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Genesis 18:16 – 33 
 
Last week we began chapter 18. I remarked how 4 things would be revealed about Abraham, Sarah 
and the LORD.  The first 2 we were able to study: 
 

1. We got a glimpse into the culture of the day when folks ‘come a callin’. 

2. We also saw the LORD dealing with Sarah about her lingering  doubts. 

 

Before we continue, I’d like to make a couple of comments about Abraham’s Hospitality and Sarah’s 
“Come to Jesus Moment”. 
 
First and foremost, even though the LORD and His two Angels were in human form, Abraham knew 
that One was the LORD and therefore his hospitality can be seen as a practical ministering to the 
LORD.   
 
But how does one minister to the LORD when He is not seen?   
 
The LORD taught well: 
 

John 13:12-15 NKJV  So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down 
again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  (13)  You call Me Teacher 
and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.  (14)  If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  (15)  For I have given you an example, 
that you should do as I have done to you. 

 

Given that washing someone’s feet was relegated to the lowliest slave, the act had to start with an 
attitude adjustment:  humility. 

 

Even the Creator of the Universe, the Son of Man, became a slave to those He saved! 

 
Matthew 20:27-28 NKJV  And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—  
(28)  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.” 

 

Jesus’ attitude was humble submission to His Father. His Father, Who sent Him was saying, “Serve 
them with Your Life” and that’s exactly what He did! 

 

But there’s an interesting take on ministering to the LORD in Matthew 25.  The context is the end-
times; the scene is the separation of the sheep and goats.  But, I believe, the principal is relevant. 

 

The goats deny their neglect of their ministering to those who were hungry, naked, thirsty, strangers, 
sick or in prison. Let’s read the words of the LORD: 

 

Matthew 25:44-45 NKJV  “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’  (45)  
Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to 



Page | 2 
 

one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 

 

We certainly minister to the LORD when we minister to each other, even to those we might deem 
unworthy of our time and efforts! 

 

Now, as for Sarah, the LORD was so compassionate towards her. While He could rebuke her for her 
persistent doubts, He chose not to.  He told her, in effect, “Sarah, my beloved child and servant, you 
did laugh. Be honest, own up to what was in your heart”.  In that moment, in His kindness, she 
allowed Him to take hold of her heart. And her heart grew 3 sizes that very day and she was ever the 
more faithful towards that LORD whom she had feared.  
 
Today: 

 

3. We see Abraham relationship with the LORD transformed from a servant to a friend.  

4. And finally, Abraham is allowed to negotiate with the LORD over the destruction of Sodom.  

(Genesis 18:16 NKJV)  Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went 
with them to send them on the way. 

 
After being refreshed, Abraham went with his visitors to send them off. He didn’t just sit there 
while they left. No, he walked with them for a while. And he also knew that they were heading 
towards Sodom.  They just didn’t just look towards Sodom, they stood there gazing at it, 
perhaps, at least for the angels, wondering what they might find.  
 

(Genesis 18:17 NKJV)  And the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, (Genesis 
18:18 NKJV)  since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed in him? (Genesis 18:19 NKJV)  For I have known him, in order that he may 
command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do 
righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him." 
 

Either speaking to Himself, to the Angels or even to Abraham as a “heads-up”, the LORD 
ponders whether to tell Abraham what’s going on in Sodom. The LORD says, “I know him” 
which is a relational and intimate knowledge of him (yes, it’s the same word used for intimacy 
between husband and wife).   
 
The omniscient LORD also knows that Abraham will be faithful to keep the “way of the LORD” 
which includes justice (the Hebrew means ‘righteousness’) and godly judgment. And, he will be 
faithful to teach the ways of the LORD to his children. In other words, Abraham will do his 
part.  The response of his children, his grandchildren and all his descendants is not on his 
shoulders, but like our own children, it becomes their own responsibility.  We know that his 
heirs did not always walk in the way of the LORD (which given the rest of the OT is the 
understatement of all time). 
 
All this to say, that Abraham’s relationship is growing, and while he will always be a servant of 
the LORD, he now is becoming a friend of God because of the confidence that the LORD has 
in him.  
 

(Genesis 18:20 NKJV)  And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their sin is very grave,  (Genesis 18:21 NKJV)  I will go down now and see 
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whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I 
will know.” 

 
This is for Abraham’s benefit,  certainly since the LORD knows what they have done and their 
current state of unrepentance.   
Most believe that the outcry is from someone’s praying to God.  But since we know the 
outcome of the LORD judgment, it could just as well be the state of the LORD’s heart (weeping 
over how man could, once again, become so wicked in his ways).  He sees the iniquity of 
these people is at the breaking point.  For Abraham’s sake, He has come down to check things 
out and to see if any are repentant.  
 
The LORD is revealing to His friend that He is longsuffering and compassionate, not willing 
that any perish. He’s teaching valuable lessons to Abraham about the need to not rush to 
judgment and condemnation (something we all need, especially in politics and relationships). 
And as we will see, He is also teaching His friend about mercy and grace (something we all 
need, especially in politics and relationships).  

 
(Genesis 18:22 NKJV)  Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
still stood before the LORD. 
 

The two angels go their way towards Sodom. But Abraham stays with the LORD.  And, he had 
something on his mind about which he needed to speak.  
  

(Genesis 18:23 NKJV)  And Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous 
with the wicked? 
 

Abraham draws close to the LORD and asks Him a difficult, perhaps an irreverent, question. 
Abraham faith is such that he can dare to ask this of the LORD.  This type of question has 
been asked of God throughout the centuries, many similar questions or statements have been 
recorded in Psalms and the Prophets. Too many to note here but how often have we heard 
something like, “why to the wicked prosper?  Why do the righteous suffer so?  When will You 
fix these injustices? Why are You so silent?”  
 
Many suppose that Abraham was only thinking of his nephew Lot and his family but didn’t want 
to appear selfish. But remember, Abraham rescued the peoples of Sodom when he rescued 
Lot. He knew them well and perhaps assumed that, along with Lot and his family, there must 
be some righteous in the city that should not be counted with the wicked.  (with the lack of 
Facebook, we don’t know how or if Abraham was able to keep up with friends and family). 
 
So, the LORD allows Abraham to examine His heart in this matter.   
 

We all have read this long passage and have marveled at the LORD’s patience and mercy.  
 
But as we read this, I do not want you to miss a couple of important verses: 

 Verse 25: Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, 
so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?" 

 Verse 27: I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 

 Verses 30 & 32: Let not the Lord be angry 
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(Genesis 18:24 NKJV)  Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it?   (Genesis 18:25 NKJV)  Far be it from 
You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous 
should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
 

It’s ironic that Abraham, appearing judgmental, recognizes that he’s accusing the “Judge of all 
the earth”!    It’s almost like he’s saying, “God forbid that you should do such a thing”…which is 
even more ironic! 
 
 

(Genesis 18:26 NKJV)  So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will 
spare all the place for their sakes." 

 
Simple and Gracious and Merciful.  
 
(by the way, Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, Zoar and Zeboiim were the five cities that were 
the target of God’s wrath. Zoar alone escaped the destruction by fire from heaven by a prayer 
from Lot). 
 

(Genesis 18:27 NKJV)  Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and 
ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord:  (Genesis 18:28 NKJV)  Suppose there 
were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?" So He said, "If 
I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it." 
 

Abraham recognizes that he was born of dust and will end in ashes which is an expression of 
his humility in this conversation.  
 

(Genesis 18:29 NKJV)  And he spoke to Him yet again and said, "Suppose there should be forty 
found there?" So He said, "I will not do it for the sake of forty."  
 
(Genesis 18:30 NKJV)  Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty 
should be found there?" So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty there." 
 
(Genesis 18:31 NKJV)  And he said, "Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 
Suppose twenty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty." 
 
(Genesis 18:32 NKJV)  Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: 
Suppose ten should be found there?" And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten." 
 

Abraham, a man of dust and ashes, just a simple shepherd, accepts the LORD’s word that if 
there were just ten righteous men, the LORD will not destroy the cities.  Abraham is satisfied.  
The LORD is happy that the conversation is over, but perhaps wished that Abraham asked to 
consider 10 first… 
  
Why stop here?  We can only guess. But perhaps Abraham sensed that he was at a line which 
he must not cross.  
 
Again, the irony is that there were not even 10 righteous. Some only count Lot, his wife and 
two unmarried daughters as righteous but we’ll discuss that next week.   
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Was all this futile?  Why didn’t the LORD just tell him the reality of the situation?   The LORD, I 
believe, was testing (in the sense of refining) Abraham’s heart of intercession.  
 

(Genesis 18:33 NKJV)  So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with 
Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. 
 

One small thing that might be of interest:  the word translated “speaking” is also translated 
“communing” or “commune”.  This is what the KJV uses. I like it because it has a greater sense 
of closeness/intimacy in the conversation. 

 
 
I love this chapter.  It surely shows a growing relationship with the LORD based on faith and trust.  
This goes for Abraham and Sarah. I think we are witnessing the beginnings of the fulfillment of 
unshakeable faith.   
 
Today we see the LORD confiding in Abraham and their relationship takes on a new 
dimension:  friendship.  And, through that friendship, we see, for the first time in Scripture, 
intercessory prayer.  
 
It’s a curious thing to be considered a friend of God. I think it’s strange because in this world, we have 
such a different take on friendship.  Many times, what we experience is overly emotional, immature, 
and selfish. It is often considered from the perspective of what a friend can do for you instead of what 
you should be doing for them.  

 
But for God, friendship involves revelation and revelation needs a response. 
 

John 15:15-17 NKJV  No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have 
made known to you.  (16)  You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in 
My name He may give you.  (17)  These things I command you, that you love one another. 

 
The servant is expected to obey because he is a servant. The servant doesn’t question his master;    
 
Jesus calls us friends because the Father communicates all things to the Son and the Son 
communicates all things to us (through His Holy Spirit and His Word).  Therefore, understanding our 
Master and knowing His Heart, we accept His commandments because we know they are all good 
for us or for someone else. Knowing Him will cause fruit to be born and maintained.  Knowing Him 
will cause us to be given what we ask because we will only ask according to His Will and not our own. 
 
In the NT letters, everyone of Jesus’ apostles referred to himself as a bondservant. None said, “I ‘so 
and so’, a friend of God and Jesus, His Son.  So, our relationship with Jesus is one of both 
servanthood and friendship.  
 
And finally, we see Abraham’s exercising his friendship (so to speak) with the LORD God.  
 

This is the first time in Scripture that we see, in action, intercessory prayer where we pray for 

others, lifting their names up to the Throne of Grace.  
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Intercessory prayer or any prayer must begin with deep and abiding humility and faith. Not in 

perfection,  but rather knowing enough about ourselves that we really must depend on the Holy 

Spirit to guide us to Him His heart in the matter.  

1. Abraham was persistent but not rude; he was willing to put himself on the line for the sake 

of others. 

2. Abraham  was “real” with God, that is, acknowledging who he was and acknowledging Who 

God is!  He spoke his heart to the LORD!   

3. Abraham  was not interested in himself but was concerned for others 

4. Abraham  was willing to stop when he sensed he had done his best or understood his 

limits.  

5. Abraham sought God’s heart; as with all prayer, we might come to change God’s heart, but 

we should end with a change in our heart.  

6. Abraham truly wanted God to be glorified in this  

There are other attributes of intercessory prayer, but the key is unselfishly praying for others.  

 

There are many good examples of those who mediated on behalf of others in the OT:  Moses who 
said, “Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have 
written."  (Exodus 32:32 NKJV),  David, Samuel, Hezekiah, Elijah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and certainly 
Daniel whose prayer in Chapter 9 of his book is an excellent example.  

 

In the New Testament, the ultimate intercessor is Jesus, but the prayers of the apostles were 
powerful examples of intercession.  For example,  

 

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." And they divided 
His garments and cast lots.  (Luke 23:34 NKJV) 

 

And Paul’s prayer: 

 

For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen 
according to the flesh,  (Romans 9:3 NKJV) 

 

While some believe that intercessors are a special class of believers, all Christian prayer is in 
actuality, intercession,  since it is offered to the Father  through and by Christ because we are in Him 
and He is in us. 

 

Intercession is as strong as our relationship with the LORD.  Abiding in prayer and the Word is the 
key;  While fellowship with the LORD is critical, we cannot neglect our families and our friends, 
especially those who are in the Body of Christ.  

 

There’s a lesson to be learned from the Song of Songs: 

 

As we grow in our relationship with the LORD. We go from: 
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(Song of Solomon 2:16 NKJV)  My beloved is mine, and I am his. ((He feeds his flock among 
the lilies.)) 

 

Where we possess our Beloved Lord for our glory and our selfish purposes 

 

TO: 

(Song of Solomon 6:3 NKJV)  I am my beloved's, And my beloved is mine. He feeds his flock 
among the lilies. 

 

Where He possesses us, His Beloved Bride, for His Glory and His good pleasure which 
is our being conformed into His Image of selflessness and love.  


