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Genesis 12 

Joshua 24:2-3 NKJV  And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD God of 
Israel: 'Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt 
on the other side of the River in old times; and they served other gods.  (3)  Then I took 
your father Abraham from the other side of the River, led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac. 

  

Acts 7:2-4 NKJV  And he said, "Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to 
our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran,  (3)  and said 
to him, 'GET OUT OF YOUR COUNTRY AND FROM YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME TO 
A LAND THAT I WILL SHOW YOU.'  (4)  Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans 
and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in 
which you now dwell. 

 

(Genesis 12:1 NKJV)  Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your 
family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 

 
Abram call was more like a command:  walk away from your country, your family and your 
father’s relatives and go to a place that will be shown to you….take a step then I’ll show you 
the next step. 
 
In Chapter 11 verse 31, this move was credited to Terah. But that’s just a recognition of 
Terah’s place as the head of the household.  The call was definitely made to Abram.   
 
Notice, that God’s call doesn’t always come with a lot of information. For Abram,  the only 
thing he knew was the Caller.  This itself was amazing since Terah’s entire family were idol 
worshippers.  Since verse 7 says that the LORD appeared to him, we can safely assume 
that he heard the audible voice of the LORD.   Perhaps it is also safe to assume that Abram 
understood that idols can’t speak which added a lot of weight that the LORD Himself was 
speaking.  But the only thing Abram knew was that it was God and He told him to GO! 
 
Our callings might be in the same manner. But because the Spirit of the LORD dwells in us, 
we normally do not hear the audible voice of God.  
 
Our calling might be a compelling desire;  Perhaps we try to dismiss it because our motives 
seem wrong, that is, we might be thinking selfishly, wanting people’s acceptance and even 
their adoration. Just because our flesh might get in the way doesn’t necessarily mean that 
the desire isn’t from God. My strong desire to teach may have had self-glorification as its 
goal but the LORD took care of that pretty fast.  The first thing I learned is that my passion 
for teaching doesn’t translate into people’s passion for hearing from me.  The second thing I 
learned is my passion doesn’t always translate into correct teaching.  There have been 
many folks who have corrected me over the years. The third thing I learned was patience. 
The old adage of God qualifying the called takes on new meaning when you know you’re 
called but God has not said, “GO”.  For me, it was a very long time.  First it was twenty 
some years of Bible Study with men who met once a week to sharpen each other’s sword. 
Then came the rejection of my Rabbi when I spoke to him about wanting to be a teacher.  
He thought my calling was to lead worship. God took care of that fairly quickly by telling me 
to step down from the stage and step up to the altar. Then came the call to Crossville. 
“Where LORD? Is there an ocean beach close by?”, “LORD, we don’t want to plant a 
church!”, “Oh we don’t have to?  Cool.”, “Wait, What do you mean by a ‘replant’?”, “You’ll 
see….”. 
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(Genesis 12:2 NKJV)  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; 
And you shall be a blessing.  (3)  I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses 
you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 
 

Abram’s call came with great promises. In the first three verses God explained to Abram the 
meaning of “God is in Control”.  Five times He uttered the phrase “I will”. 
 
God would: 
1. Show Abram the land 
2. Make a great nation from Abram 
3. Bless Abram 
4. Exalt Abram’s name 
5. Make Abram a blessing to all the families of the earth. 
6. Curse those who cursed Abram and bless those who Abram blessed. 

 
Most agree that the calling was made in Chaldea (per Chapter 11) but it was from Haran 
that the adventure really began. 
 

The big picture is starting to take shape.  In Chapter 11 we saw man’s “Come, us make bricks” 
then “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower” and finally, “let us make a name for 
ourselves”.  It was all about man who didn’t forget God, but chose to reject Him, rebel against Him 
and forsake Him”.  
 
Here in Chapter 12 we have already seen God taking charge by telling Abram what He was going 
to do.  Abram was smart enough to see the “I AM” in the “I WILLs”  ….So… 
 
(Genesis 12:4 NKJV)  So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with 
him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  (Genesis 12:5 NKJV)  
Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had 
gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of 
Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 
 

These verses suggest 2 things:  the initial request that Abram leave his country and family 
was made in Ur. This is believed to be the second time God asked him to leave, from 
Haran. In each case, Abram was only partially obedient because God told him to leave his 
family behind (not including his wife Sarai).  From Ur to Haran, Abram was with his father 
as well as his nephew (Terah and Lot).  From Haran, Abram once again took Lot.  From our 
perspective, Abram was being a blessing to Lot. From God’s perspective, he was being 
disobedient.  Would not God continue to bless Lot as He had already done? 

 
(Genesis 12:6 NKJV)  Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the 
terebinth tree of Moreh.  And the Canaanites were then in the land. 
 

Nevertheless, Abram went and came south into Canaan to a place called Shechem.  It’s 
about half-way between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.  It’s also between 2 
mountains:  Mt Ebal and Mt Gerizim. These mountains figured prominently in the Exodus 
many years later: 
 

Deuteronomy 27:11-13 NKJV  (11)  And Moses commanded the people on the same 
day, saying,  (12)  "These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when 
you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and 
Benjamin;  (13)  and these shall stand on Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, 
Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 
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(Genesis 12:7 NKJV)  Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will 
give this land." And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
 

The LORD appeared to Abram.  This is a critical moment of reminding the “shaky” Abram 
that indeed this land, all he could see and more, was promised by God to be his 
descendants.   Wait!!!  What about Abram?  Abram never owned any of the land but a small 
burial cave for Sarah and himself (see Genesis 23 and 25).  
 

Acts 7:4-5 NKJV  Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in 
Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in 
which you now dwell.  (5)  And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to 
set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him 
for a possession, and to his descendants after him. 

 
And this is where Abram’s faith came. It came from a promise of the faithful God.  
Remember?  Abram’s name means “exalted father” but Sarai, his wife was barren! 
 
So, like his ancestor Noah, Abram builds an altar.  And while it doesn’t say, it’s clear that 
sacrifices were made to the one who Promises and then keeps His Promises.  
 
This seemingly antiquated practice is still done today, by Christians! 
How so Pastor: 
 

Hebrews 13:10 NKJV  We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle 
have no right to eat. 

 

Hebrews 13:15-16 NKJV  Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.  (16)  But do not 
forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

 

But Pastor, what is our altar? 

 

1 Corinthians 2:2 NKJV  For I determined not to know anything among you except 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

 

Philippians 2:8 NKJV  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

 

(Genesis 12:8 NKJV)  And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his 
tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the LORD and called 
on the name of the LORD. (Genesis 12:9 NKJV)  So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the 
South. 
 

Once again, he moved southward, still in the land, perhaps waiting on the LORD to tell him 
when to stop, perhaps just curious about the land of promise. But, it could have also been 
very pragmatic:  Abram was a shepherd and needed constant grazing pasture for his herds. 
 
Abram builds another altar to God. This time it is added “and called on the Name of the 
LORD”.  This is first spoken of in Gen 4:26…. 
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And has special significance to us: 
 

Romans 10:13 NKJV  For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD 
SHALL BE SAVED." 

 

(Genesis 12:10 NKJV)  Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to 
dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land. 
 

OOPS!   A crack in the stone of faith!   Abram, would God, who brought you this far, not 
provide for your needs?  Even through the floods of famine?  Would God, who by grace 
chose you to be a blessing to all mankind, who promised your descendants this very 
ground you have walked upon not sustain you? 
 
Oh Abram, did you not just build an altar and call on the Name of this same LORD God 
Almighty?  And did you not see your LORD and hear Him speak, so very unlike all those 
idols your father used to make so that your family might pray to and hope for a response 
from a deaf, dumb and immobile piece of wood or clay?  Oh, Abram, the true God is crying 
out, “Oy Vey!!!”. 

 
(Genesis 12:11 NKJV)  And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to 
Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance.  (12)  Therefore it 
will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill me, 
but they will let you live. (13)  Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your 
sake, and that I may live because of you." 
 

Sarai was Abram’s half-sister having Terah as her father but a different mother than Abram.  
(Genesis 12:20).  So, Abram doesn’t want her to lie (much).   As his sister, he will be 
allowed to live; as his wife, they will kill him so that they could lay legal claim to her.   Even 
today there are mixed messages about lust and legality.  Abram’s boldness about his 
selfishness is upsetting to our moral sensibilities.  His delusion that perhaps they would 
simply let her live after killing him is remarkable.  
 

(Genesis 12:14 NKJV)  So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the 
woman, that she was very beautiful.  (15)  The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended 
her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house. 
 

Abram, Sarai and their large entourage come into Egypt.  It wasn’t long until even 
Pharaoh’s men boasted of her beauty to him. And, thinking her just the sister of this 
shepherd from up north, they take her.  
 

(Genesis 12:16 NKJV)  He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, 
male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels.  
(17)  But the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's 
wife. 
 

With Abram being fat, dumb and happy, the LORD deals harshly with Pharaoh. The 
Hebrew for “plagues” is often associated with leprosy.   
 

(Genesis 12:18 NKJV)  And Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? 
Why did you not tell me that she was your wife?  (9)  Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I might 
have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your way.”  (20)  So 
Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all that 
he had. 
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It didn’t take a genius to make the connection between the plague and the arrival of Sarai 
into Pharaoh’s house.  So, he obviously asked Sarai about it and the full truth was told.  
Without as much as a slap on the wrist for what he has done, Pharaoh sends Abram, Sarai 
and his peeps out of the country AND he send him with all that he was given because of 
Sarai. 
 

When God makes a unilateral covenantal promise based solely upon His own purposes, it may 
appear that He overlooks the willful but sinful choices people make. But He does not. Abram 
wasn’t punished for his lack of faith in God to provide for him and Sarai.  Abram wasn’t punished 
for his lack of faith in God to protect him and Sarai. But sometimes the blessings we receive 
regardless of our actions go a long way to humble us.  Sometimes the moral lessons we learn 
from immoral and godless people impact us more than what we have learned from God. It’s a 
huge slice of humble pie to see heathens behaving righteously in the face of our own 
unrighteousness.  
 
Did God wink at his sin? Were there consequences to Abram’s actions?  No to the sin, yes to the 
consequences….as we will see as we read through this section of Genesis.  
 
Even at this point we become a bit confused about God. It’s easy to see Him as a God of Justice.  
We often expect Him to mete out punishment for sin. We would expect Him to act harshly towards 
Abram’s selfish designs.  But mercy and grace are sovereign choices of God as much as justice 
is. The difference is, we understand justice and often encourage God to demonstrate it to our 
enemies (but not to us);  We understand mercy and readily accept it for our wrongs and even 
sometimes for others; but grace…with that we have the hardest time.  Unmerited favor in the face 
of sin? Again, we love it for ourselves and often hate it for others.  Why would God bless the 
sinner?  Why  would God be so gracious and merciful; and how can He  still be true to His pure 
Holiness? 
 
Can anyone tell me?  THE CROSS of CHRIST! 


