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(Genesis 23:1)  Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; 
these were the years of the life of Sarah. (2)  So Sarah died in Kirjath 
Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to 
mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 
 

Note that Sarah is the only woman whose age, death, and burial 
are recorded in the Bible. 
 

Hebrews 11:11  By faith Sarah herself also received 
strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she 
was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who 
had promised. 

 

And Peter uses Sarah as a godly example for other women: 
 

1 Peter 3:3-6  Do not let your adornment be merely 
outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on 
fine apparel— (4)  rather let it be the hidden person of the 
heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.  (5)  For 
in this manner, in former times, the holy women who 
trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive 
to their own husbands,  (6)  as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you 
are if you do good and are not afraid with any 
terror. 

 

Verse 6 is interesting. Peter seems to be saying “Just as 
Sarah called Abraham “lord”, you are daughters of the 
One you call LORD to whom you are to reverence and of 
whom you are not to be afraid. 

 

Abraham may have mourned over her body for several days. 
They had been married for well over 60 years. And he wept. But 
he wept in hope, because he knew that there was a heavenly 
country in which they would meet again.  He wept because she 
did not live long enough to see her beloved and only son marry 
and have children.  But as the Bible seems to teach – death is 
not permanent, and we do well to move on with our lives at the 
right time.  The ‘right time’ is whatever is right for you unless 
you find yourself stuck in the past and unwilling to move on.  
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Next, we have the Biblical “Art of the Deal”.   Each word spoken 
between Abraham, the sons of Heth and Ephron is calculated to 
ensure that each party gets what they want at a fair price. And this 
type of haggling goes on today in the middle east. It’s also intended 
that neither party suffers any insult. So, while “between the lines” 
they are each trying to get what they want at the lowest price, on the 
surface it’s all done in grace and respect.  
  

(Genesis 23:3)  Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and 
spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, (4)  “I am a foreigner and a 
visitor among you. Give me property for a burial place among 
you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” (5)  And the sons of 
Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, (6)  “Hear us, my lord: You 
are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our 
burial places. None of us will withhold from you his burial place, that 
you may bury your dead.” 
 

out of my sight: This isn’t as cold as it sounds. In that climate, 
Sarah would have begun to decay pretty soon. Abraham didn’t 
want to remember her that way! 
 

Verse 6 says that Abraham’s reputation precedes him. He is 
wealthy, he is a leader, and  warrior.  The English literally says: 
 

“hear and obey (Shema) , my master. You are a god 
(Elohim) and an exalted one (king, chief, ruler), the best 
plot of land is yours and none of us will stand in your way” 

 

(Genesis 23:7)  Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the 
people of the land, the sons of Heth. (8)  And he spoke with them, 
saying, "If it is your wish that I bury my dead out of my sight, hear 
me, and meet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, (9)  that he may 
give me the cave of Machpelah which he has, which is at the end of his 
field. Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial 
place among you."  
 

In all humility, Abraham next tells them the exact place he 
desires. Surprisingly, Abraham offers full price. Why?  I think 
that Abraham does not want to sully Sarah’s memory by any 
kind of haggling.  Or this is a subtle way to find out how much it 
will cost him.  
 

(Genesis 23:10)  Now Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth; and 
Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the presence of the sons of 
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Heth, all who entered at the gate of his city, saying, (11)  "No, my lord, 
hear me: I give you the field and the cave that is in it; I give it to you 
in the presence of the sons of my people. I give it to you. Bury your 
dead!"  (12)  Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people of 
the land; (13)  and he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of 
the land, saying, "If you will give it, please hear me. I will give you 
money for the field; take it from me and I will bury my dead there." 
 

Even though Abraham knows that God has promised him all of 
the land, it’s not his yet and he wants to maintain peace 
between him and the Canaanites.  And even though Ephron 
used the word “give” three times in his response, once again, he 
offers money.  
 

(Genesis 23:14)  And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, (15)  
"My lord, listen to me; the land is worth four hundred shekels of 
silver. What is that between you and me? So bury your dead." 
(16)  And Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out the 
silver for Ephron which he had named in the hearing of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency of the merchants. (17)  
So the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before 
Mamre, the field and the cave which was in it, and all the trees that 
were in the field, which were within all the surrounding borders, 
were deeded (18)  to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the 
sons of Heth, before all who went in at the gate of his city. (19)  And 
after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  
(20)  So the field and the cave that is in it were deeded to Abraham by 
the sons of Heth as property for a burial place. 
 

Ephron names the price but still insists that Abraham take the 
land – but the price is finally out in the open. This is all part of 
the haggling process!  Abraham agrees. They draw up a deed. 
This comes under the heading “trust but verify”. There will be 
no conflict over the land and cave. I like the way they included 
the trees! 
 

It’s recorded in Genesis that Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, 
Jacob and Leah were all buried in this cave.  
(See handout on this Cave) 
 

Abraham said something interesting to the sons of Heth: in 
verse 4 he said, “I am a stranger and sojourner”.  It’s ironic 
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given the promise of possessing the very land on which he was 
standing. He could have said, “Hello, I’m Abraham, your new 
landlord”.   

 

(Genesis 24:1)  Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and 
the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. (2)  So Abraham said to 
the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, 
"Please, put your hand under my thigh, (3)  and I will make you 
swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that 
you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell;  (4)  but you shall go to my country 
and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac." 

 

A great intro into the death of Abraham. He won’t die for some 
time, but he knows he’s at the end of his lifetime and needs to 
get his and God’s affairs in order.  I love the remark in Verse 1 
that could well serve as an epitaph on his grave: 
 

“The LORD had blessed Abraham in all things”. 
 

All of the moments of weakness and faithlessness;  all of the 
moments of bad decisions and doubts;  all of these things and 
more are unimportant compared to what Abraham gained:  
God’s blessing in all things!  And the blessings were 
unconditional!  The covenant was unconditional. God’s 
promises were unconditional. I think the only variable thing 
was time and the things Abraham did to “help God along”!   
 

While Abraham and Sarah learned to walk by faith and not by 
sight, God waited patiently. He provided tests to strengthen 
them. He’s not the kind of God that sits idly by while mankind 
goes at life as though ignoring Him. Whether directly or 
indirectly, whether vocally or visibly, the LORD God works in 
the lives of all mankind. He’s constantly drawing people to 
Himself. The only problem is mankind’s obsession with 
independence mixed with an unhealthy dose of pride! 
 

Now Abraham understands the necessity of not intermarrying 
with the peoples of Canaan. Paganism has a way of pulling 
people away from the LORD.  Too many of his descendants 
(and family/ancestors) have gone down this road…all with 
disastrous results. Most of the OT is taken up with this issue of 
idolatry and forsaking the One True God! 
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Who is his servant?  It is presumed that this is Eliezer (“God of 
help”) who was first mentioned in Chapter 15 when Abraham 
wanted to make this servant his heir.  Eliezer was the head over 
his household and managed all that Abraham owned, including 
the other servants. 
 

The custom of the day was for a servant to place his hand under 
his master’s thigh to show is readiness, willingness and loyalty 
to do all that was commanded of him.   We will see this again in 
Genesis 47, when Jacob, who is near death, tells Joseph to place 
his hand under his thigh and swear that Joseph will not bury 
him in Egypt. 
 
Eliezer swears to do as Abraham as commanded.  

 

(Genesis 24:5)  And the servant said to him, "Perhaps the woman will 
not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I take your son back to 
the land from which you came?"  (6)  But Abraham said to him, 
"Beware that you do not take my son back there. (7)  The LORD God 
of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land of 
my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, 'To your 
descendants I give this land,' He will send His angel before you, and 
you shall take a wife for my son from there. (8)  And if the woman is 
not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this oath; 
only do not take my son back there." (9)  So the servant put his hand 
under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning 
this matter. 
 

So, Isaac cannot marry a Canaanite! But Abraham also insists 
that he not return to his former homeland. Why?  Because the 
land in which Isaac was born was his true homeland! Whether 
or not the woman Eliezer finds wants to return or not, Isaac 
must not leave the Promised Land! 
 

(Genesis 24:10)  Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and 
departed, for all his master's goods were in his hand. And he arose 
and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor.  (11)  And he made 
his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at evening 
time, the time when women go out to draw water. (12)  Then he said, 
"O LORD God of my master Abraham, please give me success this 
day, and show kindness to my master Abraham. (13)  Behold, here I 
stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city 
are coming out to draw water. (14)  Now let it be that the young 
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woman to whom I say, 'Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,' 
and she says, 'Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink'—let her 
be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I 
will know that You have shown kindness to my master." 
 

Nahor was a city named for one of Abraham’s brothers. It’s in 
northern Syria, most likely near Haran.  

 

Eliezer did what we all need to do – pray first!  Then wait on 
the LORD!  His prayer is short and to the point!  “LORD, I need 
to know if the woman You have chosen has come!  I don’t trust 
myself so please, tell me by this manner…”  
 

(Genesis 24:15)  And it happened, before he had finished speaking, 
that behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the 
wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her pitcher on her 
shoulder.  (16)  Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a 
virgin; no man had known her. And she went down to the well, filled 
her pitcher, and came up. (17)  And the servant ran to meet her and 
said, "Please let me drink a little water from your pitcher." 
 

Eliezer is excited and hopeful. He greets her with what he had 
told the LORD he’d do – please give me a drink!.  Her being 
named is and her virgin status was most likely added by Isaac 
who most likely wrote this account. 
 

(Genesis 24:18)  So she said, "Drink, my lord." Then she quickly let 
her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him a drink. (19)  And when 
she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will draw water for 
your camels also, until they have finished drinking."  (20)  Then she 
quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to 
draw water, and drew for all his camels. 
 

So far, the woman has fulfilled his request to the LORD almost 
verbatim! 
 

(Genesis 24:21)  And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so 
as to know whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or 
not. 
 

The Hebrew word for “wondering” is stronger than that. He was  
nearly overwhelmed with giddiness; and he was stunned into 
silence.  We all would be this astonished if the LORD ever 
answered a prayer in this manner!   When Abraham told him 
that the LORD God “will send His angel before you” (verse 7), 
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Abraham wasn’t trying to impress him, he meant it.  And as this 
account goes, surely the Angel of the LORD was with Eliezer.  

 

(Genesis 24:22)  So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, 
that the man took a golden nose ring weighing half a shekel, 
and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels of gold,  (23)  
and said, "Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in 
your father's house for us to lodge?" (24)  So she said to him, "I am 
the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's son, whom she bore to Nahor."  (25)  
Moreover she said to him, "We have both straw and feed enough, and 
room to lodge." 
 

These were part of the gifts given to the chosen bride. The “nose 
ring” sometimes has connotations of “ownership” but this 
particular gift may have been a jewel that hung from the 
forehead by a ribbon and down between the eyes then upon the 
nose.  In other words, it was fashionable jewelry of the times.  

 

(Genesis 24:26)  Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped 
the LORD.  (27)  And he said, "Blessed be the LORD God of my 
master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His truth 
toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD led me to 
the house of my master's brethren."  (28)  So the young woman ran 
and told her mother's household these things. 
 

Once again Eliezer bows down and worships. It was the first  
thing he did and now it was the last thing he did before she ran 
back to her family!  He led Eliezer and brought Rebekah to him 
just as He promised! 
 

Glory is given to Whom it is due! 
 

(Genesis 24:29)  Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was 
Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. (30)  So it came to 
pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister's 
wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, 
"Thus the man spoke to me," that he went to the man. And there he 
stood by the camels at the well. 
 

Laban is quite the character. We will certainly meet him again 
and it’s hard not to judge him based on his treatment of Jacob 
later on.  
 

But let’s read on… 
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(Genesis 24:31)  And he said, "Come in, O blessed of the LORD! 
Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house, and a place 
for the camels." (32)  Then the man came to the house. And he 
unloaded the camels, and provided straw and feed for the camels, and 
water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him.  
(33)  Food was set before him to eat, but he said, "I will not eat until I 
have told about my errand." And he said, "Speak on." 
 

Sounds like Laban doesn’t have a clue who this man is. He saw 
the gold and assumed that he is a rich man.  
 

From verse 34 thru 47 is nearly an exact retelling of what happened 
before, including some added information about Abraham and Sarah.   

 

(Genesis 24:34)  So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. (35)  
The LORD has blessed my master greatly, and he has 
become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver 
and gold, male and female servants, and camels and 
donkeys.  (36)  And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master 
when she was old; and to him he has given all that he has.  (37)  Now 
my master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for my 
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; (38)  
but you shall go to my father's house and to my family, and take a 
wife for my son.' (39)  And I said to my master, 'Perhaps the woman 
will not follow me.' (40)  But he said to me, 'The LORD, before whom 
I walk, will send His angel with you and prosper your way; and you 
shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my father's 
house. (41)  You will be clear from this oath when you arrive among 
my family; for if they will not give her to you, then you will be 
released from my oath.'  (42)  "And this day I came to the well and 
said, 'O LORD God of my master Abraham, if You will now prosper 
the way in which I go,  (43)  behold, I stand by the well of water; and 
it shall come to pass that when the virgin comes out to draw water, 
and I say to her, "Please give me a little water from your pitcher to 
drink," (44)  and she says to me, "Drink, and I will draw for your 
camels also,"—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed 
for my master's son.'  (45)  "But before I had finished speaking in my 
heart, there was Rebekah, coming out with her pitcher on her 
shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew water. And I said 
to her, 'Please let me drink.' (46)  And she made haste and let her 
pitcher down from her shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will give your 
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camels a drink also.' So I drank, and she gave the camels a drink also. 
(47)  Then I asked her, and said, 'Whose daughter are you?' And she 
said, 'The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to 
him.' So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her 
wrists.  
 

End-of-Repetition 
 

But I do want to read verse 48: 
 

(48)  And I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and 
blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, who had led 
me in the way of truth to take the daughter of my master's 
brother for his son. 
 
I really like the phrase “(the LORD God) led me in the way of 
truth”.  We could all say that, can’t we??? 
 

 

(Genesis 24:49)  Now if you will deal kindly and truly with my master, 
tell me. And if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or 
to the left."  (50)  Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The 
thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak to you either 
bad or good.  (51)  Here is Rebekah before you; take her and 
go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as the LORD has 
spoken." (52)  And it came to pass, when Abraham's servant heard 
their words, that he worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to the 
earth. (53)  Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of 
gold, and clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious 
things to her brother and to her mother. 
 

Eliezer asks for a decision. Rebekah’s brother and father 
respond in a strange way. It sounds like they are being non-
committal but they also tell Eliezer to take Rebekah to be Isaac’s 
wife.  
 
And with that, the bride price is paid.  

 

(Genesis 24:54)  And he and the men who were with him ate and 
drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the morning, and he 
said, "Send me away to my master."  (55)  But her brother and her 
mother said, "Let the young woman stay with us a few days, at least 
ten; after that she may go." (56)  And he said to them, "Do not hinder 
me, since the LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that I 
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may go to my master."  (57)  So they said, "We will call the young 
woman and ask her personally." (58)  Then they called Rebekah and 
said to her, "Will you go with this man?" And she said, "I will go." 
 

Laban tries to back-pedal. He wants to delay Rebekah’s trip. But 
Eliezer will not have any of it!  He reminds Laban of the LORD’s 
involvement. So, they get an answer from Rebekah. She will go. 

 

(Genesis 24:59)  So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her 
nurse, and Abraham's servant and his men. (60)  And they blessed 
Rebekah and said to her: "Our sister, may you become The mother of 
thousands of ten thousands; And may your descendants possess The 
gates of those who hate them." (61)  Then Rebekah and her maids 
arose, and they rode on the camels and followed the man. So the 
servant took Rebekah and departed. (62)  Now Isaac came from the 
way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South.  (63)  And 
Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his 
eyes and looked, and there, the camels were coming.  (64)  Then 
Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted 
from her camel; (65)  for she had said to the servant, "Who is this 
man walking in the field to meet us?" The servant said, "It is my 
master." So she took a veil and covered herself. (66)  And the servant 
told Isaac all the things that he had done. (67)  Then Isaac brought 
her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebekah and she 
became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother's death. 
 

The end of the account is sweet. Rebekah is blessed and then 
departs for Hebron. Isaac must have been told. He leaves his 
herds and travels back home.  While there he goes out to a field 
to “mediate”. This just means he’s thinking deeply about 
something. I would assume it would be about the wife that his 
father has sent for by Eliezer.  
 
They consummated the marriage in Sarah’s tent and he loved 
her from that moment forward.  This brought much comfort to 
Isaac.  
 

 

There’s a beautiful symmetry about these two chapters:  They begin 
and end with Sarah. Sarah was at the center of Abraham’s 



11 | P a g e  
 

negotiations for a burial plot. Sarah’s death seemed to be the impetus 
behind Abraham’s seeking a wife for his son, Isaac. And Isaac was 
very well pleased with his new bride whom he loved. Her love was a 
comfort to him in his time of mourning.  
 

But the most remarkable part of these passages is the faith AND 
obedience of Abraham and his servant Eliezer.  They knew that faith 
without works is dead!    
 

Abraham also understood the need to maintain and perpetuate a 
godly and faithful family.  He raised up Eliezer like a son and taught 
him by word and deed the necessity of faith in and obedience to and 
worship of the Everlasting God, the LORD God Almighty, who always 
keeps His Word.  But now it was time for Isaac to wear the mantle of 
“heir”. Eliezer fulfilled his oath to Abraham and returned with 
Rebekah, the wife-to-be of Isaac.  
 

By faith, Eliezer sought out the bride;  by faith, he paid the bride-
price, and by faith he brought the bride home to his master’s son who 
was the promised one born of a woman who was past child bearing 
years.  
 

Now add to this the story of the binding of Isaac (aka “akedah”) and 
you have a very close and full picture of our Messiah.  
 

Messiah came to the Promised Land to seek out His bride. He became 
flesh and was born of a virgin so that He would be the true Promised 
Son and Seed of Abraham and Servant of His Father.  His Father sent 
His Son who was called the “Servant Jesus” four times in the book of 
Acts, to gather His Bride.  He too paid the bride price – His precious 
blood, more precious than the purest silver and gold! And now we too 
wait for His return so that He can take His Bride home to His Father.   
 
 
 


