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Genesis 16 
 

For the past several chapters, the focus has been on Abram. Last week we saw how he was plagued 
with doubts.  We saw God’s infinite patience and grace towards this man who had just a bit faith, who 
believed God at His word and was declared righteous in His eyes. But in the newness of his 
relationship with his Creator, often sought for assurances, not for the truth of God’s promises, but in 
the “how” of God’s promises.  The unilateral covenant God declared to Abram should have been 
enough to convince Abram that what God promised, He would and could deliver!   Yes, “should 
have”, but do we not do the same?  I have believed God for His work in our church.  I absolutely know 
that He is willing and able to provide. But my tendency is to try to help Him along by trying to do His 
works for Him on my own…it’s is like throwing spaghetti onto a wall to see if it sticks.  

 

And, I truly believe that Abram believed God about a multitude of descendants coming from his seed. 
I also believe that Abram did not believe that Sarah’s womb would be opened.  And as we see in 
chapter 16, neither did Sarai.   

 

For today, I think it would be good to consider a hard question:  “Do I believe God for the impossible 
things such as mountains or strongholds that I am facing?   Do I believe that through HIM, I am able 
to say to the mountains I am are facing, “Be gone into the depths of the sea”, or speaking in faith that 
might just be a whisper, cause that stronghold that has been causing my life to be in a standstill for as 
long as I can remember to crumble to dust”?  We often feel like we don’t have the faith to do such 
things, but our Jesus can because He only wants the best for us, He will – in His own way and in His 
own time.  Oh God, I believe! Help my unbelief! 

 

(Genesis 16:1 NKJV)  Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian 
maidservant whose name was Hagar.  (Genesis 16:2 NKJV)  So Sarai said to Abram, "See now, the 
LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain 
children by her." And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai.  (Genesis 16:3 NKJV)  Then Sarai, 
Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, 
after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. 

 
We can reasonably assume that Abram told his wife about the visions, the promises and the 
covenant.  Being about 84 years old, Sarai was convinced that having children from her barren 
womb was an impossibility.  So, she took matters into her own hands.  This is ‘bad idea’ #1.   
In that culture, barrenness was seen as an affliction from God often due to sin.  But I don’t see 
that it is always this way. I don’t think it was this way with Sarai. It was however a test in which 
to exercise her and Abram’s fledging faith.    
 
So, Sarai decides to have Hagar be a “surrogate” to carry her child. This is bad idea #2. The 
child would never actually be Sarai’s!  She tells Abram and he’s all in and so he yielded to 
Sarai’s wishes. This is bad idea #3. Now Hagar becomes Abram’s second wife. This is bad 
idea #4.   
 
First, let’s reflect on the first time this situation occurred. There, in the perfect Paradise created 
especially for Adam and Eve, Adam heeded the voice of his wife and sin entered the world.   
Now, we have Abram heeding the voice of his wife and generations upon generations of 
Abram’s seed have been hating each other and warring over the land that was to be given to 
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Abram and Sarai, not Abram and Hagar.  
 
Now some think that giving Hagar as a wife of Abram was the right thing to do. After all, Hagar 
was going to bear a child and possibly even more than one. Sarai didn’t want just an  
incubator, nor would Hagar just be a concubine….no, she was given as Abram’ wife. But just 
because it sounds good doesn’t make it good. And just because God didn’t interfere and forbid 
it, doesn’t make it acceptable. Abram and Sarai were “one flesh” – regardless of the condition 
of that flesh!  Adding a second wife into the mix was just plain dumb and, in reality, sin.   

 
(Genesis 16:4 NKJV)  So he went into Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had 
conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes. 
 

So, Abram and Hagar consummated their so-called marriage and she become pregnant.    
This was bad idea #6. 
 
But Hagar became arrogant and she started to hate Sarai seeing herself more of a woman 
than Sarai ever was. Getting pregnant was, perhaps in her mind, proof that she was the “real 
wife”.  This was bad idea #7. 
 
The only one who’s “fat, dumb and happy” is Abram! 
 

(Genesis 16:5 NKJV)  Then Sarai said to Abram, "My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your 
embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The LORD 
judge between you and me."  (Genesis 16:6 NKJV)  So Abram said to Sarai, "Indeed your maid is in 
your hand; do to her as you please." And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her 
presence. 
 

Sarai:  “Abram, this whole mess is your fault!” 
 
Abram: “What????  How would I know that Hagar would act this way?  Besides, she just full of 
hormones…it’ll pass. Leave me alone and let me finish my cigarette”. 
 
Sarai: “Abram, the LORD will be the judge of this!” 
 
Abram:  “For smoking in the tent?” 
 
Sarah: “No, you big dummy… I mean, no, my lord” 
 
Abram: “Sarai, I know He is the Judge, but this mess is your mess so deal with it” 
 
LESSON:  our sin can cause unforeseen complications and even terrible consequences. This 
would have all been avoided if Abram just acted on the faith he had and refused Sarai’s “let’s 
help the LORD along with His plans” idea.   Men, I am NOT saying that you should not listen to 
your wives!  Seek her advice, listen to her counsel. But confirm it in prayer and the word!   
 
So, Sarai retaliated by browbeating and harassing Hagar – probably to knock her back down to 
“maidservant status” from being a “wife”. Hagar decides to run away into the wilderness.   This 
is bad idea #8. 
 

(Genesis 16:7 NKJV)  Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, 
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by the spring on the way to Shur. 
 

THE Angel of the LORD; This is a Christophany – an appearance of the pre-incarnate Jesus.  
He appears 37 times in the OT, and, never in the New Testament (gee, I wonder why).  
 
The Name is used 6 times in the Book of Genesis and ALL related to Abram or Abraham.   We 
know it is Jesus just by reading what He said and what He did – for no other angel had the 
authority to say or do what The Angel did. 

 
(Genesis 16:8 NKJV)  And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.” 

 
The Angel calls her by name and asks about her situation.  Hagar doesn’t flinch at the sight of 
this Man. She also seems to accept His knowing of her name. Only the LORD could already 
know her name (His omniscience)! 
 
Hagar says, “I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.”  The use of the term 
“mistress” is significant; It is the feminine form of the word “gebor” which means master or lord. 
Hagar now sees herself as a maidservant and not a wife… perhaps because of the verbal 
beatdown Sarai gave her! 

 
(Genesis 16:9 NKJV)  The Angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit 
yourself under her hand." 

 
While sympathetic, the LORD tells her to go back (same Hebrew word for repent) and be 
submitted  to Sarai (submitted is the same word for “harshly” as Sarai acted before), so, go 
back and take what you are given by your mistress.   The LORD knew how Hagar despised 
her mistress and the LORD also knew that it was wrong. This was going to be a difficult lesson 
for Hagar… Only the LORD could command her to return (His authority). 
 

(Genesis 16:10 NKJV)  Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, “I will multiply your descendants 
exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” 

 
Then the LORD gives her a glimpse of the future and a promise. Her descendants would be 
great and many…to many for counting.   Only the LORD could make such a promise (His 
omnipotence)! 
 

(Genesis 16:11 NKJV)  And the Angel of the LORD said to her: “Behold, you are with child, And you 
shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 

 
Only the LORD could know that she would bear a son (omniscience). Call his name Ishmael. 
His name means  “God will hear” for He had heard of her affliction. Only the LORD listens and 
the LORD responds and can tell her what to name her son (His authority). 
 

(Genesis 16:12 NKJV)  He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And every 
man's hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren." 
 

The Arabs have never had real peace within their nations and between other nations.  The 
Hebrew for “wild” is translated elsewhere as “wild ass”.   And yes, he will dwell in the presence 
of his brethren, the other Children of Abram.  Only the LORD could know how this child would 
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grow up (His omniscience). 
 

(Genesis 16:13 NKJV)  Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are- the-God-
Who-Sees; for she said, "Have I also here seen Him who sees me?"  
 

She is grateful and in awe. She saw that the LORD visited her. He talked with her, assured her 
and gave her hope. And, she is in awe that the LORD, Yehovah, was in her presence – face to 
face!  This Egyptian maidservant had an encounter with the Living LORD God Almighty.  
 

(Genesis 16:14 NKJV)  Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh 
and Bered. 
 

“The well of the Living One who sees me”.   
 

(Genesis 16:15 NKJV)  So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael.  (Genesis 16:16 NKJV)  Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to 
Abram. 
 

Hagar returns. She submits to Sarai. She gives birth to Ishmael. At least Abram had the sense 
to name him as the LORD commanded! 
 

It’s been 10 years since the couple left Haran.  He is 86 years old.  This is a nice time marker.  Many 
promises have been made; Abram believed God and He was declared Righteous. Abram believed 
God but he still had issues with the details and the timing;   

 
 
 

The teaching of faith in this chapter is critical for our lives. Our belief in the death, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus, the Son of God resulted in our righteousness being declared or imputed by God 
as a done deal. God’s imputation of righteousness to Abram was by grace thru faith just as our 
righteousness and justification is.  Abram faith was in the LORD GOD, Yehovah Elohim.  And we 
know that this is Jesus because the Greek OT refers to Him as Kurios (LORD) which is also used 
everywhere in the NT. 
 
But we also see Abram still struggling with his doubts. The question is, “Do doubts mean that you 
have no faith?”.   Not necessarily. I think doubts can be healthy.  
 
For example, I have opened my eyes from sleep and the first thought that come to mind is, “Man, 
none of this makes any sense!”.  I can give hundreds of examples of why my belief in God doesn’t 
make sense. But the Holy Spirit always has a retort:  If it made sense it wouldn’t be of God.  So, once 
again I must humble myself before my God and believe.  
 
But, doubts can be unhealthy when we hyper focus on them and walk away, believing that our doubts 
are stronger than God.  
 
There have been a gazillion teachings on faith, belief and trust. I’ll give you my own take on it but feel 
free to disagree. It’s ok. 
 
First, if you do a Hebrew or Greek word study, you will see that many of the words are translated 
interchangeably.  So, I’m looking at faith but the English says “belief”; I writer of the Jewish New 
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Testament used the word “trusting” instead of “faith”.   So, not knowing what was in the mind of the 
original writers, it can result in cloudiness in the translations.  
 
That being said, I think there are subtle differences between the 3 words: 
 

I see belief as a mental assent to something presented to us. I recognize that just saying “I believe in 

God” is as valid as someone saying, “I do not believe in God” or “I believe in the Goddess”.   We all 

have seen this in the Scriptures.  James says in Chapter 2: 

James 2:18-20 NKJV  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me 
your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  (19)  You believe that 
there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!  (20)  But do you 
want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 

 

Notice how the words belief and faith seem to be used interchangeably?  They are very similar words 

in the Greek.  James might be saying, “It’s not enough to believe and to hang your hat on that alone”. 

I see faith as a heart/spiritual persuasion, or assurance or confidence in the TRUTH.  Faith to me is 

internalized, deep in my being. While faith can be directed towards someone or something,  I can 

guarantee that if you have faith in a chair or your pet hamster, it will do you no good. If you only have 

faith in yourself or another person, you will be disappointed.  Therefore,  the object of our faith is 

critical. And, only God should be the object of our faith because only God is TRUTH.  

My head says, “I believe in God”. My faith says, “I believe God”. 

Lastly, trust, I believe, is the outworking of our belief and faith. Trust is the proof of our faith. Trust can 

be seen in good works and it can be seen in waiting.   

I think we see all these things in Abram.  

Abram obviously rejected the so-called truth of the Chaldean idols and believed that the One True 

and Living God spoke to him and commanded him to leave Ur and then Haran. By faith he took the 

first step. And then trusted Him to tell him what the next step would be.  

Abram still believed in God, but his fledgling relationship with and faith in God were weak. Therefore, 

his trust wavered when there was a famine in the land, and he went to Egypt.  He trusted himself 

more than his God.  

Abram still believed in God; Abram accepted His promises but tried to figure out just how God was 

going to accomplish them.  Specifically, God said that His promises would be fulfilled by an heir from 

Abram’s own body. This led to that moment of salvation and justification by faith where, “he believed 

the LORD and He accounted it to him for righteousness”.   Was he made perfect?  No.  Were we? 

No.  But the LORD looked into Abram’s heart and saw his faith and how that atom-sized faith was 

enough to cause Abram to move from believing in Him, to believing Him.  

So, Abram believed. Abram had faith. Abram even experienced the cutting of a covenant whereby 

God, in dramatic fashion, unilaterally promised all the land from the Nile to the Euphrates to his heirs.  
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Obviously, trust is intertwined with belief and faith. Trusting God truly requires NOT trusting 

ourselves.  Abram, like us, couldn’t figure out how God was going to work it out. Perhaps he was 

content to wait.  

But, obviously, Sarai was not. This led him to consent to Sarai’s very bad ideas and then make some 

doozeys of his own!   Then along comes Ishmael, the thorn in the side of every Jew since Isaac was 

born!  

We are witnessing the building up of a person’s faith. Abram wasn’t born faithful and neither are we.  

It’s a process whereby progress is made equally by failures and triumphs.   We’re seeing our LORD’s 

faithfulness upon which our faith is firmly established.  

Just at the right time, the LORD comes. He makes extravagant promises. He encourages with words 

and deeds. In all of Abram’s life to date, we have seen amazing grace and unending mercies.  We 

have seen His patience with impatience; we have seen utter compassion for a woman who 

participated in the schemes of Sarai and Abram. We have seen the LORD’s goodness towards her 

even when she had to return to Sarai’s household.  Some of life’s greatest lessons come with much 

difficulty and humbleness.  

So, while we have been focusing on Abram, Sarai and Hagar, it’s more important to witness our 

Great and Wonderful God. Not just what He did or said, but what He didn’t say or do.  Did we witness 

any harshness, coldness, anger, punishment or rejection?  NO!!!   In that moment, that nano-second 

where Abram believed GOD and it was accounted to him for righteousness – Abram’s and God’s 

relationship changed forever!  At that moment, in that nano-second when you and I believed GOD 

and it was accounted to us for righteousness, our relationship with GOD changed forever!   From 

God’s perspective, it’s perfect and complete.  But from ours, like Abram, it is a walk of faith, belief and 

trust which starts out like the tiniest of seeds and grows into a mighty oak tree planted besides 

streams of living waters which, even in the driest of seasons, can still be the bearer of His fruit. 
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