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained 
strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.  (3)  
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You 
have ordained,  (4)  What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit 
him?  (5)  For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him 
with glory and honor.  (6)  You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; 
You have put all things under his feet,  (7)  All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field,  
(8)  The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.  (9)  O 
LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth! 

 

  

 


