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Genesis 24:28 – 67 

 

Last week we saw the beginning of Abraham’s faithful servant’s journey to Nahor where it just so 
happened that the first young maiden to came to the well was chosen of God to be Isaac’s wife. Only 
he wasn’t quite sure until she said, “"I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's son, whom she bore to 
Nahor.".  She was not only a relative of Abraham, but she was hospitable and welcoming as well.  

 

No wonder Eliezer bowed his head and said: 

 

"Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His 
truth toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD led me to the house of my 
master's brethren." 

 

Genesis 24:28 NKJV)  So the young woman ran and told her mother's household these things. 

 
Rebekah went and told her mother about her encounter.   
 

(Genesis 24:29 NKJV)  Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to 
the man by the well. (30)  So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his 
sister's wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, "Thus the man spoke to 
me," that he went to the man. And there he stood by the camels at the well. 
 

Laban, her brother, was evidently told about it and he’s excited especially seeing the bracelets 
and nose ring on his sister.  Laban evidently has an eye for fine gold gifts!   He meets up with 
Eliezer at the well. 

  
(Genesis 24:31 NKJV)  And he said, "Come in, O blessed of the LORD! Why do you stand outside? 
For I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels." 
 

Laban takes over regarding Rebekah’s hospitality and with great zeal invites the man, his 
servants and the camels to come to his home which has been prepared for him. 
 

(Genesis 24:32 NKJV)  Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded the camels, and provided 
straw and feed for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 

 
There are two “he’s” here so it’s difficult to know whether it was Eliezer or Laban that did the 
work of hospitality.  
 

(Genesis 24:33 NKJV)  Food was set before him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told 
about my errand.” And he said, “Speak on.” 

 
Eliezer is a man of integrity and will not even eat until his master’s business is taken care of.  

 
The next 15 verses (34-48) are nearly a verbatim account of went before.  
 
The short version is, “My master, Abraham, your relative, has sent me to find a wife for his son 
Isaac.  He insisted that the maiden would be his kin and not from the pagan Canaanites that 
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were in the south.    I prayed and the LORD answered my prayer quickly and with such 
accuracy that all I could do is bow my head and worship the LORD”. 
 

 (Genesis 24:49 NKJV)  Now if you will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me. And if not, tell 
me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left." 
 

Eliezer once again defers to Laban, his host.  “If you say no, fine, I will go;  if you say yes, fine, 
I will go. Either way my master’s commandments will be satisfied. But I prefer that you deal 
kindly and in integrity for the sake of my master”.  He learn well from Abraham who said 
essentially the same thing to Isaac. 
 

(Genesis 24:50 NKJV)  Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The thing comes from the 
LORD; we cannot speak to you either bad or good. (51)  Here is Rebekah before you; take her and 
go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as the LORD has spoken." 

 
Given what was said before of Laban and by his actions, this Bethuel is thought to be his 
younger brother named for their father.  Today, he would be called “BJ”.    
 
Laban recognizes the LORD’s hand in this situation.  At first, he seems to be non-committal.  
However, it may be a way of saying, “It is plainly the LORD’s doing, who are we to object to it. 
Therefore, Rebekah is free to go with you to be Abraham’s son’s wife”. 

 
BTW:  Rebekah is now officially betrothed to Isaac!    
 

(Genesis 24:52 NKJV)  And it came to pass, when Abraham's servant heard their words, that he 
worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 

 
And true to his devotion to the LORD, he once again  bows low to the ground and worships the 
LORD.  His worship, like before,  is full of gratitude and recognition of the LORD’s grace and 
mercy in this endeavor. 
 

(Genesis 24:53 NKJV)  Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, 
and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother. 

 
Abraham is representing his son through his servant. As it was the custom, the father or his 
representative, demonstrates to  the bride and her family that he is financially able to take care 
of the soon-to-be wife.  Eliezer is NOT buying a bride, but rather proving the worth of the 
groom.  

 
(Genesis 24:54 NKJV)  And he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. 
Then they arose in the morning, and he said, “Send me away to my master.” 
 
(Genesis 24:55 NKJV)  But her brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman stay with us a few 
days, at least ten; after that she may go.” 

The word “few” was added by the translators. The problem is, according to marriage customs 
the bride normally stayed at home at least 12 months before the marriage was consummated. 
Here, Laban is perhaps suggesting that 10 months would do which was the minimal time a 
bride would wait.  Why 10 or 12?  Normally, it was to prove that the bride-to-be was a virgin.   
 
However, not all agree with this interpretation and believe that a day is a day and that 10 days 
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was the minimum time to prepare Rebekah for the adventure of a lifetime. 
 

(Genesis 24:56 NKJV)  And he said to them, "Do not hinder me, since the LORD has prospered my 
way; send me away so that I may go to my master." 

 
This adds credence to the idea of “months”.  However,  Eliezer is excited to return to his 
master after the successful outcome of his search for a bride.   And, he tells them that it was 
the LORD’s will in this situation and hindering Eliezer is like hindering the LORD! 
 

(Genesis 24:57 NKJV)  So they said, “We will call the young woman and ask her personally.” 
 
While the marriage was already arranged, the timing was left up to Rebekah which was her 
right in that culture.  
 

(Genesis 24:58 NKJV)  Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" And 
she said, "I will go." 
 

“I will go”.  That simple agreement speaks volumes of her character.   She knows so little of 
her bridegroom. But she obviously trusts the LORD in this matter.   “I will go” is a sublime 
attitude of faith as much as “Here am I” is. 
 

Genesis 24:59-60 KJV  And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's 
servant, and his men.  (60)  And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be 
thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which 
hate them. 

 

Sound familiar? 

 

Genesis 22:17 KJV  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

 
It is most likely Laban who is passing on the blessing. Little did he know that the Holy Spirit 
would have him bless Rebekah with a similar blessing that the LORD gave Abraham.   It is a 
powerful confirmation of her part in God’s plan for the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, who was, in a prophetic sense, already in her womb. 

 
(Genesis 24:61 NKJV)  Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and 
followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed. 

 
With her nurse and attending maidens, Rebekah leaves her family and goes to a place she 
has never been, to a husband she never met and to a life she of which she never imagined.  
 

(Genesis 24:62 NKJV)  Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South. 
 

This is the place where the LORD visited Hagar the first time to encourage her and to tell her 
to return to Sarah.  The LORD told her about her son and to name him Ishmael.  This place 
was named “You-are-the-God-Who-Sees”. 



Page | 4 
 

 
Isaac is a shepherd like his father. We don’t know whether he was there because of his 
shepherding duties or if he had moved there. With the available well, it would be a good place 
for him, his servants and their animals to stay. 
 

(Genesis 24:63 NKJV)  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his 
eyes and looked, and there, the camels were coming. 

 
The word “meditate” is only used here in the entire OT.  It appears by context to mean “to 
pray”.   Isaac went out in the cool of the evening to pray and as he lifted his eyes to heaven, 
he saw a caravan of camels were coming towards him.  This seems to be another dimension 
of him being a “type” of Christ who would often go out at night to pray alone. 

 
(Genesis 24:64 NKJV)  Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from 
her camel; (65)  for she had said to the servant, "Who is this man walking in the field to meet us?" 
The servant said, "It is my master." So she took a veil and covered herself. 
 

Seemingly at the same time, Rebekah lifts her eyes and dismounted from the camel after 
inquiring of Eliezer who the man was coming out to meet them. 
 
Knowing now that it was in fact Isaac, she covered herself with a veil.  This too was the custom 
of the day. She would wear this veil until after the marriage was consummated.  

 
This helps to explain why Jacob did not recognize the one with whom he was sleeping that first 
night.  
 

(Genesis 24:66 NKJV)  And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 
 
Thankfully, the entire story is not repeated here.  But Isaac is certainly convinced that Rebekah 
is to be his wife.  

 
(Genesis 24:67 NKJV)  Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebekah 
and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 
 

Therefore, the “typical/customary” ceremony was performed:  Isaac brings Rebekah into the 
tent (it IS significant that it’s Sarah’s tent and that Rebekah will be the next matriarch of the 
family).  They consummate the betrothal and then they commit themselves to love one 
another.  

 
Certainly, we have another fulfillment of Genesis 2:24 “Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

It would be easy to spiritualize this chapter as a picture of Jesus and the church.  But that’s not all 
that came to mind.    
 

1. I will however, say, one thing about this “picture” of Jesus:   
a. God the Father demonstrated His Son’s ability to provide security to the Bride by 

also paying a precious and priceless gift:  the Blood of the Son himself was the bride 
price.  The gift provided eternal life with the Son in the house He built for His wife.  

2. I love the fulfillment of Abraham’s plan, especially what he said in verse 7: 
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a. Genesis 24:7 NKJV  The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father's 
house and from the land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, 
saying, 'To your descendants I give this land,' He will send His angel before you, 
and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 

b. This Angel, who many believe to be the “Angel of the LORD, while not mentioned 
again, certainly paved the way for Eliezer’s success.  Another word for this 
involvement is “providence” – God working in His creation so that His sovereign will 
is done.  

3. I love the loyalty of Eliezer to his Master.  There was no hint of veering to the left or right of 
the task he was given. He was only interested in seeing that his master’s name was 
honored and that his master’s Master’s name was glorified. Simple obedience born of faith.   

4. I love Rebekah’s response to Laban’s question, “will you go with his man?”.  Her simple 
response was, “I will go”.  Again, no extra words, no conditions, no questions about a man 
she didn’t know, but by faith,  she goes.  

 

Ever since chapter 12, when the man Abram was called to go to a country he knew nothing about 
based on a promise of God to make him a great nation and a great name, we see God’s great plan of 
redemption beginning to unfold.  If we were reading this story for the first time without the benefit of 
hindsight (and the Holy Spirit), the plan would seem impossible. It would seem impossible because 
this entire story, up to and including the book of Revelation, seems incredulous given the effects of 
man’s sin-filled free will nature and  His absolute control (sovereignty) in all matters of His creation.  
 
We have seen a glimpse into His absolute control here in the “Isaac get’s a wife” story.  It is a 
pleasant story where everything that happened, happened because that’s what God wanted. And, to 
our surprise, it happened without any trials, tribulations, difficulties, major resistance or interference.  
Some would say, “Well, if it’s meant to be, it will be”. 
 
I’d like to say that all this worked out perfectly because of faith and I think it is true….to a point.   In a 
weird sense, faith is the WD-40 that’s used to smoothly fulfill His will in all situations.  A quick 
example of the opposite is Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus. Remember when he was 
traveling along, minding his own business and a blinding white light suddenly engulfed him? 
 

Acts 9:4-5 NKJV  Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting Me?"  (5)  And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." 

 

“Saul, this is Jesus speaking. Why are you trying to resist me?  Don’t you remember that it is written 
that my Word will accomplish what I please and it will prosper in the thing I have willed?  (Isaiah 
55:11, paraphrased).  It would be so much easier if you adjusted your will to My will” 
 
My point is this:  we are about to embark on a journey where God will create a nation from which the 
Messiah will come. That was His promise to Abram in chapter 12 
 

Genesis 12:2-3 NKJV  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name 
great; And you shall be a blessing.  (3)  I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him 
who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 

 

This fragment of history will take about 2000 years until the birth of Jesus.   We have about 500 years 
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before the birth of the Nation of Israel from whom the Messiah will come.    In Genesis alone we will 
witness  human nature taking the forefront, showing the insanity of sin and the seemingly out-of-
control free-will of man.  And yet, God is in control.   
 
How can we reconcile God’s Will and ours?  How can we understand how our free-will is still 
absolutely free, but God’s Will is absolute?  Today, I want to teach you the secret of understanding 
this:  YOU CAN’T UNDERSTAND IT, YOU WILL NEVER UNDERSTAND IT, YOU ARE NOT TO 
TRY TO UNDERSTAND IT. For the sake of our sanity, we must simply and humbly accept it. 
 
Here’s what Spurgeon said in his sermon entitled “God’s Providence”: 
 

Oh, that thought; it staggers thought! It is an idea that overwhelms me; that God is working in 
all that happens! The sins of man, the wickedness of our race, the crimes of nations, the 
iniquities of kings, the cruelties of wars, the terrific scourge of pestilence; all these things are, 
in some mysterious way, working the will of God! I cannot explain this. I cannot tell you where 
human will and free agency unite with God’s sovereignty and with His unfailing decrees.  
: 
: 
I believe that every particle of dust that dances in the sunbeam does not move an atom more 
or less than God wishes; that every particle of spray that dashes against the steamboat has its 
orbit as well as the sun in the heavens; that the chaff from the hand of the winnower is steered 
as surely as the stars in their courses; that the chirping of an aphid over a rosebud is as much 
fixed as the march of the devastating pestilence, and the fall of sere leaves from the poplar is 
as fully ordained as the tumbling of an avalanche. He who believes in God must believe this 
truth of His. There is no standing point between this and atheism. There is no half way 
between an almighty God who works all things according to the good pleasure of His own will 
and no god at all. A god who cannot do as He pleases; a god whose will is frustrated; is not a 
God and cannot be a God! I could not believe in such a god as that.  
: 
: 
Whatever God ordains, must be. But the wisdom of God never ordains anything without a 
purpose. 
 
Romans 8:35-39 NKJV  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  (36)  As it is written: 
"FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL DAY LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP 
FOR THE SLAUGHTER."  (37)  Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us.  (38)  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,  (39)  nor height nor depth, nor 
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 

 


