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Last week we saw Sarah’s impatience and lack of faith in having her 
own child. She rationalizes by giving Abraham a concubine whom she 
calls a wife. Hagar, the bondwoman, has a child and calls him 
Ishmael. Abraham is happy and loves the child, so much so that he 
tells the LORD that Ishmael should be the heir.  So much for faith. 
The LORD has to be very specific with him:  you will have a son from 
Sarah’s womb and you will call him Isaac.  

 

Next the LORD and 2 angels visit Abraham and he serves them well. 
The LORD tells him of His plans to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah 
because of the wickedness there. Abraham negotiates with the LORD 
and is satisfied that if the LORD found 10 righteous men there, He 
would spare the cities. He didn’t and after rescuing Lot and his 
daughters, the cities go up in smoke.  

 

Unfortunately, Abraham never inquired about his nephew or family. 
None of Abraham’s thoughts or feelings are recorded when he saw the 
smoke rising up like a huge furnace.  However, we might have a clue 
in the next chapter 20: 

 

Genesis 20:1-18 NKJV  And Abraham journeyed from there to the 
South, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and stayed in Gerar.  (2)  
Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." And 
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.   

 

Why did he leave Mamre/Hebron?   It seems as if Abraham was 
affected by the destruction of Sodom and the other cities in the 
plains of the Dead Sea. He evidently never heard from Lot or his 
family again and we never read of him again except in terms of 
an example of the return of Jesus: 
 

Luke 17:28-32 NKJV  Likewise as it was also in the days of 
Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they built;  (29)  but on the day that Lot went out 
of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and 
destroyed them all.  (30)  Even so will it be in the day 
when the Son of Man is revealed.  (31)  "In that day, he 
who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, 
let him not come down to take them away. And likewise 
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the one who is in the field, let him not turn back.  (32)  
Remember Lot's wife. 

 

Yes, Peter calls him righteous and tells us he was “…delivered … 
who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that 
righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous 
soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds). 
(2 Peter 2:7-8 NKJV) 
 

But his behavior didn’t align with his unrighteousness towards 
his daughters. Before we judge too harshly, God plucked him 
out of the fire and brimstone that fell on the plains. Only God 
knows the heart. But it is a shame that Lot’s righteousness 
didn’t align with his behavior. Perhaps the issue was that while 
he was “tormented” by what he heard and saw, he did little to 
try to change it, other than simply pass judgment (the men 
cried out “he keeps acting as a judge” when Lot tried to restrain 
them). 

 

As to why he traveled closer to the land of the Philistines, we 
also don’t know. Might have been something as simple as good 
grazing lands for his herds. 

 

But the man of faith whose belief had caused God to impute to 
him righteousness once again lied about his wife Sarah. Thank 
God that He is always faithful to His promises and plans – even 
if it involves a bit of direct involvement.  
 

(3)  But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, 
"Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you 
have taken, for she is a man's wife."  (4)  But Abimelech had not come 
near her; and he said, "Lord, will You slay a righteous nation also?  
(5)  Did he not say to me, 'She is my sister'? And she, even she herself 
said, 'He is my brother.' In the integrity of my heart and innocence of 
my hands I have done this."  (6)  And God said to him in a dream, 
"Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart. 
For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I 
did not let you touch her.  (7)  Now therefore, restore the man's 
wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live. 
But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and 
all who are yours."  (8)  So Abimelech rose early in the morning, 
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called all his servants, and told all these things in their hearing; and 
the men were very much afraid.  (9)  And Abimelech called Abraham 
and said to him, "What have you done to us? How have I offended 
you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? 
You have done deeds to me that ought not to be done."   
 [sg1][sg2][sg3][sg4] 

Abi-Melech isn’t a name. It’s a title.  It means ‘my father the 
king’;  But, like Abram’s encounter with Pharaoh, he lies about 
Sarah and, in effect, jeopardizes God’s plan for Sarah to bear the 
Son of Promise.   
 

But God not only restrains Abimelech from molesting Sarah, He 
also speaks to him in a dream and tells him, “you are a dead 
man”.  God knows it was out of ignorance so simply tells 
Abimelech to give Sarah back to Abraham and forgive him for 
such as scheme.  

 

(10)  Then Abimelech said to Abraham, "What did you have in view, 
that you have done this thing?"  (11)  And Abraham said, "Because I 
thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will kill 
me on account of my wife.  (12)  But indeed she is truly my sister. She 
is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and 
she became my wife.  (13)  And it came to pass, when God caused me 
to wander from my father's house, that I said to her, 'This is your 
kindness that you should do for me: in every place, 
wherever we go, say of me, "He is my brother." ' "   
 

Abraham gives him the “standard” pitch: ‘well, technically, she’s 
my sister, the daughter of my father but not my mother. Yeah, I 
could say “so technically, we’re all related as brothers and 
sisters because of our common parents, Adam and Eve”.      
 

But a lie is a lie. It’s not overlooked by God, but it is covered by 
the Blood of His Son. 
 

(14) Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and female servants, 
and gave them to Abraham; and he restored Sarah his wife to him.  
(15)  And Abimelech said, "See, my land is before you; dwell where it 
pleases you."  (16)  Then to Sarah he said, "Behold, I have given your 
brother a thousand pieces of silver; indeed this vindicates you before 
all who are with you and before everybody." Thus she was 
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rebuked.  (17)  So Abraham prayed to God; and God healed 
Abimelech, his wife, and his female servants. Then they bore 
children;  (18)  for the LORD had closed up all the wombs of 
the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham's wife. 
 

Abimelech was obedient to God and then blesses Abraham and 
Sarah.  Abraham called on the Name of the LORD and the 
LORD responds in grace and mercy by restoring the wombs of 
the women of the house of Abimelech. 
 

This incident once again speaks volumes of our LORD and 
Savior. When we are faithless, He is faithful. And, He is a 
rewarder of our willingness to obey. Remember, Abraham’s 
God, our God, was not the God of Abimelech. But God spoke to 
Him and he listened.  
 

How much more should we listen to the One who speaks from 
the throne…for we have the truth and a full revelation of the 
True and Living God!  We must stay in the Word!  He speaks to 
us through it as if He were sitting right next to us. We must stay 
in prayer so that we learn more from Him!  Prayer is less about 
asking and more about sharing. It’s less about speaking and 
more about listening!  And it’s less about getting Him to change 
and more about us changing our thoughts, our feelings and our 
wills to align with His.  Keep at it and do not focus on results 
but rather, focus on the joy and privilege it is to speak to the 
Creator of all.  
 

Genesis 21:1-34 NKJV  And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, 
and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken.  (2)  For Sarah 
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of 
which God had spoken to him.   (3)  And Abraham called the name of 
his son who was born to him—whom Sarah bore to him—Isaac.  (4)  
Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, 
as God had commanded him.  (5)  Now Abraham was one hundred 
years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  (6)  And Sarah said, 
"God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me."  (7)  
She also said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would 
nurse children? For I have borne him a son in his old age."  (8)  So the 
child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the 
same day that Isaac was weaned.   
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It was God’s promise and His grace that opened Sarah’s womb. 
It might be a picture of Mary but then again, Sarah wasn’t a 
virgin just infertile.  So, why did He wait 25 years?  To test 
Abraham’s and Sarah’s faith – test it in the sense of purifying it 
as gold is purified. And, to eliminate any thoughts about them 
doing this without God!  It was a miracle and only God must 
receive the glory! 
 

Isaac’s name means laughter. The laughter of Sarah was of joy 
and this time, all would rejoice with her! 
 

Babies in Biblical times were weaned from between 18 months 
and 5 years.  Infant mortality rates were much higher back then, 
so the weaning of a child was cause for celebration.  Even today, 
some Jews will celebrate when a baby is weaned and ready for 
solid food. Traditionally, Psalm 104 is read at the 
celebration.  It’s a long psalm but I really want to read 
some of it because it’s just so good: 

 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are 
very great: You are clothed with honor and majesty, Who 
cover Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch 
out the heavens like a curtain. He lays the beams of His 
upper chambers in the waters, Who makes the clouds His 
chariot, Who walks on the wings of the wind, Who makes 
His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire. You who 
laid the foundations of the earth, So that it should not be 
moved forever, You covered it with the deep as with a 
garment; The waters stood above the mountains. At Your 
rebuke they fled; At the voice of Your thunder they 
hastened away. They went up over the mountains; They 
went down into the valleys, To the place which You 
founded for them. You have set a boundary that they may 
not pass over, That they may not return to cover the earth. 
He sends the springs into the valleys; They flow among 
the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field; The 
wild donkeys quench their thirst. By them the birds of the 
heavens have their home; They sing among the branches. 
He waters the hills from His upper chambers; The earth is 
satisfied with the fruit of Your works. He causes the grass 
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to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the service of 
man, That he may bring forth food from the earth, And 
wine that makes glad the heart of man, Oil to make his 
face shine, And bread which strengthens man's heart.  
(Psalms 104:1-15 NKJV) 

 

(9)  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she 
had borne to Abraham, scoffing.  (10)  Therefore she said to 
Abraham, "Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son 
of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely 
with Isaac."  (11)  And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham's 
sight because of his son.  (12)  But God said to Abraham, "Do not let it 
be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your 
bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to voice; for in 
Isaac your seed shall be called.  (13)  Yet I will also make a nation 
of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed."   
 

Evidently, Ishmael was not pleased with the birth of Isaac. He 
was removed from the place of first-born heir. We don’t know 
the level of  scoffing but it was bad enough to worry Sarah.  But 
God tells Abraham that this time, he should listen to Sarah. And 
He tells him why:   for in Isaac your seed shall be called. 
 

Romans 9:7-9 NKJV  nor are they all children because 
they are the seed of Abraham; but, "IN ISAAC YOUR 
SEED SHALL BE CALLED."  (8)  That is, those who are 
the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God; but the children of the promise are counted as the 
seed.  (9)  For this is the word of promise: "AT THIS 
TIME I WILL COME AND SARAH SHALL HAVE A 
SON." 

 

The Hebrew and the Greek for ‘called’ mean ‘to call out or call 
forth’ rather than ‘they will be called Isaacites”!  Paul makes it 
clear that the children of God are not born of the flesh (sound 
familiar?) but are children of the promise (and therefore, of the 
Spirit). 

 

(14)  So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a 
skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy to 
Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the 
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Wilderness of Beersheba.  (15)  And the water in the skin was 
used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs.  (16)  Then 
she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a 
bowshot; for she said to herself, "Let me not see the death of the boy." 
So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept.  (17)  
And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, "What ails you, Hagar? Fear 
not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.  (18)  Arise, lift 
up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great 
nation."  (19)  Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well 
of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the 
lad a drink.  (20)  So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in 
the wilderness, and became an archer.  (21)  He dwelt in the 
Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the 
land of Egypt.   
 

So, Abraham packs Hagar and Ishmael up and sends them out 
with bread and water.  Hagar was never considered his wife by 
God; she was always the ‘bondwoman’; She was used by Sarah 
and Abraham to bear a son who God did not even consider his 
son.  But, that didn’t stop God from loving her and Ishmael.  

So, when the water was gone, Hagar gave up. Ishmael was about 
13.  She had him set far away enough so that she could not see 
him anymore. She sat down and had a pity-party because she 
forgot all about the LORD whom she called “You-Are- the-God-
Who-Sees” when He visited her before.  And again He saw and 
heard and He responded. He opened her unbelieving eyes to see 
a well right in front of her! Happy ending! 
 

The well was there. She could not see it because of unbelief and 
focused on her problems.  A well of living water is always in 
front of every sinner. They can’t see it because they too are 
unbelieving and self-centered. Perhaps we are to be the one who 
helps them to open their eyes.  Perhaps we are to be the one 
who says to them “Do not fear!  God hears your cries and knows 
what you need – and you need to drink from the well of living 
water because the water from where you drink is polluted. God 
is telling you “you are a dead man/woman” if you continue to 
drink poisoned water! 

 

(22)  And it came to pass at that time that Abimelech and Phichol, the 
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commander of his army, spoke to Abraham, saying, "God is with you 
in all that you do.  (23)  Now therefore, swear to me by God that you 
will not deal falsely with me, with my offspring, or with my posterity; 
but that according to the kindness that I have done to you, you will do 
to me and to the land in which you have dwelt."  (24)  And Abraham 
said, "I will swear."   
 

Abraham’s reputation preceded him. He was a wealthy man and a 
warrior when it was needed. Plus, Abimelech had heard from His 
God!  So, he wants to make a “peace” covenant with Abraham. 
Abimelech treated him well and now he wants Abraham to do the 
same! 
 

(25)  Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech because of a well of water 
which Abimelech's servants had seized.  (26)  And Abimelech said, "I 
do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, nor had I 
heard of it until today."  (27)  So Abraham took sheep and oxen and 
gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them made a covenant.  (28)  
And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.  (29)  
Then Abimelech asked Abraham, "What is the meaning of these 
seven ewe lambs which you have set by themselves?"  (30)  And he 
said, "You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, that they 
may be my witness that I have dug this well."  (31)  Therefore he 
called that place Beersheba, because the two of them swore an oath 
there.  (32)  Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba. So 
Abimelech rose with Phichol, the commander of his army, and they 
returned to the land of the Philistines.  (33)  Then Abraham planted a 
tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there called on the name of the 
LORD, the Everlasting God.  (34)  And Abraham stayed in the land of 
the Philistines many days. 
 

After some discussion about a well, a treaty was agreed upon. 
The place was called Beersheba.  It literally means “well of 
sevens” because of the oath that made there with the 7 ewes. 
Since this well already existed, it is most certainly the well that 
Hagar drew from.  
 

Abraham stayed by the land of the Philistines. He honored 
LORD by planting a grove of trees there and then prayed to the 
LORD, his Everlasting God.  The Everlasting God was the One 
who gave Him this land as an everlasting possession (17:8) and 
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established an everlasting covenant with him (17:7, 13, 19).  
 

Genesis 22:1-24 NKJV  Now it came to pass after these things that 
God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here 
I am."  (2)  Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you."   
 

Thus begins one of the greatest chapters in Genesis. To the 
believer, it is all about Jesus and His sacrifice for all mankind. 
To the unbeliever, it’s all about the extreme cruelty of God and a 
religious fanatic who obeys His every whim! To Abraham, 
perhaps it was the best time of his life to obey God purely out of 
faith of which we read: 
 

Hebrews 11:17-19 NKJV  By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son,  (18)  of whom 
it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE CALLED,"  
(19)  concluding that God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead, from which he also received him in a 
figurative sense. 

 

Here’s what happened: 
 

(3)  So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he 
split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place 
of which God had told him.  (4)  Then on the third day Abraham lifted 
his eyes and saw the place afar off.  (5)  And Abraham said to his 
young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder 
and worship, and we will come back to you.”   

 

“And WE will come back to you”!  Abraham knew that God 
would not allow his only son to be killed on the altar because 
the LORD promised him that Abraham seed would continue 
thru Isaac.   
 

(6)  So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the 
two of them went together.  (7)  But Isaac spoke to Abraham his 
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father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then 
he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?"  (8)  And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide 
for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them went 
together.  (9)  Then they came to the place of which God had told him. 
And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and 
he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.  (10)  
And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his 
son.   

So, on Isaac was laid the instrument of his sacrificial death. And 
Isaac allowed himself to be fastened upon the altar. He also 
knew that it would be God Himself who would provide the 
lamb for the offering.   Fast-forward into the darkness of the 
Garden of Gethsemane. God Himself also provided a Lamb for 
the offering except that this time, it was His only Son. 
 

God waited. And He waited some more until the knife was 
raised over the body of Abraham’s only son. Then He spoke.  
 

(11)  But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here I am."  (12)  And He 
said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now 
I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from Me."  (13)  Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, 
and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering 
instead of his son.  (14)  And Abraham called the name of the place, 
The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of 
the LORD it shall be provided."   

 

“Stop!  Don’t do anything to your son!  I know that you revere 
me and are willing to worship me above all else because you 
have not withheld your son, your only son!” 
 

And another Name for God was created:  “yeh-ho-vah' yir-eh” 
The LORD will Provide.  Moses also adds a saying from his day: 
“In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided."  Which, 
considering that Mt Moriah is believed to be what’s called the 
Temple Mount, makes it even more amazing.  
 

(15)  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
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out of heaven,  (16)  and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the 
LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your 
son, your only son—  (17)  blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 
will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the 
sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the 
gate of their enemies.  (18)  In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."   
 

This is the last time God will reiterate to Abraham what He has 
promised. It is the 3rd time He told Abraham that Isaac was His 
only son!  And Paul revealed that verse 18 was critical to the 
Gospel because it was for the gentiles as well as the Jews! 
 

Galatians 3:16 NKJV  Now to Abraham and his Seed were 
the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of 
many, but as of one, "AND TO YOUR SEED," who is 
Christ. 

 

(19)  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went 
together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.  (20)  Now 
it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying, 
"Indeed Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor:  (21)  
Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,  (22)  
Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel."  (23)  And Bethuel 
begot Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's 
brother.  (24)  His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore 
Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Maachah. 

 

And with this behind him and Isaac, Abraham and Isaac 
returned to his servants AS PROMISED! And they went home. 
Verses 20-24 are a long-winded way of introducing the name 
Rebekah to the reader who will become the wife of Isaac. 
 

 We have witnessed the strengthening of Abraham’s faith as he grows 

in the grace and knowledge of His LORD.  Look at how God revealed 

himself: 

• El Elyon (The Most High God)   Genesis 14:18   

• Adonai (Lord, Master)     Genesis 15:2   

• El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty)   Genesis 17:1   

• El Olam (The Everlasting God)   Genesis 21:33   
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• Jehovah Jireh (The LORD Will Provide)  Genesis 22:14 

These speak of a God who is all powerful, above all other so-called 

gods and is everlasting!  These speak of a God who is compassionate 

and giving who loves to provide for His children. These also speak of a 

Lord and Master which means that He has the right to ask of His own 

anything He desires.  Abraham and everyone else must learn to 

believe in Him, trust Him and obey Him because life under the sun is 

difficult and we must abide with Him and in Him to reach our 

homeland.  We must live by His Promises or will be vulnerable to the 

snares of the devil. Abraham could not see a child coming from his 

own wife’s womb. And that’s how he acted!  When he finally trusted 

God with everything in his life, the son came, the son was offered up 

and the son was saved by the Lamb whom God had revealed and 

chosen to take Isaac’s place!!!   

Bless the LORD oh my soul and all that’s within me, Bless His Holy 

NAME! 


