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Genesis 25: 11 – 34 

 

Last week we attended a Celebration of Life service for Abraham, the Friend of God and the father of 
all who believe by faith in the Messiah whom he knew and loved.  

 

(Genesis 25:11 NKJV)  And it came to pass, after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son 
Isaac. And Isaac dwelt at Beer Lahai Roi. 

 
Isaac is back where we found him in Chapter 24. This is evidently his home base.   
 

The next 7 verses chronicle the genealogy of Ishmael. It’s a strange placement in the Scriptures but 
most believe that Isaac wrote this and had it inserted here.  Why here?  Many feel that it’s to record it 
and move on to the next major person in the lineage of the Messiah.   
 
Genesis 25:12-18 NKJV  Now this is the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the 
Egyptian, Sarah's maidservant, bore to Abraham.  (13)  And these were the names of the sons of 
Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; then 
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,  (14)  Mishma, Dumah, Massa,  (15)  Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and 
Kedemah.  (16)  These were the sons of Ishmael and these were their names, by their towns and 
their settlements, twelve princes according to their nations.  (17)  These were the years of the life of 
Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to 
his people.  (18)  (They dwelt from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go toward 
Assyria.) He died in the presence of all his brethren. 

 
Ishmael, as promised, was blessed by God and bore 12 sons, called princes who were 
responsible for creating towns after their names.  
 

(Genesis 25:19 NKJV)  This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's son. Abraham begot Isaac. 
 
There’s not much known about Isaac’s life. But he clearly is Abraham’s son and is often called 
the son of promise. This is yet another reason that Isaac is called a “type” of Christ.  
 

(Genesis 25:20 NKJV)  Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of 
Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian. 

Isaac marries Rebekah at age 40. We don’t know how old she was. Her father and brother are 
called “Syrians”;  It also says they are from Padan-Aram. This is to distinguish them from the 
Syrians of Damascus.   This might also be called Haran as that’s where Bethuel and Laban 
lived. We know this to be up north and in Mesopotamia.    
 

(Genesis 25:21 NKJV)  Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and 
the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 
 

Isaac was a man of prayer.  He interceded for his wife who was barren.  I found it interesting 
that the same word for “pleaded” is the same word used for “granted his plea”.  So Isaac 
interceded for his wife and the LORD also interceded for her as well.  Just as it is described 
today.  
 

(Genesis 25:22 NKJV)  But the children struggled together within her; and she said, “If all is well, 
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why am I like this?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 
 
The pregnancy was not going well.  It appeared that the child was extremely active and caused 
her pain.  At this point she doesn’t know that she will give birth to twins. 
 
She goes to the only one who can tell her the truth, for any other person she might have 
inquired of would just be guessing.  
 

(Genesis 25:23 NKJV)  And the LORD said to her: "Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall 
be separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve 
the younger." 
 

The LORD reveals to her the truth of what is going on.  He’s not only telling her that she is 
carrying twins, but that each will be the father of a great nation. Each nation will set apart.  One 
nation will be stronger than the other.  And, the one who is born first will serve the other (that 
is, will be enslaved by the weaker, younger one). 
 
This must have been both comforting and stressful to hear. She now has the reason, but the 
LORD is revealing hard times ahead.  
 

(Genesis 25:24 NKJV)  So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins 
in her womb. 
 

The LORD is not a man that He should lie.  
 

Numbers 23:19 NKJV  "God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should 
repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

 

(Genesis 25:25 NKJV)  And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they 
called his name Esau. 

 
Esau means hairy.  He was also very red which is why he is also called Edom (verse 30). The 
word for ruddy is only used to describe Esau and David, the king. 
 

(Genesis 25:26 NKJV)  Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his 
name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 
 

The name “Jacob” means heal-catcher.  It also has a secondary meaning of “supplanter” or 
“usurper”.   Most believe that Jacob was not just holding on to Esau’s heel but that he was 
trying to pull Esau back into the womb so that he would come out first.  This is just conjecture 
and I will speak on this in the next verse. 
  

Note that Isaac was sixty when the boys were born. He and Rebekah waited twenty years for 

them.  

 
(Genesis 25:27 NKJV)  So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but 
Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents. 
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The description of Esau is that of a “man’s man”.  He was a hunter who often went out alone 
into the countryside. He was also referred to as a “cunning” man.   By the way, in the context 
of Genesis, being a skillful hunter isn’t a compliment.  Remember, Nimrod was a mighty 
hunter!   
 
The translation says that Jacob was a “mild man”.  He is also called “plain”, “quiet”, and 
“simple”.  But when I looked at the Hebrew, the word means “complete; pious;  undefiled, 
upright”. There are thirteen occurrences of this adjective. In the KJV version of the Scriptures, 
it is translated “perfect” 9 times,  2 times it is translated “undefiled” and one time “plain or mild” 
(KJV/NKJV).  It was translated “upright” only once.  
 
I checked 27 translations and all but one has “plain or mild”. The Jubilee Bible says that Jacob 
was an upright man. 
 
Why the discrepancy?   Man looks on the outward appearance. Most people think of Jacob as 
a conniving, mean-spirited liar who would do anything to be number one. So, along with this 
prejudicial opinion, comes English words describing him as plain or mild-mannered, who 
preferred to stay indoors rather than be outside in the fresh air like his brother.  
 
But God sees the heart.  He saw something in Jacob that others didn’t see. Jacob was a 
righteous man. This same word is used of Job and Noah.  These men were not perfect as we 
think of it, but complete and whole.  NONE of them were sinless!   
 

(Genesis 25:28 NKJV)  And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 

Isaac loved Esau but Rebekah loved Jacob.  Isaac loved having a son who was a hunter. And, 
he was the first-born.  Just like his father before him who loved Ishmael and desired that he be 
his heir.  
 
Jacob also had a reputation among commentators as a “momma’s boy”.   People seemed to 
forget that he was a shepherd like his father and his grandfather. Shepherding is not for the 
faint of heart. And staying close to home isn’t a bad thing (dwelling in tents with the family). 
  

(Genesis 25:29 NKJV)  Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was 
weary.  (Genesis 25:30 NKJV)  And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same red stew, for 
I am weary." Therefore his name was called Edom.  
 

Many bible translations give the impression that Esau was near fainting from hunger. Yes, he 
was tired. But he wasn’t necessarily exhausted to the point of fainting or dying. This, once 
again, sets up Jacob as the “bad guy”.     The original Hebrew does not contain the word 
“please”, just “Feed me, I pray”.   And, the word for “feed” actually means “swallow greedily” 
implying that Esau ate like a animal, gulping down the food as someone only concerned for the 
moment.   
 
Since the lentils were red, he also was called “Edom” which means read.    

 
(Genesis 25:31 NKJV)  But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."  (Genesis 25:32 
NKJV)  And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?" 
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Jacob must have understood the prophesy since he was the favorite of Rebekah.  Was he 
taking advantage of Esau?  Was he just testing him?  I think it was the latter.  Esau is NOT 
dying – but he is exaggerating.  The question he asks might be reworded as, “What does this 
birthright profit me?”.    
 
You must understand that Esau could have gone to another tent and gotten food right away.  
But he chose to stay with Jacob. 
 
So, having asked about the birthright, Esau see no value in it.  There was precedent in the 
culture of the day that allowed the birthright to be sold.  
The birthright included three elements:  

1. physical benefits (Deut. 21: 17);   Codified in the law, the material benefits included a 

double-portion of all that the father owned.  Isaac was a rich man.  

2. spiritual benefits, especially being in the Messianic line because this is the birthright of 

the Abrahamic Covenant;  

3. and the possession of the Land.  

 
(Genesis 25:33 NKJV)  Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this day.” So he swore to him, and sold 
his birthright to Jacob.  (Genesis 25:34 NKJV)  And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then 
he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 
The deal is done and vows were made. Esau simply ate and drank and went his way without 
another word.  
 
The whole deal is summed up by “thus Esau despised his birthright”. 
 
What do we make of this? In Genesis, it appears straight forward in that Jacob was the one 

that would have the birthright according to verse 23.  This incident of the stew does not reveal 

Jacob’s conniving or extortion.  But it reveals more about Esau.  

 
Malachi 1:2-4 NKJV  "I have loved you," says the LORD. "Yet you say, 'In what way have You loved 
us?' Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" Says the LORD. "Yet Jacob I have loved;  (3)  But Esau I 
have hated, And laid waste his mountains and his heritage For the jackals of the wilderness."  (4)  
Even though Edom has said, "We have been impoverished, But we will return and build the desolate 
places," Thus says the LORD of hosts: "They may build, but I will throw down; They shall be called 
the Territory of Wickedness, And the people against whom the LORD will have indignation forever. 

 

Some take offense that God would hate anyone. So they might say “But Esau I rejected” or 
they just ignore that part of the verse altogether.   But of all the translations I checked, 95% of 
them use the word “hated”.   It wasn’t Esau’s behavior or what he did for a living. But it was his 
heart towards God.  When the Scripture says that Esau despised his birthright it means that he 
deemed it worthless and he “held it in contempt”.   Esau cared nothing about God or His 
purposes!   Therefore, it says that God hated him.    

  

Romans 9:10-13 NKJV  And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even 
by our father Isaac  (11)  (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, 
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that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls),  
(12)  it was said to her, "THE OLDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER."  (13)  As it is written, 
"JACOB I HAVE LOVED, BUT ESAU I HAVE HATED." 

 

Paul uses Jacob and Esau as an example of God’s sovereign will in choosing Jacob even from 
the womb, without regard to how they would behave.    

 

William Newell quoted Spurgeon regarding this: 

“A woman once said to Mr. Spurgeon, ‘I cannot understand why God should say that He 
hated Esau.’ ‘That,’ Spurgeon replied, ‘is not my difficulty, madam. My trouble is to 
understand how God could love Jacob.’“   

 

Hebrews 12:14, 16 NKJV  Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see 
the Lord:    

: 

: 

(16)  lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold 
his birthright.    

 

The word profane means wicked and carries the idea of “walking” in it.  

 

How shall we view this idea of birthright?  Today, we normally do not think in these terms either for 
ourselves or our first-born.   

 

But, being believers we all have a birthright!  It starts and end with faith: 

 

John 1:12-13 NKJV  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name:  (13)  who were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

We have been born-again and therefore He bestows certain birthrights to us.  Our birthright is of faith. 
Our birthright is in Him! 

 

1. In Him we have eternal life 
2. In Him we live our lives without condemnation 
3. In Him we are justified, sanctified, redeemed, holy and blameless.  
4. In Him we are forgiveness of ALL sin. 
5. In Him we can have wisdom if we ask in faith 
6. In Him we have been sealed by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us 
7. In Him we have boldness and confidence to approach God 
8. In Him we are complete and therefore completely satisfied 
9. In Him we will reign with Christ in His Kingdom. 
10. In Him we are now capable of loving God and loving others with a sacrificial love that gives 

without expecting anything in return! 
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I could go on and on. If we are in Christ, the infinite God of creation, then our birthright is infinite as 
well.  Many of the things of the birthright are available to us now, for example, the spiritual gifts 
spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12.  But there are innumerable spiritual blessing waiting for us “in the 
heavenly places of Christ”.  

 

Who in their right mind would sell this birthright for a “morsel of food” (that is, any fleshly desire) like 
Esau?  

  


