
Page 1 of 7 
 

Genesis 19 

 

At the end of Chapter 18, Abraham left the LORD and went back home. He left with the promise that 
if the LORD found 10 righteous souls in Sodom, it would be spared from utter destruction. But I 
believe that by faith, Abraham knew that God was in control regardless of the outcome.   This is the 
faith of an intercessor.    

 

The scene now changes to Sodom. Chapter 19 contains many difficult passages and, given our 
current culture, perhaps even a prophetic glimpse of a future we are now experiencing.  

 

As we read through the text, we will see the lengths God will go to rescue Lot and, at the same time, 
the lengths some will go to resist the LORD, deny His mercy and grace,  all to be able to declare, “I 
did it my way”. 

 

We have a built-in nature that causes us to want to judge others. So,  as we read this biography of 
Lot and his family, we need to ask ourselves, “Am I any different than Lot or anyone else in his 
family?”    And, while I think it’s easy to ask, “How am I different than the people of Sodom?”, the 
more difficult question is (and perhaps one that might even offend you), “Is there anything in the folks 
of Sodom that’s also in me?”.  
 

(Genesis 19:1 NKJV)  Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the 
gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face 
toward the ground. 

 
The angels that left Abraham with the LORD have arrived at the gate of Sodom.  Remember, 
the gate of a town or city was a place where elders, businessmen, and even religious leaders 
met to discuss issues of the day or other matters of concern of the city.  To sit there was a sign 
of leadership and authority. Lot the shepherd became such a leader in town. 
 
When the angels approached, he too bowed low to the ground as a sign of humility and 
respect for the visitors.  
 
Notice that it doesn’t say that others were with Lot. Was he alone so that he could persuade 
strangers not to enter the city?  Was he alone because others couldn’t stand to be around 
him? 
Given what was said about Lot elsewhere, I believe either or both may be the case.  

 
(Genesis 19:2 NKJV)  And he said, "Here now, my lords, please turn in to your servant's house and 
spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way." And they said, 
"No, but we will spend the night in the open square." 
 

Unlike Abraham, Lot refers to the men as “lords” which means master or ruler. These are 
terms of respect. Like we saw with Abraham, the Middle Eastern culture put a tremendous 
importance on treating visitors and strangers with the utmost civility, hospitality and respect.  
 
As the Hebrew better indicates, he says to them, “I beg you to come to my house”.  Then he 
tells them “you can rise up early and go your way”.  Lot seems to be very concerned for their 
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safety.  But they tell him that their plan is to stay in the open town square.  
 

(Genesis 19:3 NKJV)  But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then 
he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 
 

Lot would not take “no” for an answer. Lot knows his townsfolks well and stubbornly insists that 
they take shelter with him and his family.  It’s more than a hot meal and sleep. Lot wants to 
protect them as well. 
 
The “unleavened bread” is not a picture or a type or a hint. It simply reveals the urgency of 
ensuring the men can leave early the next morning.   
 

(Genesis 19:4 NKJV)  Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and 
young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 
 

There’s much said between the lines here.   This isn’t some small group of town leaders 
coming to pay their respects to the two strangers.   It appears that nearly the entire town came 
out; Some were there to make trouble, some it seems came to observe or given encourage the 
men.   But their presence was foreboding since they surrounded the house… 
 
They came in the dark of the night!  And, they brought the young ones as well! 
 

(Genesis 19:5 NKJV)  And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you 
tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally.” 

 
Many translators added the word “carnally”. I think it’s a reasonable assumption especially 
since the word “know them” can mean “sexually”.  BTW:  Sodom doesn’t mean what we think 
of it today. Biblically, it means “scorched” or “burnt”.  
 
The words spoken of apostate Israel by the prophet Isaiah are quite appropriate: 
 

(Isaiah 3:9 NLT)  The very look on their faces gives them away. They display their sin 
like the people of Sodom and don’t even try to hide it. They are doomed! They have 
brought destruction upon themselves. 

 
(Genesis 19:6-7 NKJV)  So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, (7 
NKJV)  and said, "Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly!  

 
Lot goes outside and tried to reason with the people trying to get at the strangers.  He even 
appeals to their sense of brotherhood and certainly tries to get them to turn from their wicked 
intentions.  Unfortunately, Lot’s appeal is weak.  Many of us have experienced the same thing.  
Lot’s  pleas were ignored because he was trying to reason with a rabid dog!  Plus, while it 
certainly is true that they were acting in an evil manner, the wicked hate hearing it! 
 

 (Genesis 19:8 NKJV)   See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me 
bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this 
is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof." 

 
Lot’s solution is to prostitute his two unmarried daughters.  Any way you try to look at this, it is 
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the epitome of wrongness.  
 
While it might need explaining, it needs no justification. So, even though women in OT times 
were relegated to a low station in life, this can’t justify his behavior.  Even though the safety 
of Lot’s two guests was certainly an established “rule of conduct”,  this too cannot justify 
Lot’s intentions. Regardless of  these weak explanations, Lot decided to protect a couple of 
strangers over his own flesh and blood.   With this offer, Lot sinks to the level of the people 
he’s trying to dissuade.   
 
The irony is clear:  the men he was trying to protect could certainly protect themselves from 
puny carbon-based life forms.  
 
One final note for now:  Matthew Henry commented on this verse and wrote: 
 

“It is true, of two evils we must choose the less; but of two sins we must choose neither, 
nor ever do evil that good may come of it.” 

  
(Genesis 19:9 NKJV)  And they said, "Stand back!" Then they said, "This one came in to stay here, 
and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them." So they pressed 
hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. 

 
 .    
They, like those who practice such abominations today, do not separate their behavior from 
who they believe they are.  Their sin is not sin because they are simply acting in accordance 
with who they believe they are.  With Lot, they mocked him and accused him of being 
judgmental, mean, and intolerant.  How many of us have also heard the retort of the century?    
 

  “Don’t judge me”.   
 
Lot’s appeal is weak, not because it lacked truth, but because it fell on deaf ears.  

 
Many years later, the writer of Chronicles noted the state of Judah’s morality right before the 
King of Babylon captured them and destroyed the city and temple.  
 

2 Chronicles 36:15-16 NKJV  (15)  And the LORD God of their fathers sent warnings 
to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them, because He had 
compassion on His people and on His dwelling place.  (16)  But they mocked the 
messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of 
the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy. 

 
(Genesis 19:10 NKJV)  But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, 
and shut the door. 
 

The angels understood that Lot’s efforts were in vain. In the end, he was a sheep and they 
were the wolves.  So, they pulled him back into the house.  
 

(Genesis 19:11 NKJV)  And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with 
blindness, both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find the door. 
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The strength of the wicked is no match for the Angels sent by the LORD.   They blinded the 
men who tried to come in. After failing to find the door (they kept trying even though they were 
blind!!), they finally abandoned their quest and left. Even the fact that they were struck blind did 
not reveal to them the state of their souls!   
 
The LORD blinds someone physically to try to open their eyes spiritually.  It worked for Paul.  
But it did not work here.   
 

(Genesis 19:12 NKJV)  Then the men said to Lot, "Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your 
sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city—take them out of this place!  (13)  For we 
will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown great before the face of the LORD, 
and the LORD has sent us to destroy it."  (14)  So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had 
married his daughters, and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city!" But 
to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. 
 

There’s some disagreement with whether or not the two sons-in-law are betrothed  to the 2 
daughters at home or if there are two other daughters married and living in the city.  It’s really 
not important enough to figure out.  The sad truth is, either way, the warning of impending 
doom was not enough to induce these men to leave the city, even for the sake of their wives. 
They bought into the lies that the others lived by:  Sin is irrelevant because there is no God.  
No God, No Judgment; No Judgment, No Problems 

 
(Genesis 19:15 NKJV)  When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take 
your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the 
city.” (16)  And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of 
his two daughters, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the 
city. 
 

The angels urged Lot to get moving for the destruction of the city was at hand.   But he 
lingered.  Why? The word linger comes from a word meaning to question.  Did Lot not truly 
believe that destruction would happen?  Was he thinking of his sons-in-law who did not believe 
him and was hoping that they had a change of mind?  Or was Lot more concerned with all of 
his accumulated wealth which he could not possibly gather up in time.  Most seem to believe 
that he lingered because of his soon to be destroyed earthly possessions.   
 
The angels took the four family members by the hand and rushed them out of the house and 
into a place outside the city.  It did not go unnoticed by Moses who compiled this account, that 
the LORD was merciful towards Lot.  The Hebrew word translated to “merciful” is only used 
twice in the OT:  it means to pity.   The was purely an act of grace on God’s part; there was 
absolutely no merit, no earthly reason to save him.  This is what saved him and saves us.  
 

(Genesis 19:17 NKJV)  So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he said, 
“Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the 
mountains, lest you be destroyed.” 

 
When they were out of the city, the angel told them to run for the hills for it was not safe 
anywhere in the plains.  As I mentioned last week, there were 5 cities in the plains whose 
citizens rejected God and lived as wickedly as they could. 
 
The angels, sent by God, give them three commands: 



Page 5 of 7 
 

1. Escape to the mountains 
2. Do not look behind towards Sodom 
3. Do not stay anywhere in the plains 

 
(Genesis 19:18 NKJV)  Then Lot said to them, "Please, no, my lords!  (19)  Indeed now, your 
servant has found favor ((grace)) in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you have 
shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I 
die. 
 

Lot is a really conflicted person. After seeing the LORD’s mercy and grace in rescuing his 
entire family, he now expresses doubts about whether the LORD can keep him safe in the 
mountains?   
 
And, did Lot really just say “I die” instead of “we die”?   I sure hope this is all just the way 
Hebrew was used back then.  
I wrestled with my next comment on verse 18 because I didn’t know if you’d be interested.  
Unlike other small, irrelevant issues, this one is a lot larger. 
 
The KJV and the Septuagint are translated more correctly: 

 

(Genesis 19:18 KJV)  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord.  

 

You might be saying, “So what”?  Most translations say “my lords”  because Lot said “to them”.   
But the Hebrew says “my Lord”, using the word Adonai which always refers to God.    

 

Pastor Stu, are you saying that one of the angels is actually Jesus?  No, because all along 
they have been referred to as “angels”.   Now, there’s a lot to this but the gist is, Lot sees in 
these two, the Lord, that in his mind, only the Lord could command his family to flee like that.  

 

I think you will see a clearer picture of what I am saying in next four verses: 

 

(Genesis 19:20 NKJV)  See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me 
escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.” 
 

This city was the fifth city of the plain. It was a small one and close by.  But, does reluctant Lot 
want “safety” in a city of sinners?   Why not flee to be with Abraham?  Why not just obey the 
Lord and escape to the mountains to find refuge.  We are never in a position to judge the inner 
workings of a person’s heart.  
 

(Genesis 19:21 NKJV)  And he said to him, “See, I have favored ((graced)) you concerning this thing 
also, in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken.  (22)  Hurry, escape there. For I 
cannot do anything until you arrive there." Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar {{formally 
known as Bela}}. 
 

The Lord, speaking through the angels, lets Lot know that, once again, His grace is being 
extended to him AND the city as well! Lot does not deserve God’s grace and certainly the city 
doesn’t either. Grace is more than amazing, it’s deep-down mysterious!   
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(Genesis 19:23 NKJV)  The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 

 
It was just like every other day. The sun came up and a new day was dawning;  people are 
waking up and preparing themselves for the day. Coffee was on the stove; Bacon was in the 
pan; They have completely dismissed the ravings of the lunatic Lot and the supposed wrath of 
God, who they didn’t even believe existed. 

  
(Genesis 19:24 NKJV)  Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the 
LORD out of the heavens. (19)  So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and what grew on the ground. 
 
The LORD of heaven and earth always takes responsibility for His judgments and actions. The angels 
were messengers and ministers of God’s mercy.   
 
(Genesis 19:26 NKJV)  But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 
 

Her body was in Zoar, but she left her heart in Sodom.  She disobeyed the LORD and 
became a pillar of salt.   
 
Josephus wrote: 
 

But Lot’s wife continually turning back to view the city as she went from it, and being too 
nicely inquisitive what would become of it, although God had forbidden her so to do, 
was changed into a pillar of salt; (23) for I have seen it, and it remains at this day. 

 
  

Genesis 19:27-29 NKJV  And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood 
before the LORD.  (28)  Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 
plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace.  (29)  
And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, 
and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt. 

 

Abraham returns to the place where he spoke face-to-face with the LORD about his intentions 
to destroy the cities of the plains.  And he saw the destruction and knew: there were not even 
10 righteous in the city.  The smoke was thick and black. The stench of burning asphalt, 
Sulphur and flesh must have reached Abraham nostrils.   
 
Was he thinking about his nephew Lot and his family?  Most certainly.  
 
Once again, Abraham has an opportunity to exercise his faith by trusting God with the 
unknowns. 
 
God remembered Abraham:  this is for our sake.  God was faithful to destroy those wicked 
cities and God was faithful to rescue Lot so that the “righteous would not perish with the 
wicked”. 
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We’re going to finish the chapter next week.  There is much to say about the wickedness of Sodom.  
There’s much more to say about Lot and his family.  There’s much to say about sin. There’s much to 
say about righteousness. There’s much to say about wickedness. There’s much to say about 
judgment. There’s much to say about wrath.  And, there’s much to say about grace.    
 


