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Genesis 1:26 – 2:17 
 

Genesis 1:20-23 NKJV  Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens."  (21)  So 
God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters 
abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good.  (22)  And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  (23)  So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  
(24)  Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and 
creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; and it was so. (25)  And God made 
the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on 
the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 
God has taken a slight turn in His creative power.  Even though plants, trees and grass have 
been created, in Jewish thought, they are not “alive” as compared to those “things that have 
life”, first described in verse 21 when God created sea creatures (the word that’s used is sea 
monster that is probably similar to the leviathan we read about in Job, Psalms and Isaiah that’s 
more of a huge serpent or other amphibian).  We learned about the word “nehfesh” that means 
“breathing creature” and it also means a living thing with a soul.  The word “soul” means 
different things to people. I use it to describe the “will, emotion, intellect” of a living thing 
without the capacity of relationship with God (i.e., spirit). 
 
With land animals take another slight turn. In verse 24, at the start of Day 6, God said, “let the 
earth bring forth living creatures…”.  The phrase “living creature” is the same as with the sea 
and air animals but the process of creation was not a spoken creation but one where God 
fashioned the land animals from the elements found in the earth.  
 
Note that so far all of God’s creation is totally opposite of the theory of evolution which has all 
life evolving out of some watery soup.   But God…had a different plan!  While we can’t truly 
understand all His motives for creation, we can clearly see the design using created building 
blocks, so to speak, to lay out a path towards His ultimate creation:  Mankind made in His 
Image.  

 
(Genesis 1:26 NKJV)  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 

 
God’s creative act has now has changed.  God, “Elohim”, has chosen to reveal something else 
about His nature.  We have seen that He is omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient. We have 
seen that He Speaks, He creates, He blesses, and we certainly can see that He cares for what 
He has created.  We also see that our Wonderous Creator is not random and while He is 
wholly separated from His creation, He has designed this entire universe with purpose, with 
meaning, with a precision that bogles even the most brilliant minds on earth. 
 
Now, on the sixth day God reveals part of His nature:  He said, “Let us” and “in Our”.  Clearly 
plural and it explains something more about the word, “Elohim”.  God is an “Us”.   Some see 
this as just a “royal we”, like the nurse who comes into a patient’s room and asks, “So, how are 
We doing today?”.   Others see this as God talking with Himself.  These ideas are not even 
remotely a good interpretation.  The third, which many non-trinitarians believe, is God speaking 
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with the angels as if they were somehow involved in the creation process.  This is clearly 
wrong because first, angels are themselves created beings who cannot create, and God said 
“in our image” and we know that the Creator and Created are certainly not equals.  
 
Thank God that we have a fuller revelation of the Godhead because of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  But in the time of this verse (Day 6), we were given only a hint that God was plural in 
nature yet still One God.  
 
Let us MAKE:  this is not the same word for Create. This word means fashioned just as God 
made the land animals.   Some can try to make the case that since God made them in the 
same way, they prove evolution. NOPE NADA AIN’T SO!  Why?  Because God clearly said 
that Mankind would be made in “their image and after their likeness”.  He didn’t say anything 
like this before when he made all land creatures.    
 
“image and likeness” – These are two similar but different Hebrew words.   Image has to do 
with appearance (and so, in different contexts, it refers to an idol whose appearance is similar 
to a person or animal etc. ).   Likeness has more to do with abstract similarities but even in this 
context, they are the same and the same English words are used to describe both Hebrew 
words.  
 
So, how did God make man in His image and likeness? 
 
(GUZIK) 
 

 Man alone speaks in a way that is not in any way, shape or form, like an animal.  

 Man alone possesses personality, morality, and spirituality 

o Unlike any animal, we have complex emotions and superior intellect;  we do not 
operate on the level of instinct where there is no choice, just programmed 
behavior.  

o only humans feel shame;  

o only humans have a spiritual nature with which we communicate and commune 
with God.  We can worship and love Him. 

 Man alone is capable of relationships;  Animals have herding instincts.  

 Man alone can understand and appreciate beauty 

 And, while animals have some semblance of a soul, they were not created with a spirit. 

But unlike God, we are corporeal. God is Spirit.  But mysteriously and perhaps “thinking 
ahead”, God and angels can and do appear in human form when manifesting themselves to 
us. Perhaps one may even say that our unique bodies were designed to be a compatible 
“receptacle” for our spirit and as we know and believe, for the Holy Spirit as well. Certainly 
Jesus, as the Son of God,  lived in a human body.   

 

Philippians 2:7 NKJV  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
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But the keyword here is mystery! 
 
While Scripture portrays God as One who can see, hear, smell, speak, think, plan and feel,  
this too is certainly a mystery as well. I for one until recently thought that this is just man’s way 
of describing God so that we could relate to Him as One who is like us. But I could be mistaken 
and these things are part of His nature.  
 
God also outlines Man’s purpose at the onset:  Man was to have dominion over all fish, birds 
and all land animals.  The word means what it says and is often translated as “rule”.  But 
clearly, at first, this was not to be done in a cruel manner.  Perhaps after the Fall, man had to 
exert more force over nature, but at the beginning, I believe it was to be more of “tending, 
caring for” type of relationship.  Yes, Man was different than any other created thing, but he 
wasn’t to be a cruel taskmaster.   In his assigned task of proper stewardship over the earth, 
some see it as sin if man behaves irresponsibly over that which he has responsibility.  

 
BTW:  the word “man” in Hebrew is “adawm”, that is, adam. It is used as a root word for 
“adawmaw” which means earth or ground. (this is important in chapter 2).   

  

(Genesis 1:27 NKJV)  So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.  (28)  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 
 

And while God formed Man from the dust of the earth, verse 27 makes it crystal clear that we 
were created – using the word “created” three times in the same sentence with the very clear 
phrase, “in the image of God” which was used twice.  Note as well, that while we know about 
Eve’s being formed from Adam’s rib, make no mistake: both male and female were created in 
His Image and were given the same assignment:  “Be fruitful and Multiply and fill the earth”.   
 
God blesses them as well. All life is blessed by God!  He wanted them to thrive in their 
environment.   
 

(Genesis 1:29 NKJV)  And God said, "See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on 
the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. (30)  Also, 
to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in 
which there is life, I have given every green herb for food"; and it was so. 
 

All life was vegetarian. Nothing must die in order to provide sustenance to the “living things”.   
Some use this as justification for believing that we should not eat any other living thing. But I 
think that what’s forgotten is the fact that in a very short while, all of creation will be 
dramatically changed and eating meat might be necessary (again, all of this is in the 
beginning).  
 

(Genesis 1:31 NKJV)  Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. 
So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
 

VERY GOOD!   God’s individual creative acts were good!  But taken as a whole, He saw that 
all creation was exceedingly good, exceedingly beautiful and exceedingly satisfying to its 
Creator. 
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With another bad break in the text, let’s go on to chapter 2: 
 
(Genesis 2:1 NKJV)  Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. 

 
God’s creative acts were complete.  Things will not evolve; Variations within the “kinds” of 
things He created will happen, but no new creatures will come out of “older” ones.   
 

(Genesis 2:2 NKJV)  And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested 
on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 
 

God stopped on the 6th day. It doesn’t mean that He was tired and needed a break.  It simply 
means, He ceased creating, he stopped working (so to speak). 
 

(Genesis 2:3 NKJV)  Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested 
from all His work which God had created and made. 
 

 For the 3rd time, God blesses what He has done. This time He also sanctifies it.  It is a wholly 
different kind of day. He did this for US!  He set up, from the beginning that there would be a 
time to work and a time to stop working. This would be the “Sabbath” day as it defined by 
Moses to the children of Israel.  
 
I’ve always seen this as a “trust” day. It’s a day when we can stop striving to “make ends 
meet”, a day when we can declare that there’s a God in Heaven who provides all that we need. 
It is a day to be satisfied with God and not just for the things He graciously gives.  It has 
become a day of worship but I think everyday can be a day of worship because worship and 
praise and prayer are to be a daily pleasure and not just relegated to one day a week.  

 
During one of the first teachings I called “evolution” a lie from the pit of hell.  
 
We watched a part of the movie Inherit the Wind yesterday about the 1925 Scopes “monkey” trial.  
During the trial there was this dramatic scene where the lawyer defending evolution tore into a 
witness who was a self-professed bible believing Christian man. The poor man couldn’t answer any of 
the lawyers mocking questions about the age of the earth,  the existence of fossils, or who was Cain’s 
wife.  Or the most often asked question, “why does your loving God allow pain and suffering in the 
world”.   And this is just a tip of the iceberg.  The man who supported the truths in the Bible could not 
give a satisfactory response to any of the lawyers questions except for the age of the earth which he 
knew was computed by Bishop Usher using the genealogies in the Bible (at the time, it was 4004 
years old).  But science has “proven” this wrong using modern dating techniques. NOT.   
 
It would be nice if people didn’t mock us about our beliefs. It would also be nice to be able to answer 
some of their questions.  It would also be nice for believers to ask their own questions of evolutionists.  
 
Now, I was going to give a list of questions and answers for both sides.  But all of these can be found 
on both creationist and evolutionist sites.  I was going to show how evolution is not just a theory but a 
religion whose faith may just be stronger than ours. I was going to show how ugly and rude 
evolutionists can be because they believe their intelligence has evolved past us stupid Bible/religious 
folks.  
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Let’s not focus this morning on the questions and answers. We can simply go to Answer’s in Genesis 
website and see tons of questions and answers.  The biggest problem with evolution is that it 
removes God from the discussion of life. Evolution cannot satisfy our longing for meaning and 
significance. Evolution is not equipped to provide hope for the future.  Evolution reduces man to just a 
smart ape. Evolution reduces man to the level of “just another” animal who is just smarter than any 
other one. Evolution says that we are not special and that all our differences are just due to survival of 
the fittest.  Evolution says death is the single source of all change and therefore it is good.  Evolution 
does not value human life as significant and therefore it’s perfectly right to kill babies in the womb or 
anyone who simply wishes to die.  Evolution is death! 
 
But God….has provided answers: 
 
God created life. God created mankind to have life within them that is part of Himself. We don’t know 
the answers to all questions, but God has given us everything we need to live:  air to breathe, food to 
eat, purpose, and hope.    

 

Ecclesiastes 3:11-14 NKJV  (11)  He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has 
put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from 
beginning to end.  (12)  I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good 
in their lives,  (13)  and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his 
labor—it is the gift of God.  (14)  I know that whatever God does, It shall be forever. 
Nothing can be added to it, And nothing taken from it. God does it, that men should fear 
{be reverent} before Him. 

 
God has also not abandoned us to ourselves to figure all of this out!  He has given us His words, His 
teachings, His instructions, His heart in all matters.  And, He has given us His Living Word, Jesus, so 
that we can spend eternity with Him and not separated from Him.  
 
God creates AND God sustains all that He has created. He sustains us with His Truth and by His 
Word, that is, His revelations and promises that He made since before the Beginning.  
 

2 Corinthians 1:20-22 NKJV  (20)  For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 
Amen, to the glory of God through us.  (21)  Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 
has anointed us is God,  (22)  who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee. 

 

Evolution has no guarantees.  Evolution started as a random process out of chaos. It continues as a 
random process in chaos.  

 

He has set before us life (Himself) and death (man’s godless theories). And He has told us:  Choose 
Life!    

 
 


