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Genesis 13-14 

 

Last week:  In a moment of unbelief, Abram looks around, sees a famine in the land that God had 
promised him and then decides to go south to Egypt for his provision.  Abram apparently believed 
God as long as things were going well. If this was a test of His faith, he failed. But was it a failure?  It 
would have been a complete failure if Abram stayed in Egypt, ignoring the Promises of God.  He did 
return, but it took a spanking from the heathen Pharaoh to get him moving.  All the way to Egypt he 
was probably sure that he was doing the right thing. And after prostituting his wife for his own safety, 
he must have been very sure because Pharaoh lavished such great wealth on him. And surely God, 
His God, was pleased since things were going so well. But imagine what it was like to come back 
north.  

 

“Stupid stupid stupid!  What was I thinking?  I was only concerned with my own belly!  And look 
how I treated Sarai!  And look!  She’s still walking by my side! I surely do not deserve her! And 
now, each step back to Canaan feels heavier than the one before. And those things I have feel 
like weight’s around my ankles.  Oh God!  You made such fantastic promises. If I truly believed 
You, I would have stayed where I was…And now, will you still keep your promises?  How will 
You punish me for all I have done?  Man, I’m gonna get it now!  

 

Abram (Abraham) has been called the friend of God. But before that, he was called a servant of God.  
I said that Abram failed a test of faith. But that doesn’t mean he lost it for good. Each step forward 
was a step of faith.  It took faith to come back to the famine.  Just because he may have been afraid, 
the tiny seed of faith was enough.  Looking up thru the desert sands into the distant mountains where 
he came from must have appeared insurmountable. But that tiny seed of faith was big enough for any 
mountain.  It was enough for Abram, and is always enough for us! 

 

What happens next is a picture of the tiniest seed blossoming into the wisdom and faith of Abram.  

 

(Genesis 13:1 NKJV)  Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot 
with him, to the South. (Genesis 13:2 NKJV)  Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 
(Genesis 13:3 NKJV)  And he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where 
his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, (Genesis 13:4 NKJV)  to the place of the 
altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram called on the name of the LORD.  

 
Abram returned to the land. He ended up back at the place from which he started this 
adventure: between Bethel and Ai. In the last chapter, he “pitched his tent” and then built an 
altar and “called on the Name of the LORD”.  Seems to me that ending up back where you 
start is a pretty good picture of “wasted time”.  The only thing he achieved was material wealth.     

 

But perhaps it was seeing the “old rugged altar” he had built before moved Abram to the once 
again to call on the Name of the LORD!  How many of us have gotten to a place in our lives 
when we realized the truth of “where else can I go?  Who else can I call upon?”   

 

Yes, this next sacrifice was one of repentance for the sin of unbelief.  God accepted his 
sacrifice and forgiveness was given – and fellowship was restored.  Now, Abram himself could 
see that the God of all mercy and grace was His God.  
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Just maybe God’s “tests of faith” aren’t pass-fail but rather God’s perfect way to strengthen 
and purify our faith. No brag when we pass, no shame when we fail but just a learning process 
of surrender and dependence on the God who is ever for us and not against us. 

 

(Genesis 13:5 NKJV)  Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.  (Genesis 13:6 
NKJV)  Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their 
possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. (Genesis 13:7 NKJV)  And there was 
strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. The 
Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 
 

But there was still one other issue that had to be resolved: Lot.  
God’s grace was obviously extended to Lot, but Lot wasn’t supposed to be there. He was 
supposed to stay in Haran. 
 
Lot was materially blessed by following Abram. So much so that the immediate pasture lands 
were not able to support both of their herds.  Tensions mounted between the herdsmen who 
tended the flocks.  
 
And, there’s that curious statement about the Canaanites and Perizzites living in the land as 
well.  Perhaps it’s a glimpse into the mind of Abram:  he doesn’t want to again damage his 
witness for His God, the one True God by a lot of infighting and division which would have 
been seen by his Canaanite neighbors.  God’s intention for ALL his people is for them to not 
be OF the world when they are IN the world.  How many times has a Christian failed to witness 
to an unbeliever because of what that person had already seen in other Christians! 
  

(Genesis 13:8 NKJV)  So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife between you and me, and 
between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. (Genesis 13:9 NKJV)  Is not the 
whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if 
you go to the right, then I will go to the left."  
 

With Solomon-like wisdom, Abram makes a proposal:   
 

Lot, you choose between what you see on the left and what you see on the right.  If you 
choose left, I’ll go right; if you choose right, I’ll go left. It’ll be your choice that causes my 
next move. 
 

Abram understands that God will keep His Promise regardless of what Lot chooses. He would 
be content with the “left or right” because the goal wasn’t land per se, the goal was 
reconciliation with LOT before things really got out of hand.  Abram sees all the land that God 
has promised him and NOW knows (from his experience in Egypt) that the LORD will take care 
of him even if a large portion of the land was given to Lot.  
 
While the issue was purely pragmatic (grazing land), God’s purposes will not be thwarted.  He 
doesn’t want Abram to have any of his immediate family with him.  Most know what happens 
with Lot, and God, of course knew it beforehand. Separating from Lot was necessary as it is 
sometimes needful for us to keep some distance from our families. ((( my example ))).   

 
(Genesis 13:10 NKJV)  And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
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everywhere (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the 
land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar.  (Genesis 13:11 NKJV)  Then Lot chose for himself all the plain 
of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other. (Genesis 13:12 NKJV)  
Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even 
as far as Sodom. (Genesis 13:13 NKJV)  But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and 
sinful against the LORD. 
 

Trusting God, Abram leaves the choice up to Lot. Lot sees with his physical eyes and ignores 
all the rest of the information he might need to make a good choice.  The plain of Jordon was 
lush, presumably because of flooding of the Jordon River. Some believe the plain was north of 
the Dead Sea on both sides of the river. Some believe it was mainly on the east side of the 
river. Some believe it was on the far side of the Dead Sea. But the Dead Sea can’t irrigate the 
land around it.   

 
Regardless of the exact location of the plain, Lot is drawn to potential wealth that he would not 
have to share with his uncle.  Whether verse 13 was a later comment from the writer or was 
common knowledge, Lot set up his tent towards Sodom (as the KJV) reads.  Now his actions 
are lining up with his heart… 

 
(Genesis 13:14 NKJV)  And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your 
eyes now and look from the place where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 
(Genesis 13:15 NKJV)  for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 
(Genesis 13:16 NKJV)  And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man 
could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. (Genesis 13:17 
NKJV)  Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you." 

 
The LORD speaks comfort and assurance to Abram. Abram did good by separating himself 
from Lot. But I’m sure there was some regret or grief involved.  Abram is presumably on top of 
Mt Ephraim (so named many years later) which is between Bethel and Ai.  Abram would have 
had a very large view of the land which was bordered on the north by Mt Lebanon, southward 
to Edom at the end of the Dead Sea; eastward towards the plain of Jordon and westward to 
the Sea. 

 
Don’t miss it:   The land that God promised Abram included the land given to Lot…  
 

(Genesis 13:18 NKJV)  Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of 
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LORD. 
 

Abram moves to Hebron and once again, builds an altar. Why he went south is not recorded 
but this grove of trees was probably indicative of some sort of Oasis and water for his herds. 
Hebron is still in the mountains. 

 
(Genesis 14:1 NKJV)  And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of 
Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, (Genesis 14:2 NKJV)  that they made 
war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). (Genesis 14:3 NKJV)  All these joined together in the 
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 

 
Chedorlaomer  becomes the de facto leader of all these kings.  It certainly appears that Abram 
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was spared involvement in these tribal disputes. 
 
If some of the names of the nations/tribes sound familiar, it’s because some are descendants 
of Shem and Ham.  In particular, Chedorlaomer was a grandson of Shem and the son of Elam.  
Some believe that the king of Sodom was a Hamite who seized that part of Canaan before. 
The prophesy of the Canaanites serving the Shemites is coming true! 
 

(Genesis 14:4 NKJV)  Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they 
rebelled.  

 
Why?  Most believe that like many empires (large or small), those on the losing end have to 
pay some sort of tribute to the ruling king.  After 12 years of service, these conquered nations 
had enough! 
 

(Genesis 14:5 NKJV)  In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came 
and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 
(Genesis 14:6 NKJV)  and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the 
wilderness. (Genesis 14:7 NKJV)  Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), 
and attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar.  
 

Chedorlaomer and his loyal kings went out to conquer more territory.  
 
Note that the mention of the Amalekites and Amorites isn’t within this specific timeframe.  
Moses is using these 2 nations to indicate their location,  not to say that they existed at that 
time. 
 

(Genesis 14:8 NKJV)  And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the Valley of 
Siddim (Genesis 14:9 NKJV)  against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel 
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 
 
So the five rebellious kings go up against Chedorlaomer and his three compatriots in a valley on the 
eastern and southern-most side of the Dead Sea.  
 
(Genesis 14:10 NKJV)  Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains. 
 

The four kings of Chedorlaomer overpower the five rebellious kings and what may have been 
designed as a trap for Chedorlaomer, (the tar pits), actually became a grave for many of those 
who lived in the region (especially those from Sodom and Gomorrah).   

 
(Genesis 14:11 NKJV)  Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
provisions, and went their way.  (Genesis 14:12 NKJV)  They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son 
who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 
 

Lot is now evidently living in Sodom. He’s taken prisoner along with what he owned.  
 

(Genesis 14:13 NKJV)  Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt 
by the terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were 
allies with Abram.  (Genesis 14:14 NKJV)  Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
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captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, 
and went in pursuit as far as Dan. (Genesis 14:15 NKJV)  He divided his forces against them by 
night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of 
Damascus. 

 
Abram hears of Lot’s predicament and takes action. He evidently has allies close by, and he 
takes them and the servants of his household.  We’re not told how many soldiers were with the 
4 kings, but Abram only takes 318 trained servants. Is this an act of faith? 
 
Verse 13 is the first time that Abram is referred to as a Hebrew, a direct descendant of Eber, 
the great-grandson of Shem. 
 
This nighttime attack is seen over and over again throughout the OT.  It’s a brilliant tactic 
because not only are the soldiers asleep, their weapons are set aside.  
 
Once aware of the attack, and perhaps seeing so many of their men lying dead on the ground, 
Chedorlaomer’s men are forced to flee to the north. Abram pursues them even passed 
Damascus…a very long way from home! 
 

(Genesis 14:16 NKJV)  So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and 
his goods, as well as the women and the people. (Genesis 14:17 NKJV)  And the king of Sodom went 
out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley), after his return from the defeat of 
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. 
 

Abram returns Lot and his household and herds to Sodom and, presumably any other captives 
from that vicinity.  
 
Now, along comes the enigmatic King of Salem.  
 

(Genesis 14:18 NKJV)  Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the 
priest of God Most High. 
 

We came across this person when we studied the Book of Hebrews.  
 

Hebrews 6:19-20 NKJV  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,  (20)  where the forerunner 
has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the 
order of Melchizedek. 

 

Quoting Psalm 110:4, we learn that there is another priesthood besides the Aaronic 
priesthood.  The latter was by birth. The former is by the declaration of the LORD God.  

 

Hebrews 7:1-4 NKJV  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, 
who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,  (2)  to 
whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated "king of 
righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace,"  (3)  without 
father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of 
life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.  (4)  Now consider how 
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great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. 

 

First, I don’t believe Melchizedek is Jesus. I don’t believe he is an angelic messenger.  He was 
a real king who ruled over Salem which would become Jerusalem. He did not have a recorded 
genealogy, so no one knew when he was born nor when he died. Being made ‘like’ the Son of 
God logically says that he couldn’t be the Son of God for the Son existed before time. How 
was he like the Son of God:   he was a king and his name means king of righteousness. Being 
from Salem, he was also known as the king of peace. The True Son of God, however, is the 
LORD of Righteousness (Adonai Tzekenu (Jeremiah 23:5,33:16)) and the LORD of peace 
(Adonai Shalom) (2 Thessalonians 3:16)).  
 
(BTW:  Jewish sages believed that this priest was Shem; but he really doesn’t fit the 
revelations in Hebrews 7) 
 
By the time of Jesus earthly ministry, the Aaronic priesthood hadn’t used a bloodline to name 
the next priest, and even the High Priest was appointed by some Jewish governor or other 
official. The priesthood finally died out when the Temple was destroyed.  
 
BUT: The order of Melchizedek is forever.  
 

(Genesis 14:19 NKJV)  And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth; (Genesis 14:20 NKJV)  And blessed be God Most High, Who has 
delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe of all. 
 

He comes and blesses Abram and God Almighty for delivering Abram’s enemies into his hand. 
It appears that even the king of Sodom yields to him.  
 
And before the Law was given, the practice of tithing begun. I think today we only see it as law 
and not for what it is:  gratitude for what God has given us and to sacrifice a portion of what He 
has given back to Him. The attitude is: we don’t give to the church; we give to God.  And it is 
given by faith.  
 
He brings bread and wine but the possible connection to the body and blood of Jesus is 
interesting but unproven. Perhaps it is simply a gesture of refreshment after the battle.   
 

(Genesis 14:21 NKJV)  Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the 
goods for yourself.” 

 
The King wants those who were captured from his town and surrounding area.   The “goods” 
were understood to be the spoils of war and he rightly wants to give Abram these things. 
 

(Genesis 14:22 NKJV)  But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the LORD, 
God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth,  (Genesis 14:23 NKJV)  that I will take nothing, 
from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, 'I 
have made Abram rich'— (Genesis 14:24 NKJV)  except only what the young men have eaten, and 
the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion." 
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Having already made his vow to the LORD, Abram refuses all that he brought back except for 

what his compatriots have already eaten; but not to presume too much, he does ask for 

portions to go to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre, his allies.  

Another opportunity to test/refine his faith: 

Was he going to allow God to be his ONLY provider and protector or not? So, by faith, he 

refuses what was being offered by the king so that he could never boast of making Abram rich. 

After all, it was the True King who gave the victory! 

While it is not mentioned, Lot returns once again to Sodom.  We’ll catch up with Him in 

Chapter 19. 

Before we came to our LORD, we were all idol-worshippers. Perhaps not made with stone and wood 
and metal and most likely our biggest idol was made of flesh and bone. It was the little “i am”.  Like 
Abram, God put us thru trials and tests to separate us from this little “i am” so that we could see the 
Great I AM.  Sometimes, like in my case, we have to be separated from our families as well.  God 
never wants to see you fail!  That’s not his intention. However, that being said, we often fail our tests 
of faith. That sense of failure is not from God but stems from our pride:  “Oh, how could someone like 
me fail so miserably”.  So, we take what God has for us to learn, and humbly accept that we’re not 
always faithful. But the Good News is, He is. Why else is His Name “Faithful and True”.   Why else 
would Paul declare, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself”.  (2 
Timothy 2:13 NKJV).    

 

Our faith is born of Him, maintained by Him, strengthened by Him and given back to Him by 
humble submission to His perfect will for us! 

 

 


