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Genesis 9 

 

Genesis 8:20-22 NKJV  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of 
every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.   

 

The earth was not as before. The climate was different. It was certainly more hostile because 
of the great upheavals caused by the flood. With the protective vapor barrier gone, variations 
in rain, wind brought wide temperature differences and creationists believe that the polar ice 
masses were formed right after this time. All of the animal life that was on the earth was buried 
in the sediments caused by the flood.  The land had to be re-cultivated for food;  one must 
assume that the LORD God caused wild vegetation (grass, trees etc) to grow rapidly to sustain 
the animals coming off the ark. 

 

But before Noah turned over the soil to begin to plant food, he built an altar; His first act was a 
willing sacrifice of the clean animals. He didn’t wait until more were born…by faith he gave the 
LORD one of the precious few (one of the 7) that he had.  How gracious is our God to allow an 
animal to be a substitute for the death we deserved, and even the deserving of the flaming 
fires of punishment?  

 

(21)  And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, “I will never again 
curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor 
will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.  (22)  “While the earth remains, Seedtime and 
harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not cease.” 

 

These thoughts, I presume, become the blessing that is given to Noah and his sons in verse 1 
of chapter 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah and all the passengers in the Ark have departed. With the earth cleansed, God gives Noah and 
his family instructions about what is expected of them and all who come after them. The whole earth 
will be repopulated by Noah’s 3 sons and their wives. These instructions are part of the unconditional 
covenant God makes with Noah and all mankind that follows. 

 

(Genesis 9:1 NKJV)  So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth. 

 
The earth has been renewed and so is the commandment to be fruitful and multiply! 

 
As with the newly created sea creatures on the fifth day: 

 

Genesis 1:22 NKJV  And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
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the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”    

 

And, as with Adam and Eve: 

 

Genesis 1:28 NKJV  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 
(Genesis 9:2 NKJV)  And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on 
every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into 
your hand. (3)  Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, 
even as the green herbs. 
 

Before the Fall, there was, in essence, peaceful dominion and care given to the animals. After 
the Fall and now after the Flood, this has changed.  God told Noah that all animals, every 
moving thing, can be eaten. Therefore, God protects that which He saved (that is, the beasts, 
birds and even the fish) by putting fear of man into them.   
  
And, unlike with the Mosaic law, there were no restrictions on the kinds of living things that 
man could eat.   But, like the Mosaic law, there was a restriction on how they were to be eaten: 
 

(Genesis 9:4 NKJV)  But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. (Genesis 9:5 NKJV)  
Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and 
from the hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man. (Genesis 
9:6 NKJV)  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God 
He made man. 

 

Leviticus 17:11A NKJV  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for 
the soul.’  ……  Leviticus 17:14 NKJV  for it is the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life. 
Therefore I said to the children of Israel, ‘You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of 
all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.’ 

 
Clearly, blood is critical to life. But aside from the commandment not to eat raw meat with its 
blood, the LORD adds a consequence:  eating blood will require the blood of the one eating it, 
that is, death.  And, by extension, knowing mankind’s heart, premeditated murder of a person 
will require the death of the murderer. Plainly spoken, Simple to understand and 
uncomplicated for even the dullest of minds.   And even though the “image of God” has 
been obscured by sin, it is still there and “should” give pause to the one considering taking a 
life.  Obviously, most people do not stop and think about the truth of what they are about to do.  
 

(Genesis 9:7 NKJV)  And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; Bring forth abundantly in the earth And 
multiply in it.” 

 
Again, repeated for emphasis and a small command to grow and cultivate food was added.  
 
So, the Noahic covenant had five provisions: 
1. First, Be fruitful and multiply to replenish the earth.  Noah becomes Adam 1.5.  
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2. Second, Fear and dread of man would be instilled in the animal kingdom. This is because 
of the 3rd provision: 

3. Third, Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. 
4. The 4th provision is the only negative prohibition:  do not eat blood. 
5. The final provision: capital punishment for murder.   

 
Even though there is a consequence for eating blood or shedding it, the covenant stands 
forever. 

 

Rabbinic Judaism has created the 7 laws of the Noahic Covenant: 

1. Laws of Justice 

2. Laws of Blasphemy 

3. Laws of Idolatry 

4. Laws of Sexual Immorality 

5. Laws of Homicide 

6. Laws of Theft 

7. Laws of Eating Blood and other parts of an animal 

 

These laws are part of the 613 laws of the Mosaic Law. Jews must adhere to all 613 laws to be 
righteous.  Gentiles do not have to adhere to the 613 laws to be righteous, but they can 
receive it thru the 7 Noahic Laws, which actually translate into 68 of the 613 Mosaic Laws.  
Personally, I find this rather arrogant for the Jews to decided good-and-evil for non-Jews. But 
then again, these were used as the basic for the decree of the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15: 

 

Acts 15:19-20 NKJV  Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the 
Gentiles who are turning to God,  (20)  but that we write to them: 

 to abstain from things polluted by idols,  

 from sexual immorality,  

 from things strangled,  

 and from blood. 

 
Notice a subtle consequence:  Mankind will retain authority over the animals and even the 
vegetable kingdoms, but not over the earth.  
 
That authority has been given to Satan, who usurped the authority from man.   He took it from 
man at the Fall, but was given it by God…God is always in control. 
 
John 12: 31 states that Satan is the prince of this world;  

 

John 12:31 NKJV  Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
cast out. 

 
2 Corinthians 4: 4 states he is the god of this age; and  

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NKJV  (3)  But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 
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are perishing,  (4)  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, 
lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
on them. 

 
Luke 4: 6 states that Satan has the authority over the kingdoms of this world. 
 

Luke 4:5-6 NKJV  Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  (6)  And the devil said to Him, "All this 
authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I 
give it to whomever I wish.    

 

(Genesis 9:8 NKJV)  Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying:  (9)  "And as for Me, 
behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, (10)  and with every 
living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that 
go out of the ark, every beast of the earth.  (Genesis 9:11 NKJV)  Thus I establish My covenant 
with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall 
there be a flood to destroy the earth." 
 

This covenant is with all life on the earth forever. No world-wide flood – ever! 
 
In the end, it will be fire that cleanses the earth. Fire is mentioned 23 times in the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ and the final disposition of all evil is a lake of fire. 
 
BTW:  not all fire is bad.   
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 NKJV  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, 
you have been grieved by various trials,  (7)  that the genuineness of your faith, being 
much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found 
to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ  

 
In other words, if you are going thru trials and tribulations, never ask “why?” or “Why is this 
happening?  Or What did I do to deserve this punishment?” Rather ask, “what can I learn from 
this experience?” and then add, “Not my will but Yours LORD; teach me and mold me as Your 
firm but gentle hands do!”.  Allow it to be to the Glory of God! 

 
(Genesis 9:12-17 NKJV)  And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me 
and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:  (13)  I set My rainbow 
in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. (14)  It shall be, 
when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;  (15)  and I will 
remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  (16)  The rainbow shall be in the cloud, 
and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is on the earth."  (17)  And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I 
have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth." 
 

The Rainbow:  The more I read about how a rainbow is formed, the more I realize what a 
miracle it is. The descriptions might have scientific merit, but the truth is, there must be the 
right amount of water droplets in the sky, the right amount of sunlight hitting that water at a 
precise angle for a rainbow to appear. And, the colors always are the same and in the same 
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order!  From outer to inner, the colors of a rainbow are red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet (ROYGBIV). 
 
I read no satisfactory or consistent answer as to why it is a bow (and sometimes, depending on 
the circumstances, it can be a full circle).  Scientists describe the mechanics of sunlight hitting 
water droplets but if they are droplets, shouldn’t the rainbow either shrink or disappear rather 
quickly?  

 
The only answer that satisfies is that God places them there to remind us of His covenant - His 
unconditional covenant with man and all living things.  He promised to not destroy the earth 
ever again by floodwaters.  
 
Don’t we also have a “rainbow”, so to speak, to remind us of our covenant with Jesus?   What 
is it??  The Cross is the symbol of the unconditional New Covenant.  
 
And like most things in this world, Satan has tried to usurp even the symbols of the LORD’s 
covenants: 
1. The rainbow has become the symbol for the LGBTQIA community of the confused and 

deceived. 
2. The cross has become jewelry 
3. Circumcision has become a symbol of anti-Semitism and a growing number of politicians 

are trying to outlaw it. 
 

And so, Satan tries to deflate their true meaning and at the same time, make a mockery of the 
Grace of God! 
  

The promise of “never again” is remarkable considering what happens next.  Sin was covered by the 
waters but because of  man’s evil heart, man’s rebellion and man’s foolish declaration of “there is no 
God”, more work was required by the Hand of God to finally remove the sin that came into the world 
by the father of all lies. 
 
So, Noah departed the Ark, received the Promise of God, and it didn’t take long before things 

went the “way of Cain” again.  

(Genesis 9:18 NKJV)  Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
And Ham was the father of Canaan. (19)  These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the 
whole earth was populated. 

 
Only Canaan is mentioned here as the son of Ham, and it is a bit strange that he alone is 
named, being the youngest.  
 
Remember, traditionally, the sons are listed by their birth order.  
 
Keep these 2 things in mind… 

 
(Genesis 9:20 NKJV)  And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard.  
 

Noah took the first drink even before it was made into wine (that is, he drank it first in his 
heart). 
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(Genesis 9:21 NKJV)  Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. 
 

Drunkenness leads nowhere good.  
 

Proverbs 23:29-35 NKJV  Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who 
has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes?  (30)  
Those who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine.    

 
This is a sad truth that is borne out of what happened as described in the second part of this 
verse: “and became uncovered in his tent” 
 
The English translation can mean one of two things: 
1. Noah, from tossing and turning, became uncovered in his tent as he slept.  
2. Noah “was uncovered” by someone else.  

 
(Genesis 9:22 NKJV)  And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his 
two brothers outside. 
 

Canaan is mentioned again as the father of Ham.  Ham saw Noah lying naked in his tent and 
immediately went to tell his brothers.  The word “told” carries the idea of “telling with delight” – 
“Hey guys, guess who I saw naked in his tent?”.  
 
There’s another idea expressed here:  the idea of “uncovering nakedness” is used elsewhere 
as a prohibition: 
 

Leviticus 18:6-7 NKJV  'None of you shall approach anyone who is near of kin to him, to 
uncover his nakedness: I am the LORD.  (7)  The nakedness of your father or the 
nakedness of your mother you shall not uncover. She is your mother; you shall not 
uncover her nakedness. 

 

The ancient Rabbi’s saw this as a euphemism for sexual relations rather than just simply being 
naked.   

 
So, what actually happened?  Let’s read on… 
 

(Genesis 9:23 NKJV)  But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and 
went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they 
did not see their father's nakedness. 

 
Shem and Japheth did the right thing and covered up their father and did it in a manner such 
that they would not see him.  
 

(Genesis 9:24 NKJV)  So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to 
him. 
 

If Ham was always listed after Shem, how could he be the youngest son?   In the culture of the 
day, a father might also call his grandsons, son.  The word “grandson does not appear in the 
Bible”. Grandsons and granddaughters were referred to as sons and daughters. The phrase 
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“younger son” can refer to a grandson as well as a son. 

 

So, Noah awoke. He was covered up at this point. But the Scripture says “he knew what his 
younger son had done to him”.  
 
Whatever happened, God either revealed it to Noah or there was some evidence of Noah 
being harmed, and I believe it was by his grandson Canaan.   
 
This seems evident by the next verse but, there’s enough vagueness not to have this 
interpretation cast in stone.  

 
(Genesis 9:25-27 NKJV)  Then he said: “Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to his 
brethren.” (26)  And he said: "Blessed be the LORD, The God of Shem, And may Canaan be his 
servant.  (27)  May God enlarge Japheth, And may he dwell in the tents of Shem; And may Canaan 
be his servant." 
 

The Hebrew means “Bitterly cursed!”.  Noah bypasses Ham and names Canaan!  Canaan and 
his descendants would be bondservants of the eldest brother, Shem.  

 
BTW: This prophesy was fulfilled by Joshua’s armies when the Israelites, who sprung from 
Shem, conquered the land of Canaan, slew thirty of their kings, and took their cities and 
possessed them, and enslaved them. (see Joshua 12:7-24). 
 

(Genesis 9:28 NKJV)  And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.  (29)  So all the 
days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died. 
 

Noah, it is presumed, lived long enough to see his grandchildren and his greatgrandchildren 

(etc.).  Like his own sons, he would witness both the “good” and the “bad” in the many who 

came after him.   

Chapter 10 and 11 describe these generations in more detail.  

From chapter 8 and 9 we see that all life that was to be saved was safe in the Ark. The LORD Himself 

shut them in so that they could survive the rising floodwaters of judgment and justice. But even during 

this time, there was work to be done. All the animals needed to be fed and their stalls or cages or 

nests had to be kept clean. This went on for at least a year.  

At the appointed time, they had to leave the Ark for their new home. And once again, the LORD God 

told them to be fruitful and to refill the earth with life.  

The pictures and symbols presented here are clear: 

The floodwaters are yet again rising. Not with physical water, but in the growing evil, wickedness, 

rebellion and sin against God. God is Just and He will, once again, judge the earth and pour out his 

Justice – not with floodwaters but with “bowls of wrath” (Revelation 16). 

We too have an Ark.  This Ark was purely of God and not man. The Seed of the Woman was brought 

forth by the gracious act of God the Holy Spirit.  This Ark is stronger having been built on better 

promises! 
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As with Noah, we too enter the Ark of our salvation by faith and we too have been sealed up into Him 

by the Holy Spirit.  And we too must be about the Father’s business while we ride out the floodwaters 

of sin.  We have people which we need feed and tend. Hard hearts must be melted by the Light of 

Messiah; And many need to be invited into the Ark before it is too late. 

Noah and the rest of the passengers had to deal with the raging waters; they were tossed all over the 

watery earth. But our Ark is so stable, so strong, so perfect that we can always be at rest regardless 

of what’s happening outside. As long as we stay in our Ark, we can weather any storm.  My advice:  

Stay in the Ark until the day you have come to your everlasting destination!  Stay in the Ark because 

the truth is, none of us are strong enough, smart enough or good enough to weather life without the 

refuge of our Ark. 

2Psalms 62:5-8 NKJV  My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him.  
(6)  He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved.  (7)  In God 
is my salvation and my glory; The rock of my strength, And my refuge, is in God.  (8)  Trust in 
Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah 

 

 


